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    Before showing anyone the Chapel 
of Thorns that she had created, peo-
ple were drawn to Rose Myette’s 
home to view her unique Christmas 
decorations which included a lifelike 
crèche scene.  The characters were 
meticulously planned. From cloth that 

was import-
ed, to the 
human hair 
that had 
been donat-
ed by her 
neighbors, to 
the angel’s 
wings that 
were made 
using real 
white dove 
f e a t h e r s , 
each of the 
pieces depict 
features that 

give meaning  to their personalities.  
The three wise men, that Rose Myette 
created are pictured here on the front 
page of this issue and also on the 
back page. 
     In the story of Christmas, the three 
kings traveled a great distance, fol-
lowing a new star that gave great 
light which led them to the place of a 
new king’s birth.  Perhaps, as St. John 
Chrysostom explains in one of his 
homilies, “it was not a star at all but a 
Divine angel of light presenting itself 
as such.”    
     This “star” is described to have 
moved unlike any other and came to 
rest above the place of our Lord’s 
birth.  God astonishes these royal, 
scientific, astronomers with an extrodi-
nary object with greater beauty and 
manner of course than any other they 
had studied.   
     Only after following the “star” 

does God draw 
them away from 
their way of 
thinking to the 
highest wisdom 
which is the wor-
ship of God.  In 
Matthew 2:2 they declare they have 
come to adore the King of the Jews.  
They were led beside a manger, no 
longer by a star but by an angel, and 
thus did they become better men, 
perhaps, with each step of the long 
journey. 
     So too, are we called on the same 
journey to follow the light which leads 
to Jesus.  For in truth He shines super-
natural light through ordinary means 
hoping to draw all humanity to know 
and love and worship Him as He    
deserves.  Truly to know Him is the 
greatest gift given and the greatest 
gift received. 

   

 

“Sonny”, Carl, Denise, Cathy and Lise Ann 

     The year 2022 has been a somber 
one for our Foundation.  In January, 
our co-Founder and first President, 
David P. Ethier, unexpectedly passed 
away, leaving a big VOID in our 
“family.”  One of David’s last tasks 
completed at the Foundation was the 
setup of Rose Myette’s Christmas 
crèche with the three kings relegated 
to a far corner of the room to wait 
their turn to be displayed on the 
Feast of the Epiphany.   

     The word “Epiphany” was taken 

from the Greeks and 
literally means “a 
showing of God’s 
light.” The liturgical 
Feast reminds us that 
the Magi’s trip, as 
recorded in history, 
has a spiritual truth. 
The light of a bright 

new star led them on an adven-
ture into a foreign land to find 
the truth about a new, great 
King. It led them to Bethlehem. 
When they entered and saw, 
they learned that the light was 
Christ Himself as they saw Him 
enthroned on his mother’s knee. 
They fell down on their knees 
and worshipped. Through them, 
God was inviting all peoples of 
the earth to know His Son.  
Every pagan gentile convert to 

Words From the Foundation Directors Christianity  could say,  “that is my 
place, I have a seat at the birth of 
Jesus!” 

     Thirty years later, in Jesus’ public 
ministry, he asked his disciples 
“Who do you say that I am?”  The 
Magi already gave the right answer 
at His birth: they adored and they 
worshiped the King of mankind. 

     The Feast of the Epiphany is the 
crown of  Christmas!  Let us keep 
alive the light of Christ through our   
actions of love the whole year 
through. 

Little Rose’s 

Castle 
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     “Crèche” is the French word 
used to describe a nativity display 
featuring the Holy Family on the 
night of Jesus’ birth.  St. Francis of 
Assisi was the first to bring to life 
what it must have looked like on 
that first Christmas Eve when he 
enlisted members of his local 
Community to gather together at 
midnight, each portraying a per-
son of that first nativity scene.  He 
even had animals play their part.   
     Over the course of time it became 
part of Christmas decorations not only 
in churches but also in individual  homes, 
often being placed beneath the Christ-
mas tree.  There were many kinds of 
depictions from the very simple to the 
elaborate.  All had the common center-
piece of Baby Jesus lying in His manger 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary on one 
side and  St. Joseph on the other,   a 
clear reminder that God had entered 
our world - the true meaning of Christ-
mas. 
     In our times, it seems apparent that 
some in society would have the meaning 
of Christmas only center on Santa 
Clause, the Polar Express and the like,  
sadly, sometimes to the point of ridicul-
ing the true meaning of Christmas. 
     Pictured above is Little Rose in her 
bedroom at 23 years of age with her 
very first Christmas  crèche displayed  
to the left of her head.  The outline of 
the stable is visible but, due to the light-
ing, you can barely  see the figures 
inside.   
     Our museum also includes a Nativity 
scene that was created  by Rose 
Myette.  It was what first drew many 
people to her home in Burrillville before 
her Domestic Chapel of Thorns had 
been revealed.  The figures are  very 
lifelike and she told stories of how her 
neighbors would donate their hair.  Her 
family had owned some white doves 
and she would tell of how she made the 
angels’ wings out of real dove feathers.  
One of their doves was preserved to 
portray the Holy Spirit.  Even the lambs 
look real.  Each piece is extremely 
heavy and  very fragile. 
          One of the last things that the 
first President of the Rose Ferron Foun-
dation of Rhode Island, David Ethier, 
did at the Foundation before he be-
came ill was to arrange this beautiful 

crèche scene created by Rose Myette.  
That was in November 2021.  Directors 
remember David saying that Christmas 
was going to be really big that year.  
He assembled it and placed a relic of 
the Holy Family at the center of the 
scene above the manger.  It remains as 

he left it that day in our Annex building. 
     David died on January 7th, 2022 
and we found out, quite providentially, 
that Egyptians celebrate their Christmas 
on this day.  Most Catholic Egyptians 
belong to the Coptic Orthodox Church.  
It is one of the most ancient Churches in 
the world, founded in the first century 
by Saint Mark, the Apostle and writer 
of the second Gospel of the New Testa-

ment.  
     After Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
the three kings, also referred to as the 
Magi, came to worship him and offer 
gifts of gold, frankincèse and myrrh.  It 
was some time after their visit that St. 

Joseph had a dream and was 
warned by an angel to take the 
Child and His mother and flee to 
Egypt.  This was to protect Jesus 
from Herod who sought to kill Him.  
Thus Egypt became their second 

home and a place of refuge. 
     David Ethier’s Mother-in-law 
predeceased him by two weeks 
passing away on December 25th.  
They both died on a Christmas 
Day, a day when humanity itself 

was elevated eternally through God’s 
earthly birth.  It is considered both a 
consolation and a blessing to enter into 

eternity on such a holy Feast Day. 
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     Frances Siedliska was born 
November 12, 1842 in 
Roszkowa Wola, Poland to 
wealthy landowners Adolf 
Siedliski, a descendant of Polish 
aristocracy and Cecilia Moraw-
ska, daughter of the Minister of 
Finance in Warsaw.  The 
Siedliskis had two children:  
Frances and her younger broth-
er Adam. 
     Frances was baptized in St. 
Andrew’s Church eight days  
after her birth . Her parents  
surrounded her with solicitous 
care because they were fearful 
for her life because of her   
delicate health.  As a child 
Frances possessed many virtues 
but she also had faults. From an 
early age she loved everything 
that was good, great and 
beautiful but also inherited a 
quick, violent temper.  When 
she and her father clashed and 
sparks flew, Frances always 
dominated and one could hear 
her father say under his breath 
“My blood.”   Her father      en-
visioned for her future an un-
paralleled marriage to some-
one wealthy.  Frances did hold 
deep within her heart a desire 
for love.  She would write “The 
object of this love is you alone, 
my God” (Personal Journal, Aug 
20, 1885)  This would be a 
sadness to her Father but at the 
end of his life, when he finally 
converted whole heartedly be-
cause of Frances, his final conso-
lation.  
     It all truly began with the 
Blessed Virgin Mary just as the 
act of mercy of God on the 
world did. An image of Our  
Lady of Częstochowa hung in 
Frances’ bedroom.  When her 
mother became very ill and was 

said to be near death, trem-
bling and in distress, Frances 
fell on her knees and with 
strong faith and hope called out 
to the Virgin Mary “Mother, 
save my mother! Be my mother!” 
She later wrote, “That moment, 
remained in my memory forev-
er.” Her mother recovered, and 
from that day Frances had a 
second, the best of mothers. 
     Frances later recalled that 
God was not Lord of her home; 
she did not know this God.  Her 
mother and father, who felt the 
same as other contemporary, 
Polish, aristocratic parents, were 

indifferent to religion.  Materi-
alism and positivism discarded 
all that was supernatural,      
including religion.  The nobility 
identifying Catholicism with 
Polish patriotism became the 
defending wall of the Church, 
yet it did not know the Church; 
did not understand it; did not 
give witness to it by their lives.  
Such also was the Siedliski’s.  
Yet God knew about Frances 
and  was watching over her. 
     One day, unexpectedly, in 
Warsaw a monk appeared and 
with kindness addressed the 
child Frances, “Do you want me 
to teach you to love Jesus?”  In 
a moment, she understood what 
was lacking in her life, what she 
longed for.  It was Jesus, of 
course!  This moment she calls 
her “conversion.”  She wrote in 
her autobiography, “I went to 
this priest a pagan, without 
God, without a heart for Him 
and I returned serious and   
pensive and a spark of love  
began to flow in my soul.  From 
that moment I began to pray, to 
reflect and have recourse to the 
Infinite Being until now unknown 
to me.  This was my God and 
Savior loving me intensely. 
     The monk to whom Frances 
was entrusted for her prepara-
tion for first Holy Communion on 
May 1, 1885, was  Father    
Leander Lendzian, Capuchin, 
who played a great part in 
Frances’ life and in the founding 
of her Congregation.  In June of 
that same year she was        
administered the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. 
     Frances and her mother con-
tinued to experience ill health.  
For Frances it was pulmonary 
infirmities which led doctors to 
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Blessed Mary of Jesus the Good Shepherd 

Frances Siedliska 1842—1902 

Foundress of the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth 

The chief purpose for which the 

Congregation exists is to             

cooperate with Christ and the 

Church to extend among         

themselves and others the       

Kingdom of God’s Love brought 

from heaven to earth, and which 

first miraculously blossomed in the  

Holy Family of Nazareth. 

Painting by Professor Aronne Del Vecchio 
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O most blessed Trinity,              

we praise and thank You  

for the example Your servant,  

Blessed Mary of Jesus                         
the Good Shepherd, 

has given us by imitating the 
life and virtues of the  

Holy Family of Nazareth.  
Grant us the grace we 

ask through her                   
intercession for Your greater 

glory, for the  sanctification of 
souls and for the extension of 

Your kingdom on earth. 

 
Amen. 

recommend she leave the    
country.  She saw the beauty in 
Switzerland, Germany, France 
and Italy and  was filled with 
awe as she adored the Lord in 
all his creation.  She also en-
dured a serious spine ailment 
and the necessary painful   
therapy.  After returning  home 
from this lengthy stay abroad, 
the desire to become a         
religious would not leave her. 
     Under the guidance of    
Father Leander she was told 
that it was God’s Will that she 
found a new religious order.  In 
1873 she presented her       
request to Pope Pius IX and the 
Holy Father endorsed her peti-
tion.  Rome had spoken.  For 
Frances it was the voice of 
Christ.  The peace of the Lord 
flooded her soul.  Rome would 
be her congregation’s birth-
place, near the Holy See, on 
Peter’s Rock.  She took the reli-
gious name of Mary of Jesus 
the Good Shepherd.  How much 
joy there was on Christmas Eve 
1877, when during midnight 
Mass three Lubowidski sisters 
were invested as novices and 
received the names of the arch-
angels, Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael. 
     In many Congregations, the 
rules were strictly formulated—
observance above all!  Mother 
Mary desired that her Sisters 
attain holiness not by many 
rules and exterior forms but by 
deep union with Jesus Christ 
and by a conversion of heart.  
In her Rule she wished to stress 
spirit over the letter of the law 
and the letter was imbued with 
supernatural.   It was of great 
importance to Mother while she 
was writing the Holy Rule, that 
emphasis should be placed on 

the principal purpose of the 
congregation which was not  
only the sanctification of its 
members but above all, the 
glory of God and service to the 
Church and its people.   
     Laying the foundation for 
the spirituality of her Congre-
gation modeled on the Holy 
Family, she was always alert 
and realistic and sought a  prin-
cipled way of life for the    Sis-
ters.  Mother understood charity 
as an act of the will resulting in 
action.  She resolved that the 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth 
will above all strive to revive 
family life and spread among 
family members the Kingdom of 
God’s love.  The words of Pope 
John Paul II emphasize and con-
f i rm Mother ’ s  dec i s ion , 
“Particularly close to my heart 
is all that  in which is expressed 
concern for the good and the 
stability of the family and for 
the moral health of the young.  
The future of the Church and 
the world rests in the family.”   
      Her sisters affirmed through 
their writing that to each one 
she was a spiritual mother in 
that she was ready at all times 
to give and serve.  The only 
thing she wanted was to gain 
souls for Jesus.  The convents 
were increasing in number and 
the sisters sought her presence, 
her care, her counsel, her help 
and her heart. She showed how 
praying and working together 
united the sisters with God and 
each other. 
    On Nov. 21, 1902 Mother 
Mary of Jesus the Good Shep-
herd uttered her last word 
which embraces everything, she 
spoke it in several languages: 
“miłość, love, amour, liebe, and 

carità.”   She was beatified by 
Pope John Paul II  on April 23, 
1989. In 2005 there were 152 
houses with 1,490 sister.     
     *During World War II, on 
Aug. 1, 1943 eleven of her  
Sisters were shot in the place of 
husbands and fathers of fami-
lies as a proclamation of the 
Gospel. “No greater love than 
this to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friend”.  (John 15:13) 

 Mary of Jesus the Good Shepherd continued.  

Pictured here is a reliquary 
containing a relic of   
Blessed Mary of Jesus the 
Good Shepherd, Frances 
Siedliska. The relic current-
ly belongs to our Board 
Member, Carl LeClaire. 
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Rose’s Extended Family 
     One Sunday evening in the 
year 1928, when Rose Ferron was 
27 and Rose Myette was 17, as 
was customary, the Myette Family 
and Ferron Family gathered 
around Little Rose in her room as 
she lay in her bed and together 
prayed the Rosary. 
     Right after the Rosary, Little 
Rose looked directly at Rose 
Myette and asked her to sit down. 
She then said,  “Rose, I have a lot 
of work for you to do.  And it’s 
going to take a long time.  And 
there can never be enough 
thorns!”  With this statement, a life-
long calling began for Rose Myette. 
     Seventy years’ work resulted in 
what is now called "The Chapel of 
Thorns."  Part of this 'Domestic 
Chapel' is now set up along with one 
of Little Rose's beds at the Founda-
tion's headquarters in Woonsocket.  
      Louise Barba offers her testimo-
ny: “When I met Rose Myette she 
lived alone in her family homestead 
of over one hundred years.   Her 
home had old-time, push-out windows 
that gave the white, three-story house 
a character of another period.  Her 
garden not only contained the usual 

summer vegetables – cucumbers, to-
matoes, beans, lettuce, but also herbs 
such as comfrey and wormwood 
which her family had successfully 
used for health ailments over the 
years.  A large, aged garage      
contained many old tools including a 
jigsaw she used to make the Stations 
of the Cross and other pieces in her 
devotional chapel dedicated to Rose 
Ferron. 
     It was 2005 and I had just moved 
to Burrillville, Rhode Island.  A mutual 
friend, Sister Grace Coffey, intro-
duced us.  I had just finished closing 
up my parents’ home in West War-
wick and left my French Canadian 
Parish of St. John the Baptist.  There 
was a large organ in Rose’s living 
room and soon we were sharing    
enthusiasm for French hymns such as 
“Nous Voulons Dieu.”  A shared love 
for gardening and her eye-twinkling, 
spontaneous humor immediately    
enkindled a spirit of friendship. 
     She enjoyed pointing out the   
special unique features her father 
had built into the walls of their family 
home where intergenerational care 
and long-term visits of Canadian 
cousins  - as well as assistance to 
neighbors in need – was a way of 
life. 
     A retired Doctor pursuing an   
ascetic life rented a small room on 
the top floor of her house.  When he 
was hospitalized for pneumonia, she 
chided that it was because he failed 
to use her home remedy of chopped 

onions wrapped in cheesecloth 
placed on his congested chest.  
She enjoyed telling the story of 
how one of her uncles successfully 
used skunk oil in the home care of 
his daughter’s deep, abdominal, 
burn wound. 
     On the main floor of the house, 
French glass doors opened to the 
chapel Rose and her sister Wilda 
constructed.  All visitors were told 
to take off their shoes before 
stepping in and onto the wall-to- 
wall, hand-hooked rugs.  Exquisite 

detail adorned the altar, walls,    
draperies and furnishings.  Most of 
the decor was detailed in the theme 
of Our Lord Jesus’ Crown of Thorns.  
Rose Ferron’s bed had a place of 
honor. 
     Rose Myette told of the many 
years of work involved and how she 
had no formal artistic training, nor 
any direction on how to use a jigsaw 
when she began.  She meandered 
into accounts of how her mother 
helped to take care of the needs of 
Rose Ferron, and do her wash; how 
her father made a bed for her, and 
how Rose Myette, a seamstress her-
self, made many of the special 
clothes for Rose Ferron and was privi-
leged to share her confidences and 
personal counsels. 
     How I was amazed over the years 
to see Rose Myette readily welcome 
strangers, as well as old friends, into 
her home to pray in the chapel and 
visit even though her hearing and 
eyesight were seriously failing.  To 
be with this humble laywoman of  
edifying simplicity and faith the 
weeks and days before her death by 
a heart attack just a month short of 
her 103rd birthday was a great gift 
to me.  She was ready for her pass-
ing and could be heard praying to 
God, ‘Come and get me,’ with her 
arms stretched up to heaven - the 
prayer of a unique soul who exempli-
fied extraordinary creativity, virtue, 
and devotion for over a century in 
the home of her birth.”    

Remembering 

Rose Myette 

Pictured above are a few of Rose Myette’s 
handmade clothes that have been donated to 

our museum by Louise Barba. 

Louise Barba with Rose Myette two days 
before Rose passed away. 

Rose Myette’s Clothes 
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     Leo Collard of Woonsocket Rhode 
Island has helped repair items from 
the Domestic Chapel of Thorns which 
Rose Myette created to honor her 
cousin’s wishes.   Over the course of 
time, some items fell in need of repair 
and Leo could always be counted on 
to restore the items  to their original 
state.  He is shown here holding a 

picture of Little Rose that is framed 
by a three-tiered wooden crown of 
thorns.  He reset the frame perfectly.  
Leo lives close by Holy Family Church 
and finished many restoration pro-
jects there when he belonged to  the 
Parish.  Holy Family Church was the 
Ferron Family’s Parish.  Sadly, its 
doors have been closed.       

     The Rose Ferron Foundation of 
Rhode Island continues First Sunday 
prayer services as was begun by the 
Ferron and Myette families so long 
ago.   We have regular devotees 

that travel from Massachusetts and 
Connecticut as well as local Rhode 
Islanders who continue to come every 
first Sunday of the month to pray with 
us by Rose Ferron’s bedside.  Pictured 
below are regular attendees, Cathe-
rine Whalen and Cindy Krull who 
both travel from Central Massachu-
setts. 
     This past October, the Foundation 
had a prayer request come in from 
one of our members, Judith Chace, 
from Connecticut.  Judith’s friend was 
undergoing a life threatening surgery 
and was in need of prayers. Judith 
had often visited Flora Lemire Ferron 
(Little Rose’s sister) and believed in 
the power of prayer in union with 
Little Rose’s intercession. The surgery 
was a success and Judith gratefully 
referred to it as “another Little Rose 
miracle”.   
     In January 2022, Judith had sent 
in a donation to our Foundation as a 
way of giving thanks to Little Rose for 
a different favor that was received.  
At that time Judith explained to us 
that at age 78 she was able to ac-
complish one goal she had always 
wanted to do in her life.  She took 
lessons and began to fly small 
planes!  She tells us she carries Little 
Rose’s mementos in her flight bag so 
she always feels safe.  She hopes to 
stay in the air into her 90’s.  She sent 
us a recent picture of herself after 
she took a lesson in a Seaplane on 
the Connecticut River in late August of 
this year.  She said it brought her full 
circle in her aviation adventure 74 
years after her first ride in any air-
plane when I she was 11 years old 
on the same river.  She tells us “Little 

Rose kept me safe.  I hope I can fly 
for a few more years.”   Quite an 
inspiration! 
     Judith isn’t the only pilot that Rose 
Ferron keeps safe.  A dedicated,  
local member of our Foundation, 
Marc Auger, is a retired airline pilot.  
Marc has recently donated much of 
his time this past summer working on 
our Castle’s gate along with his 
brother Richard and Bob Joyal.  Their 
craftsmanship will be honored at a 
ribbon cutting ceremony in the future. 
     It would appear that the “skies 
the limit” with our Little Rose!   

Little Rose Newsletter 

Catherine Whalen  and Cindy Krull 

Leo Collard 

Marc & Richard Auger and Bob Joyal 

Judith Chase 



Another Coloring Contest!  



What is a Christmas 

Tree’s favorite candy? 

 

Orna-mints. 

 

 

     Back in ancient times, people believed that 

the stars and the planets were under the  

control of the Angels of God.  They would 

have believed the origins of the Star at Bethlehem to have been caused by the 

works of one of God’s Angels. 

     We are meant to take 

the place of those Angels 

to bring news of the 

birth of Jesus to those 

who do not know Him.   

     Who will  you share 

the joy and peace of     

Jesus with today? 

How many STARS can you find in 

the pages of this issue? 

Rose’s Corner . . . 

Draw your gift to baby Jesus in the circle. 

Laughter, the better 

medicine. . . . . 

*** 

 

What do      
snowmen eat for 

breakfast? 

 

Snowflakes 

 

*** 

 

What falls but 

never gets hurt? 

 

Snow 
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The Virtue of  HOPE 
     A very pious and religious man 

named Augustus was taking a walk 

in his village.  Another man, having 

no faith, believed Augustus a fool 

because of his faith and hope in 

God.   He gathered a crowd around 

him and began to make fun of    

Augustus, portraying him as a fool 

because of his belief.    The man was 

bitter because, as he explained to 

the crowd, “How can you hope in a 

God who you can’t see?” 

     Augustus listened with a solemn 

expression, seemingly in internal 

prayer. Suddenly a tiny bird landed on 

Augustus’ shoulder and he reached over 

and captured it in the palms of his two 

hands.  It awakened the crowd with a 

collective voice of awe at the swift cap-

ture.  Augustus then looked at his     

aggressor and posed a question:  “Can 

you confirm that this bird that I just cap-

tured in my hands is alive?  Everyone 

saw that it was alive when I caught it.  

Do you say it is alive still?” 

     The man thought the question was a 

trap and said “If I say the bird is 

alive—you could crush it to death    

before opening your hands and my 

answer would be false.  If I said the 

bird was dead, you could release it 

alive to a laughing crowd.  Your   ques-

tion is unfair.” 

     Upon hearing this, Augustus paused 

and seized this opportunity as a      

moment for him to speak about his faith 

and hope in God.  Augustus answered 

“Your answer is my answer to your 

question.”  He then raised his hands and 

let the bird fly free in the air and to a 

gasping crowd Augustus said “Faith 

and HOPE are gifts from God to every 

man - it is each man’s 

choice as to whether 

he keeps it alive or     

suffocates it.”      

“I plead with you - never, ever give up hope, never doubt, never tire, and never 
become discouraged.        Be   Not   Afraid.”        ~Pope St. John Paul II 

     As recorded in history, Roger Williams was suf-
fering from religious persecution in 1636 when he 
established the State of Rhode Island.  He was an 
English Puritan who founded the first Baptist church 
in Providence in 1638.  He so named the State’s 
Capital City “Providence” in honor of “God’s     
merciful Providence” which he believed was respon-

sible for his finding.   

    Many do not know that the flag Williams chose 
for Rhode Island has reference to God.  The flag is 
white with thirteen stars in a circle, one for each of 
the first thirteen colonies, with an anchor in the mid-
dle and the word “HOPE” inscribed on a banner 
below.  Rhode Island’s State motto is also “HOPE.”  
The inspiration for both came from the Epistle of St. 
Paul to the Hebrews 6:18-19 which reads as follows 
“18 That by two immutable things, in which it is im-
possible for God to lie, we may have the strongest 
comfort, who have fled for refuge to hold fast the 
hope set before us.   19 Which we have as an an-
chor of the soul, sure and firm and which entereth in 

even within the veil.” 

          Professor Mark DeWolfe Howe wrote a 

book entitled “The Garden and the Wilderness: Re-
ligion and Government in American Constitutional 
History” (1965), a title derived from a metaphor of 
Roger Williams.  In this book Prof. Howe said, 
“when the imagination of Roger Williams built the 
wall of separation, it was not because he was fear-
ful that without such a barrier the arm of the church 
would extend its reach. It was, rather, the dread of 
worldly corruptions which might consume the church-
es if sturdy fences against the wilderness were not 

maintained.”    

     In choosing 
both the anchor 
and the  motto of 
“HOPE” inspired 
by a bible verse, 
Williams intended 
to remind us, re-
garding govern-
ment, our hope 
should always be 
anchored in God’s   

laws.   
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A World Without Sundays 

     Work days and days off, one after the 
other, continuous and unending.  Days in 
no particular order, sometimes nine work 
days before a day off, sometimes seven, 
sometimes five, never the same.  Each 
group of workers have a different sched-
ule to add to the disarray.  While one 
group has a day off, the others work.  This 
was Communist Russia according to the 
story The Land Without Sundays written 

by Maria Von Trapp. 

     No need for Sunday best dress since 
there was no Sunday Mass or religious 

Service, no Sunday family gathering and 
meal, and even more devastating, no Ad-
vent Sundays, no Palm Sunday, no Easter 
Sunday.  It was as if, by removing Sunday, 

they had removed God.  

     Currently in the United States, the secu-
lar media would have us believe that Sun-
day was created for football or some 
other sporting event.  Then there are those 
who attend late night parties on Saturday 
and then sleep their Sundays away to 
recover.  Last but not least are many 
workers who have to work their Sundays 

away - many without realizing what they 

have lost.   

     “What have they lost?” you ask.  They 
have lost the peace that follows a Sunday 
service in worship of God.  They have lost 
time to be together with their loved ones.  
They have lost what God intended when 
he created our beautiful world, enjoyment 
of just being leisure amidst the paradise of 

nature that he created for man. 

     Perhaps you remember a time in your 

past when Sundays were special.  A time 
when the churches were full and families 
prayed the rosary together on Sunday 
after Mass in their homes as Marie Rose 
Ferron’s family did with her cousin Rose 

Myette’s family. 

     If  you don’t remember a time like that, 
perhaps it is time to think about starting to 
enjoy the peace that comes with living a 

Sunday way of life.   

     The following is from the Address of 
Pope Pius XII to Members of Congress on 
December 14, 1944.  The world was then 

in the midst of World War II.  “This war 
will end; but the peace that men will clutch 
at, will crumble in their hands, unless God 
has first place in the councils of nations, 
unless His ten commandments and the 
truths given to men by Christ are at the 
foundations of the new world that all men 
of good will are hoping to see erected for 

the betterment of mankind.”  

     Let us today put God in first place in 
our homes and family’s lives and pray and 
trust in Jesus that nations will follow.  Why 

not begin this Sunday? 

And on the 
seventh day 
God ended 
His work 
which He had 

made; and He rested on the seventh 
day from all His work which He had 
done.  And He blessed the seventh 
day, and sanctified it; because in it he 
had rested from all his work which 
God created and made. Genesis 2:2-3 
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    Open the year with prayer!  The 
starting date will be the first Sunday in January which 
happens to be New Years Day!  Join the Rose Ferron 
Foundation of Rhode Island by establishing a prayer 
cell using devotionals that were prayed by Marie 

“Little Rose” Ferron.  

    Our prayer cells will be focused on praying through 
the Wounds of Jesus for the intentions of our Catholic 
Church, governmental bodies, communities, all Founda-
tion member’s intentions, for an end to  abortion and 
for the restoration of Christendom through the Immacu-

late Heart of Mary 

     Dedicating oneself to leading a prayer cell is 
something we do not want you to take lighthearted-
ly.   Directing one will require accountability on your 
part as well as on our part.  You will receive a printed 
prayer book to use with meditation pieces.   We  have 
planned ongoing communication to keep us all in 
unison.  Unity is the key—we would like all groups to 
plan to pray on the First Sunday of every month along 
with us as close to the time of 2:00pm as possible.  

There is power in unity of prayer. 

     The main requirement is that you must be a Mem-
ber of our Foundation and be current with your annual 
Membership donation of $25 per year.  The startup 
material will include: one prayer booklet that will be 
used at our prayer services, a rosary, 
a photograph of a painting of Christ 
by St. Alphonse De Liguori, a small 
replica of the San Damiano Cross 
(made in Italy), a hard copy of She 
Wears a Crown of Thorns, and tri-
folds detailing the life of Marie Rose 
Ferron to be shared with others.    
Additional prayer booklets are avail-
able for a $5 donation each and will 

each include a rosary.  

     We are in the process of having 
the prayers translated and printed in 

French and Spanish! 

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island Prayer Cells 

Unity Through the Wounds of Jesus 

 Prayer Cell Devotionals 

Please check all that apply to your request 

YES! I would like to join the Rose Ferron 

Foundation of Rhode Island in prayer by 

beginning a prayer cell! 

 
____________________________________ 
Name 

 
____________________________________ 
Address 

 
____________________________________ 
City, State, Zipcode 

 
____________________________________ 
Phone Number 

 
____________________________________ 
Email Address 

       I am already a Member.  

       I would like to become a Member-$25 donation enclosed. 

       I would like additional prayer booklets/rosaries.  I am 

enclosing $5 each for _____QTY  for a total of $__________. 

       I am making an additional donation to help defray costs 

and support the Foundation in the amount of $___________. 

Volume 7, Issue 1 
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      Rose always had a great love 
and respect for the Holy Father, the 
Bishops and Priests whom she called 
“other Christs.”   
      She very often prayed for them 
and asked others to join in prayer and 
sacrifice for them.  She never neglect-
ed to ask a visiting priest for his bless-
ing and she respected all religious 
who renounced the world to follow 
Christ. 

Little Rose’s       

Devotions to 

Jesus & His 

Clergy  Little Rose and Father Gauthier                       

He was one of her Spiritual Directors. 

~ 

We are remembering with 
much love, gratitude and 

utmost respect, all our   
Catholic Priests. 

s; 

 
; 
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Rose Myette 
David P. Ethier 

Rosanna Whitesell 
Therese G. Noury  

In Loving Memory   

I go before you always.    Dueteronomy 31:8 

     The Ethier family would like to extend its 
gratitude for all the support, prayers, and 
assistance received these past months follow-
ing David’s passing.   Your presence and 
compassion has made living with David’s 
memory easier and has helped us to continue 
his mission with the Rose Ferron Foundation 
of Rhode Island (RFFRI). 
     The Foundation is also grateful for all of 
the support that has been received in      
David’s memory over the past few months.  
Your donations helped assist us to replace 
the roof 
which was 
in need of 
repair. 

      The volunteer effort has allowed us to complete a number of projects 
around the castle, helped us host events which help share and educate about 
Little Rose, as we look forward to serving the community and preserving the 
legacy of Little Rose which  David held so dear.   
     The Ethiers and the RFFRI also extend our gratitude for donations made in 
the memory of David's mother-in-law, Therese G. Noury, who passed 12 
days before David, on December 25, 2021. 

Virginia Allard 
Marc & Pat Auger 
Valeria Baker 
Rita Clare Barros 
Carolyn Becker 
Pauline Belair 
Donna Blews 
Marguerite & Don Boucher 
Muguette Buco 
Judith Chace 
Renee Ciambrone 
Thomas Collard 
Marline Crooks 
Michael Cosetta 
Pat Donahue 
Ivone Dos Reis 
Paul & Amanda Ethier 
Fida Franjeih 
Therese Gamache 
Phil Ganle 
Charles & Jane Gauvin 
Ann Gonzalez 
Gloria Gregory 
Mary Grosinger 
Margaret Heringer 
Carol Huban 

Frank & Tammy Irwin 
Irene Maresca 
Lorraine O’Coin 
John & Rose Papariella 
Michelle Papier 
Raymond Patnaude 
Raymond Piccirilli 
Andrew & Virginia Pontzer 
Mary Ranieri 
Diane Redekas 
Johanne Rioux 
Diana Santo 
Steve Seyster 
Kirk Struhart 
Claire Taylor 
Robert Tindall 
James Touchette 
Ken & Tracy Vaudrain 
Rose Marie Whipple 
Timeless Antiques   
Many wish to remain Anonymous 
                 
 

FOUNDATION  SUPPORTERS:    

RFFRI Directors & Advisor 

From R to L:  Edward “Sonny” Goryl, Richard 
Whitesell, Carl LeClaire, Denise Ethier,         

Cathy Boisvert, Lise Ann Paille 

The Ethier Family - Steven, Denise, 

Paul and Amanda stand together 

at David’s Funeral. 

Fr. John Horgan  
entered into eternal life on     
October 19, 2022. 
     Father John was born in 
the USA on December 30, 
1958.  He was a native of 
Cambridge, MA and     
attended Harvard Universi-
ty, majoring in religious 
studies  and graduating 
magna cum laude in 1980.  
He completed seminary studies in Rome.  Pope St. John 
Paul II ordained him to the priesthood on May 25, 
1986.  Father John served the Archdiocese of Vancou-
ver in many ways.  He sat on numerous Councils and 
Committees.  
     He was chaplain to Vancouver General, St. Paul’s, 
and Mount St. Joseph Hospitals; to the Knights of   
Malta and the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre 
of Jerusalem; to the Musqueam Band; and to Vancou-
ver College.  His first pastorate was Sts. Peter and 
Paul Parish in Vancouver (1998-2013), followed by St. 
Pius X Parish in North Vancouver (2013-2021), and 
finally Immaculate Conception Parish in Vancouver 
(2021-2022).   
     Throughout his life, Father John loved reading, 
amassing a collection of over 14,000 books, and even 
writing his own on Angels, as well as numerous articles. 
     Many remember Fr. John speaking so eloquently 
about the Saints and Angels he loved.  May his soul 
rest in peace and may perpetual light shine upon him. 



The Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island  is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, all volunteer organization.  All donations are tax deductible. 

Our Newsletter is also found on our website listed above.  For $5 donation we can mail out hard copy to address you provide. 

Rose Ferron Foundation of Rhode Island 
Museum & Domestic Chapel 
339 Arnold Street 
Woonsocket, RI   02895 
 
Email:    roseferronfri@gmail.com 
Web:    roseferronfri.org 
E-giving: roseferronfri.org/online-giving  

KNoW Jesus, KNoW Peace.   

No Jesus, No Peace. 

In this, the love 
of God was made 
manifest among 
us, that God sent 

His only Son   
into the world, 

so that we might 
live through 

Him.                 
1 John 4:9 


