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FROM THE PEN OF THE PASTOR:  

As the Summer Season arrives, we look forward to 

a great and safe one for all our families and friends. 

Below are some notes and events for us to reflect 

on or attend in the days to come. 

First, please if you have not done so, look over and 

pray over our Volunteer Survey Form. Each form 

we get back is extraordinarily helpful for planning 

for our events this Summer and upcoming Fall. The 

more surveys we receive also opens up new ideas 

and possibilities for next year as well. Thank you 

for your time in prayer, reflecting on how the Holy 

Spirit is working in your life and the life of our 

parishes. 

We also want to give prayers and thanksgiving for 

all our high school and college graduates this year. 

It is a profound achievement for these young men 

and women as they begin the next phases of their 

lives. The gift of education is no small matter and 

truly reflects God’s generosity to the world of 

education—and no gift is small that comes from 

God on high. Jesuit Father Mitch Pacwa in his 

recent commencement speech shares the purpose of 

education to our 2022 graduates: “Understand the 

moral task that you have to make yourself a better 

person in your relationship with God; having a 

sense of commitment to morality and the truth of 

right and wrong will serve you well.” I hope and 

pray that our graduates will always reflect on the 

purpose of education that leads to worthy ways of 

living. 

We look forward to many summer events for our 

parishes and communities. We are planning a 

Friday night out at the Ft. Wayne TinCaps stadium 

in June, a potential softball game and soccer 

matches for our youth and adults, Vacation Bible 

School in July, and our pastorate picnic with an 

outdoor Mass hopefully in August. If there are any 

additional events in our local area that might be of 

interest for our parishioners please feel free to let 

us know. 

So, please continue to pray for the safety of all our 

parishioners and be on the lookout for more 

summer happenings in the announcements and 

bulletin. 

 

In Christ,  

 

Fr. Hurley 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

GRADUATES 

The end of the school year is upon us and that means 

we salute our graduating seniors.   

From Holy Family:  Megan Stanley 

From St. John’s:  Noah Kitterman 

        Madison Merkel 

        Jenna Payne 

        Anya Uggen 

Please pray for these young adults as they enter the 

next chapter of their lives.  May they continue to 

grow in their faith, follow the path of Christ, and live 

lives led by the Holy Spirit. 



EMHC TRAINING 

Our pastorate will hold a Eucharistic Minister of 

Holy Communion training session on Wednesday, 

June 15th at 6pm at St. John’s.  This training will take 

place in the church.  It is for ALL current Eucharistic 

Ministers and for all who would be interested in 

being a minister of Holy Communion at Mass or 

willing to take Communion to our shut-ins.   

Fr. Hurley is requested everyone interested in this 

ministry…present or future ministers…to attend this 

training.  Please plan to attend!

 
 

FEARFULLY MADE - BABY BOTTLE 

CAMPAIGN 

This fundraiser is a simple way to join the Cause of 

Abundant Life in your community.  The resulting 

donations will be used to hold groups for men and 

women that focus on sharing about Christ and 

building relationships, teach nurturing parenting 

skills, offer ultrasounds, and connect hurting people 

with others willing to do life together.  Every bottle 

collected counts!  Join us between Mother’s Day and 

Father’s Day to help further the mission in our 

community.  Bottles are available at St. John’s 

Church entrances.  Take one, fill it, return it!

 
 

FATHER’S DAY PRAYER  

We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in 

our lives. 

Fatherhood does not come with a manual, and 

reality teaches us that some fathers excel while 

others fail.  We ask for Your blessings for them all 

and forgiveness where it is needed. 

This Father's Day we remember the many sacrifices 

fathers make for their children and families, and 

the ways--both big and small--they lift children to 

achieve dreams thought beyond reach. 

So too, we remember all those who have helped fill 

the void when fathers pass early or are absent; 

grandfathers and uncles, brothers and cousins, 

teachers, pastors and coaches and the women of our 

families. 

For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and 

humility in the face of the task of parenting. Give 

them the strength to do well by their children and by 

You. 

In Your Holy name, O God, we pray.  Amen. 

- Xavier.edu/Rev. Chuck Currie 

 

Mcdowell 50
TH

 ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations to Carl and Connie McDowell of 

St. Mary’s Church on 50 years of marriage.  May 

their love continue to thrive and be an inspiration 

to us all as they continue to live out their vocation 

in the Sacrament of Marriage. 

 

 
 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR JUNE 

HOLY FAMILY 

Sunday 11:00 am Reader/Commentator: Anthony 

Stanley Eucharistic Minister:  Luke Christman 

Ushers:  Kaleb & Alexandria Moore Greeter:  Barb 

Jones 

 

ST. MARY’S 

June 4:   Reader:  Dan Watson Greeter: Jane 

Crouch  Counter: Dan Watson 

June 11:   Reader:  Ted Kolodka Greeter: Colleen 

Bicknell  Counter: Jane Crouch 

June 18:   Reader:  Dan Watson Greeter: Dean & 

Loretta Wilson Counter: Dan Watson 

June 25:  Reader:  Laverne Watson Greeter: 

Colleen Bicknell Counter: Dan Watson 

 

ST. JOHN’S 

Saturdays 6:30 pm Reader:  Fred Hoffman 

Eucharistic Minister: Sonya Hoffman  

Sundays 9:00 am  Reader: Lisa Rinker Eucharistic 

Minister:  Alan Gordon 

 
 

"The last degree of love is when He gave 
Himself to us to be our Food; because He 
gave Himself to be united with us in every 
way." 

–St. Bernardine of Siena 



VBS - STORY TIME WITH JESUS 

We need your help!! 

Vacation Bible School is each evening from 6:00 PM 

- 7:30 PM, July 18 - 22, at St. John's. 

We have five stations: games, crafts, songs, snacks, 

and a devotion lesson, children will rotate through 

each evening.  We also need volunteers to walk with 

the children from station to station.  This is a very 

energetic week!!  VBS is an awesome way to share 

our faith with our children!   

If you are interested in volunteering your time and 

energy with VBS please call or text Christina 

Christman at (765)733-4026.  Thank You!! 

 

 

 
 

"Commitment is doing what you said you 
would do, after the feeling you said it in 
has passed." 

–St. Camillus 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Missionary Discipleship – Missionary discipleship is 

following Jesus Christ in and through His Church to share 

the gospel message with our family and our neighbors, to 

the ends of the earth. Missionary discipleship involves 

getting all the baptized to understand that we are called to 

mission, not maintenance. 

 

New Evangelization – The New Evangelization calls 

each of us to deepen our faith, believe in the Gospel 

message and go forth to proclaim the Gospel. The focus of 

the New Evangelization calls all Catholics to be 

evangelized and then go forth to evangelize. In a special 

way, the New Evangelization is focused on 're-proposing' 

the Gospel to those who have experienced a crisis of faith. 

Pope Benedict XVI called for the re-proposing of the 

Gospel "to those regions awaiting the first evangelization 

and to those regions where the roots of Christianity are 

deep but who have experienced a serious crisis of faith 

due to secularization." The New Evangelization invites 

each Catholic to renew their relationship with Jesus Christ 

and his Church. (Taken from the USCCB website.) 

"The stillness of prayer is the most 
essential condition for fruitful action. 
Before all else, the disciple kneels down." 

–St. Gianna Molla 
 

 
 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN 

SURVEYS 

As you discern how God is calling you, take time 

through prayer and reflection, to ask the Holy Spirit 

to help you recognize your gifts and talents.  

The survey found in the April edition of The Good 

News Letter is lined with many possible avenues for 

each of us to put to use the skills and talents we have 

been blessed with.  Please mark accordingly the 

boxes you have interest in, and those that you wish 

to continue in if you already volunteer, and return 

the form at your earliest convenience to the office or 

leave on the bookcases at either of our three 

parishes.  Extra copies are available at our church 

entrances as well.  Please volunteer your talents that 

we may all work to grow our Church. 

Thank you for your gifts!! 

 

 
 

 

"Love Mary! She is loveable, faithful, 
constant. She will never let herself be 
outdone in love, but will ever remain 
supreme. If you are in danger, she will 
hasten to free you. If you are troubled, 
she will console you. If you are sick, she 
will bring you relief. If you are in need, 
she will help you. She does not look to 
see what kind of person you have been. 
She simply comes to a heart that wants 
to love her." 

–St. Gabriel Possenti 



YEAR OF THE FAMILY 

 Pope Francis has announced a 

special Year of the Family for March 19, 2021, to June 26, 

2022. The year commemorates the fifth anniversary of the 

apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love).  

As we draw to a close the past year set aside by Pope 

Francis for families, let us end in prayer for one another to 

grow in the Joy of Love. 

 

YEAR OF THE FAMILY PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, you bless us with the gifts of life 

and love so powerfully present in our midst through 

families. 

In praise of your gifts, we offer you in return our 

commitment to love and care for one another as 

family – as our own family, as church family and as 

part of the great human family. 

In whatever state of life we find ourselves, whether 

married or single, widowed or divorced, clergy or 

religious, young or elderly or in complicated 

situations, may your love be real and deeply felt. 

Bestow your blessings on mothers and father, 

grandmothers and grandfathers.  Bless brothers and 

sisters.  Embrace those who are alone and feel that 

they are abandoned.  Make us one family for you 

are Our Father, and we your children.  Make our 

home a dwelling place of love, respect, 

understanding, forgiveness and support. 

In sickness and in health, in poverty and plenty, in 

joy and in sorrow, may we never give up on each 

other, may we never give up on our families, may 

we never give up on your extraordinary gift of 

family life. 

We ask the intercession of Mary, our mother and 

Joseph, her spouse, who cared for Jesus in 

Nazareth, who is our Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PEOPLE WITH GOOD NEWS 

 

Bob & Colleen Bicknell celebrated their 40th 

wedding anniversary on May 7, 2022. 

Mason Kitterman was one of 27 invited to 

participate in the 110 M hurdles in the State Track 

and Field Finals.  He finished 12th.   

Carl & Connie McDowell celebrated their 50th 

wedding anniversary on May 27, 2022. 

Steve & Katie Moore became the proud parents of 

Gwendolyn Marie, born April 22nd, 6lb. 14 oz, 19”.  

Anya Uggen placed second at the Elwood Tennis 

Invite. 

 
 

 
All young adults are invited to attend Arise, our new 

diocesan-wide young adult retreat from June 10-12. 

This retreat will focus on the core Gospel message 

and is open to young adults at any stage in their 

relationship with God. The weekend will include 

talks, prayer, sacraments, small group discussion, and 

time to relax. Register online by June 1 at https://dol-

in.org/YoungAdultRetreat.  

 

 
 

 

 
Our pastorate family has been asked to raise $42,850. 

St. Mary’s portion is $5,847, Holy Family $17,461, 

and St. John’s $19,542. Through mid-May, St. 

Mary’s and St. John’s has reached their goal in 

pledges.  Holy Family is just short of their pledge by 

about $3,200.  All payments must be received by 

December 31, 2022. 

Extra pledge cards can be found on the tables at our 

church entrances. Thank you for your continued 

stewardship and prayers for our Local Church and for 

helping us cover this appeal. 

https://dol-in.org/YoungAdultRetreat
https://dol-in.org/YoungAdultRetreat


CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES  

ANNIVERSARIES: 

4 Ray & Therese Jones  

26 Ken & Connie Hartnagel   

BIRTHDAYS: 

2 Matthew Aulbach 

7 Ruth Ann Clawson 

11 Julie K. Fields 

22 Hope Fleming 

22 Karen Uggen 

23 Ryan John Trissel 

25 Mason Kitterman 

28 Mary Ford 

29 Jim Cale 

If you would like to be included in the birthday and 

anniversary listings, please drop us a note with your 

name, month and day of birth or anniversary. We 

would be happy to share it through The Good News 

Letter.  We do not automatically include names due 

to privacy.  

 

 

MONTHLY K OF C CHALLENGE 

“If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.” (Gospel for June 5, Jn 14:15) 

Scripture makes it clear that actions speak louder 

than words. If we truly love Christ, we will act 

accordingly, living according to his commandments 

and the moral teachings of his Church. And we will 

do so remembering his commandment that we “love 

one another as I love you” (Jn 15:12). My brothers, 

let us recall that Jesus shows a particular love and 

care for the poor, the sick and the less fortunate in 

society, and resolve to do likewise with our actions as 

a sign of our love for him. 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 

William E. Lori: 

This month, I challenge you to show your love for 

Christ by serving the poor and needy in a concrete, 

tangible way. Second, I challenge you to keep the 

commandment to love one another by participating in 

the Faith in Action Global Wheelchair Mission 

program, Habitat for Humanity program or Helping 

Hands program. 

Questions for Reflection: 

Do you truly love God? Does this love show in how 

you live and how you treat others? With family and 

other loved ones, do your “actions speak louder than 

words” in revealing your love for them? 

 
 

  
 

 

MOTHER’S DAY “CAKE AND OLD 

LACE” FILLED WITH MEMORIES 

St. John's Altar Rosary Society sponsored a special 

mother-daughter event on May 15. The "Cake and 

Old Lace" event featured bridal dresses from 

pastorate members' families. Many of the dresses 

were too fragile to be worn. We had dresses from 

1885 (from Sara Montgomery's family) through 2010 

(Megan Trissel, daughter of Karen Sheilds whose 

dress was also displayed on a mannequin).  Catherine 

Bir from Holy Family Parish brought her mother-in-

law's dress from 1945 (also displayed on a 

mannequin). From St Mary's parish Theresa Jones 

brought her own dress (1972) as well as her mom's 

dress (1948).  Beautiful bridal gowns with live 

models came from Wilma Payne, Fran Eikenbary, 

Mary West, Pat Trant, Rebecca Trant Saylor, Shea 

Aulbach, Claire Aulbach and Megan Trissel.  

Wedding Cake and Punch were enjoyed while about 

80 attendees perused the many wedding pictures and 

other wedding memorabilia displayed. Thanks to all 

who made this day special for our pastorate. 



 
A BIG “THANK YOU” TO OUR 

CATECHISTS 

Another year of religious education for our preschool 

through high school students has ended.  We wish to 

thank our religious education teachers for all their 

volunteer efforts to teach and share the faith with our 

students and their families. 

From Holy Family: 

Kristina Slater, Alexandria & Kaleb Moore, Anne 

Soultz, and Christina Christman. 

From St. John’s 

Anya Uggen, Kayli Henderson, Amy Henderson, 

Corey Hardesty, Eric Cale, Lisa Rinker and DRE 

Claire Aulbach. 

Religious education is all about supporting parents as 

the primary catechists of their children. Faith is not 

something that is solely learned in a class that meets 

one hour a week; it is something we live and grow 

into with our families, and it takes each of us to 

support that. Faith formation only makes sense to the 

children if the faith is part of their home life. 

Practicing the faith at home includes praying 

together, reading the Bible together, talking about 

faith, and, most importantly, attending Mass.  Please 

use the summer to continue your child’s faith 

formation until we meet again in August…and take a 

moment to thank your child’s catechist! 
 
 

 

 
PENTECOST SHARES FRUIT OF 

THE SPIRIT TO BUILD UNITY 

Who doesn’t love a story with fire, wind, speaking in 

tongues, and a bold proclamation of the Gospel? 

Unfortunately, though, by the time Pentecost rolls 

around in the calendar, many of our religious 

education programs have ended and our creative 

energy switches off into summer mode.  

On Pentecost, the Apostles did not just proclaim the 

Good News; they proclaimed it in languages they did 

not even know to people who had gathered in 

Jerusalem from all over the world. Pentecost 

celebrates the diversity and unity of the global are 

many parts to one Body, and many gifts but the same 

Spirit. 

We do not physically see the Holy Spirit as we would 

see any other person or being; however, we can 

observe the evidence of the presence and workings of 

the Holy Spirit in our own lives and in the lives of 

others. The Church teaches us to look for the 

following clues of the effects of the Spirit: love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, 

gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and 

chastity. The majority of these fruits are traced to this 

famous passage from the Letter to the Galatians: 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control.” (5:22–23) In other words, we provide 

evidence of the Holy Spirit in our lives by the way 

we live. 

Is the Holy Spirit at work in your life through the 

clues you live each day? 

--excerpted from Loyola Press, Catechist’s Journey 

by Joe Poprocki 

 
 

"Happiness can only be achieved by 
looking inward and learning to enjoy 
whatever life has, and this requires 
transforming greed into gratitude." 

–St. John Chrysostom 

https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/tag/pentecost/
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Lord’s Day Liturgy 
                  SATURDAY:  5.00 pm at St. Mary’s 

             6:30 pm at St. John’s 

                        SUNDAY:  9:00 am at St. John’s 

                                          11:00 am at Holy Family 

- Weekday Liturgy:  Please consult inside the bulletin. – 

 

 

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 

Check us out at:  www.stmaryjohn.org. 

Weekly bulletins, this newsletter, daily Mass with 

Bishop Barron, the Catholic Moment, daily readings 

and prayers, online giving options, FORMED, and 

much more can be found on this website.   

 

Please join us in Celebrating the Lord’s Day with the 

sacrifice of the Mass. 

The Lord’s Day Weekend Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  

5:00pm at St. Mary’s, Dunkirk 

 6:30pm at St. John’s, Hartford City 

Sunday Mass: 

 9:00am at St. John’s, Hartford City 

11:00am at Holy Family, Gas City 

     
                                 
       
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: June 17, 2022 

 

Editor:  Diana Holsten 

 

 

TINCAPS NIGHT OUT 

Our Pastorate is planning a family night at the Fort 

Wayne TinCaps minor league baseball game.  They 

will be playing the Great Lakes Loons. 

Friday, June 24 

Game Time:  7:05 

Fireworks to follow. 

Ticket Price:  $14 per person,  

2 and under are free 
From the TinCaps website: “These seats provide one 

of the most breath-taking views in all of professional 

baseball. Spanning from dugout to dugout, the All-

Star Seats get you right down into the action. Some 

All-Star Seats put you closer to the catcher than the 

pitcher is!” 

Food vouchers can be purchased in advance for $7, a 

$3 savings, for a hot dog, chips, and drink.  

Otherwise, you can purchase concessions on your 

own or not if you prefer not to purchase the voucher. 

We can carpool that evening from our three parish 

locations if there is interest and need. 

Please contact the office at 765-348-3889, 765-674-

2605 or email:  stmaryjohn@att.net or 

dholsten@parish.dol-in.org to reserve your 

tickets.  This is a pastorate gathering to grow in 

faith and support of one another in our three 

parishes. 

http://www.stmaryjohn.org/
mailto:stmaryjohn@att.net
mailto:dholsten@parish.dol-in.org

