
THE GOOD NEWS LETTER 
SEPTEMBER 23, 2022 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PEN OF THE PASTOR:  

Fall is truly upon us, and we want to continue to 

pray for our families and parishioners especially 

those working on our farms and those transporting 

the harvests and animals in the days to come. I am 

continually impressed with the work that goes into 

the harvest season, and I enjoy learning more about 

the distinct aspects that goes into them. As always, 

I am available for blessings for the different parts 

of the harvest as well as prayers for our animals 

and equipment too.  

Along with the harvest work, we are also working 

hard to provide more opportunities to gather to 

learn and share the faith this October as well. We 

will have more information about these events in 

this newsletter and our parish bulletin, but we will 

have friendly reminders throughout this month. I 

am looking forward personally to our trip to Maria 

Stein to see their amazing collection of saint’s 

relics: this will be a fun mini-pilgrimage to get 

ready for All Saints and All Soul’s Day.  

And, of course, speaking of Saints, we do well to 

honor Mary Our Mother and great patroness, 

whose month this is dedicated to. October 7th is the 

feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. The Church chose 

that day and, apparently by extension, the month of 

October to honor Our Lady of the Rosary because a 

great victory that took place on October 7th that 

protected Western Civilization. The decision to 

designate October as the month of the Rosary 

stems from the Church’s desire to extend its 

thanksgiving to Our Lady for victory in the Battle 

of Lepanto from one Sunday to a whole month. In 

addition, when Our Lady appeared in Fatima in 

May 1917, she identified herself as Our Lady of the 

Rosary. But it is good to recall that devotion to Our 

Lady started in the first century of the Church and 

has grown ever since. Let us all ask for Her 

profound intercession for a beautiful and holy 

month for all our families and friends.  

 

To Christ through Mary,  

 

Fr. Hurley 

 

 

SPECIAL ROSARY 

OPPORTUNITIES IN OCTOBER 

St. John’s will host a Rosary-making workshop in 

October.  Terry McVicker will lead us in making 

cord rosaries.  (If there is enough interest, a chain 

rosary making class will be scheduled later.) Classes 

will be held on Tuesday, October 11 and 18 6-

7:30pm in the parish hall.  Terry is willing to hold 

classes at Holy Family and St. Mary’s as well if 

attendance supports her drive.  All supplies will be 

provided as an outreach of St. John’s Altar & Rosary.  

We would like to develop enough rosary makers to 

make donations of rosaries to women’s shelters, 

missions, and other locations that request these.  

 

PRAY THE ROSARY AS A PARISH 

COMMUNITY 

Holy Family hosts two days each week for the 

opportunity to gather in prayer of the holy rosary: 

Wednesday at 4pm pray 15 decades of the rosary 

praying the Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious Mysteries 

Sunday at 4pm pray the Divine Mercy chaplet and 

one decade of the rosary. 

St. Mary’s gathers one half hour before Mass on 

Thursdays and Saturdays to pray the rosary. 

St. John’s gathers one half hour before Saturday and 

Sunday Mass to pray the rosary. 



 
 

 

St. Louis de Montfort 

“Never will anyone who says his Rosary every 

day be led astray. This is a statement that I 

would gladly sign with my blood.” 
 

 

MISSIONARY DISCIPLESHIP 

CONFERENCE 

The annual Missionary Discipleship Conference will 

take place on Saturday, October 1, at St. Elizabeth 

Seton (Carmel) from 9a-4p. This event is designed 

for catechists, DREs, evangelists, liturgists, youth 

ministers, and others engaged in the work of forming 

disciples in local communities. The day includes 

talks, lunch, prayer, and fellowship. 

The theme of this year's conference, taken from the 

USCCB's document Living as Missionary Disciples, 

is "Community and Communion" and will focus on 

how our membership in the Body of Christ is 

reflected in parish life and practices -- especially the 

Mass. 

Registration is now open; use the form below for 

individual registration at dol-in.org/MDC. 

Featured Speaker: Colleen Moore 

Our featured speaker is Colleen Moore, Director of 

Formation for the McGrath Institute for Church 

Life and Program Director of Echo, a graduate 

service program at the University of Notre Dame. 

Colleen will discuss Community, the third movement 

of evangelization in the USCCB document Living as 

Missionary Disciples, and will help unpack how 

Eucharistic communion empowers us for the 

proclamation of the Gospel. 

MONTHLY K OF C CHALLENGE 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our 

faith.” (Gospel for Oct. 2, Lk 17:5) 

“Increase our faith.” Think about that for a moment. 

Even the apostles, who walked with Jesus, lived with 

Jesus, heard him teach and saw him perform 

miracles, had their struggles with faith. Wouldn’t 

faith be even more difficult for us, who have not seen 

Jesus when he walked the earth? Fortunately, 

Christ is truly present to us in the Eucharist, and we 

can hear his words in Scripture. If we wish to 

increase our faith, let us spend time with Christ in the 

Eucharist and listen to him through Scripture. 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 

William E. Lori: 

This month, I challenge you to spend some time each 

week reading and meditating on the Gospels in the 

presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Second, I 

challenge you to participate in the Faith in Action 

Pilgrim Icon program. 

Questions for Reflection: 

When it comes to faith, do you ever find yourself just 

“going through the motions”? How can spending 

time with Christ in the Eucharist or reading his words 

in Scripture increase your faith? What are some 

practices you can undertake to grow in faith in 

Christ? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://dol-in.org/MDC
https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/flipbooks/living-as-missionary-disciples/files/assets/basic-html/page-I.html
https://dol-in.org/MDC-clergy
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/service-learning/echo-graduate-service-program/


"You are asking for something that would be 
harmful to your salvation if you had it—so 
by not getting what you've asked, you really 
are getting what you want." 
–St. Catherine of Siena 
 

 

7 WAYS TO STOP FEELING 

OVERWHELMED 

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, you’re not alone. It is 

one of the most common emotions in our society. 

Here are seven ways to get beyond overwhelmed!  

1. Take a walk. Exercise clears our minds. It literally 

helps our minds rearrange thoughts and ideas in our 

minds, relieves stress, and releases happy hormones 

in our bodies.  

2. Talk to someone. Just telling someone what we are 

experiencing can change everything. Even leaving a 

voicemail saying, “Hey, just wanted to chat, feeling 

so overwhelmed today!” can be liberating.  

3. Do. Delete. Delegate. Divide your to-do-list into 

these three categories. Divide and conquer. This will 

help you focus on what’s essential.  

4. Tidy your space. Organizing your work or living 

space has a way of reorganizing our thoughts and 

feelings too.  

5. Ask for help. It’s a sign of strength and genius, not 

a sign of weakness.  

6. Cancel everything that is non-essential on your 

schedule for a day or two, or a week if that is what is 

required  

7. Do something. Start doing something, don’t allow 

feeling overwhelmed to paralyze you. Inaction will 

only take you deeper into the overwhelmed state. 

Pick one thing on your to-do list and do it. It’s 

amazing how taking purposeful action can shift the 

momentum of your day. We all get overwhelmed 

from time to time. This isn’t the last time it’s going to 

happen to you, but it is time to develop a strategy to 

deal with it. 

   Matthew Kelly,  

Life is Messy 
 
 

 

"When we attend to the needs of those in 
want, we give them what is theirs, not ours. 
More than performing works of mercy, we 
are paying a debt of justice." 
–Pope Saint Gregory the Great 

 

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL  

“The theme for the Eucharistic revival is beautifully 

kerygmatic: “This is my body, given for you” (Lk 

22:19). These words encapsulate so well the proposal 

which Jesus makes to each of us. He wishes to make a 

gift of himself, to give himself totally and without 

reservation to each of us. This is an invitation into a 

life of profound love, of mystery, and of deep 

challenge and adventure.   

This is the adventure of the Eucharistic life. 

Receiving the Eucharist is meant to change how we 

see the world, how we make moral decisions, how we 

treat other people, especially those who are most 

vulnerable, to include pregnant moms and their 

unborn children, and those living in poverty.   

This is the Christian life. This is the life into which 

we are immersed when we receive the basic Christian 

message and when we receive the Eucharist. The life 

of following Jesus and living in Him is the adventure 

for which we were made. May the grace of Jesus in 

the Eucharist give each of us the desire and strength 

to respond to this invitation with joy, and with our full 

“yes.” And may our witness inspire and challenge 

those around us.”      Dr. James Pauley, USCCB.org 

 

 
 

THREE-MONTH HOMESTRETCH 

FOR CMA 2022 

Three and a half months to go to wrap up 2022 CMA. 

St. Mary’s has surpassed their pledge and payment 

amount, St. John’s has exceeded their pledge amount, 

but still has approximately $3,000 to go on payments, 

and Holy Family is just short on pledges by $1,500 

and payments by $2,300. 

Please continue to make your pledge payments.  As 

soon as our payments reach our required goal as a 

pastorate, all overage up to 25% will be returned to 

our parishes.   All payments must be received by 

December 31, 2022.  Rebates will be given back to 

each pastorate who goes over the goal with a cap at 

25%. There are still pledge cards on the tables at our 

church entrances if you have not yet made a pledge.  



GREEN SCAPULAR MIRACLES 

Our Lady knows how hard we pray for our loved 

ones who have left the Faith. She knows how much 

we suffer alongside our friends and family who are 

dealing with physical or emotional afflictions. 

She also knows that people in need of conversion are 

often closed to our attempts to lead them to the truth. 

On the Feast of her Nativity, September 8th, 1840, 

she appeared to Sister Justine Bisqueyburu in Paris. 

Sister Justine was a Daughter of Charity, the same 

order as St. Catherine Labouré who had received the 

Miraculous Medal just ten years earlier. 

Our Lady appeared with her Immaculate Heart in her 

right hand and a scapular in her left. The scapular 

was really a cloth medallion rather than a true 

scapular, since it only had one piece of cloth. It 

depicted Our Lady on one side—her flaming Heart in 

her hands—and on the other, her Heart, pierced and 

flaming, rays coming forth from it, and a cross 

surmounting it. Around her Heart are the words: 

“Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us, now and at 

the hour of our death 

 
Since it is not a form of a religious habit like other 

scapulars, there is no enrollment process—it need 

only be blessed by a priest. The person needing 

healing or conversion should wear it and say the 

above-quoted prayer to the Immaculate Heart every 

day; you can pray it for them as well. 

Since the apparition, the Green Scapular has become 

famous for the conversions and healings Our Lady 

has effected through it. Some of the most common 

types of miracles associated with it include: healings 

of people on the brink of death or suicide, sudden 

wisdom and understanding in the midst of dangerous 

relationships or behaviors, and, most importantly, 

quiet or drastic changes of heart which lead people to 

(or back to) the Catholic Church. 

If you have a friend or family member in need of 

spiritual conversion, enlightenment, or any kind of 

healing, place them in the safe haven of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. The Green Scapular is 

Our Lady’s special means of rescuing these souls—

even when they don’t want to be rescued. 

If you wish to order one and need help, contact the 

office. 

Community: A Pillar of Life 

in Christ 

The Church in the United States is a community of 

faith that is composed of members of many different 

cultures. Respect, understanding, and openness to this 

diversity is key to assisting all in having a personal 

encounter with Christ and growing as missionary 

disciples. (Living as Missionary Disciples; 2017) 

From the earliest days of the Church our communal 

life and fellowship have been one of the bedrocks of 

our lives as Christians (cf. Acts 2:42). In recent years 

we've rediscovered this truth, especially in the context 

of evangelization. The USCCB document Living as 

Missionary Disciples, quoted above, goes so far as to 

name Community as one of the four "movements" of 

evangelization. 

Community follows the movements of encounter and 

accompaniment because drawing close to Jesus 

naturally draws us to his body, the Church; a person 

cannot be said to have been led to Christ if the 

journey doesn't include a relationship with the People 

of God. At the same time participation in the 

communion of the Church is a prerequisite for 

ministry and apostolate, for our mission must be 

discerned with and affirmed by others. This is 

especially true for those of us who participate in 

ministerial work of Church. 

As we continue to journey through the National 

Eucharist Revival, reflect on how your reception 

of Communion strengthens your communion with the 

Church. How does your ministry reflect the 

importance of fellowship? How can we continue to 

strengthen the various communities that make up our 

parishes — especially families?  
Jonathan F. Sullivan, DOL 

 

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 

Check us out at:  www.stmaryjohn.org. Weekly 

bulletins, this newsletter, daily Mass with Bishop 

Barron, the Catholic Moment, daily readings and 

prayers, online giving options, FORMED, and much 

more can be found on this website.   

Please join us in Celebrating the Lord’s Day with the 

sacrifice of the Mass.  We miss you when you are 

away and welcome you back. 

The Lord’s Day Weekend Mass Schedule: 

Sat. Vigil Mass: 5:00pm at St. Mary’s, Dunkirk 

 6:30pm at St. John’s, Hartford City 

Sun. Mass: 9:00am, St. John’s, Hartford City 

11:00am at Holy Family, Gas City 

http://enews.trinityroad.com/q/LDZMbk0sBMT90Xu_Aa7bWrhkswguh9jLqIGEZcOJc3Rqb2huc3BhcmlzaDIwOUBhdHQubmV0w4gZ799i2pLcqaMhI6_hY1T8We8dQ
https://dol-in.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99d4544b3e1b56f9a5e8a54f8&id=10898935bb&e=ec265d0a67
http://www.stmaryjohn.org/
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 ANNUAL PASTORATE PICNIC 

A SUCCESS 

2022 has seen more pastorate collaboration and our 

2nd annual pastorate picnic was evidence of that.  

Sunday, August 28th, approximately 175 people 

gathered throughout the day to join in the festivities.  

The day began with Mass outdoors at the Gas City 

Park Amphitheater on a gloriously beautiful morning.  

People gathered in lawn chairs, on blankets, and on 

the benches to hear the word of God, partake in the 

Eucharist and rejoice in the music sang by cantors 

from each of our parishes with keyboard 

accompaniment by Mrs. Burhite, the organist at Holy 

Family.  Special thanks to Christina Christman’s 

brother-in-law for providing microphones and 

speakers for the service. 

A wide selection of great food followed with the 

Blackford 4H Fairboard providing porkburgers and 

butterfly porkchops.  No one went away hungry. 

There were at variety of raffle baskets provided by 

the parishes.  You only needed to attend to get tickets 

for the basket raffle. Thank you to those who put 

together the baskets and congratulations to the basket 

winners. The cornhole tournament was a big hit again 

this year. And, the park and the many shade trees 

allowed for all to rest and rejoice in our togetherness 

and the splendor of the day. 

Many kudos to Christina Christman and her 

committee of Anne Devitt, Judy Moore, Katie Moore 

Linda Trant, Shea Aulbach, Loretta Wilson, and Ted 

Kolodka, plus many others who helped pull 

everything together.  

We look forward to next year’s picnic. 

 

 

 
Fr. Hurley on the mic calling raffle ticket winning 

numbers from our 2nd Annual Pastorate Picnic 

 
Congratulations to our 2nd Annual  

Cornhole Champions—Sara & Ted Kolodka  

from St. Mary’s.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES  

ANNIVERSARIES: 

15 Ed & Sharon Delery 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

5 Anya Uggen 

8 Corey Hardesty 

22 Shea Aulbach 

23 Serena Merkel 

29 Mark Aulbach 

 

If you would like to be included in the birthday and 

anniversary listings, please drop us a note with your 

name, month and day of birth or anniversary. We 

would be happy to share it through The Good News 

Letter.  We do not automatically include names due 

to privacy. 
 

 

 

 

 

If you or someone you know has been a victim of sexual 

misconduct by clergy, contact Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, Jackie Montrie M.A., LMFT, LMHC, at 765-

464-4988, contact Child Protective Services at 1-800-800-

5556, or report the incident 

www.dioceseoflafayetteinindiana.ethicspoint.com 

http://www.dioceseoflafayetteinindiana.ethicspoint.com/


WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

World Mission Sunday is a day set aside for 

the Catholic Church throughout the world to publicly 

renew its commitment to the missionary movement, 

coordinated by the Pontifical Mission Societies, who 

are also known as Missio. It is celebrated on 

the penultimate (next-to-last) Sunday of October 

every year, this year on October 23, 2022.  It was 

created by Pope Pius XI in 1926 as the day of prayer 

for missions. Closely related to Society for the 

Propagation of the Faith. 

Donations are collected at these worldwide Masses 

and they go, in their entirety, to support churches, 

hospitals, schools and vocations in countries where 

the Church is new, young or poor.  Envelopes can be 

found in your packets.  

 
 

 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR 

OCTOber 

 

HOLY FAMILY 

Sunday 11:00 am Reader: Anthony Stanley 

Commentator:  Cathy Griffin Extraordinary 

Minister of Holy Communion:  Gary Cunningham 

Ushers:  Nathan & Tia Burbank Greeter:  Barbara 

Burbank 

 

ST. MARY’S 

Oct. 1:   Reader:  Laverne Watson Greeter: Ray & 

Therese Jones 

Oct. 8:   Reader:  Dan Watson Greeter: Dean & 

Loretta Wilson 

Oct. 15:   Reader:  Ted Kolodka Greeter: Laverne 

Watson 

Oct. 22:  Reader:  Laverne Watson Greeter: Jane 

Crouch 

Oct. 29:  Reader:  Dan Watson Greeter: Colleen 

Bicknell 

 

ST. JOHN’S 

Saturdays 6:30 pm Reader:  Jason Lenz 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: Tina 

Johnson Greeters:  Cindy Norton 1, 15, 22, 29, 

Cecilla Biller 8 

Sundays 9:00 am Reader: Lisa Rinker 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:  

Karen Shields 2, 16, 23, 30, Bernadette Elkins 9 

Greeters:  Claire & Tom Aulbach 

 
We would like to welcome to our pastorate family 

some new members: 

St. Mary’s wishes to welcome George & Vicki 

Schuhmacher.  They reside in the Pennville area.  

At St. John’s we wish to welcome Jennifer Atkinson.  

Jennifer was born and raised in Blackford County, 

then lived in Bloomington for a number of years 

before returning to take care of her mother. 

Please reach out to these members and make them 

feel welcomed with your introduction.  The Lord is 

doing great things in our parishes and we are glad in 

deed! 

 
 

 

BLESSING OF ANIMALS 

The Blessing of Animals coincides with the feast of 

St. Francis of Assisi on October 4th.  This year Fr. 

Hurley will be away during this time.  Here is a 

prayer for the blessing of your own animals: 

Creator God, you created animals for us to love and 

care for.  Thank you for the joy they bring into our 

lives, and for the companionship they provide.  Keep 

all of our pets safe and protected from harm.  Give 

them nourishment and strength to continue to live 

well in this world and in our homes and barns.  

Through our attachment with them, give us a 

glimpse of the bond you have with each of us.  Bless 

the animals in our care as they eat and sleep, move 

and lay, play and interact with us.  Let us rejoice in 

you through them.  Amen. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Mission_Societies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penultimate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_XI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_for_the_Propagation_of_the_Faith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_for_the_Propagation_of_the_Faith
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Lord’s Day Liturgy 
                  SATURDAY:  5.00 pm at St. Mary’s 

             6:30 pm at St. John’s 

                        SUNDAY:  9:00 am at St. John’s 

                                          11:00 am at Holy Family 

- Weekday Liturgy:  Please consult inside the bulletin. – 

 
 
 

NATIONAL LIFECHAIN SUNDAY—

OCTOBER 2 

Since 1987, believers have gathered nationwide on 

the first Sunday of every October to prayerfully stand 

for Life. 

The Hartford City Life Chain will meet Sunday, 

October 2, 2022 at the intersection of SR 3 and SR 

26. Sign-in will begin at 2 PM and the Life Chain 

will continue until 3:30. Please bring a chair and 

water if you choose. This is a silent prayer time and 

signs will be provided. Please share this info with all 

who are interested.  All from our pastorate are invited 

and encouraged to participate. 

If you have questions, please call 765.348.8436. 
 
 
 

"I will glory not because I am righteous, but 
because I am redeemed; I will glory not 
because I am free from sins, but because my 
sins are forgiven me. I will not glory because 
I have done good nor because someone has 
done good to me, but because Christ is my 
advocate with the Father and because the 
blood of Christ has been shed for me." 

–St. Ambrose 

     
                                 
       
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Oct. 21, 2022 

 

Editor:  Diana Holsten 

 

 

 

MARIA STEIN PILGRIMAGE 

In anticipation of All Saints Day on November 1, we 

have planned for a pastorate pilgrimage to Maria 

Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics in Maria Stein, Ohio. 

All who wish to attend can either meet in St. John’s 

church parking lot by 12:45pm on Sunday, October 

30, or meet us at the shrine by 2pm.  We will visit the 

Holy Relics Chapel, be able to venerate relics, visit 

the museum and the gift shop and the surrounding 

grounds.  There is an outdoor Stations of the Cross 

area as well. The address is:  2291 St Johns Rd, Maria 

Stein, OH 45860 for those who wish to meet us there. 

The Shrine is home to one of the largest, documented 

Holy Relic Collections in the United States and the 

epicenter of the historical Land of the Cross-Tipped 

Churches!  

The Shrine houses 1,200 relics of the Saints and the 

True Cross. Additionally, it provides faith nourish-

ment and spiritual renewal through opportunities for 

prayer, pilgrimage, and inspiration from the lives of 

the saints. People from around the world visit the 

shrine to explore and enjoy this environment rich in 

holiness and history.  

Make plans to join us! If you’re willing to drive 

carpool or need a ride, contact Christina or the office.   


