
   Volume 5 Issue 3 

Little Rose Newsletter 
June 2021 

The Voice of the Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 

   

     Ave Maria! 
     As we ended the 
month of April 2021, 
we saw a lifelong devo-
tee and promoter of 
“Little Rose” move out 
of Rhode Island and 
back to her hometown 

in Pennsylvania.  We bid “adieu” to our 
friend, Paulette Nickel, as she wished to 
return to her family.  We thank her for 
entrusting us with the documents of Fa-
ther Boyer and all other treasures associat-
ed with Little Rose that she had gathered 
over the years. We wish her much happi-
ness and peace. 
    This past May we gathered at the 
gravesite of Marie Rose Ferron at Pre-
cious Blood Cemetery in Woonsocket.  
We honored her with fresh roses, prayers 
and hymns.  We have posted pictures 
online at                 
www.roseferronfri.org/honoring-rose-2021 

and also included a few on page 9 of this 

issue.  Truly it was a beautiful day and 
a blessed event.  We are hopeful that 
this be the beginning of many more 
events in the near future. 
     June is the month of the Sacred 
Heart, though the secular world 
would have us think otherwise.   As 
Catholics we should all consider   
offering our hearts to Jesus in a spe-
cial way this month.  He is the One 
who gave his own Sacred Heart so 
that we may all be one in the love of 
the Holy Trinity.  
     Think about consecrating your 
home to the  Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
by hanging His picture or setting up a 
statue of the Sacred Heart.  Contact 
your parish priest to ask him to bless 
your display. 
      

    Yours with “little Rose,” 
 

David P. Ethier 

     St. John the Baptist leapt in his mother’s 
womb at the approach of Jesus as Jesus lie 
hidden in the womb of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.   John recognized Jesus before he 
was born.  Indeed he was the last of the 
great prophets we read about in the Bible 
and yet in the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 

11, we read how, while John was impris-
oned, his cousin Jesus says of him: “Amen, I 
say to you, that there hath not risen among 
men that are born of women a greater 
than John the Baptist; yet he that is the 
lesser in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.”  John was unable to unite himself 
to God in the same way all other Saints 
that followed him could, because Jesus had 
not endured His Passion yet.  John was 

murdered before Jesus was. 

     Jesus’ Death and Resurrection opened 
the pathway for all to follow Him by tak-
ing up our own crosses to join to His Cross.  
Our sufferings joined to His become the 
path that leads to union with God and a 
higher degree of sainthood than John 

could attain.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Jesus elevated humanity to allow man to 
work together with the Divine.  Jesus wants 
us to follow in His footsteps.  The sufferings 
He endured lacked nothing in terms of 
bringing souls the gift of everlasting life.   
The important part is that each soul has to 
want and choose everlasting life.  Jesus 

asks us to offer up all we suffer to Him; in 
union with Him  for all souls. When we join 
our sufferings in this way, as Little Rose did 

with hers, our sufferings have great value.  

      Jesus also describes John as more than 
a prophet. He says of John “It is written: 
‘Behold I send my angel before thy face, 
who shall prepare thy way before thee.’” 
Even as we now call John a saint—Jesus 

called him an angel.   

     We shall end with a reflection on the 
Apostle John’s Gospel account of St. John 
the Baptist:  “There was a man sent by 
God whose name was John.  This man 
came for a witness, to give testimony of 
the light, that all men might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but was 
to give testimony of the light.”  This follows 
with John’s Gospel account of Jesus, “He 
was in the world, and the world was made 
by Him and the world knew Him not.   But 
as many as received Him, He gave them 
power to be made the sons of God, to 

them that believe in His Name.” 

“Light of the World” 

Saint John the Baptist 
Feast Day June 24th 

 
Pompeo Batoni (1708-1787) is the Italian painter 
who depicted this image of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, inspired by Jesus asking St. Margaret Mary 
Alacoque to give Him the gift of her small heart to be 
placed in the furnace of His Divine Heart, before 

returning to her inflamed by His love.  
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Windows, Doors, Plumbing  & Courtyard 

Memberships support our work allowing us to keep Little Rose’s memory 
alive.  It also shows there is continued devotion to her!   At present, the Foun-
dation has Membership Donation options of $25.00 for a year membership 
and $333 for lifetime membership.   

Monthly Donors are needed to commit to a $33.00 donation each month in 
honor of the 33 years Jesus and Little Rose spent on earth. 

Complete this form along with your check and send to: 

Rose Ferron Foundation of RI, 339 Arnold St, Woonsocket, RI 02895 
 

Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________ 

City, State, Zip:  _______________________________________________ 

Email:  _______________________________________________________ 

Circle One: 

Membership          Lifetime           Monthly Donor       Cobblestones        One time  

      1 Year         Membership      Honor 33 years         $10 each           Donation  

       $25                $333             $33                $_________       $________      

     Building improvements contin-
ued during the first half of 2021, 
as we purchased updated vintage 
iron windows and antique wood 
doors that complement the interior 
of the Castle building, fitting the 
style of a castle.  One of the exte-
rior doors is fitted with an antique 
ringing door bell - no electricity 
required! Window and door instal-
lation is taking  time but is cost ef-
ficient as we are doing the labor 

ourselves - all donated time.   

     We also received notification 
from the City that our plumbing 
coming in from the street will need 
to be updated to code, as is occur-
ring City-wide with all commercial  
properties in Woonsocket.  Labor  
will have to be paid out-of-pocket 
since we have no members who 
are talented in this area to donate 

their time. 

     Then there is our Castle court-

yard project, the area measuring 
about 125 feet by 50 feet at its 
widest point.  Currently the bor-
ders have stone flower beds con-
taining some inherited and some 
new flowers - and of course, our 
“Thorn Tree.”  We were blessed to 
receive donated labor from Mate-
rial Sand & Stone Corp., located in 
North Smithfield, Rhode Island.  
They took the time to break up 
and remove the old pitted and 
multi-layered asphalt with their 
heavy equipment. They have also 
agreed to donate more cement for 

patio areas going forward.   

     We had intended to make the 
majority of the area a cement pa-
tio-type area with the remaining 
entryway into the Castle paved 
with asphalt - leaving the farthest 
inside area to be filled with loam 
for the planting of a vegetable 
garden.  But, during the lengthy 
time of watching the clearing of 
the area and now finally all the 

rubble being cleared away, it was 
decided at our most recent Board 
Meeting to rethink this and slowly 
make our way around the area, 
creatively using stone dust as a 
base  with perhaps various cobble-
stone grotto entryways amid 
smooth concrete pathways to allow 
for handicap accessibility.  We 
also plan to include concrete patio 
areas for groups to gather - all to 
make surroundings beautiful and 
most useful for future events where 
we can pray and have celebra-

tions.  

     Remember, we are in the mid-
dle of a city and hope to create a 
tranquil, peace-filled place where 
one can feel closer to God.  Why 
not send in a donation towards the 
cobblestones today?  While we 
are unable to mark each stone with 
a name, we do plan to install a 
plaque with the name of each per-
son who donates 25 stones or more 

with the heading “In Memory Of.” 

Foundation Building  Update: 

Courtyard view looking in 

from street. 

Courtyard view looking 

out to street. 
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Adorable Breast, which resembled a fur-

nace.  In this He showed me His most 

adorable Heart, the living Source of these 

flames.  Then he disclosed to me the inef-

fable wonders of His Love, and to what 

an excess He had carried it in His love for 

men, from whom he received only ingrati-

tude.  He assured me that He took special 

pleasure in being honored under the rep-

resentation of the Heart of flesh and that 

he desired such a representation to be 

become public, so that the hard hearts of 

men might thereby be touched.” (quote 

source: Vatican news article dated Octo-

ber 17, 2019)   

     When Margaret Mary went to her 

Superior, Mother de Saumaise, and told 

her of her visions she was first reprimand-

ed for her presumption.  Margaret Mary 

then suffered a collapse and became 

very ill. It was only after this ordeal that 

she was able to convince her superior that 

the visions were authentic. However, she 

struggled with convincing others of the 

validity of her apparitions, even those in 

    Margaret was born in 1647 in Burgun-

dy, France, of Claude and Philiberte Ala-

coque.  Her father was prosperous and 
owned a country house and farmland.  He 

died of pneumonia when Margaret was 

eight.  She showed an intense love for the 

Blessed Sacrament and preferred silence 

over typical childhood play.  Frequently 

she took comfort in visits to pray before 

the Blessed Sacrament.   Because of this 

she was allowed to make her First Com-

munion at 9 years old.  Soon after, a 

rheumatic affliction confined her to her 

bed for four years.  It was during this time 

that she vowed to consecrate herself to 

religious life.   

     During adolescence, however, she 

changed her mind and Margaret's mother 

started encouraging her to become more 

social in hopes she would find a suitable 

husband.  One night, after attending a 

Ball in an evening dress, she had a vision 

of Christ, scourged and bloody. After this 

vision, Margaret was determined to fulfill 

the vow she made years ago. At 22 she 

made her profession at the Visitation Con-

vent at Paray-le-Monial to become a 

Nun.  When she made her profession, the 

name Mary was added and she was 

called Margaret Mary. 

     In December 1673, Jesus appeared to 

Margaret Mary and allowed her to rest 

her head on His heart.  He revealed to 

her the wonders of His love.  His human 

heart was to be the symbol of His divine-

human love. He explained to her that he 

wished to make these wonders known to 

all the world and that He chose her for 

His work.  During this time in the convent, 

she began to receive revelations of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Lord Jesus told 

her that His love of His Heart must spread 

and manifest itself to men, and He would 

reveal Its graces through her.   

     Margaret Mary describes in her writ-

ings what she saw in one of her visions:  

“Flames issued on all sides from His Sa-

cred Humanity, but especially from His 

her own community. She eventually gained 

the support from the community's confessor, 

St. Claude de la Colombiere, who declared 

her visions were genuine. Finally, all opposi-

tion from the community regarding Mar-

garet's visions ended in 1683 when Margaret 

Mary became the assistant to the Superior.  

St. Margaret Mary, who later became known 

as Novice Mistress, led the   convent in ob-

serving the Feast of the Sacred Heart pri-

vately, and inspired the construction of a 

chapel built to honor the Sacred Heart.  Mar-

garet Mary died a couple of years later, at 

the age of 43, on October 17, 1690, while 

being anointed. She spoke the words, "I need 

nothing but God, and to lose myself in the 

Heart of Jesus." 

     After her death, the devotion to the    

Sacred Heart remained controversial within 

the Church. The practice did not become offi-

cially recognized until 75 years later.  St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque was officially  

canonized on May 13, 1920 by Pope     

Benedict XV and, in 1928, Pope Pius XI    

upheld the Church's position regarding the 

credibility behind her visions of Jesus Christ. 

He stated Jesus "manifested Himself" to Mar-

garet Mary and the chief features of devo-

tion to the Sacred Heart are "reception of 

Holy Communion on the first Friday of each 

month, Eucharistic adoration during a “Holy 

hour” on Thursdays, and the celebration of 

the Feast of the Sacred Heart."  June is now 

celebrated as the Month of the Sacred Heart 

in the Catholic Church. 

Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque 

“We must never be discouraged or give 

way to anxiety . . . But ever have recourse 

to the adorable HEART OF JESUS.”            

~ St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
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E-mail received by our Foundation January 2, 2021 

Hello,  

My name is Ingrid C. from Canada and I want to share a beautiful brush with the mystical that was just experienced, and 

that I believe was because of your lovely “Little Rose” Ferron. 

Over Christmas, I was reading She Wears a Crown of Thorns by Rev O.A. Boyer S. T. L.   Once in a while, while I was 
reading, I would lift up different people (and their families) that God had placed in my life for her intercession.  I have a 

picture of a certain friend above the spot where I was reading and I prayed for him too. 

I messaged my friend last night:  “Happy New Year, my friend!  I hope your Christmas was wonderful.  I pray God’s 

abundant blessings on you and all you love.” 

His response in his broken English: “Hi happy New Year, during Christmas time while I was home for a few days a very 
nice smell was coming to me and with understanding that someone was praying for me and family, the smell was        

unworldly it was very good smell [it] was like snowing* of this smell, thank you for praying for us. . . Amazing” 

I told him “ You must know that I have been praying for you.  Thank you for sharing with me this joyous mystical          

experience of God’s love for you! Praise be to God! 

“Amen” was his answer then “Thank you and God Bless you my dear.  In his name, Jesus” 

I told him “Thank you for your prayer as well.” 

Around this time I was also saying Thank You to Rose in prayer, as I understood that this smell was because of her        

intercession.   

In that moment he texted “The smell just happen again just now. . . Wow.” 

Knowing that this moment and its experiences were a gift from God for the strengthening of our faith, I said “Praise be to 

Jesus Christ—now and forever.” 

His response: “ I  like you to smell it too and be blessed.” 

*Because my friend is Inuit, snow is very special to him. Different times he talked to me about its characteristics and     
significance.  I believe this sensation of snowing was a special blessing for him because of his own personal life and    

cultural experiences. 

I wanted to share this beautiful experience with you. Perhaps it will strengthen you in your walk as well.   

Thank you, Little Rose, for your intercession—and for strengthening me in the knowledge that God hears and answers us. 

 

I should add that our shared mystical experience did not begin at Christmas time. I met my friend many years ago on a 
youth exchange. He is Inuit and is probably one of the simplest people I have met, and by that I mean he is a genuine 
and uncomplicated person. When my eldest daughter was a baby, 26 years ago,  he and another friend from that    
exchange came to visit me from two very separate parts of Canada. By coming to my house, they were “meeting in the 
middle” as I lived half way between them. I had been planning to go to our church’s mission despite their arrival at my 
home. I told them they did not have to join me. One told me he would go to the local bar while we were at church, while 
the other said he would join my daughter and I at the mission – even though he had little Christian teaching and likely no 
Catholic background at all. We sat in the ‘Crying Room’ away from other people because of my daughter. Probably 
three times during the mission, while the missionary priest was talking my friend stood up and declared in an agitated 
way “I need to go!” I reassured him each time that it would be ok if he leaves, and that I would meet him and our other 

friend after the mission. Each time, he settled himself and again took his seat.  
 

I didn’t ask him and he didn’t explain why he acted that way until a day or two later: “Do you want to know why I kept 
saying I had to go?” With my nod, he continued, “It was because every once in a while when I was in your Church a very 
strong power would come over me. A strong feeling would come over me, and I would be afraid. I was so scared. I didn’t 

know what it was.”  

  

I explained to him that it was God showing him that He was real.  

 

 



Page 5 Little Rose Newsletter  

    St. Augustine tells us that “Chastity, 

or cleanness of heart, holds a glorious 

and distinguished place among the vir-

tues, because she, alone, enables man to 

see God; hence Truth itself said, 

‘Blessed are the clean of heart, for they 

shall see God.’”  St. Augustine went on 

to become a Doctor of the Church. St. 

John Bosco advocated "Holy Purity, the 

queen of virtues, the angelic virtue, is a 

jewel so precious that those who possess 

it become like the angels of God in heav-

en, even though clothed in mortal flesh." 

    Sadly the virtue of Chastity appears 

to lack a place in today’s tarnished socie-

ty which increasingly seeks to promote a 

culture of “anything goes” between men 

and women, going so far as to  attempt to 

redefine or even remove the God given 

definitions of  what a man and a woman 

are.  Chastity, it could be said, is the vir-

tue of wholeness.  To become whole we 

need to first fill the void within each of 

our human hearts which desires love of 

God and sure to follow will be respect 

for all God’s laws.  St. Augustine’s most 

famous quote expresses this eloquently 

“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, 

and  our hearts are restless until they rest 

in  You.” 

   And yet another Doctor of Church, St. 

Francis de Sales, is quoted as saying 

“Chastity is the lily of virtues, and makes 

men almost equal to Angels. Everything 

is beautiful in accordance with its purity. 

Now the purity of man is chastity, which 

is called honesty, and the observance of 

it, honor and also integrity; and its con-

trary is called corruption; in short, it has 

this peculiar excellence above the other 

virtues, that it preserves both soul and 

body fair and unspotted.” 

The Virtue of Chastity 

 

As the deer longs for 
streams of water, so 

my soul longs for 
You, O God— 

Psalm 42:2 

     It is beautiful to think of the absolute purity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
virginal beauty of religious in full habit, the innocence of children, the dignity of 
women dressed modestly, the safety of a home free of all immodest literature, 
the chaste conversation of devout Catholics, the selflessness of those free from 

impure desires, etc; and do these examples of purity not bring peace to the soul and joy to the heart?  This freedom, peace 

and joy is the experience of all those who value and cherish purity and fear to offend God by tarnishing this priceless virtue. 
 

     How easy it is today to lose this virtue and then how immensely difficult it is to gain it back once it is lost.  But all things are 
possible with God.  With His grace anyone may preserve this virtue until death as St. Therese of the Child Jesus and many oth-
er saints, or if it has been lost, restore it by a good confession, deep contrition and a life dedicated to God’s service to repair 

for the past.  In order to do either—preserve or restore this precious virtue—we need to keep in mind the following counsels:  

 The first and most important step when there is a danger, is to resist with all one’s efforts the attacks of impure temptation.  
If we don’t resist in the beginning, the temptation quickly gains strength and we may easily find ourselves unable to resist 

further.   

 We must practice custody of the eyes strictly.  If we struggle with impure thoughts often and wonder why, the answer will 

almost invariably be because we are not mortifying our eyesight and instead, give way to gazing at immodest things. 

 We must keep busy by occupying our mind with good thought and our body with some profitable exercise (working, read-
ing, recreating, cleaning, etc.).  As St. Bernard says “the devil fills idle souls with bad thoughts, so that they may be thinking 

of evil if they do not actually do it.” 

 It is also extremely important to avoid all dangerous situations that may lead to sin—certain persons, places or things (TV, 
computer, etc.).  We can pray much, attend Mass daily, go to confession often, make many good resolutions, but they will 
all be useless if we ever deliberately put ourselves into a dangerous situation.  God’s grace is withdrawn if we place our-

selves into an occasion of sin and then sin becomes very likely. 

 If we are tempted to impurity of mind or body we must call upon the help of our Guardian angel and pray often “Jesus 
and Mary help me”.  But especially we must have immediate recourse to the Blessed Virgin Mary and with a firm will not to 

consent ask for her help and, as St. Maximilian assures us, we will always be victorious. 

 Frequent the sacraments of the Holy Eucharist and Confession with great devotion. 
 

Jesus and His Immaculate Mother are our perfect models in valuing and practicing this priceless virtue.  We call upon them con-

tinually throughout life for the grace to preserve to the end in pleasing God with our purity.    Ave Maria! 

An excerpt from: 

“Preserving Our Purity”  
by Father Dominic Savio Mary Murphy, FI 
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The Passing of Papa Ferron 
     Jean-Baptist Ferron passed 
away on January 31, 1947.  One 
night, sometime after dinner, he 
said to his wife “Mother, if I pass 
away you could send my body to a 
mortuary parlor, for you are all 
tired and exhausted.”  When he 
said those words, Flora, his young-
est daughter, was in the room.  She 
took her father by the arm and 
said, “Pa, come with me.”  The fa-
ther followed his daughter to Rose’s 
chapel.  When they were both be-
fore the altar, Flora said to him 
“Pa, when you die, this is where 
you’ll be.”  The old man smiled and 

said, “I’m glad, thank you.” 

 As they walked out of the 
chapel, he stopped in the kitchen, 
sat down in his rocker, placed his 
feet on his footstool and made him-
self comfortable.   Then smiling, he 
said “how well I feel in this chair.  I 
feel so comfortable here that I be-
lieve I shall stay here and die.”  At 
three o’clock on the last Friday of 
that month, he passed away in his 

chair.   

 About 15 minutes after his 
death, Bill, his youngest son, ar-
rived.  Mr. Ferron was still in his 
chair when Bill smelled the scent of 
roses.  He locked around to see if 
there were any roses in the room.  
As he could not see any, he asked 
his mother “Ma have you roses 
here? The odor of roses is so strong 
here.”  His mother answered that 
there were no roses in the house.   
Irene, another sister of Rose, did not 
get the fragrance at that time. Five 
minutes later, when Mr. Ferron’s 
body was placed in his room, she 
got the odor of roses very strongly.  
The fragrance not only followed her 
to the kitchen when she had gone to 
pull down the blinds, but it also fol-

lowed her to the chapel where her 

father was to be laid out. 

 While the family was in the 
father’s bedroom, Bill walked out 
into the kitchen and said.  “I smell 
roses again”.  On hearing this, 
Donat, another brother of Rose, 
also walked into the kitchen.  He 
too got the fragrance of roses.  
Then Mrs. Ferron, Irene and Flora 
looked at each other with surprise, 
for they too were getting a strong 
odor of roses.  At that time, Mr. 
LeMire, Flora’s husband, who was 
in the front room waiting for the 
undertaker called out, “Come here, 
I smell the fragrance very strong-
ly.”  It was at this time that Mrs. 
Ferron said, “my children, Rose is 
surely with us.”  At this remark they 

all burst into tears. 

 The next day Flora stated 
that her father’s alarm clock 
stopped ticking when he died and 
all their efforts to start it proved 

fruitless. 

 In his casket, Mr. Ferron 

looked so peaceful that it seemed 
as if he were sleeping.  Hundreds 
of people came to visit his remains 
laid out in Rose’s chapel, which 
proved that the family was highly 
respected and that Little Rose still 
lived in the hearts of her friends.  
The funeral service at Holy Family 
Church was vastly attended and a 
great many cars followed the re-

mains to the cemetery.   

 It was in preparation of his 
grave that the casket of Little Rose 
was struck and broken open. Her 
remains were exposed.  This led to 
her exhumation in July 1947 and a  

replacement for her original coffin. 

            We offer a bit of history 
here in our story.  While Papa Fer-
ron’s marker shows Jan 1946 as his 
death year, he actually died in Jan 

1947. 

           Have you ever written the 

old year in the month of January?  

In this case the error was “carved in 

stone.” 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE SANCTITY OF LITTLE ROSE 

     We admire the sanctity of Little 

Rose Ferron and concentrate on the 

extraordinary signs of her union with 

Christ for the salvation of souls. But 

in this admiration, we might over-

look some basic facts that led up to 

that sanctity. This means the circum-

stances in which she lived. 
 

     This recalls the family life of St. 

Therese which was very conducive 

to sanctity. She was tutored and   

supported in the faith by its       

members. For instance, St. Therese 

was very devoted to the Holy Face 

of Jesus. In fact, her sister Celine 

wrote that, if we don’t know the 

depth of her devotion to the Holy 

Face, then we do not know her sister. 

Her father visited its miraculous  

image in Tours and enrolled his  

family in its archconfraternity.  But 

it was her sister Pauline who intro-

duced her to the spirituality of the 

Holy Face. In this way, Pauline   

supplied her with a solid foundation 

upon which St. Therese then pro-

ceeded to build her devotion. 
 

     Something similar might be said 

of Little Rose. 
 

     Her mother, Rose Delima 

[Mathieu], had an exceptional devo-

tion to Our Lady which she passed 

on to her daughter. This devotion 

expressed itself particularly through 

the Rosary. She seemed to have 

lived in the aura of the Rosary, be-

cause she would pause during her 

daily work to recite a decade of the 

Rosary. Then there was the custom 

of the daily family Rosary as well. 
 

     Through this devotion, Delima 

was inspired to dedicate each of her 

fifteen children to a mystery of the 

Rosary. In this chain, commemorat-

ing the life of Our Lord, Little Rose, 

being the tenth child, was dedicated 

to the mystery of the Crucifixion. 

Through the grace of the stigmata, 

her life was literally centered on the 

mystery to which she was dedicated.  
 

     Her father, Jean-Baptiste, attend-

ed daily Mass. The Mass is the    

sacramental re-presentation of Jesus’ 

self-sacrifice on the Cross of Calva-

ry. We have to keep in mind that 

Jesus emphasized that our participa-

tion in the Eucharist should be done 

in memory of him. Jean-Baptiste 

strengthened that memory by pray-

ing the Stations of the Cross either 

before or after attending the Mass. 

His meditation on the Sacred 

Wounds of Christ was augmented by 

the visible stigmata of his daughter. 

Little Rose’s vocation for the salva-

tion of souls depended on an        

intimate union with the heart of the 

Crucified Redeemer which her father 

venerated in his devotion to the Mass 

and the Stations of the Cross. Jean-

Baptiste seems to have been a     

contemplative of the Cross as      

Delima was of the Rosary.  
 

     In his Apostolic Letter on the  

Rosary, St. John Paul II states that 

“With the Rosary, the Christian   

people sits at the school of Mary, is 

led to contemplate the beauty on the 

face of Christ and to experience the 

depth of his love.” Pope Benedict 

XVI teaches us that we are to live 

the Mass. Little Rose’ life, crucified 

like Christ, consisted of that in an 

extraordinary way. Jesus expects us 

to pick up our cross daily and follow 

him. That had an exceptional mean-

ing in Little Rose’s life. 
 

      Such a heroically sainted child as 

Little Rose, seems to have been a 

gift from the Blessed Mother in  

gratitude to Delima for her intense 

devotion to the Rosary as well as to 

her husband Jean-Baptiste for his 

daily devotion to the Mass. 

Fr. Stanley Smolenski  spma, a Baptistine canonical hermit, is director of the diocesan Shrine of 

Our Lady of Joyful Hope – Our Lady of South Carolina in Kingstree SC. 
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Here are portraits of Sister Mary Immaculate, SR and her sister, Mother Mary of the Angels, SR. 
Please pray for vocations to this wonderful Religious Congregation so that its mission may contin-
ue for the good of souls and the good of the Church. (The Sisters' habit was designed in the 
1950s; they wear a hat as street dress and a veil in chapel; the two tones of blue are in honour 
of the joys and sorrows of Our Lady. The medal shows Our Lord Crowned with Thorns while the 
emblem shows a cross with a crown of thorns and a dove; the motto is, "Willingly do I offer sac-
rifice to You, O Lord." The same design appears on the tombstone of Marie-Rose Ferron, the 
Sisters' inspiration. 
     In your charity, please pray for the Eternal Reward of Sister Mary Immaculate of the Sacred 
Heart, co-foundress of the Sisters of Reparation of the Sacred Wounds of Jesus.  This community 
received its name and inspiration from the Canadian-American stigmatist, Marie Rose Ferron, 
who died in 1936.  Sister made her vows with the original members in the Chapel at Graymoor 

on February 22, 1959 and spent the next 62 years of Religious Life living out the vo-
cation of Reparational Love and active ministry in the Church.  
     Sister was a teacher and principal in the Community’s schools in the San Diego Dio-
cese for many years.  After the community transferred to the Archdiocese of Portland, 
Oregon in 1972, she served generously in many different fields of the apostolate 
including working with Vietnamese refugees, religious education, and the many heal-
ing apostolates of the Sisters’ ministry.  She was also the faithful nurse to Mother M. 
Rose Therese, the Foundress and Mother Regina Rose, co-foundress and second Supe-
rior.  
     Sister was a woman of deep prayer, profound peace, incredible energy.  She had 
extraordinary gifts of common sense, prudence and wit.  Faithful to the Sisters’ char-
ism, she had an enormouse love of people in all their needs, and offered reparation 
to the Wounds of Jesus by healing the members of His Mystical Body.  Her many 
friends regard knowing her as one of the greatest privileges of their lives.  Her funer-
al Mass was live-streamed from St. Mary's Cathedral in Portland on May 12, 2021.  
     Please pray for Sister’s everlasting happiness and for comfort and strength for her 

sister, Mother Mary of the Angels, who survives her.   For more information on the web go to:  www.reparationsisters.org 

Sister Mary Immaculate of the Sacred Heart 
October 10, 1929 - May 4, 2021 

MISERENTISSIMUS REDEMPTOR   - Reparation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

2. Among the many proofs of the boundless benignity of our Redeemer, there is one that stands out conspicuously, to wit the fact 

that when the charity of Christian people was growing cold, the Divine Charity itself was set forth to be honored by a special wor-

ship, and the riches of its bounty was made widely manifest by that form of devotion wherein wor-

ship is given to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, "In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge" (Coloss. ii, 3). For as in olden time when mankind came forth from Noah's ark, God set 

His "bow in the clouds" (Genesis ix, 13), shining as the sign of a friendly covenant; so in the most 

turbulent times of a more recent age, when the Jansenist heresy, the most crafty of them all, hostile 

to love and piety towards God, was creeping in and preaching that God was not to be loved as a 

father but rather to be feared as an implacable judge; then the most benign Jesus showed his own 

most Sacred Heart to the nations lifted up as a standard of peace and charity portending no doubt-

ful victory in the combat. And indeed Our Predecessor of happy memory, Leo XIII, admiring the 

timely opportuneness of the devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, said very aptly in his En-

cyclical Letter, "Annum Sacrum," "When in the days near her origin, the Church was oppressed 

under the yoke of the Caesars the Cross shown on high to the youthful Emperor was at once an 

omen and a cause of the victory that speedily followed. And here today another most auspicious 

and most divine sign is offered to our sight, to wit the most Sacred Heart of Jesus, with a Cross set 

above it shining with most resplendent brightness in the midst of flames. Herein must all hopes be 

set, from hence must the salvation of men be sought and expected."  

Excerpt from Encyclical 1928, Pope Pius XI 

http://www.reparationsisters.org
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Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 

Honors Marie Rose Ferron 

May 15th 2021  

Beginning at Precious Blood Cemetery in Woonsocket, Rhode Island at “Little Rose’s” grave, members of the 
Rose Ferron  Foundation of Rhode Island gathered together on a beautifully bright and clear spring morning.  
Members traveled from  Connecticut, Massachusetts and from various parts 

of Rhode Island to honor and remem-
ber Marie “Little Rose” Ferron during 
the month of May, which is the month 
she was born (on the 24th) and the 

month she died (on the 11th).    

Opening prayers to the Holy Spirit 
were followed  by the hymn “Come 
Holy Ghost.”  The Glorious Mysteries 
of the Rosary were prayed with song-
birds providing background accompa-
niment.  Followed by the Novena to 
obtain the help of Little Rose, and a 

prayer for her Beatification.   

The church bells in the area sounded 
right on cue at noontime as the Regina 
Coeli ended the prayers.  Final hymn 
was “J’irai la voir un jour.”  All were 
invited back to the Foundation Head-

quarters for a  catered luncheon.    

David Ethier, Foundation President 

and his wife Denise lead the    

prayers and hymns. 
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Little Rose & the Sentinellists 
     The retention of language, tradi-

tion, and religion, known to French 
Canadians as “survivance,” came to 
New England cities because it was 
alive in the province of Quebec, Cana-
da in the late 1800’s. There, living 
one’s faith was part of every villager’s 
daily life.  The church bell called family 
members to morning prayer, the An-
gelus, evening vespers, and  Sunday 
Mass. These same people migrated to 
America for work in the mills.  In the 
city of Woonsocket in 1890 it was de-
cided that there was need for a new 
Parish in the fast growing Social Dis-
trict. St. Ann’s Parish was founded and 
over a long period of time was built 
with the nickels and dimes from 
French-Canadian millworkers.  

   To such a degree was this surviv-
ance ingrained, that in the early 1900’s 
when Bishop Matthew Harkins decid-
ed to entrust St. Ann’s Parish to the 
Marist Fathers who had come to 
Rhode Island, a group of prominent 
men from the Parish formed a Vigi-
lance Committee to find ways to per-
suade the Bishop to reconsider his 
decision. 

    When their requests went unan-
swered due to the Bishop not receiving 
them in a timely manner, in March of 
1914, over 300 boys and men sur-
rounded the rectory to prevent the 
four Belgian Priests from taking charge 
of St. Ann’s Parish.   The Vigilance 
Committee informed the Bishop that 
most, if not all, of the people of St. 
Ann’s opposed the appointment of 
any priest other than a French-
Canadian. 

     These parishioners braved a blind-
ing snowstorm and bitter cold while 
standing watch.  This battle ended 
when Bishop Harkins appointed Fa-
ther Camille Villiard as the second pas-
tor of St. Ann’s parish.  The French 
Canadians joined in jubilant celebra-
tion and sent letters of “thanks” to the 
Bishop. 

    In June 1922, Bishop William A. 
Hickey announced a million dollar 
drive for Catholic high schools. Once 
again the protestors, who in time 
called themselves “The Sentinellists” 
raised the banner of revolt largely 
through a newspaper called La Senti-
nelle. 

   Some of the men who raised money 
for the construction of the parish 
building led the Movement against the 
Bishop.  They were opposed to being 
forced to fund these plans of the Dio-
cese because English would be the 
dominant language.  They took their 
grievances all the way to Rome and the 
very heated ordeal ended with Bishop 
Hickey excommunicating all 62 men. 

     In the year 1925, during the very 
heart of the Movement, the Ferron 
Family moved from Fall River, MA to 
Woonsocket, RI.  Fortunately for the 
French people of St Ann’s, God came 
to their help by sending them “Little 
Rose” who restored peace by her pray-
ers and sufferings 

     The excommunications that were 
proclaimed against the Sentinellists 
were as the word means, “to expel and 
throw out” and thereby, heal the body 
of the Church.  Bishop Hickey was 
human and in the midst of the storm 
he needed sympathy and help.  He 
called on Rose because he knew she 
was a victim soul.  He did not hesitate 
to ask her, as his heart was broken by 

the situation, to suffer for his Diocese.  
Rose was no sooner asked, than she 
answered:  “Your Excellency, I will do 
what you want, I am willing to suffer 
as you wish and for the return of those 
you have excommunicated.  I accept at 
once, it will be my mission to  pray for 
their return.” 

   While the lone “Victime de son 
Jesus” was suffering silently, her merits 
were slowly spreading over the Dio-
cese of Providence and penetrating 
into its troubled waters.  God does not 
advertise his graces with cymbals; He 
works gently through the humble.  
Hence, no one thought of “Little 
Rose” nor of her sacrifice. Everybody 
was looking in the direction of the 
Sentinellists and wondering what the 
outcome would be.  No doubt, there 
was some uneasiness.  How could the 
Sentinellists, being Catholics with a 
living faith and in good faith, feel oth-
erwise when faced with excommunica-
tion?  It was then that the grace of 
God quickened their souls, faith pre-
vailed over their emotions and from 
the first to the last, they renounced 
themselves, bowed down their heads 
and by their submission, magnified the 
authority of God’s Church, as they had 
never done before.  The prayers of 
“Little Rose,” the accredited victim of 
the Diocese of Providence, had been 
heard and answered. 

   Referring to this conflict, Rose told 
a close friend of hers, Father Emile 
Leonard, who was visiting her at the 
time: “the people do not know Bishop 
Hickey; I know him, he has a good 
heart;  and Mr. Daignault (the leader of 
the Sentinellist) is a good Catholic.  
Both mean well.  Out of this conflict, 
both sides will reap good fruits, and, 
with Jesus, I rejoice.” 

Information for this article was derived from 

“Towers of Faith and Family St. Ann’s church 1890-

1990” Edited by Paul A. Bourget and                   

also from the book “She Wears a Crown of Thorns”                                  

written by Rev. O.A. Boyer. 

A view of St. Ann’s church in the distance  as seen from 

one of Little Rose’s Devotee’s Woonsocket balcony. 



Page 11 

Foundation Supporters    

Volume 5, Issue 3 

Joseph Arsenault 
Edwin & Anna Aldarondo 
Marc & Pat Auger 
Ester Bigham 
Cathy Boisvert 
Pricilla Branch 
Monique J. Campano 
Christine Carr 
Judith Chase 
Renee Ciambrone 
Robert Churchhill 
Thomas Collard 
David & Denise Ethier 
Paul & Amanda Ethier 
Ann Gallant 
Jane Gauvin 
Norbert Gorny 
Maria Greco 
Mary Ann Harold 
Reba Holtzman 
Dr. Darline Kulhan 

Lorraine M. Moisan 
John O’Donnell 
Mike O’Neil 
Lise Ann Paille 
Ray Piccirilli 
Janet Plonka 
Diane Santo 
Maria Pia Sarikos 
Steve Seyster 
Janet Shinney 
Kirk Struhart 
Claire Taylor 
Donald Watson 
Rose Marie Whipple 
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In Memory of  
Rosanna Whitesell     
Many wished to remain  

Anonymous 
 

This past Lent, Catholic Footprints Pilgrimage sponsored a Lenten  

Retreat, visiting St. Therese of Lisieux Shrine in Nasonville, RI and  

our  Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island located in        

Woonsocket, RI.  Catholic Footprints Pilgrimage is located in New 

Bedford, Massachusetts and run by Edwin and Ana  Aldarondo.  

They do plan to coordinate more retreats to our  Foundation in the 

future to allow others to learn of the life of “Little Rose.”  For more 

information on them and their upcoming tours you can visit their 

website at:                

 

 

 

https://www.cfootprints.org  

 
Constance J. “Connie” Lemonde  

"Accentuate the positive . . . 
Eliminate the negative." That 
was the message and those 
were the words that Connie 
Lemonde lived by. The mes-
sage of God's love and the 
beauty that shines forth in each 
and every one of us was Con-
nie's message. Connie was a 
well-known personality on local 
radio stations, and in the 
Greater Woonsocket Community, with her weekly radio 
show "Accentuate the Positive." Connie's beaming smile and 
cheerful personality were a presence at many events and 
gatherings in the community. Connie saw each day as a gift 
from God. Not one to let such a gift go to waste, Connie 
sought to bring the message of happiness, peace and joy 
to all who were blessed to cross her path.   It should come 

as no surprise that she 

was also a devotee of 
Marie Rose Ferron and 
our Foundation. In 2018 
she donated a portrait 
that she painted of “Little 
Rose” to our Foundation.  
Constance J. Lemonde, 88, 
of Woonsocket died 
peacefully Monday March 
29, 2021. Eternal rest 
grant unto her O Lord, 
and may perpetual light 
shine upon her. May she 

rest in peace.  ~~~~~~ 

Portrait painted by Connie Lemonde and 

donated to our Foundation. 

 

~ ~ ~ A Special Visitor A Special Visitor A Special Visitor ~~~   
Beginning in 2006, every first Sunday of the 

month “Little Rose” devotees would pay a visit to 

Rose Myette’s home to pray the Rosary and for 

fellowship.  Rose Myette was a third cousin to 

Marie “Little Rose” Ferron and created the      

Domestic Chapel of Thorns in her home under   

Little Rose’s direction.  One Sunday in 2010, a 

special visitor traveled all the way from Pennsyl-

vania!  Seated at left in the picture is Paulette 

Nickel, along with Therese (Martin) Noury in the 

center next to Rose Myette in green.  We would 

like to acknowledge Paulette Nickel for her many 

years of love and devotion to “Little Rose.”  We 

wish her our best as she returns to Pennsylvania. 

https://www.cfootprints.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island  is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, all volunteer organization.  All donations are tax deductible. 

Our Newsletter is also found on our website listed above.  For $5 donation we can mail out hard copy to address you provide. 

 

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 
Museum & Domestic Chapel 
339 Arnold Street 
Woonsocket, RI   02895 
 
Email:    roseferronfri@gmail.com 
Web:    roseferronfri.org 
E-giving: roseferronfri.org/online-giving  

 

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 

If Little Rose has touched your heart, even in 
the smallest of ways, please consider sharing 

your story with us by visiting us online at:   

www.roseferronfri.org/share-your-story  

or write to at address below. 
 

O SACRED HEART OF JESUS,  

I have asked you for many 
favors, but I plead for this 

one; take it, place it in Your 
open broken Heart, and 
when the Eternal  Father 

looks upon it, covered with 
the cloak of Your most    

precious Blood, He will not   
refuse to grant it.  It is not 
my prayer, then but Yours.  
O Sacred Heart of Jesus,     

I place my trust in Thee. 

To Little Rose’s Family Members:      
We are looking for any memories,         
testimonies or pictures you have!               

We would love to hear from you!! 

Laughter, the better medicine . . .  
Patient:  “My head feels like a lump of 
lead.  My muscles cramp like steel bands.  
My neck is stiff as a pipe. 
Doctor:  “You don’t need a doctor.  You 
need a plumber! 

——————————— 
Joe: “I want to change my name Your   
Honor.” 
Judge: “What is your name?” 
Joe: “Joe Smells.” 
Judge: “I don’t blame you. What do you 
want to change it to?” 
Joe: “Charlie.” 

  My Miracles. . .  
. . .  in 2018 I had struggled 
with  alcoholism and slipped into 
a coma. I was in the coma for 19 
days.  Around the 17th day my 
son got me flowers and wrapped 
his rosary around the vase.  He 
had gone to Little Rose’s grave 
and got some dirt and sprinkled it 
into the vase with my flowers and 
put it by my  hospital bed.  Days 
later I came out of the coma and 
I believe between 
our faith and with 
assistance from  
Little Rose it 
brought me back to 
life . . .There are no 
other explanations.     
I just want to say 
Thank You for my 
miracles.  
             J.P. 


