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FROM THE PEN OF THE PASTOR:  

One of our martyred priests from World War II, Fr. 

Alfred Delp once wrote the following about 

Advent: “It is a time of deeply being shaken, so 

that man will wake up to himself. But at the same 

time there is much more to Advent than this 

[shaking]. The shaking is what sets up the secret 

blessedness of this season and enkindles the inner 

light in our hearts, so Advent will be blessed with 

the promises of the Lord. The shaking, the 

awakening: with these, life merely begins to be 

capable of Advent.” This is a profound response to 

a short but powerful liturgical season of the 

Church. Advent happens so quickly especially here 

in America that by the time the shaking gets to us, 

it seems Christmas is already here. But we can 

always work together to improve on this. That is 

why we will be having at least a parish activity 

each week in Advent as well as creating things like 

the Jesse Tree and other beautiful reminders to call 

us to attention in this season. We want to 

experience fully the great light of Christ’s birth on 

Christmas eve and day, and that begins here and 

now. 

And the more that this happens then we will 

continue to do our part in waiting and watching for 

the Lord. Watching means chasing after the Lord, 

choosing what Christ chose, loving what he loved, 

conforming one’s own life to His. Watching means 

passing every instant of our time in the sphere of 

his love without letting oneself be disheartened by 

the inevitable difficulties and problems of daily 

life, which this season can sometimes bring. And in 

this way we begin to renew hope in our hearts and 

have the opportunity to do so for so many others 

here in our communities and throughout the world. 

Whether this Advent is our best one ever, whether 

we can participate in every aspect of it or just one 

thing, let us all challenge ourselves to be shaken up 

just a little bit and rekindle some of Christ’s light in 

our hearts and bring some more of His light into 

the world.  

 

In Christ,  

 

Fr. Hurley 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT 

God of all Comfort and Source of All Joy, 

Send your Spirit to me in this holy season of 

Advent. 

Grant that I may have the grace to prepare my 

heart for the coming of our Lord Jesus at 

Christmas, and strengthen my hope in his coming 

again. 

Light my way and guide my steps to meet the 

Prince of Peace.  

   Amen 



 

The Enthronement: A 

Traditional Catholic 

Devotion 

As you know, The Enthronement Devotion is a long-

standing tradition in our Catholic Church which 

began as long ago as the Middle Ages and culminated 

in the revelations of Jesus to St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque. 

The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 

the Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 

the home is, St. Teresa of Calcutta said, “the best way 

to bring Jesus back into the family life.” 

“I will bless the homes in which an image of My 

Heart shall be exposed and honored.” 

Thanksgiving and the Christmas Holidays are quickly 

approaching. There may be no greater gift – nor 

better time, nor any more fruitful way to express our 

devotion to our faith – than to consecrate our families 

to the love of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 
 

 

CHILI COOK-OFF WINNER 

Congratulations to Karen Uggen who was presented 

with the wooden spoon award for her winning pot of 

chili at last week’s chili cook-off.  She also received 

a gift certificate to Cracker Barrel.  Those in 

attendance voted for their favorite.  Thank you for 

our participants and those who braved the first snow 

of the season to be the taste-testers. 

 

“Giving thanks warms the souls and reminds us 

that life is an extraordinary privilege.  Joy 

doesn’t come from having, but from 

appreciating what we have.”  

   --Matthew Kelly 

We are very thankful and blessed by our many parish 

volunteers.  Thank you to each and every one who 

participates and shares within our parishes and 

throughout our communities as we continue to learn, 

live and grow together in our Catholic faith and share 

our blessings with others.   

 

 

IT’S LOOKING LIKE CHRISTMAS 

What makes it look the most like Christmas is the 

presence of Jesus.  How do we know he is here?  

Take a look: 

LOOK AT A MANGER—Do you have a nativity 

set?  Place the Baby Jesus figure where you can see 

him the best.  He came in humility for you. 

LOOK IN THE BIBLE—We hear the Christmas 

story in Luke 2 read each year in church.  Find a time 

to read the story straight from Scripture with you 

family.  The Word points to the Word Made Flesh. 

LOOK UNDER THE TREE—No matter what gift 

may be your favorite this year, there is only one Gift 

that is the greatest:  Jesus.  His presence is his present 

to us all. 

LOOK AT THE SKY—When we look up at the 

stars in the night sky, remember that bright star that 

shone over the place where Jesus was.  The lights we 

see up above remind us that Jesus is the true Light of 

the World. 

LOOK TO EACH OTHER—Christmas is a time to 

see Christ at work in the lives of the people we know 

and love.  Spend some quality moments with friends 

and relatives, rejoicing in God’s plan for them. 
  .—www.creativecommunications.com 



GIVE A GIFT THAT WILL CHANGE 

A LIFE 

If you are looking for some non-traditional gift idea 

this Christmas that keep giving, here are a few 

options: 

 $10 a fruit tree 

 $20 school supplies for a child 

 $25 feed a family of 4 for a month 

 $30 20 chicks 

 $35 clothing and shoes for children 

 $73 feed a child for a year 

 $100 3 piglets 

 $131 one goat 

 $150 solar-power light kit for a home 

These are more than a gift.  It is a transformational 

change providing impoverished families with a path 

to a brighter, healthier future. 

These are all options to help families in countries 

where help is needed most.  Contact the office for a 

gift catalog and ways to provide these gifts. 
 

 

ALTAR & ROSARY EXCHANGE 

AND TOUR 

St. John’s Altar & Rosary is hosting and would like 

to invite all ladies from each of our three parishes to a 

Christmas Cookie Exchange and Nativity Tour on 

Thursday, December 1, 6pm at St. John’s Parish Hall.  

A baked potato bar will be provided with various 

toppings to build your own potato, along with drinks.   

Each lady is asked to bring two dozen cookies. Boxes 

will be provided for each to then select two dozen in 

return for take home or dessert pleasure.  

Also, for those who wish, please bring one or some 

of your favorite nativities to be set out for display and 

browsing. We plan to have the nativity display open 

for tour this evening as well as 8-3 on Friday, after 

St. John’s 6:30 Mass on Saturday and 9am Mass on 

Sunday until 11am.  There will be monitors each day 

to deter touching.  If you only prefer to have your 

nativity on display Thursday evening and then take it 

back home, that is ok too.  Either way, please plan to 

join us as we share and exchange and tour the way 

that leads us to find Jesus! 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR 

DECEMbeR 

 

HOLY FAMILY 

Sunday 11:00 am Reader/Commentator:  Lisa 

Baker Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion:  Kathleen Stanley Ushers:  Tina & 

Russ Poston Greeter:  Beverly Vaughn 

 

ST. MARY’S 

Dec. 3:   Reader:  Ted Kolodka Greeter: Laverne 

Watson 

Immaculate Conception Holyday, Dec. 8, 5:30pm: 

Reader:  Ted Kolodka Greeter: Loretta Wilson 

Dec. 10:   Reader:  Laverne Watson Greeter: Dean 

& Loretta Wilson 

Dec. 17:   Reader:  Dan Watson Greeter: Jane 

Crouch 

Dec. 24, Christmas Eve:  Reader:  Ted Kolodka 

Greeter: Ray & Therese Jones 

Dec. 31, Solemnity of Mary Vigil:  Reader:  Dan 

Watson Greeter: Laverne Watson 

 

ST. JOHN’S 

Saturdays 6:30 pm Reader:  Vince Cimino 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: 

Sonya Hoffman 3, 10, 29, Diana Holsten 17, 

Greeters:  Mary Ford 

Sundays 9:00 am Reader: Eric Aulbach 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:  

Megan Trissel Greeters:  Karen, Will & Max Uggen 

4, Jessica & Brian Kitterman Family 11, 18 

Immaculate Conception Vigil, Dec. 7, 5:30pm:  

Reader: Claire Aulbach Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion: Tom Aulbach 

Christmas Eve 12midnight: Reader: Vince Cimino 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: 

Megan Trissel Greeters: Karen, Will & Max Uggen 

 
 

"He who labors as he prays lifts his heart to 

God with his hands." 
-St. Bernard 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

MONTHLY K OF C CHALLENGE 

“For it is through the Holy Spirit that this 
child has been conceived in her. She will 
bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their 
sins.” (Gospel for Dec. 18, Mt 1:20-21) 

Does the Advent season sometimes seem to be about 

things other than Christ? Amid breathless 

advertisements, urgent warnings about the waning 

number of shopping days and the hassle of making 

holiday plans, there’s a danger that Jesus’ birth will 

be neglected or forgotten. Let’s make it a priority to 

remember what Christmas is about: The Son of God 

became man in order to die for our sins and rise 

again, so that we could be freed from our slavery to 

sin and also rise to new life. 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori: 
This month, I challenge you to keep your attention on 

the true meaning of Christmas by setting up a 

Nativity scene in a prominent place in your home and 

spending some time in prayer before it each day. 

Second, I challenge you to assist your council in the 

Faith in Action Keep Christ in Christmas program. 

Questions for Reflection: 
How do you “Keep Christ in Christmas” in your own 

life? Do you practice any Christmas traditions that 

help you do this? Could you establish any new 

traditions that will remind you what Christmas is all 

about? 

 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES  

ANNIVERSARIES: 

December 

20 John & Karen Shields  

29 Rich & Karen Uggen 

31 Ronald & Beatrice Griffith (73) 

January—none reported 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

December 

2 Beatrice Griffith 

3 Becky Cain 

5 Ted Fettig 

5 Rich Uggen 

6 Jacob Holsten 

16 Tom Aulbach 

17 Ronald Griffith 

18 Cecilia Biller 

25 Brian Kitterman 

27 Amy Hardesty  

January 

8 Ammee Uggen 

10 Adam Aulbach 

21 Linda Trant 

25 Bernadette Elkins 

29 Jessica Kitterman 

 

If you would like to be included in the birthday and 

anniversary listings, please drop us a note with your 

name, month and day of birth or anniversary. We 

would be happy to share it through The Good News 

Letter.  We do not automatically include names due 

to privacy. 

 

“Saints do not become saints through acts of 

prophecy or performance of miracles.  They do 

nothing extraordinary at all, other than 

faithfully carrying out their ordinary duties.” 

Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan 

 

 



 

Looking to the saints, we can find inspiration, hope and 

encouragement that fosters a deeper personal commitment 

to follow Jesus in his church through our 3 Pillars: 

Mission, Community, and Witness. 

Mission Pillar: Go therefore and make disciples,  

Parts 1& 2 
By Father Ted Dudzinski, Vicar General, Moderator of the 

Curia, Chancellor and Administrator of Church of the Blessed 

Sacrament 

The first pillar of the Uniting in Heart 2030 Pastoral Plan 

was formulated using the following passage from the 

Gospel of Mathew 28: 16-20. The Mission Pillar invites us 

to consider our identity as Christians, as well as the 

foundations of the spiritual life. These include Missionary 

Discipleship, the Universal Call to Holiness and our 

Vocations as baptized Christians, as well as our particular 

vocational calling within our baptismal vocation.  For 

context, read Matthew 28: 16-20: The Commissioning of 

the Disciples.  

Two saints who exemplify this pillar are our Blessed 

Mother Mary, Queen of all Saints and Blessed Carlo 

Acutis.  

We know that Mary is the preeminent disciple of Jesus. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church #487, reminds us, 

“What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on 

what it believes about Christ, and what it teaches about 

Mary illumines in turn its faith in Christ.”   

When we spend time in prayer with Mary, we are 

necessarily growing in our devotion to her son. After 

Jesus’ ascension, Mary prayed for the nascent Church, and 

with the apostles prayed for the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit, Pentecost. We know that along with St. Joseph, 

Mary was the first to adore Jesus and hold him in her 

hands. As he grew in wisdom and knowledge, so too did 

Mary, in her wisdom, knowledge of Jesus and her own 

vocation.  And so, all generations have called her blessed.  

Undoubtedly, Mary shows us the way to a deeper 

relationship with her son and how to share him for the 

salvation of the world. Ultimately, she communicates by 

her very life that we should be disciples: learning, loving 

and living Christ’s mission. We do that best by meditating 

on the life of Christ through the eyes of Mary in the most 

holy rosary. As we continue to draw closer to Mary and 

truly allow her to be our mother, may she lead us into the 

Eucharistic Heart of her Son, Jesus! 

 
Our generation is really no different than any other 

generation, and in living out our Christian faith we want 

examples of present-day saints who look like us. I present 

to you that saint in the making, currently a blessed (one 

step away from full sainthood)—Carlo Acutis (1991- 

2006).  

Blessed Carlo’s Feast Day is October 12. The relic (body) 

of Carlo is in glass tomb in Assisi. He is wearing a sweat 

top, jeans and Nikes; casually dressed as he loved to dress 

in life. He was a gamer, although only allowed himself an 

hour a week as penance and for spiritual discipline, a 

computer programmer, website designer (of all of the 

Eucharistic miracles in the world) and loved to play 

soccer.  

Carlo cared for the marginalized and classmates who were 

picked on. His website prominently displayed this quote 

from him, “To always be close to Jesus, that is my life 

plan.” 

From the day he received his First Holy Communion until 

the day he died of Leukemia at the age of 15 years old, he 

attended daily Mass as often as possible. He tried to make 

a Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament before or after 

Mass, united with his love, Jesus. By all accounts from 

family, it was Carlo who pleaded with his parents, 

relatives and friends to get him to Mass and take him on 

pilgrimages. Because of the witness of her son, Carlo’s 

own mother experienced a profound conversion. Carlo 

also proclaimed that Mary was his only earthly love daily 

uniting with her in the recitation of the rosary.  

This Servant of God, Carlo Acutis, should speak directly 

to your heart when reflecting on our Mission Pillar. Thus, 

I share with you quotes from the Official Prayer and 

Novena to the Servant of God Carlo Acutis.  

• “Not me, but God,”  

• “Always to be united with Jesus, that is my life’s 

programme.”   

• “Continuously ask your Guardian Angel for help. 

Your Guardian Angel has to become your best 

friend.” 

• “Our soul is like a hot-air balloon…If by chance there 

is a mortal sin, the soul falls to the ground. Confession 

is like the fire underneath the balloon enabling the 

soul to rise again…It is important to go to Confession 

often.” 

• “Sadness is looking at ourselves, happiness is looking 

toward God.” 

• “The only thing we have to ask God for, in prayer, is 

the desire to be holy.”  

• “The Virgin Mary is the only woman in my life.”  

• “The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.”  

Since the United States Bishops have asked us to enter 

into a time of Eucharistic renewal through our National 

Eucharistic Revival, I want to close with this quote from 

Blessed Carlo Acutis, “The more Eucharist we receive, the 

more we become like JESUS so that on this earth we will 

have the foretaste of Heaven."  

May Mary our Mother, and Blessed Carlo Acutis, 

intercede for us as we enter more deeply into our love of 

Jesus, our call to missionary discipleship and our Uniting 

in Heart pastoral plan. 
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Lord’s Day Liturgy 
                  SATURDAY:  5.00 pm at St. Mary’s 

             6:30 pm at St. John’s 

                        SUNDAY:  9:00 am at St. John’s 

                                          11:00 am at Holy Family 

- Weekday Liturgy:  Please consult inside the bulletin. – 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Immaculate Conception Holyday Mass Schedule 
Vigil 5:30pm at St. John’s 
Day 12noon at Holy Family 
        5:30pm at St. Mary’s 
 
Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve 5pm at St. Mary’s 
                12midnight at St. John’s 
Christmas Day 11am at Holy Family 
 
Solemnity of Mary Mass Schedule 
Regular weekend schedule of Masses 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“It is time to stop searching for worldly 

solutions to spiritual problems.” 

   --Matthew Kelly 
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CMA 2022 PAYMENTS WRAP-UP 

IN DECEMBER 

December is the wrap-up to our 2022 CMA 

campaign for the bishop’s annual appeal.  All final 

payments should be made prior to Christmas in order 

for them to arrive and post for this year’s goal. 

Remember, ALL overage of payments up to 25% will 

be returned to our parishes.    Thank you for your 

pledges and for finishing out your payments. 


