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     This past December the 
Foundation held it’s first well 
attended “Advent Open 
House.” With the help of  
WRNI radio air time we were 
able to reach people who do not  
have access to email and the 
internet.  We estimate about 60 
came out to visit us!  

 

While January’s “Open 
House Sunday with Rosary to 
the Holy Wounds”   brought a 
visitor and now new member 
from Long Island, NY!  Mem-
bership form can be found on 
our website and also at Founda-

The Foundation has many 
plans for the months ahead.  We 
are busy, busy, busy with plans 
for our second Fundraiser to be 
held at Savini’s Pomodoro Res-
taurant in April, Memorial Mass-
es for Rose being offered at local 
Catholic Churches in May and 
then in June, taking part in the 
second revival of the  St. Jean  
Baptiste Feast. 

 

The April Fundraiser will be 
held on Saturday the 13th from 
11am to 3pm.  Tickets on sale 
for $30 include a roasted chicken 
dinner, talk, testimonies and also 
a preview of a brand new Docu-
mentary on Little Rose produced 
by the  Foundation. 

 

May Mass celebrations to 
be offered at the former Our 
Lady, Queen of Martys Parish, 
now Holy Trinity at 4pm, Satur-
day, May 11th as Memorial of 

The Voice of the Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 

tion Headquarters. We ask that 
you consider becoming a mem-
ber as a way to support us. 

 

Much work continues in 
the Annex portion of our  head-
quarters, as one room is now 
dedicated to organize all of the  
many fascinating details sur-
rounding the life and death of 
Marie-Rose Ferron. 

 

Our website has expanded 
to allow prayer requests and 
testimonies to be entered direct-
ly online.   Also, we now offer 
the security of giving online 
directly on our website:  
www.roseferronfri.org 

    
 

May this Season of Lent 
and Easter be a blessed one for 
you and your family! 

 

Yours with “Little Rose,” 
 
 

  David P. Ethier 
 

 

 Little Rose’s Castle 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

the day Little Rose died; also, 
the same day at 5pm Mass of-
fered at Holy Family Parish.   
On Friday, May 24 in  remem-
brance of the day Little Rose 
was born, the 7am Mass will be 
offered at OLQM/Holy Trinity.  
The Foundation encourages 
participation at these Masses.  
Please check our website calen-

dar for church addresses.  On 
May 24th at noontime Foun-
dation Members will also 
pray the Rosary together at 
her grave at Precious Blood 
Cemetery. 

 

Be sure to keep an eye 
on our website to keep in-
formed about our St. Jean 
Baptiste June Festivities!   

The Difference 

I got up early one morning and rushed 

right into the day; 

I had so much to accomplish that I  

didn’t have time to pray. 

Problems just tumbled about me,  

and heavier came each task. 

“Why doesn’t God help me?”  

I wondered. 

He answered, “You didn’t ask.” 

I wanted to see joy and beauty, but 

the day toiled on, gray and bleak; 

I wondered why God didn’t show me. 

He said, “But you didn’t seek.” 

I tried to come into God’s presence;  

I used all of my keys at the lock. 

God gently and lovingly chided, 

“My child, you didn’t knock.” 

I woke up early this morning, 

And paused before entering the day; 

I had so much to accomplish that I had 

to take time to pray. 
 

Author Unknown 

 

     This year, the Sunday after Easter, Divine Mercy 

Sunday falls on April 28, 2019.  We are asked to accept 
God’s Mercy and to be merciful, remember the need for 
conversion, and the call to trust in Jesus.   

     One simple, small way to remember this call daily is 

at the 3 O’Clock Hour to pray the following prayer to 
God while remembering all that Jesus suffered for us: 

“For the sake of  His sorrowful 

Passion, have mercy on us and 

on the whole world.”   
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“Chapel of Thorns” Restoration 
     This Domestic “Chapel of Thorns” was 
created by Rose Myette in her lifelong 
home in Mapleville, RI, beginning some-
time in the year 1929.   In the year 2014, 
Myette died at the age of 102. The follow-
ing year in 2015, David Ethier founded 
the Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode 
Island with the intentions of preserving 
the contents of this unique chapel.  It was 
moved into storage as Myette’s home was 
sold. 

     In May of 2018 the Foundation was 
finally able to setup a portion of this 
Chapel at its current headquarters to dis-
play to the public and be used for prayer 
services. 

     This past fall, Lise Ann Paille, a Direc-
tor of the Foundation,  began this special 
task of restoring the “Chapel of Thorns.”  
Time and natural elements had caused 
some of the paint to begin to peel.  With a 
background in art and with the guidance 
of a local art supply shop located in 
Greenville, RI, Lise Ann was able to ob-
tain the proper supplies needed for the 
project. 

     In Lise Ann’s own words:  “I feel very 
blessed and honored to share a part in the 
restoration.  I pray for direction but I feel 
very peaceful and at home with doing the  

 

work.  As I pluck away at cleaning and 
painting each thorn, I am truly amazed at 
how many thorns there are.  It really helps 
you to see how beautiful each thorn is.  
They are all different but it still works and 
she was able to create this very organic 
looking vine.  I have to stay focused on 
one thorn at a time.  If I rush, I make more 
mistakes.  Kind of like life, I guess.  We 
can only handle the suffering and thorns 
that God gives us one day at a time.  If we 
saw our whole journey we would be over-
whelmed and would probably give up.” 

     “I had only visited the Chapel in her 
home once with Denise Ethier.  My Mom 
had come with us, too.  My Mom remem-
bered all about Little Rose, growing up in 
Woonsocket.  In fact, my Mom was 8 
years old when Little Rose died.” 

     Lise further reflects on Rose Myette:   
“I used to see her at the daily 7:30am 
Mass at Our Lady of Good Help. I loved 
seeing her there. She was probably 98 or 
99 and blind and partially deaf, but she 
was there every day.  Rose Myette repre-
sented a direct connection to Little Rose.  
I was drawn to her with all this love; it 
was a magnetic feeling for me when I was 
there at Mass with her. That is the only 
way to say it.” 

 

Pictured above is Lise Ann Paille,            
a Foundation Director, as she works  
to restore the “Chapel of Thorns.” 

The Chapel is open & can be viewed                      
the First Sunday and Third Saturday 

of each month at                             
Little Rose’s Castle. 

     Little Rose writes in a letter 

started May 23 and finished May 

30, 1932: “The Pope has asked us 

to pray and well we should.  Every-

one ought to pray and pray hard.  It 

never was this way before, but let 

us hope that our dear Jesus will 

have pity on the whole world.  Let 

us offer a little of our suffering 

every day for people killing them-

selves.  May God have pity on their 

souls.  No doubt, they forget in 

their misery to go to Him, our dear 

Jesus, and ask Him for strength and 

courage to pull through all of this.  

I am sure that our Jesus will pity 

them.  He knows they are just poor 

human beings and they did not stop 

to think before doing such a thing.  

Let us pray hard for them.”   

      In the year 2000, Pope John 

Paul II proclaimed that the Second 

Sunday of Easter in the Church 

calendar as Divine Mercy Sunday.  

In Rose’s own words,  she  in fact 

describes what we have now come 

to know as this Divine Mercy being 

offered to all of us. Trust in Jesus is 

the key.  In this trust, we are never 

to despair or lose hope for any soul. 

Letter detail is an excerpt from,  “She Wears a 

Crown of Thorns,”  by Rev. Boyer 

The Jesus 

Prayer 

“Lord Jesus 

Christ,  

Son of God,  

have mercy on 

me,  

a sinner” 
Christ Pantocrator  

Saint Catherine’s Monestary, Sinai, Egypt, oldest  known Icon of its 

kind, mid 6th C., with Christ shown as God and Man. 
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Our Newsletter may 
also be found on our 

website. 
 

roseferronfri.org 
 

If you  would like a hard 
copy.  For a donation of 
$5.00 to cover costs, we 

will send it as a hard 
copy for one year.  

Please provide your 
mailing address. 

Our Foundation Supporters 

 

Laughter 
 is better medicine… 
 

Jim:  “Have any of your child-

hood dreams been realized?” 

Joe:  “One of them.  When my 

mother combed my hair, I used to 

wish I didn’t have any.” 

 

A little old lady entered the post 

office with a package containing 

a Bible.  The postal attendant 

looked over the tightly wrapped 

parcel, shook it, and asked, “Is 

there anything breakable in 

this?” 

“Nothing but the Ten Command-

ments,” was the courteous reply. 

 

Previously printed in the Little Rose 

Magazine 

Joseph Arsenault 
Marc & Patricia Auger 
Richard Bannister 
Pauline Belair 
Mary M. Bigham 
Cathy Boisvert 
Ken & Jeanne Budnick 
Mike & Rita Casey 
Leo R. Collard 
Tina Corticelli 
Alfred W. Cronin 
David & Denise Ethier 
Anne M. Gallant 
Gilles & Christiane Gallant 
Jane Gauvin 
Marcel Laliberte 
Carl LeClair 
Arthur R. LaPointe 
Marie L. Magill 
Patricia & Agnes McHugh 
Christina Nadeau 
Paulette C. Nickel 

Lorraine O’Coin 
Lise Ann Paille 
Louise, Jeanne & Elise  
                             Pepin 
Pepin Lumber and  
   Country Gift Store 
Raymond Piccirilli 
PT Flooring, 
   Paul McBurney & 
   Tim Tessier 
Diane H. Redekas 
Robin Riquier 
Judith A. Robitaille 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Seyster 
Timeless Antiques &  
 Collectibles  
In Memory of Rosanna 
 Whitesell 
Wood Items and More 
 
Many wished to remain  
        Anonymous 

 

Everything being done in  Little 
Rose’s name comes from donations 
from people and businesses like 

you.   
 

Think about making a small  
sacrifice to help. 

Rose E. Myette was the 

ninth and last child born to Pierre 
Myette and Celina Ferron Myette 
on Sept. 1st, 1911 in Oakland, Prov-
idence County, Rhode Island.  

     She was a seamstress by trade, 
along with her older sister, Wilda. 
They ran the ‘Little Rose Shop’ lo-
cated in the Brown Carroll Building 
on Monument Square in Woonsock-

et, RI where she traveled daily to 
and from the family homestead in 
Mapleville. 

     She acted as one of the caretakers 
for Rose Ferron.  She and her moth-
er aided in the care of their cousin 
who was disabled and bedridden. As 
a seamstress, she  made all of Marie 
“Little Rose” Ferron’s clothing. 
Both families would gather at Little 
Rose’s bedside to pray the Rosary 
every Sunday. One day in the year of 
1928 after prayers, Little Rose who 
was 29 years old at the time, turned 
to Myette then 17 years old, and 
said “You better sit down because I 
have a lot of work for you to do.  It’s 
going to take you a long time and 
there can never be enough thorns.”  
This work became a lifelong calling 
for her.  
 

     Under the guidance of Little 
Rose, she would make drawings on 
seamstress tissue paper of proposed 
items for the project. She purchased 
a skill saw, after being told by Little 
Rose it was on sale at a local store 
and then used it to create very de-
tailed pieces of artwork over the 

next approximately 70 years. Collec-
tively her project came to be known 
as the domestic “Chapel of Thorns.”   
 

     The theme of “thorns” was creat-
ed, dedicated to the spirituality that 
defined Little Rose’s suffering dur-
ing her time on earth: the Crucifix-
ion of Jesus Christ, and the redeem-
ing power of His Suffering and Pre-
cious Blood.  Myette followed her 
instructions from Little Rose, who 
would sometimes bilocate to observe 
progress and even visit after her 
death. 
 

     While she had created this pro-
ject in her home, she kept it all se-
cret and very few people knew about 
it.  It was only after Little Rose’s 
sister, Flora went into a nursing 
home and Flora’s domestic chapel 
was closed, that Rose Myette then 
allowed anyone who wanted to visit 
her home to pray together and view 
what she had created. 
 

     She died on August 4th, 2014 
after living a long life in the home 
she was born in.  She is buried in an 
unmarked grave in St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery, Pascoag, RI.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The  Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, all volunteer organization.  All donations are tax deductible. 

 

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 
PO Box 3441 •  339 Arnold St.  
Woonsocket, RI   02895 
 
Email:    roseferronfri@gmail.com 
Web:    roseferronfri.org 
Egiving: roseferronfri.org/online-giving  

 
 
Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 

Progress in the Archives 
 

The future Archive/Library/Meeting Room in the Annex 
Building is slowly coming to life.   Major clean up has 
taken place, along with painting of the walls and fresh 
carpeting on the floor.  We are very thankful for the 
carpet donation from a local floor company! 

 

2019 Fundraiser Rose Ferron 
Foundation of Rhode Island 

Sat., April 13th 2019, 11am ~ 3pm 
 

Includes family style chicken dinner at 12 Noon 
Tickets $30 per person ~ Includes 2 raffle chances! 

Savini’s Pomodoro Italian Kitchen & Bar 
476 Rathbun St., Woonsocket, RI  02895 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please call for tickets in advance. None will be available at the door. 

 

If you have ideas to bring her name and life forward, please feel free to       
contact the Foundation President, David P. Ethier  

 

PHONE: 401-568-0349  EMAIL: roseferronfri@gmail.com  WEB: roseferronfri.org 
or on FACEBOOK:  Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 

Archive Staff at the Cross Roads:    

Richard Whitesell, has an interest in all things historical of-
fering his many years of organizing and researching skills 
now for Little Rose’s work. 
 
 

Paulette Nickel, comes to us from PA, began her interest 
and devotion to Little Rose in the 1980’s, bringing her inval-
uable knowledge and important Little Rose collection to the 
Foundation Archive. 


