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     Ave Maria! 
     Our Foundation has 
been truly blessed this past 
quarter with donations of 
statues. We would like to 
thank Edward Goodhart 
and Catholic Footprints 

for extending this generosity to us and, 
most importantly, for future generations. 
See pictures and a write up from the day 
we received the statue of Little Rose on 
page 8.  We are proud to be able to display 
Ed Goodhart's creativity in honoring Marie 
"Little Rose" Ferron.  It is not only a work 
of art but a work of  “heart.” 
    The statue of Our Lady of Fatima, and 
Little Rose would agree, is most important 
for our times.  Our property was purchased 
in September 2017.  The following month 
we held our first outdoor Rosary in front 
of our building to honor the 100th Anni-
versary of the Miracle of the Sun in Fatima, 
Portugal. Pictures of that day can be found 

on our website at:   
 www.roseferronfri.org/photoalbums/rosary-rally-

2017 That day we prayed around a 
"borrowed" statue of Our Lady of   
Fatima.  We are today reminded once 
again that Our Blessed Mother was  
allowed by God to work great wonders 
and signs as proof that the message she 
was crying out was real and needed to 
be heeded.  Both then and now, she is 
crying out to us.  Her message has   
always been one of doing penance for 
all of the offenses against God and a 
call to praying the Holy Rosary daily. 
     In heeding this call to prayer and 
penance, the Third Order of the    
Franciscans of the Immaculate will be 
beginning an Apostolate here at our 
headquarters.  Stay tuned for more   
information on how you can join us. 

      

    Yours with “little Rose,” 
 

David P. Ethier 

     During this time period in history when 
certain groups of people seem bent on de-

stroying statues that others in society hold 
dear, we have received a donation in the 
form of a statue from one of our members 

who would like to remain anonymous. 

     The uniqueness of this statue is that we 
are unsure of exactly what Saint is being 
depicted.  The antique dealer it was pur-
chased from said that the statue originally 

had wings that had been removed—leading 
one to believe the statue was that of an an-
gel.  The cross atop the staff that the statue 
holds was added by the antique dealer so 
we do not know what was originally on top.   

An angel, typically, would not have a cross 

on the top and instead would have a flame. 

     Discussions began among our Board 

Members as to who this statue symbolized.  
One said an angel with no wings must be 
Raphael the Archangel as he appeared to 
Tobias without wings in the Old Testament 
book of Tobit.  Another Board Member said 

the youthfulness of the face suggested St. 
John the Apostle, being the  youngest and 

noticing the way he is looking up as St. John 
did when he leaned on Jesus’ shoulder as 
depicted in some paintings and artwork.  
See back page for a picture of this particu-

lar statue.  This was in June. 

     At the beginning of July, news was re-
ceived that a 700-pound oak statue of Little 

Rose, sculpted by Ed Goodhart of North 
Providence, RI, was being gifted to our  

Foundation.  Mr. Goodhart had previously 
sculpted St. Andre Bessette in 2017.  The 
unique statue portrays Little Rose standing 
atop a rose with the blood from her stigmata 

turning the rose red. 

     Then, at the end of July, we received a 
box with a beautiful statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima!!  Now, the Foundation has its very 

own statue of our Heavenly Mother!  It came 
as a donation from our friends in New Bed-
ford at Catholic Footprints, a touring group 
that has brought visitors to our headquarters 

in Woonsocket. 

     We ended July with the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in the spotlight, as her statue was re-
ceived last.  Little Rose, being as humble as 

she was,  would have wanted it no other 

way.  

     Three statues in two months!  We at the 
Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island, 

appear to be raising up, rather than tearing 
down - something we all should make an 

effort to do these days. 

“The message of Fatima is, in its basic 
meaning, a call to conversion and 
repentance, as in the Gospel. . . The 
call to repentance is a motherly one, 
and at the same time it is strong and 
decisive.” Pope John Paul II, Homily at Fatima, 

13 May 1982 

https://www.roseferronfri.org/photoalbums/rosary-rally-2017
https://www.roseferronfri.org/photoalbums/rosary-rally-2017
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All in God’s Perfect Plan 
     Since the clearing of our courtyard 

of the top layer of asphalt, we have 

notice an area that is strewn with   

pieces of coal.  Sure enough, upon  

research into the past of our property, 

the area where we now have relocat-

ed the Domestic Chapel of Thorns was 

previously a coal and wood shed.  

Back during that time period, coal was 

used to heat many homes in our area, 

as well as providing fuel for the rail-

roads’ needs. 

    Interesting to note, coal goes as far 

back in time to its use by cavemen for 

warmth and light.  The Romans used 

coal as did the Indians.  Then with the 

invention of the steam engine, the fuel-

ing of the railroad facilitated travel 

for both people and commerce.   Coal 

is still in use today to fuel electric 

plants that bring power to our homes 

and businesses.  All this from little  

pieces of black coal, an ageless power 

source. 

    Upon research of how coal came 

into being—it predates the dinosaurs 

to a time when the earth was         

completely covered with plants.  Coal 

was formed by the layer of  dead 

plants, decomposed and compressed 

over millions of years.  How wonderful-

ly God had designed things to create 

our fuel source millions of years before 

we could even use it.  In the blink of His 

eye, His thought became reality. 

     Perhaps the Chapel of Thorns was 

conceived the same way!   God knew 

people would have need of its warmth 

and its light and its direction in our  

human journey towards our yearning 

for heaven.    

     Before time began God planned 

for His only Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

to save humanity from its sins.  This is 

told to us in the New Testament Book 

of Revelations, Chapter 12, where the 

angels, having a much higher degree 

of knowledge than humans, saw that 

God had plans to raise humanity to the 

level of the Divine through Jesus.  One 

third of the angels fell to their demise 

to become demons at this moment of 

truth.  Pompous Satan, in his pride, 

would not bow to any human and   

instead set himself up as his own god.  

St. Michael in his championed call   

replied “Who is like God?”  and called 

all the good angels to defend God. 

       When we compare “coal” and the 

Domestic “Chapel of Thorns” in the light 

of God’s timing and God’s plan for 

salvation, perhaps we can come to  

understand how “accepting and loving” 

our “thorns” in life (as Christ did when 

He embraced and kissed His Cross) will 

produce warmth, light and direction as 

we trust God’s plan to save us through 

His Son, Jesus. 

     After gathering the lumps of coal 

that were unearthed and scattered 

about one corner of the courtyard, we 

realized they still held value and they 

still have the same ability to produce 

warmth and light today in the same 

way God’s plan of salvation through 

Jesus Christ’s Suffering and Passion has 

ageless power today to help us as a 

family in our journey through this life 

and to eternal life in heaven. 

Castle Property 1930 - before Castle Building 

You will find coal shutes in some of the old     

buildings around the City of Woonsocket if they 

haven't been blocked off.  Companies would come 

to the coal depots, pick up products and deliver to 

individuals.  
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Flowers from the Same Field 

     There are pictures of Little Rose with a 
statue of St. Thérèse (the “Little Flower”) 
and with the Saint’s portrait hanging on 
the wall behind her. Little Rose moved to 
the city of Woonsocket in 1925, which 
happens to be the very same year the St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux was proclaimed a 
Saint.  Little Rose would have been 23 
years old and bedridden for 3 years.  A 
Story of a Soul written by St. Thérèse was  
published in 1898 so there is a good 
chance that it had been read by many in 
the French-Canadian cities of Woonsocket 

and Fall River in Massachusetts where she 
lived before moving to Rhode Island.     
     In the book She Wears a Crown of 
Thorns,written by Rev. O. A. Boyer, he 
includes a small appendix on Rose’s devo-
tion to the Little Flower.   There is men-
tion of a priest named Father P. Lefort of 
West Chazy, NY, who, upon seeing Rose 
for the first time, thought she had such a 
great resemblance to the Little Flower 
whom he had known.  He said of Rose 
“During and after my visits with Rose, I 
went through the same experience as I 
did years ago, when I visited the Little 
Flower.  She inspired me with the same 
confidence and I really have the same 
veneration for both of them.”   In fact, 
this depth of feeling urged Father Lefort 
to insist on a French Translation of She 
Wears a Crown of Thorns and he contrib-

uted in a most generous way  towards its 
publication.  
     Lastly, Father Boyer writes “The wishes 
of Rose were found in her bosom, after 
her death.  It was an act of immolation” of 
which Father Boyer gives the sub-
stance:   “I offer myself as a victim, a holo-
caust that I may live in constant charity 
begging thee, O my Jesus, to consume me 
without ceasing, that I may become a 
martyr of Thy love.  May this martyrdom 
kill me, after serving to prepare me to 
appear before Thee . . . That my soul may 
take its flight at once, in the eternal fire of 

Thy love.  O Beloved of my soul, I wish 
that every heart beat of mine may renew 
this offering an infinite number of times, 
so that when everything will have van-
ished, as a shadow, I may express my love 
for Thee, in an eternal  face to face.”                             
Little Rose was imitating St. Thérèse with 
her frequent repetition of the above   
prayer and offering.  

See below: the Foundation has Little 
Rose’s French Third Order Franciscan 
Prayer Book.  On the very first page she 
stuck a stamp of then “Blessed Thérèse.” 
Rose followed in Thérèse’s footsteps. 
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                            Pictured left side: 

                             Sister Mary Immaculate, SR 

         who passed away this year. 

                            Pictured right side:                        

                            Mother Mary of the Angels,SR 



 

 

 

      My pastor, Father   
Matthew J. Strumski, was a 
very saintly man who had 
the grace throughout his life 
of having had many       
experiences of meeting  
various holy people, such as 
St. John Paul II and Little 
Rose Ferron. He often     
related the story of how, as 
a high school student, he   
accompanied his pastor 
from St. Hedwig in Provi-
dence, Fr. Wilk, to visit Little 
Rose in Woonsocket. Little 
Rose asked him whether he 
had a vocation, to which the 
young Matthew Strumski replied, 
“Well, I like the girls too much!” 
Little Rose was said to have       
replied, with a smile, a nod of the 
head and a wink, “All the girls?” 
Matthew said “Well, I guess not all 
of them.” At that moment, he knew 
that he should consider pursuing a 

priestly vocation.  
 

     Father René Gagné, my own     
spiritual director who passed away 
during the course of my seminary  
studies, also encouraged my 
prayerful devotion to Little Rose.  
Fr. Gagné was one of the curates 
at Sainte-Famille-de-Woonsocket 
under Msgr. Stéphane Grenier, and 
provided sound spiritual direction. 
He would often celebrate the    
Traditional Latin Mass for us     
seminarians in his later years. On 
January 9, 1964, a decree was 
issued from the Diocese of Provi-
dence concerning devotion to Little 
Rose. The decree stated that “any 
further action to promote the cause 
of Rose Ferron is not warranted.” 

Fr. Gagné told me that he, as well 
as the other priests at Sainte-
Famille, did not read the decree 
from the pulpit that following    
Sunday.  Msgr. Grenier would   
himself often tell the other priests at 
the rectory:  “chaque soir , 
j’addresse une prière à Petite 
Rose.” (“Every evening, I say a 

prayer to Little Rose.”)  
 

     During my own experiences in 
the major seminary, which were less 
than positive, Fr. Strumski constantly 
reminded me that he was praying 
to Little Rose Ferron for my voca-
tion - even saying that he “made a 
deal” with her to bring my vocation 
to the priesthood to fruition. During 
that time, I was blessed to come to 
visit Rose Myette’s chapel with a 
priest from England, Fr. Martin   
Edwards. During this time, he cele-
brated Mass in her chapel. Despite 
these trying circumstances, I was 
given the grace of being ordained 
to the priesthood on June 13, 2009. 
Fr. Strumski, at the time elderly and 

living in an assisted   
living facility, came to 
the ordination in his 
walker and imposed 
hands on my head as 
part of the rite of      
ordination. His words to 
me at the ordination 
were “Remember the 
deal!” Rose Ferron   con-
tinues to intercede for 
her home Diocese of 
Providence, and most        
assuredly for vocations 
to the priesthood and 
the religious life. It is not 
difficult to see the hall-

marks of Little Rose’s intercession 
for my  vocation, and I count myself 
grateful to be one of her clients. 
Growing up in a French-Canadian 
family, my beloved grandmother, 
Marie-Bernadette (Landry) Bizier, 
would often talk about the        
Sentinelle crisis at Notre-Dame-du-
Sacré-Cœur-de-Central-Falls. It is 
my belief that Little Rose’s suffering 
and intercession helped to heal   
the Diocese 
from this near- 

schism. 
 

   May we all 
join in prayer 
that Little Rose 
will  intercede 
to bring more 
vocations to 
the Sacred 
Altar, and 
lead more 

young  women 
to embrace 
the religious life, in the Diocese of 

Providence and beyond. 

Little Rose and Vocations 
  Fr. Albert P. Marcello, III, J.C.D. (Cand.) 
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Father Matthew J. Strumski is     

pictured in the middle 



     Father Boyer relates that when 
Rose received Holy Communion 
she generally fell into ecstasy.  The 

moment the Host was placed on her 
tongue, there was a slight jerk, her 
chin would rise, and her head 
dropped on the pillow.  Rose was 
gone and the Host had instantly 
disappeared from her mouth; and 
this, without the least movement 
either of her mouth or of her throat 
muscles. 

   Rose never practiced complete 
abstinence, but her partial absti-
nence is worthy of consideration.  
Rose never lost the feeling of hun-
ger and thirst.  When she was una-
ble to take either food or drink, she 
suffered immensely, especially 
from thirst.  All those acquainted 
with Rose knew how little she ate;  

they knew also that she was hungry 
and tried to eat.  

   While for the most part she could 
not keep food and water down, she 
always accepted and kept down the 
Eucharist.  The Eucharist was what 
sustained her,  for she did not eat 
enough to keep living, yet she did 
keep living to the age of 33. 

What does the term deglutition mean? 

Deglutition is the scientific term for the 
word swallowing.  It came from the Latin 
word deglutire, which means “to swallow 
down.”  Muscles in the tongue, pharynx, 
and esophagus are involved in the deglu-
tition process, which is divided into three 
phases: the oral phase, pharyngeal phase 

and esophageal phase. 

Source for this article was the Compendium for the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC).  Reference numbers shown to allow for deeper study. 

What is the Eucharist? 

The Eucharist is the very Sacrifice of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus which He 
instituted to perpetuate the Sacrifice of the 
Cross throughout the ages until His return in 
glory.  Thus he entrusted to His Church this 
memorial of  His Death and Resurrection.  It 
is a sign of unity, a bond of charity, a   
paschal banquet, in which Christ is        
consumed, the mind is filled with grace, and 

a pledge of future glory is given to us.  
(CCC 1322-1323  1409) 

What are the names for this sacrament? 

The unfathomable richness of this Sacra-
ment is expressed in different names which 
evoke its various aspects.  The most common 
names are: the Eucharist, Holy Mass, the 
Lord’s Supper, the Breaking of the Bread, 
the Eucharistic Celebration, the Memorial of 
the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the 
Lord, the Holy Sacrifice, the Holy and   
Divine Liturgy, the Sacred Mysteries, the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar and Holy 

Communion. (CCC 1328-1332) 

How is Christ present in the Eucharist? 

Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist in a 
unique and incomparable way.  He is   
present in a true, real and substantial way, 
with His Body and His Blood, with His Soul 
and His Divinity.  In the Eucharist, therefore, 
there is present in a sacramental way, that 
is under the Eucharistic species of bread 
and wine, Christ Whole and Entire, God 

and man. (CCC 1373-1375   1413) 

What is the meaning of transubstantiation? 

Transubstantiation means a change of the 
appearance of bread into the substance of 
the Body of Christ and of the appearance 
of wine into the substance of His Blood.  
This change is brought about in the Eucha-
ristic prayer through the efficacy of the 
word of Christ and by the action of the 
Holy Spirit.  However, the outward charac-
teristics of bread and wine, that is, the 
“Eucharistic species.” remain unaltered.  
(Baltimore Catechism) 

What kind of worship is due to the     

sacrament of the Eucharist? 

The worship due to the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist, whether during the celebration of 

the Mass or outside it, is the worship of   
latria, that is, the adoration given to God 
alone.  The Church guards with the greatest 
care Hosts that have been consecrated.  
She brings them to the sick and to other 
persons who find it impossible to partici-
pate at Mass.  She also presents them for 
the solemn adoration of the faithful and she 
bears them in processions.  The Church  
encourages the faithful to make frequent 
visits to adore the Blessed Sacrament    

reserved in the tabernacle.  
(CCC 1378-1381   1418) 

What is required to receive Holy Communion? 

To receive Holy Communion one must be 
fully incorporated into the Catholic Church 
and be in a state of grace, that is, not  
conscious of being in mortal sin.  Anyone 
who is conscious of having committed a 
grave sin must first receive the sacrament 
of Reconciliation before going to Commun-
ion.  Also important for those receiving Holy 
Communion are a spirit of recollection and 
prayer, observance of the fast prescribed 
by the Church, and an appropriate disposi-
tion of the body (gestures and dress) as a 

sign of respect for Christ. (CCC 1385-1389 1415) 

What are the fruits of Holy Communion? 

Holy Communion increases our union with 
Christ and His Church.  It preserves and 
renews the life of grace received at     
Baptism and Confirmation and makes us 
grow in love for our neighbor.  It strength-
ens us in charity, wipes away venial sins 
and preserves us from mortal sin in the  

future. (CCC  1391-1397   1416) 

The Holy Eucharist 

In the Eucharist we “break the one bread 
that provides the medicine of immortality, 
the antidote for death and the food that 

makes us live forever in Jesus Christ.”          
~Saint Ignatius of Antioch 

Picture below can be found on the Domestic 

Chapel of Thorns’ altar covering, painted 

by Little Rose’s cousin, Rose Myette. 
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The Virtue of    F A I T H 

 

    The easiest thing to do in life is to  think on the natural plane:  to be concerned and worried about many things, as St.    
Martha was at one time; to worry about where the money will come from; to worry about not having enough time; to complain 
over the difficulties and pains and sorrows that come; to see only the natural explanation for the crosses we have to carry, etc. 
etc.  Most of our worries and difficulties are caused by our lack of faith and lack of supernatural outlook on the circumstances 
and conditions of life.  “Therefore I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, what you shall eat; nor yet for your body, what 
you shall put on.  Consider how the lilies of the field grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I say to you that not even Solomon in 
all his glory was arrayed as one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which flourishes today but tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, how much more for you, o you of little faith!  Your Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first 

the kingdom of God and His justice, and all these things shall be given you besides.” (Matt. 6:25-34) 

     We think supernaturally whenever we do anything with faith in God.  We work with the intention of pleasing God, which 
requires faith.  We pray with faith lifting up our minds and heart to God with trust and hope in Him.  We endure the inconven-
iences and sorrows and tragedies of life with faith that God has permitted them and wills them for our good for however long 
they last.  We endure the faults of others with faith that God has placed this person in my path at this time and wishes that I 
learn to practice charity, or patience or meekness, etc.  We must refocus our thoughts on God’s will– that we bear patiently the 

faults of others and grow in virtue through them. 

     One very essential consideration in living a supernatural life is to think often of eternity and how each event in our life has 
an impact on our destiny in the next life.  This consideration cannot help but align our thoughts and motives to God’s will and His 
way of thinking—which is always our eternal welfare.  If we get too caught up in the natural events of life and forget the all 
present hand of God in every circumstance, then we will be thinking like the pagans and get upset about many things.  Thinking 
only on the natural plane will earn us only worries and hardship.  Having a continual supernatural outlook on all the natural 
events that happen every day not only brings great peace, wisdom, purpose and meaning to everything but helps us to live 
always in communion with God, our loving Father who is continually watching over us, guiding us, helping us and caring for us.  
On this journey through life on earth let us continually walk hand in hand with Our Lady, our loving mother, who will be that 
spur and inspiration to supernaturalize all our actions and intentions.  Her life on earth was one continual, uninterrupted       
supernatural intention to please and serve God and do his will in all events.  We pray for her loving guidance to remind us that  

living supernaturally is our vocation in life and the source of all peace and joy for us.  

                                                                                  Ave Maria! 

 

An excerpt from: 

“Think Supernaturally”  
by Father Dominic Savio Mary Murphy, FI 

     Faith provides us with deep convic-
tions which greatly strengthen our will, 
and faith ever keeps before our eyes 
the eternal reward that will be the rich 
fruit of the sufferings of the moment:  
Then with St. Paul we say, “I reckon that 
the sufferings of this time are not    
worthy to be compared with the glory 
to come,” and like him we rejoice, even 
in the midst of tribulations, for each of 
these, if patiently borne, will earn for 
us a further degree of God’s vision and 
of God’s love. 
     Recall momentarily how Little Rose 
in her suffering followed Jesus in His 
suffering, and when the cross became 
heavier than ever, when the humiliations 
beset her so that she staggered under 
its weight, she kept her gaze fixed on 
Jesus carrying His heavy cross and she 
followed Him along the same path. 
     When Rose was a young invalid 
confined to her house, some of the 
school children made derogatory    
remarks about Rose to her sisters.  
When Rose saw how it upset her sisters 
she said, “Jesus was dragged through 
the streets and the mud, and I wouldn’t 
want to be treated any better than my 

Master.”   And remember when Rose 
became Our Lord’s little victim of love.  
She won the battle over herself and she 
made up her mind to do the will of 
God.  She accepted her sufferings as 
her vocation in  life and then she     
rejoiced that she was found worthy to 
suffer with Christ for the ransom of 
souls. 
     Faith is likewise a source of comfort 
when we have the misfortune of losing 
our dear ones.  We are not among 
those who sorrow without hope.  We 
know that death is but a sleep, to be 
soon followed by the resurrection, and 

that through death we merely         
exchange a temporary dwelling for an 
everlasting mansion. 
     Our chief consolation is the doctrine 
of the Communion of Saints.  While 
awaiting the day when we shall be 
reunited to those that have departed 
this life we are even now bound to 
them by the most intimate ties in Christ 
Jesus.  We pray that their time of trial 
be shortened and their entrance into 
Heaven hastened; they in their turn, 
now assured of their salvation, ardently 
pray that we may one day join them. 
     Finally, faith is a source of manifold 
merit:  the act of faith itself is  highly 
meritorious, for it subjects to Divine  
Authority the best that is in us, our intel-
lect and our will.  This faith has all the  
more merit since in our times it is made 
the object of more numerous attacks, 
and since those who made open      
profession of their faith are, in certain 
countries, exposed to ridicule and   
persecution.   
 

     Above excerpt is from the book Virtues and 
Glories of Little Rose. A collection of  articles 

and testimonies that appeared in the “Little Rose        
Magazine” issues from 1965 through 1979. 
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Jesus said, “If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you shall say to this 

mountain, move and it shall move.  Nothing shall be impossible to you.”    

Matthew 17:19 
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Unveiling Celebration to Honor Marie Rose Ferron 

Pictured Below from left to right:  Mayor of Woonsocket, Lisa Balldelli-Hunt,   

Sculptor, Edward Goodhart, and Foundation President, David Ethier. 

     On the Feast day of the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, August 15th 2021, our Foun-

dation held a celebration to honor the unveiling of 

a new statue created by sculptor Ed Goodhart.  

He has generously donated the statue to our   

Foundation to be displayed in our Museum.    

     The Mayor of the City of Woonsocket, Lisa 

Baldelli-Hunt, was in attendance for this first     

appearance. 

     Foundation President, David Ethier, stated in his 

comments:  “We are in the worst part of Woon-

socket, and I think we have become a light for 

many people who walk by and are in a difficult 

situation.  We introduce them to Little Rose . . . a 

treasure for the people of Woonsocket.” 
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Devotion to the Holy Wounds of Christ   ~ By Fr. Jacinto Mary Chapin, F.I. 

“But he was wounded for our transgression crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole             

and by his bruises we are healed.” – Isaiah 53:5 

   Many centuries before the coming of Christ, the prophet Isaiah foretold the means by which God would redeem and heal the human 

race from the death-blow of sin which afflicted it, namely: by the wounds of the God-Man and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Redemption,       

salvation, eternal life, Heaven, were all made accessible to us through the Most Holy Wounds of Jesus.  Consequently, the Christian 

should have a special devotion to those Holy Wounds. 

   Devotion to Our Lord’s Holy Wounds is an extension of the devotion to His Sacred Humanity and, more particularly, of  the devotion 

to His Most Sacred Passion and Death.  By means of the Savior’s Wounds, His Precious Blood was able to flow upon and purify the face 

of the earth, as a New Deluge, or be mystically sprinkled upon the door posts of so many human hearts and souls and so save them from 

death.  As the Lord once spoke to Moses, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you for making atonement for 

your lives on the altar; for, as life, it is the blood that makes atonement” (Leviticus 17:11).  “Indeed,” the Letter to the Hebrews        

comments, “under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 

sins” (Hebrews 9:22).  In his first letter, St. Peter summarizes why we should be so devoted to Wounds of Christ: “He himself bore our 

sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). 

  Our Lord shed His Precious Blood for us to very last drop.  On the Cross, there was no sound part of His Body; wounds covered it from 

head to toe.  The crucifixion scene was, indeed, a most brutal and horrific sight.  Again, as Isaiah foretold, “He had no form or majesty 

that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2b).  Just as the Israelites during their       

sojourn in the desert had to gaze upon the bronze serpent erected on a pole in order to be healed from the poisonous snake bite (cf. Num-

bers 21), so, too, must we gaze upon the Savior lifted up high on the Cross in order to be saved from the deadly poison of our sins.  We 

must gaze upon the Crucifix and see the price of our salvation, see the effects of our sins, see and comprehend “what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge” (Ephesians 3:18-19a). 

  On the Cross, we need to see realistically portrayed the God-Man in all His suffering and agony, His Body covered with wounds and 

blood.  What a major difference this can make in moving more powerfully a man’s heart to love Christ for having suffered so much for 

him!  The mere sight of a suffering person’s wounds and blood easily moves one to compassion, another to tears, and still another even to 

fainting!  And yet, too many crucifixes portray Our Lord with little or hardly any wounds or blood at all!  We need to see the Wounds of 

Christ, the Blood of Christ, the Passion of Christ, the love of Christ!   

  Devotion to the Lord’s Passion and to His Most Holy Wounds can be found in the lives of all the saints.  Taking up this devotion or 

entering into it more seriously can help us, too, on the path to holiness.  St. Bernard of Clairvaux explains: “Where can the weak find a 

place of firm security and peace, except in the wounds of the Savior?  Indeed, the more secure is my place there the more he can do to 

help me.”  Similarly, in the Imitation of Christ, Thomas à Kempis writes, "If you cannot soar up as high as Christ sitting on his throne, 

behold him hanging on his cross.  Rest in Christ's Passion and live willingly in his holy wounds.  You will gain marvelous strength and 

comfort in adversities.”  In the well-known prayer Anima Christi, we pray to Christ: “Within Thy wounds, hide me…”  St. Augustine 

goes further and prays, “Imprint, O Lord, Your wounds in my heart, that I may read therein suffering and love: suffering, that I may en-

dure for You all suffering; love, that I may despise for You all love.” 

  Devotion to the Most Holy Wounds of Christ includes all the Wounds He suffered, but especially the five principal Wounds on His 

hands, feet and side.  There are beautiful prayers composed for this devotion, such as the Little Chaplet of the Five Wounds of Jesus   

Crucified, by St. Alphonsus Liguori.  Of course, we can mentally contemplate the Holy Wounds every time we pray the Sorrowful    

Mysteries of the Rosary, the Stations of the Cross, or the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  Highly recommended, too, is simply gazing upon a 

realistic Crucifix and be moved to cry out with St. Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ 

who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 

2:19b-20).  May Our Lady of Sorrows, the greatest devotee of her Son’s Passion and Holy Wounds, obtain for us the great grace to be 

wounded in our hearts with a burning love for Christ and Him Crucified! 
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Agnes Martina McHugh, 89 of Mashpee, 
formerly of Boston, passed away peacefully 
at home with her loving sister and beloved 
niece by her side on June 28, 2021.  She was 
the beloved daughter of the late Thomas J. 
and Mabel McHugh. 
   Agnes had a successful career in telecom-
munications, working for New England Tele-
phone and AT&T for many years until her 
retirement.  She was a member of the Cape 
Cod Board of Realtors and a faithful parish-

ioner at Christ the King Church in Mashpee.  Agnes was a loving 
sister, aunt, and friend to many and will be dearly missed by all 
who loved and knew her.   
     Agnes is survived by her sister Patricia McHugh of Mashpee 
and many nieces, nephews, cousins and dear friends.  She was 
predeceased by three brothers, John J., David I. and Thomas A. 
McHugh, Jr. and two sisters, Cecelia F. and Rita C. McHugh. 
    Agnes was a devotee of Marie Rose Ferron and for many 
years helped Little Rose’s sister, Flora Lemire, with her Domestic 

Chapel in Flora’s home on 
Providence St., Woonsocket.  
She began helping Flora from 
the time that she was in school 
in 1948.  Agnes remained 
close to Flora after she was 
moved to a nursing home as 
pictured here with her sister 
Cecelia. 

Pictured above, Frank fulfills Richard Ayotte’s request to place two crosses 
that belonged to Little Rose in Foundation President, David Ethier’s hands.  

     Richard R. Ayotte, 80, of Woonsocket, 
passed away Friday, July 23, 2021, at 
Landmark Medical Center after a long ill-
ness. He was the loving husband of the late 
Beatriz S. “Betty” (Barrera) Ayotte. They 
were married on May 10, 1980, and shared 
over 37 years together until her passing on 
June 11, 2017. 
     Richard was the owner and operator of 
Ayotte Printers at 480 Cass Ave., a business 
started by his father Wilfred in 1924. Betty 

faithfully worked alongside her husband as Richard carried 
on the family business until May of 2017 when he retired, 
after nearly a century of serving the community. Ayotte Print-
ers was a staunch supporter of the Woonsocket community 
including Autumnfest, many church and youth activities and 
also did all the printing of Novenas and other prayers for 
Flora Lemire, Marie Rose Ferron’s sister, during the years her 
home on Providence Street welcomed those devoted to “Little 
Rose”  to come and pray.  Richard also became very devoted 
to Little Rose.  Richard will be remembered as a kind and 
friendly gentleman. An easy going fellow with a ready laugh 
and smile, Richard treasured his family, faith, friends and 
customers.        
     Upon Richard’s passing, he had instructed his close friend 
Frank Beauparlant to make sure two crosses that had be-
longed to Little Rose were 
handed over to David Ethi-
er, President of the Rose 
Ferron Foundation of Rhode 
Island.  Frank had lived 
with Richard as a youth and 
worked with him at his print 
shop for many years.  He 
remembers printing the  tri-
fold Novenas 6,000 at a 
time.  Flora Lemire had 
given the crosses to Richard 
Ayotte for safe keeping.    

May Little Rose intercede for their souls! 

May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them & May They Rest in Peace 

 

Agnes,  Flora  and Cecelia 

David Ethier  and Frank Beauparlant 

     Virginia M. (Fay) LeClair passed away on 
August 25, 2021. She was born in Boston & was 
a proud lifelong Revere resident for 78 years. 
While a student at Revere High School, she 
worked part-time in her Mom & Dad’s Restau-
rant. Then after falling in love with Carl E. Le-
Clair, Sr., she stayed at home as their family 
grew to a family of 6.  Both, Virginia & Carl had 
a proud & stalwart association with their church, 
St. Anthony of Padua Church of Revere, for 
many, many years. Virginia also worked for 
over 20 years at the Vertuccio & Smith, Home 
for Funerals. 

     Besides her beloved husband of 59 years, Carl E. LeClair, Sr., 
she is survived by Carl E. LeClair, Jr. & his fiancé, Denise A. Killoren 
of Stoneham, Rosanne E. Frongillo & her husband, Vincent of Sau-
gus, Marie V. Fronduto of Lynn & Michael A. Fronduto of New 
Hampshire, April J. DeLuca & her partner, Christine MacInnally of 
Lynn, Derek A. LeClair of Revere & the late Cheryl A. Ferragamo. 
Also survived by thirteen grandchildren, as well as 5 great grand-
children and one on the way. Also a dear sister, Diane Crowley & 
her late husband, Michael of Marshfield, Donald Chapman & his 
wife, Myrna of Summerside, P. E. I., Canada & the late Grace E. 
Cutillo & her late husband, Frank R., the late Edward C. “Eddie” 
Fay, Jr. & his surviving wife, Dolores Fay of Allenstown, N.H. & the 
late Joseph E. Fay & his late wife Lillian. Virginia is also lovingly 
survived by her closest friends, Dottie “Missy” Bernstein & her hus-
band, Stephen of Saugus & Lorraine Todisco & Joann Giannino, 
both of Revere. Many caring nieces, nephews, grandnieces & 
grandnephews also survive Virginia as well as an uncountable num-
ber of extended family & friends. 
    The Rose Ferron Foundation of 
R.I., is very special to the LeClair 
Family, as they have spent many 
years of fundraising & prayer 
times for this most worthy cause. 
Currently her husband Carl E. 
LeClair Sr. holds the Vice Presi-
dent’s position.  We offer our 
sincerely sympathy to our friend 
Carl during this difficult time.  
May Little Rose intercede and 
send him and his family comfort 
and peace as she points Virginia 
in the direction of heaven. 

 

Carl & Virginia LeClair                   

on their 55th Wedding Anniversary 

In Loving Memory of 
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Foundation Supporters:    

Memberships support our work allowing us to keep Little Rose’s 
memory alive.  It also shows there is continued devotion to her!   At 
present, the Foundation has Membership Donation options of $25.00 
for a year membership and $333 for a lifetime membership.   

Monthly Donors are needed to commit to a $33.00 donation each 
month in honor of the 33 years Jesus and Little Rose lived on earth. 

Please complete this form and send along with your check to: 

Rose Ferron Foundation of RI, 339 Arnold St, Woonsocket, RI 02895 

Name:   

Address:   

City, State, Zip:   

Email 

Circle One: 

Membership          Lifetime           Monthly Donor       Cobblestones        One time  

      1 Year         Membership      Honor 33 years         $10 each           Donation  

       $25                $333                     $33                 $_________    $________      

Milo the Cat Testimony from Fiji: 

Our friend Jerome Chong submitted this story of how, after his 
cat suffered a spinal injury and was told by his Veterinarian 
that the cat would be paralyzed, he began to put Holy Water 
on his cat and also prayed over his cat’s injured area with a 
memento of Little Rose.  He tells us that amazingly, the cat  
recovered and is now a big healthy boy!  Jerome thanks Little 

Rose for her intercession. 

    Using sacramentals such as Holy Water and asking intercession is always 
wonderful and so much needed more and more.  This story also reminds us that 
St. Francis’ Feast day falls on October 4th and many churches in the USA hold a 
“Blessing of the Animals” Ceremony.  Little Rose, being a Third Order Franciscan, 
surely would know the importance of all of God’s creation in our lives.  Truly it is 

always our faith in Jesus and His powers that cause us to pray for healings. 

Milo the Cat 

September is the time to become a member, or renew your membership today!! 

     Pictured is President David Ethier, 
September 2017, as he opened the door 

to the Castle building on Arnold St. in 
Woonsocket after closing the deal to 
purchase it.  In September 2019 we be-

gan our first official Membership Drive.   

     Each year since that time, we have 
kept up the appeal for new members.  
As we move into 2022 new and renew-
ing members will receive our newly print-

ed prayer trifold “Devotion to the Holy 
Wounds of Christ: Prayers and Promises,”  
along with a handmade 

gift specially made by David’s wife, Denise.   

     Your membership not only supports our 
work, but more importantly, shows that there 
still is a strong devotion to "Little Rose" and a 
great need to keep her memory alive.   Here, 

in Rhode Island, we are blessed to be so 
close to one who offered herself in   
prayer and sacrifice, and where miracles 
happened for so many.  Please consider 

becoming a member today!    

Laughter, the better medicine . . .            “My boss told me to have a good day.  So I went home.” 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 

The Lord God made them all. 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

Each little flower that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 

He made their glowing colors, 

He made their tiny wings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purple-headed mountains, 

The river running by, 

The sunset , and the morning, 

That brightens up the sky. 

 

The cold wind in the winter, 

The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruit in the garden, 

He made them, every one. 

 

He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips that we might tell, 

How great  is  God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well. 

     ~ Cecil Frances Alexander 

Ana Patricia Miaini 

Bob Joyal 

Brother Leo 

Carol Ann Huban 

Catherine Whalen 

Cathy Boisvert 

Christine Carr 

Christine McCullough 

Clair Taylor 

Daniel Varholy 

 

Daniel Conahan 

Marie Ferree 

Dr. Darline Kulhan 

Edwin Aldarondo 

Ester Bigham 

Heather Kisilywicz 

Janet Shinney 

John Harrington 

Kurt Struhart 

Liseanne Paille 

Marc & Patricia Auger 

David & Denise Ethier 

Martha Winthrop 

Mary Ann Harold 

Mary E. Grosinger 

Mike Martineau 

Johanne Rioux 

Paul & Amanda Ethier 

Pauline L. Belair 

Renee Ciambrone 

Steve Bottari 

 

Steve Syster 

Susan B. Belmore 

Thomas Collard 

Timeless Antiques 

Trudy Lamoureux 

William C. Belmore 

Zack Morin 
 

St. Peter & St. Paul 

Upper Room 

Foundation 

 

In Loving Memory of  

Many wish to remain Anonymous 

Richard Ayotte 
 

Jean Savard Bonin 

Author of “A Stigmatist, 

Marie Rose Ferron” 
 

Virginia LeClair 
 

Agnes McHugh    
 

Elizabeth Barron 

A Boston Nurse that used  

to care for Little Rose 
  

Rosanna Whitesell      



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island  is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, all volunteer organization.  All donations are tax deductible. 

Our Newsletter is also found on our website listed above.  For $5 donation we can mail out hard copy to address you provide. 

 

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 
Museum & Domestic Chapel 
339 Arnold Street 
Woonsocket, RI   02895 
 
Email:    roseferronfri@gmail.com 
Web:    roseferronfri.org 
E-giving: roseferronfri.org/online-giving  
 

 

If Little Rose has touched your heart, even in the smallest of ways, please consider sharing your story with us by visiting us online at:   

www.roseferronfri.org/share-your-story  

or write to: Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island, 339 Arnold St, Woonsocket, RI 02895. 

"But you, my dearly beloved, be 

mindful of the words which have 

been spoken before by the 

apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Who told you that in the last 

time there will be mockers, walk-

ing according to their own de-

sires in ungodliness. These are 

they, who separate themselves, 

sensual men, having not the 

Spirit. But you, my beloved, build 

yourselves upon your most holy 

faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

keep yourselves in the love of 

God, waiting for the mercy of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, unto life 

everlasting."       Jude 1:17-21 

Who Am I?  

* see front 

page for  

explanation! 

"Tell everyone that God grants 

graces through the Immaculate 

Heart  of Mary."                        

~St. Jacinta Marto 
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