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FROM THE PEN OF THE PASTOR:  

Greetings after a beautiful and hope-filled 

Christmas season. As we moved into this year of 

2022, we have a great deal to be thankful for, but 

also many things to look forward in this new 

spiritual time. First, once again a great thanks to all 

those that contributed to Catholic Ministries 

Appeal (CMA) for 2020-21. We were able to hit 

our goals at Holy Family and St. Mary and even go 

over our goals to help with St. John’s with their 

appeal. CMA will be an annual appeal, and we 

should all be receiving our envelopes or already 

have. Our commitment weekend is going to 

February 5th and 6th, so please bring your pledge 

cards that weekend to drop off in our collection. As 

always any questions that you might have on this 

appeal, please don’t hesitate to talk with myself, 

Diana Holsten, or any of our pastoral and finance 

council members. 

 In speaking of our parish finances, please 

take advantage of our 2021 Financial Report in our 

newsletter. We are of course grateful for all of our 

offerings, donations, memorials, and special 

bequests throughout this past year. We have 

worked hard as a staff and with our volunteers and 

council members to be good stewards of all of 

these wonderful gifts. Overall, as you will see our 

financial contributions are moving back to pre-

Covid numbers, so thank you so much. But 

expenses have gone up as well, though we have 

worked hard to also cut costs and expenses 

wherever we could. As with the CMA, if you have 

questions about any of our financial reporting or 

also other ways to contribute either financially or 

socially to our parishes in our pastorate, please let 

us know. 

 Lastly, as part of the Uniting in Heart 

process, we are working as a staff and pastoral 

council to respond to your survey results as we put 

together our vision plan for our parishes. We have 

had several meetings already and are moving closer 

to defining some key areas for us to both grow and 

serve our parishioners and communities. We will 

have more information on the results of these 

meetings both in future newsletters and the 

bulletins as well. It is going to be an invigorating 

year for myself and hopefully all of us as we seek 

to do the will of the Holy Spirit in evangelizing 

ourselves and all those that we meet this year.  

 

In Christ,  

 

Fr. Hurley  

 

 
 

 
 

 

“We should concentrate on creating space 

in our lives to ponder and be present to the 

loving presence of God.” 
Eamon Tobin 

13 Powerful Ways to Pray 

 



NTY YEAR END REFLECTION 

As a new year begins, I would like to thank 

all the volunteers, donors, and the St John’s staff for 

contributing to the success of the New-To-You Thrift 

Shop in 2021. With the generosity of your time and 

unwanted treasures, last year we were able to help 

many needy local families who shop at our store. 

NTY was able to provide clothing and household 

items to people making a new start and who came to 

St John’s in need. NTY sent winter coats to Afghan 

refugees settling in Indiana and provided shoes to 

local school children.  

 New-To-You Thrift Shop opened at its 

current location in the mid 80’s and has been one of 

Hartford City’s best hidden gems. More and more 

new customers and new donors from our community 

are finding out about the shop. The parishioners of 

our pastorate can be very proud of the good that 

comes from this vital outreach ministry both in 

providing a place for those to give and for those to 

receive out of kindness. 

 Our shop is located on the southeast corner of 

St. John’s block (521 E Chestnut St.) with shop hours 

of Thursday 11am-5pm, Friday and Saturday 11am-

2pm.  Donations can be made during shop hours or 

during church office hours.  Volunteers are always 

needed.  Please contact Karen or the office. 

   Sincerely, 

Karen Uggen, Manager NTY 

 

 
 

 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Young members of our pastorate have been 

preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

this religious education year as they work towards 

receiving Jesus in the Eucharist at First Communion in 

May.  Please keep Marcus Christman, Vincent 

Christman, and Claire Jeffries from Holy Family, and 

Lucille Feltt, Cora Freiburger, Jacob Hardesty, and 

Christopher Johnson from St. John’s in your prayers as 

they continue to draw closer to Jesus through these 

upcoming Sacraments. 

 
 

Our parish’s commitment weekend for the 

2022 Annual Catholic Ministries Appeal, which was 

formerly called Fruitful Harvest, will be February 5-

6, 2022. Prior to this weekend, you will receive an 

envelope in the mail from Bishop Doherty with a 

brochure explaining the many ministries supported 

by this important appeal, as well as a pledge card and 

return envelope for mailing. The appeal provides 

another way to financially support the good works of 

our Local Church, which is made up of the parishes, 

schools and facilities of the Diocese of Lafayette-in-

Indiana, as well as our Chancery offices and staff in 

Lafayette.  

 

• Giving to the Catholic Ministries Appeal supports 

programs for our retired priests as well as new 

seminarians, for our youth, college Newman 

Centers, deacons, prison ministry, pregnancy 

centers and so much more!  Your gift matters! Go 

to https://dol-in.org/cma to pledge. 

• The college ministry programs at Ball State, 

Purdue University and Wabash College offer life-

changing experiences for the next generation of 

the faithful. Your gift helps students stay close to 

Christ during a transformational time. Go to 

https://dol-in.org/cma to pledge. 

• Did you know that your gift to the Catholic 

Ministries Appeal recently helped establish a 

convent for three Sisters from the Missionary 

Servants of the Divine Spirit in our diocese? The 

Sisters serve the Gospel primarily through parish 

pastoral efforts, home visits and retreats.  Your 

gift matters! Go to https://dol-in.org/cma to 

pledge. 

 

Our pastorate family (Holy Family, St. Mary’s, 

and St. John’s combined) has been asked to raise 

$42,850. In order to reach our goal, I am asking each 

household to consider a gift that can be paid before 

the end of 2022.  I ask that you study the mailing you 

will be receiving from Bishop Doherty and to 

prayerfully consider your pledge and plan to 

participate in the 2022 Annual Catholic Ministries 

Appeal. Thank you for your continued stewardship 

and prayers for our Local Church. 

 



 

 
 

What is a diocese? (an excerpt from an article by 

Jonathan Sullivan for The Catholic Moment) 

Put simply, a diocese is a portion of the people of 

God entrusted to the care of a bishop as their 

shepherd with the aid of his priests. Within a diocese 

are contained all the constitutive elements of the one, 

holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. (This is based 

on the Code of Canon Law, c. 369.)  

The concept of the diocese extends to the 

earliest days of the Church as it spread from 

Jerusalem across the ancient world. As the apostles 

traveled the known world preaching Christ, they 

established new communities and chose 

representatives to oversee the Christian faithful and 

minster to them. These local communities formed the 

first dioceses. 

Today, a diocese is a geographic area 

overseen by a bishop. (Some non-geographic 

dioceses exist to serve specific groups, such as the 

Archdiocese for the Military Services which 

ministers to those in the United States Armed 

Forces.) The bishop is charged with providing for the 

spiritual needs of the people, celebrating the 

sacraments and liturgical life of the Church, forming 

the people in the faith, and providing administration/ 

governance. The bishop, in turn, establishes parishes 

and other pastoral units, in our case, pastorates within 

the diocese and ordains priests and deacons to assist 

him in this ministry. Furthermore, from among his 

priests the bishop appoints pastors who are an 

extension of his ministry. Pastors therefore provide a 

communion of faith and mission with the Bishop and 

the Holy Father. 

It would be a mistake, however, to conceive 

of a diocese as a purely legal entity. Rather, within 

each diocese reside all the constituent elements of the 

Church Universal: a pastor (the bishop), the 

sacraments, and the mission of evangelization. In this 

sense each diocese is truly a local or “particular 

church” (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 

833-835) united with others through their 

communion with the pope. 

It is this communion which characterizes 

dioceses more than their differences. The universal 

Church is not simply a loose affiliation of 

independent dioceses, for she is united in a common 

faith and mission. While across the world there may 

be a variety of liturgical, linguistic, and devotional 

variations, “this variety of local churches with one 

common aspiration is splendid evidence of the 

catholicity of the undivided Church.” (Lumen 

Gentium, no. 23) 
 

Chancery Office:  

The Chancery is the administrative branch of 

a diocese under the authority of the local ordinary 

(Bishop). The Bishop’s operational team handles the 

day to day administrative functions (such as 

technology, human resources, pastoral planning, 

evangelization pastoral offices, communications, 

finance, etc.) necessary to keep the diocese and it’s 

parishes, pastorates and schools running. The 

Chancery office also handles the official documents 

pertaining to the ecclesiastical affairs of the diocese, 

including clergy matters, sacramental records and 

Church and civil law documents. 

 

Bishop, Vicar General, Moderator of the Curia 

and Chancellor  

Bishop Doherty’s role is to teach, sanctify and 

govern. “Helped by the priests, their co-workers, and 

by the deacons, the bishops have the duty of 

authentically teaching the faith, celebrating divine 

worship, above all the Eucharist, and guiding their 

Churches as true pastors. Their responsibility also 

includes concerns for all the Churches, with and 

under the pope” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 

no. 939). The bishop’s role as a servant leader is to 

do everything in his power to unite the people of the 

diocese in heart and mind in the image and likeness 

of Jesus Christ, so they can continue in Christ’s 

footsteps to build the reign of God on earth (Uniting 

in Heart Pastoral Planning Guide, 2015). 

The vicar general/moderator of the curia as 

overall administrative coordinator is required, 

“...under the authority of the bishop to coordinate the 

exercise of administrative responsibilities and to see 

to it that other members of the curia duly fulfill the 

office entrusted to them” (Canon 473).  

The chancellor is to see that all acts of the 

curia are gathered, arranged and safe-guarded in the 

archives of the curia, as well as secretary of the curia 

(Canon 483, §§ 1 and 3). 

 

 



PEOPLE WITH GOOD NEWS 

 

Jakob Aulbach was on the A/B honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Joshua Aulbach was on the A/B honor roll at 

Southern Wells Middle School first semester. 

Cora Freiburger was on the A/B honor roll at 

Montpelier Elementary first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Gabriel Kitterman was on the A/B honor roll at 

Montpelier School first semester. 

Gavin Kitterman was on the A/B honor roll at 

Montpelier School first semester. 

Mason Kitterman was on the all-A honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Noah Kitterman received his varsity patch for cross 

country at BHS. 

Allyson Henderson was on the all-A honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Ashley Henderson was on the A/B honor roll at 

Montpelier School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Madison Henderson was on the A/B honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Madison Merkel was on the all-A honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Mason Merkel was on the all-A honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Jenna Payne was on the A/B honor roll at Blackford 

High School first semester and 2nd quarter. She also 

received her varsity patch, Captain patch, and 

Leadership Award for soccer at BHS. Jenna also was 

selected as an UCA All-American Cheerleader and 

traveled to Hawaii to participate in the Pearl Harbor 

Memorial Parade on December 7th.  

Kelli Rinker received her varsity patch for football 

manager at BHS. 

Anya Uggen was on the A/B honor roll at Blackford 

High School first semester. She also received her 

varsity patch, Captain patch, and Leadership Award 

for soccer at BHS. 

Ammee Uggen was on the all-A honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

She also received her varsity patch, All-CIC 

Honorable Mention and award for most PRs for cross 

country. 

Catalina Velasquez was on the A honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter. 

Juan Velasquez was on the A/B honor roll at 

Blackford High School first semester and 2nd quarter.  

He also received a major B, numerals, and Most 

Improved Award for soccer at BHS. 

 

 

YEAR OF THE FAMILY 

Pope Francis has announced a special Year of the 

Family for March 19, 2021, to June 26, 2022. The 

year commemorates the fifth anniversary of the 

apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of 

Love).   This month’s feature is on marriage: 

 

 
The observances of National Marriage Week 

(February 7-14) and World Marriage Day (Sunday, 

February 13) are an opportunity to focus on building 

a culture of life and love that begins with supporting 

and promoting marriage and the family. Our theme 

for 2022 is “Called to the Joy of Love.”  Fr. Hurley 

will have a Blessing of Married Couples at each of 

the Masses that weekend. 

 

"...We should provide the facts about the 
importance of marriage as a matter of child 
welfare and economic aspiration. As a society, we 
have launched highly effective public education 
campaigns on much less momentous issues, from 
smoking to recycling... For now, the decline of 
marriage is our most ignored national crisis..."  
    --TIME Magazine 
 
 
 
There are three rules of dealing with all 

those who come to us.  1.  Kindness, 2. 

Kindness, 3. Kindness. 
   Fulton Sheen 

   The Wisdom of Fulton Sheen 



CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES  

ANNIVERSARIES: 

None reported 

BIRTHDAYS: 

5 Stuart Shields 

10 Austin Mackey 

10 Chris Pfeffer 

11 Bailey Elkins 

15 David Dell 

20 Rachel Shields 

25 Bud Rees 

26 Marilyn Snyder 

27 Ken Hartnagel 

28 Bennie Brenner 

 

If you would like to be included in the birthday and 

anniversary listings, please drop us a note with your 

name, month and day of birth or anniversary. We 

would be happy to share it through The Good News 

Letter.  We do not automatically include names due 

to privacy.  

 

 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR 

FEBRUARY 
 

HOLY FAMILY 

Sunday 11:00 am Reader/Commentator: Cathy 

Dashiell Communion Minister:  Gary Cunningham 

Ushers:  Sue Satterthwaite & Marilee Cox Greeter:  

Dan Dashiell 

 

ST. MARY’S 

Feb. 5:   Reader:  Laverne Watson Greeter: Colleen 

Bicknell  Counter: Dan Watson 

Feb. 12:   Reader:  Ted Kolodka Greeter: Dean & 

Loretta Wilson  Counter: Jane Crouch 

Feb. 19:   Reader:  Dan Watson Greeter: Jane 

Crouch Counter: Dan Watson 

Feb. 26:  Reader:  Laverne Watson Greeter: 

Colleen Bicknell Counter: Dan Watson 

 

ST. JOHN’S 

Saturdays 6:30 pm Reader:  Vince Cimino 

Communion Minister: Tina Johnson Greeters: 

Matthew, Nathan & Jonathan 

Sundays 9:00 am Reader: Bernadette Elkins 

Communion Minister:  Megan Trissel 

 
 

"A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his 

deeds. A good deed is never lost; he who 

sows courtesy reaps friendship, and he who 

plants kindness gathers love." 
–St. Basil the Great 

 

 
 

MONTHLY K OF C CHALLENGE 

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of 

Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am 

a sinful man.” For astonishment at the catch of 

fish they had made seized him and all those with 

him, and likewise James and John, the sons of 

Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. Jesus said 

to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you 

will be catching men.” (Gospel Feb. 6, Lk 5:8-10) 

Simon Peter recognizes Jesus for who he is and 

deems himself unworthy to be in his presence. Jesus, 

in calling the fisherman to follow him, tells him not 

to fear. Every one of us is a sinner, and yet Jesus calls 

each of us to follow him. It is not our own virtues or 

qualifications, but rather Jesus who empowers us 

with his grace to respond to his invitation. Brothers, 

remember St. Paul’s words: “I have the strength for 

everything through him who empowers me” (Phil 

4:13). 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 

William E. Lori: 

This month, I challenge you to go to confession and 

attend at least one weekday Mass, offering it for the 

intention to fearlessly answer Christ’s call to follow 

him. Second, I challenge you to participate in or 

consider starting the Faith in Action Into the Breach 

program. 

Questions for Reflection: 

Are you sometimes afraid to follow Christ more 

closely because you consider yourself too sinful and 

unworthy? Do you truly believe in and experience 

Christ’s mercy and seek to forgive yourself as well as 

others? Do you stay close to the sacrament of 

penance in order to do battle with your own 

sinfulness and allow God’s grace to strengthen you 

for spiritual combat? 
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Lord’s Day Liturgy 
                  SATURDAY:  5.00 pm at St. Mary’s 

             6:30 pm at St. John’s 

                        SUNDAY:  9:00 am at St. John’s 

                                          11:00 am at Holy Family 

- Weekday Liturgy:  Please consult inside the bulletin. – 

 

 
 

 

 

MARDI GRAS PARTY 

Tuesday, March 1, 6pm 

St. John’s Parish Hall 

Come for Pancakes, Sausage,  

King Cakes, and Fun! 

Grab a partner for the pancake flipping 

contest! 

All are invited from our pastorate, young and 

old alike, no cost!   

Join us prior to the start of Lent. 
 
 

     
                                 
       
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Feb. 18, 2022 

 

Editor:  Diana Holsten 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BLUE MASS FOR LOSS OF LOVED 

ONES 

 

A Blue Mass will be held at St. John’s on 

Wednesday, February 2nd at 6pm.  A Blue Mass is 

for anyone mourning the loss of a loved one.  We 

are specifically inviting family and friends of those 

who passed during 2021, but anyone is invited who 

wishes to attend.  Please reach out and invite 

friends or family members as well.  There will be 

light snacks and drinks in the parish hall following 

Mass. 
 
 

 
 

 


