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The Little Rose Newsletter  

 The Foundation has 
been busy the past quarter.  
 
  On  19 September 
escrow was closed on the proper-
ty, then came the work.   
   
 A large container was  
placed in the courtyard to receive 
the accumulation of things that 
previous owners had left behind.  
 
 Work parties were held 
to remove vegetation that had 
overtaken part of the building 
and court yard and flower beds 
were  replaced.  The bar was re-
moved and the kitchen equip-
ment was sold.  
 
 Power, gas and replace-
ment of some water pipes in the 
main building that had frozen in a 

Words from the Foundation President  

 

 

 

 The year is almost over 
and what a year it has been.   
 We had an information 
lecture and display of items that 
belonged to Little Rose in Febru-
ary that was held at AFGS that 
was well attended.   In May, an-
other lecture was given with a 
guest speaker who died 6 times 
but was brought back to life 
though the intervention of doc-
tors and prayer to Little Rose.   
 For the third year in a 
row, the Foundation had a pres-
ence at the French Heritage Festi-
val held at River Island Park in 
downtown Woonsocket.  A booth 
with information, books and a 
display of many of the items she 
owned was well received and had 
many visitors.   
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previous winter was accom-
plished.   
 
 Leonard Collard has 
been working on the windows 
that have need of repair,. 
 
 At the end of Octo-
ber, a fundraiser was held with 
a family style dinner at Savini’s  
Pomodora.  Testimonies given, 
a film presentation about the 
life of Little Rose, exhibition of 
some of her mementos, a silent 

auction, books and other materi-
als were available for sale.  It 
culminated with a procession 
from the restaurant to her grave. 
 
 The setting up of the 
museum displays in the main 
building as well as an office for 
the archives is an ongoing pro-
ject.  
 
 The annex still needs to 
be worked on as currently it has 
no electricity but in time will be 
the home of the “ Chaple of 
Thorns”.   
 
 At the beginning of 
November, the Rhode Island 
Heritage Hall of Fame an-
nounced that on December 3, 
2017 Marie Rose Ferron, our 
Little Rose, will be inducted into 

 In September, the 
Foundation closed on a property 
that will become our headquarters, 
information center, display her 
items and archive. It will also be 
the location that the “Chapel of 
Thorns” created by Little Rose’s 
cousin, “Rose Myette” that had 
been put in storage upon her 
death in 2014 will be reassembled 
for public use. 
 October brought about 
a fundraiser.  A four-hour event 
that culminated with a procession 
from the restaurant to her grave.  
Food was served, a viewing of a 
program first presented on 
EWTN, “Marie Rose Ferron – 
‘Little Rose’, Mystic and Stigmat-
ic” was presented.   Mementos of 
her life were shown. 
 In mid-November, the 
Foundation learned that Marie 
Rose Ferron was to be inducted 
into the Rhode Island Heritage 
Hall of Fame on December 3 
along with 12 others. A great 
honor. 

the hall of fame, along with 12 other 
Rhode Islanders of the past. 
  
 Much work is still needed 
before her place can be opened to 
the public but with volunteers who 
love her, it will happen. 
 
 If the spirit moves you to 
be involved, even in a small way, 
please contact our president David 
Ethier at 401-568-0349 and let him 
know  how you can help.  You can 
also email the foundation at: 

 roseferronfri@gmail.com.  
 
 Monetary donations can 
be done online through our secure 
site on our website:  

roseferronfri.org 
  

 

 Little Rose’s Castle 

 

 
 

 A sad note to the year 
was the passing of David Kramer 
of Fast Tax Returns of Woonsock-
et.  David was instrumental in the 
establishment of the Foundation 
by working with the state and fed-
eral governments.  Incorporation 
paperwork, getting non-profit 
status with the state, getting a fed-
eral identity, and working with the 
IRS on having the Foundation 
declared a 501.c3 non-profit entity.  
One amazing thing about David 
was that he was Jewish, not Catho-
lic.  When asked why he was do-
nating all his time to getting her 
Foundation established – he would 
say “It just seems like the right 
thing to do”. Little Rose touches 
many people. 
 We at the Foundation 
hope that you and your loved ones 
have a good Christmas and remem-
ber what it is really about.   

David P. Ethier (President) 
Rose Ferron Foundation of 
Rhode Island 

How things might be 
different today 

 
 Things have changed 
since Little Rose’s passing.   We 
read of how she had to hold onto 
chairs to walk from her bedroom 
into the kitchen before she be-
came totally bedridden; today she  
would have had a walker.  When 
finally confined to bed for good, 
she missed attending Mass at 
church since she could not walk.  
Today there are motorized wheel-
chairs that would have let her 
attend mass, even on her own.  
She had a telephone near her bed 
and people visited her in her 
room.  Think of how it would be 
if she had a computer with 
SKYPE, and have the ability to 
communicate with people around 
the world on email instead of 
having to dictate to someone who 
wrote letters for her.  Facebook 
Messenger  would be another 
outreach available to her.  How 
much better would the world be 
today if she had todays ways of 
spreading her message? 

 



The True Spirit of  Little Rose 
 Wanda Sadowski 

 Extracted from the “Little Rose” magazine, June 1986 
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help or cure someone you can bet she was 
ready and willing to pay the price or make 
the sacrifices necessary to obtain that help, 
but she always left the matter to Him say-
ing “If it be Thy will.” 
 
 Here is an example of how suf-
fering led a soul back to her faith and to 
God, and then to a recovery of health. 
 
 There was a lady in a small men-
tal hospital who wanted to commit suicide.  
The other patients used to take turns 
watching over her so that she would not try 
to go to a nearby porch which was on the 
upper level.  While talking to one of the 
Catholic ladies learned that she had been a 
Catholic as a young girl, but she had been 
adopted and since then forgot about all 
about her faith.  The Catholic lady contact-
ed a priest who came to visit the lady until 
she was ready to receive the Sacraments 
again. 
 
 Later on the same day that she 
had received Holy Communion, a young 
lady who had little faith and practiced no 
religion, came to take her turn to watch 
over her.   The lady who received Our 
Lord told her visiting young lady that Jesus 
was now living within her.  Later on, how-
ever, she began to think about the porch 
again and asked whether the young lady 
would try to stop her from going there.  
The young lady without giving it much 
thought said: “if you want to go out there 
and kill yourself that’s one thing, but if 
what you told me about Jesus living in you 
is true, then you’d not only be killing your-
self but you would be killing Jesus too, and 
can you imagine what would happen to the 
world if He were killed?  This remark from 
a young lady without faith so stunned her 
that from that point on she never again 
contemplated suicide. 
 
 Sometimes, in their zeal, people 
will make rash statements to the effect that 
Rose will obtain a cure for them, but per-
haps it may not be God’s will.  Let’s say 
you hear of someone dying of cancer and 
you go to that person and tell them to pray 
for a cure.  Now perhaps God wanted you 
to bring Little Rose to that person to help 
prepare him for his death.  The cure may 
not be good for his soul, because at this 
time he may be ready for death, and at 

 Little Rose, like her friend Saint 
Theresa, imitated Our Lord, Jesus.  He 
was her model, her example.  Like her 
Jesus, she did not shrink or run away 
from trials or pains.  As Our Lord did the 
will of His Heavenly Father so did Rose 
abandon herself to the will of God and 
accept whatever the Good God sent her.  
This was the spirit, the Christ-like spirit 
of Little Rose; to accept whatever God 
sent her and to offer it up in union with 
Jesus in behalf of souls who were in 
need. 
 

When some people who knew 
of Little Rose hear of someone who is 
sick or in pain they give that person a 
memento of Little Rose and rashly say:  
Here, take this memento of Little Rose 
and ask her to obtain a cure for you.”  
Imagine!  Just like that!  No prayers or 
offerings mentioned.  Can you imagine 
going into a store and asking for some-
thing without paying for it?  But they feel 
it is alright to ask for a miracle just like 
that.  People who are always looking for 
cures or who dwell a great deal on the 
fragrances seem to have missed the true 
spirit of Little Rose. 
 
 Certainly everyone would agree 
that there is nothing wrong with praying 
for a cure, but we must not forget the 
value of the cross, of suffering.  Many 
times because of sickness and trials a 
person begins to pray more and thus 
comes closer to God.  For example:  
There is a certain lady who never goes to 
church, except when someone in her 
family becomes ill.  Then she goes to 
church until the person is well again and 
no more. 
 
 Jesus once told Sister Consolata 
Bethone (1903-1946) in “Jesus Appeals 
To The World,” that He is never harsh 
and never wishes to see anyone suffer, 
but hard times are permitted to befall 
men because it is the only way they will 
turn to God and be saved.   In view of 
this it might be wise when you meet 
someone who is ill or suffering trials to 
get them to pray and teach them to offer 
up their pains and ask God for the graces 
they need to carry their crosses.  This, we 
believe is what Little Rose would do, and 
when Little Rose did ask her Jesus to 

some future time, he could lose his soul. 
 Here is another example:  Let’s say 
you have a car, and you know that the brakes of 
that car are in very poor condition.  Your son 
asks you for the use of the car, but no matter 
how badly he wants that car you do not let him 
have it, because he may get himself and others 
killed or injured with it.  So it is with God; He 
knows all things and therefore knows what is 
best for you and for one’s good. 
 
 If we are to follow the example of 
Little Rose, if the spirit of Rose is to live in our 
hearts then we must learn to accept the crosses 
God sends us, offer them up in union with Our 
Lord, ask for the graces we need only if it is His 
Will that they be lifted or taken away from us. 

 

Fundraiser Sponsors 
 
Carmella’s Coiffures 
Dubois & Dubois, LTD. 
Savini’s Pomodora                                                                        
Scituate /Burrillville Chiropractic Centers 
Timeless Antiques     
 

Silent Auction Donations 
              
Sherry Adams – Knitted Afghan 
Linda Andrade – Prayer Shawl 
Anonymous – Vintage Pillow 
Elizabeth Montigny – Pure Haven Gift Basket 
Anonymous – Hummel Virgin Mary 
                                 

Miscellaneous Support  
 
Albert Beauparlant (Director –Rhode Island Her-
itage Hall of Fame)                                                                     
Leonard Collard (Window Restorations)                                                                                        
Don Dalpe (Plumbing & Heating)                                                                                               
John Dionne (WNRI)                                                                                                           
Jeff Gamanche   (WNRI )                                                                                                      
Carl Le Clair (Locksmith) VP of the RFFRI 
                                                                                         

 

Special Thanks to the Following 
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 Our newsletter is no longer being 
printed and mailed via USPS to individuals.  
However  it can be read on our web site. 
 

roseferronfri.org 
 
 If you still would like a hard copy, 
for a donation of $5.00 to cover costs we will 
send it to you in hard copy for one year. 

Little Rose Helps Sailor 
 

 While at submarine school at 
Groton, Conn, I discovered a very old red 
covered edition of “She Wears aA Crown of 
Thorns,”. I took a bus ride up to Woonsock-
et and there I found her grave.  I loved her 
life so much I started taking Catholic instruc-
tions at the sub-base.  I was only half 
through this, when transferred to Norfolk , 
Virginia on a Sub.  The qualifying program 
was so tough, I couldn’t continue Catholic 
instruction again.  This all took place about 
three years ago.  I fell into terrible sin and 
was really lost, but I thought of Little Rose 
constantly.  Then a couple of months ago, 
my Sub went back to Groton, Conn., for 
retraining after a shipyard overhaul.  I once 
again boreded a bus and went to Woonsock-
et.  This time, however, things began to hap-
pen.  A kind woman gave me a picture of 
Rose Ferron, whom I had never seen, as 
there were no photos in the book.  She also 
gave me the small book on Rose, and a pam-
phlet and a memento with soil from her 
grave on the back.  Then a good man drove 
me to her chapel, where I had the glorious 
privilege to meet Rose’s little sister and see 
everything there.  I have never seen such a 
sweet little woman.  I stayed the whole day.  
When I returned to Norfolk, VA., I took 
leave, for the purpose of converting to Cath-
olic.  I was baptized last Sat. 14 August, 1966 
at St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, VA.  
Thanks to Little Rose Ferron, my soul is 
saved at last.  If could have seen me before 
and again now,  you would have seen a mira-
cle.  That’s because I was the worst sinner I 
ever seen!  I am making Little Rose known at 
every chance. 

Thank you so very much, 
(signed) Mr. W. J. U.S.N. 

 
Help for Arthritis Pain 

October 26, 1975 
 I am a rheumatoid patient; one 
night I was in excruciating pain and exhaust-
ed from pain.  No medicine helped me.  I 
prayed to Little Rose with all my heart and 
soul and suddenly I was looking and search-
ing for the dirt I scraped from Little Rose’s 
grave.  I found it and rubbed some over my 
joints.  I can’t express the sensation I sud-
denly felt throughout my body.  I was so 
happy and cried for joy like a child. 
  
 That week I had an appointment 
with my doctor at the hospital.  After he saw 
me and I told him what happened he had to 
admit what faith and prayers can do.  So, as 
you see she is my little saint in heave.  My 
wish is that before I die Marie Rose Ferron 
be sanctified as a saint.  I was able to write 
this letter with no pain in my fingers. 

Sincerely, 
Anna Zanfani 

 
‡          ‡          ‡          ‡          ‡ 

 
Heart Becomes Normal 

September 2, 1975 
 On the Friday afternoon of July 19, 
1974 I went to the office of the Notary, 
Lewis Lemieux, to take care of my Will.  I 
know him well and noticed that he looked 
very ill.  I asked him how he felt.  He an-
swered, “Heart attacks.”  His friend, another 
Notary was present; soon he left and I told 
Mr. Lemieux of special favors I received 
through the intercession of Little Rose from 
her Jesus.  I showed him my rosary and later 
mailed him three petals in honor of the Holy 
Trinity, one novena and a magazine.  Since 
he was so sick I said the novena every day 

for him and told him to keep the relics on 
him night and day. 
  
 On June 2, 1975 I called him and 
asked him how he was.  He answered, “Miss 
La Branche I can’t thank you enough for all 
your prayers.  I passed the examination with 
the Cardiology specialist.  He told me he 
doesn’t understand anything.  He said I have 
a heart of a twenty year old.  I said thank 
Jesus Crucified and Little Rose.  Your spe-
cialist treated you with his science, but the 
science of Jesus cured you. 

Brigitte La Branche 
 

‡          ‡          ‡          ‡          ‡ 
 

 These testimonies are from the 
past but we still receive testimonies from 
people who attend the Foundations lectures, 
people who we meet visiting her grave and 
just meeting people through casual conversa-
tion.   
 

 If you feel that you received some-
thing through the intercession of Little Rose, 
write it down, have it notarized and send it 
to the Foundation.  Documentation is very 
important in having her case brought for-
ward with the Church. 
 

  Little Rose is still active in inter-
ceding in people’s needs and prayers,  one 
just has to believe in her and pray.  And re-
member, if she helps you, don’t forget to 
thank her. 

Our Foundation Supporters  

David Ethier 
Jodie Antonelli 
Marc Auger 
Valerie Baker 
Carolyn  Becker 
Ida Bileau 
Cathy  Boisvert 
Diane  Cardillo 
Simel Collins 
Marie Cote 
George & Kristy Dupuis 

Helen Edwards 
Kenneth & Dorothy Elliot 
Charles & Jane Gauvin 
Edward & Diane Gravel 
Carol  Huban 
Frank & Tammy Irwin  
Karen Langlois 
Diane  Leonard 
Kelsey Logan 
Lise-Ann Paille 
Paulette Nickel 

Helen Peltier 
Diane Redekas 
Jeff & Patty Reed                                         
Johanne Rioux 
Diane Santos 
Lorraine Sparrow                                                            
Dan Smith                                                                               
Ralph Vertucio 
Cheryl  Zyanda 
Several wished to remain 
anonymous 

Graces And Favors From God Attributed To The Intercession Of 
Marie Rose Ferron, Little Rose 

Extracted from various books on her life. 

We discovered a little rose 
bush outside a side door at 
the Foundation's new home 
soon after purchase.  It was 
surrounded by weeds, 
struggling to survive. 
 

After a little weeding, water-
ing and mulching it decided 
to bloom.  A very small 
but clear sign as to whom 
this place really belongs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The  Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island is a 501c3 nonprofit, all volunteer organization.  All donations are tax deductible. 
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Helping the Foundation 
  

There are many things we need volunteers for.  Some are only 
occasional such as arranging for a place for a lecture to be 
held and coordinating it or manual labor in the construction 
needed in our office annex.  If you like plants and flowers, 
there is a large courtyard that will need tending. 
 
You have a talent in research and writing?  The Foundation  is 
looking for someone who knows the grants world and can 
research and write them to aid in the funding of the founda-
tion.    
 
Not to be overlooked is the setting up of the foundation ar-
chives. Much material has been collected from the past on  
Little Rose and assistance is needed in cataloging and organ-
izing what we hold.  With the acquisition of a building, we 
now have a place that the various boxes of past information 
now stored in several locations can be brought to a central 
location.  While we have cabinets for the material, someone 
has to go through the boxes and file—tedious but enlighten-
ing when one reads articles from the past.  
 
We are looking for a core of people who could make a 
monthly commitment to donate at least $33.00 at the begin-
ning of each month to help repay the loan on the building and 
operating expenses. 
 
If you have ideas to bring her name and life forward, please 
feel free to contact the Foundation President,  
David Ethier by  
EMAIL : roseferronfri@gmail.com  
Calling David at 401-568-0349 
WEB: roseferronfri.org 
or on FACEBOOK:  Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 
 

Foundation Book Store  

Bookstores no longer carry books on Rose Ferron’s life and to obtain, one 
must go to second hand book dealers and even then they are hard to find.   
At present, we have an ample supply of: 
 

“She Wears  a Crown of Thorns.” 
By  Rev. O. A. Boyer, S.T.L 

 
This is a  definitive work by her biographer in hard cover consisting of 364 
pages published in 1951.  It tells the story of her life and includes some 
testimonies from people who have obtained favors through her.  They have 
never been read and are in perfect condition with dust covers. 
The cost is $25.00 plus $5.00 P&H. 
 

“My Heart Speaks to Thee” 
The Life of Marie Rose Ferron—Little Rose”  

 
Written by Wanda Sadowski and first printed in 1964 by Little Rose Friends 
in Detroit, MI.  In 2015 the Foundation had a Third Printing produced.  A soft 
cover booklet consisting of 22 pages concerning her life with  illustrations. 
The cost is $4.00 plus $2.50 P&H. 
 

“Virtues and Glories of Marie Rose Ferron” 
 

A reprint of the 1984 book originally printed by the “Friends of Little Rose.” 
in Detroit, MI consisting  of  130 pages  of selected articles and testimonies 
that appeared in the “little Rose Magazine” issues from 1965—1979.  
The cost is $15.00 plus $4.00 P&H. 
  
Also available are novenas in English, French, Spanish and Polish as well as 
some tri-folds on her life with prayers.  These are FREE.  We do ask, if pos-
sible, for a small donation so they can be replaced. 
 
 

“Little Rose” age 23.   
Her first Christmas Crèche 


