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WELCOME TO VISITATION CATHOLIC CHURCH  
Love and Service to Others  
779 S. York Street • Elmhurst, IL • 60126 • www.visitationparish.org  
Daily Mass: Monday-Friday, 6:15 AM, 8:15 AM 
Saturday Reconciliation: 3:00-3:45 PM 
Regular Saturday Mass Hours: 8:15 AM, 4:00 PM (Vigil)  
Regular Sunday Mass Hours: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM, 6:00 PM 
VISITATION PARISH MISSION STATEMENT  
Visitation Parish, a Roman Catholic Community in the Diocese of Joliet-in
-Illinois, seeks to draw all to Jesus Christ, revelation of the Father and 
font of the Holy Spirit, by celebrating the Sacraments, educating people 
of all ages in the Truths of the Catholic Faith, and reaching out to those 
who are physically, emotionally, or spiritually in need.  

PARISH AND PASTORAL STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: [MON-THUR] 8:30 AM-4:00 PM [FRI] 8:30 AM-12 Noon • Phone: 630-834-6700  
Fax: 630-834-6711 • Email: welcome@visitationcc.org • Parish Website: www.visitationparish.org  

Deanery Website: easterndupagedeanery.org 

VISITATION PASTORAL STAFF  
• Very Rev. William De Salvo, Pastor,  
 630-834-6700 
• Rev. Gregory Alberts, Parochial Vicar 
 630-834-6700 
• Rev. Tomy Chellakandathil, Parochial Vicar 
 630-834-6700  
 frtomy@visitationcc.org  
• Dcn. Anthony Spatafore 
 630-204-2145  
• Dcn. James Eaker, 630-530-7596  
• Dcn. Mike Iozzo  
 630-567-4700  
 mike.iozzo@outlook.com 
• Dcn. Michael O’Ryan [St. Peregrine Ministry] 
 630-530-2954  
 visdeaconmikeo@gmail.com  
 

PARISH FAITH FORMATION/RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
• Matthew Pozen, 630-279-7058, x502  
 matt.pozen@visitationcc.org  
 

MUSIC  
• Barbara Masters, Parish Music Director 
 630-834-8190  
 barbara.masters@visitationcc.org  

OFFICE STAFF  
• Dan Sledz, Finance Director 
  708-533-6471, dan.sledz@visitationcc.org  
• Marek Latocha, Business Manager 
  630-834-6700, x204, marek@visitationcc.org  
• Anne Montgomery, Communications and Protecting 
 God’s Children, 630-834-6700, x202 
• Suzanne Noonan, Parish Secretary, 630-834-6700  
• Teodora Kulikowska, Accounts Payable 
 630-834-6700, x206  
• Susan Hemmersmeier, Communications Manager  
 communications@visitationcc.org  
• Cathy DeBernardis, Environment and Hospitality  
 cathy.debernardis@visitationcc.org  
 

VISITATION CATHOLIC SCHOOL Website: 
www.visitationelmhurst.org  
Phone: 630-834-4931/Fax: 630-834-4936  
• Carrie Mijal, School Principal,  
 cmijal@visitationelmhurst.org  
• Katie McVey, School Assistant Principal 
 kmcvey@visitationelmhurst.org  

Interested in joining Visitation Parish?   
We’d love to have you!  Please call 630-834-6700 to become a member. 
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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
Dear Parish Family, 

This weekend we welcome the Little Sisters of the Poor 
from Saint Joseph Home in Palatine.  The Order was 
founded in France in 1839. The sisters do incredible work 
in caring for the elderly poor. They do it with such 
humility, love, care, and dedication. God must certainly be 
smiling on their efforts.  And, I want to thank the sisters for 
coming, and giving us , here at Visitation, the privilege of 
assisting them in their work. It is a blessing from God to be 
given the opportunity for our parish to join in their 
beautiful work with the elderly poor. The Sisters also care 
for our elderly and infirmed priests. Two priests, who 
previously served at Visitation years ago, are at the home in 
Palatine: Father Damien Graziano is a retired priest of the 
diocese who decided to live with the sisters and serve as 
their chaplain. Father Jerry Tivy, another retired priest of 
the Diocese, who suffered a stroke last year is a resident at 
Saint Joseph’s and is in the Sisters’ care. The love, care, 
and support they show their residents is unequaled. 

 We welcome the Sisters to Visitation this weekend. 
They will be speaking at all masses, and a second 
collection will be taken-up to assist them in their work. 
There are a variety of ways ALL OF US can assist these 
beautiful sisters in their work:   

 
• PRAY for the Little Sisters of the Poor.... not only for 

their work, but for vocations to the Order.  Perhaps 
God is calling one of our young ladies from Elmhurst 
to care for the elderly poor as a Little Sister? 

• CONTRIBUTE to the work of the Little Sisters. 
Monetary contributions are always needed. The sisters 
rely solely on Divine Providence. Their rule does not 
allow for investments, endowments, portfolios, etc. 
Instead, they abandon themselves completely to the 
Divine Providence of God.  What He provides through 
generous donors is what they have to care for the poor.  
Their need at the home in Palatine is great. Along with 
the care of the residents, work is always needed on 
their buildings. Give generously, and share in the 
spiritual benefits of their work. 

• VOLUNTEER. Countless opportunities for you to 
offer your expertise and professional skills are 
available.  Recently, a parishioner contributed much 
needed cabinets (from his company) to the home. 
Another sent painters to do needed repairs. Individuals 
connected with companies donate services, food 
products, cleaning supplies, food, etc., everything 
needed to run a house and care for the elderly. Never 
under-estimate what you can give! There is always 
something that needs doing for the sisters and the 
residents.  Other people contribute time to spend with 
residents, sharing their abilities, interests, etc. Families 
are also welcome to visit and help with various projects 
and events. Teach your children the beautiful “art of 
giving.” Grow in holiness, through service, together. 
Right now, they are looking for someone to help them 
obtain a reliable “supply” of ice cream for the 
residents.  Far from being a “treat,” for the elderly, it is 

used as a easy/enjoyable source of calories and fat to 
people who eat so little and with difficulty. Perhaps you 
know a supplier willing to donate to the sisters?  

• SPREAD THE WORD. Let others know about the 
work of the Little Sisters and their needs. 

• Perhaps our parish groups/organizations can be 
thinking of service projects and ways for them to 
volunteer and assist the Little Sisters in their needs. 

  
Please welcome the Little Sisters of the Poor, and know 

that the Lord will certainly bless you for your generosity 
and care for His poor. God’s Blessings! 

Father De Salvo 

VOCATIONS TO THE  
LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR 

A vocation to the Little Sisters of the Poor is a unique 
call from God to live for him alone. As Little Sisters of the 
Poor, we care for the elderly poor in the spirit of humble 
service which we have received from Saint Jeanne Jugan. 
Welcoming the elderly as they would Jesus Christ himself 
and serve them with love and respect until God calls them 
to Himself. 

If you think God might be calling you to give yourself 
totally to him in the religious life, the Sisters would love to 
accompany you along the discernment journey. For more 
information contact Sister Amy Marie, LSP at the Little 
Sisters of the Poor in Palatine: 847/358-5700 

 Steps you might take in discerning whether God is 
calling you to follow Saint Jeanne Jugan as a Little Sister 
of the Poor: 

 
1. Visit the website and read more about the Sisters’  life 

and mission of hospitality to the elderly poor. littlesist-
ersofthepoorpalatine.org 

2. Arrange to visit and tour the home. Volunteer some of 
your time with the elderly “Be kind, especially to the 
infirm. Love them well…Oh yes! Be kind,” Saint 
Jeanne Jugan often advised the novices. The Little Sis-
ters strive to follow this advice of their foundress in all 
their dealings with the elderly. 
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Visitation Parish Welcomes the 
Little Sisters of the Poor 

THIS WEEKEND we are being given the opportunity 
to help Jesus, present in his beloved poor! 

 

Mother Mercy, LSP has sent Sisters from Saint Joseph 
Home in Palatine to be with us this weekend at all of the 
masses. The Little Sisters of the Poor have served the el-
derly of the greater Chicago area and beyond for over 130 
years. They encourage independence, preserve dignity and 
respect for life, respect individuality, nurture spirit and in-
volve family and friends. 

In 1939 the future Pope John XXIII was so struck by 
what he witnessed in one of our homes that he wrote to the 
Vatican: Every day I witness with my own eyes the edifying 
spectacle of the survival of the spirit of simplicity, humility 
and inexhaustible and trusting generosity that the Little 
Sisters still offer today… It is as though certain traits of 
their blessed Mother Foundress [St. Jeanne Jugan] shine 
in each one of them. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor welcome the needy elderly 
into their homes, forming one family with them, enabling 
them to enjoy life and care for them with love and respect 
until the moment God calls them home! The care of the 
dying has always been the summit of the sisters’ apostolate 
and it is an ever more powerful witness of the culture of 
life.  

Father Damien Graziano, a retired priest of the Diocese 
of Joliet, serves as the Sisters’ Chaplain. And, Father Jerry 
Tivy (pictured above with Mother Mercy and a few of the 
Sisters), a retired and infirmed priest of the Diocese is in 
their care in Palatine. For more information about the Little 
Sisters of the Poor, check out their website: littlesister-
softhepoorpalatine.org 

Please be attentive to the Sisters’ message,  
and generous in your response. 

If you were unprepared for today’s collection 
and would like to help the Little Sisters, 

send your contribution directly to the home, 
of give online at their website: 

 

Mother Mercy, LSP 
Little Sisters of the Poor 

St. Joseph Home for the Aged 
80 West Northwest Highway 
Palatine, Illinois 60067-3582 

 

Pope Francis and Abortion 

October is Respect Life Month 
Pope Francis believes there should be no compromise on 

the longstanding pro-life teachings of the Catholic Church. 
He makes it clear that the Catholic Church takes two 

heartfelt positions when it comes to abortion: First, the 
church takes a clear cut stance in opposition to abortion 
itself as the destruction of human life. Secondly, he minces 
no words when it comes to abortion, but does offer a gentle 
sentiment to women who have opted to abort their unborn 
children. 

Abortion is the murder of an innocent person. But if 
there is sin, forgiveness must be facilitated. Secondly the 
Catholic Church also believes in restoration for women 
who have had abortions. As the Bible plainly teaches, there 
is no sin too big for God to forgive via the redemption 
found in the life-saving death and resurrection of his son 
Jesus Christ. Catholic organizations have spent decades 
reaching out to post-abortive women and offering Bible 
studies and counseling to help repair their relationship with 
God and provide them emotional and spiritual support. 

The Holy Father is strong to stress those themes of Mer-
cy, Grace and forgiveness. He knows that many women are 
emotionally and spiritually scarred before finding God’s 
forgiveness for her sin. “Think of a woman who has physi-
cal memory of her child, which oftentimes happens, and 
who cries, who cries for years without the courage to go to 
see a priest,” the pope explained. “Do you realize how 
many people can finally breathe?” he asked, reminding 
people that forgiveness is there for those who seek it. Fran-
cis said that while women who abort their children need to 
seek and accept the Lord’s forgiveness, it is imperative that 
they never commit the sin again. 
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Angels are a Truth of Faith... 
October is the month dedicated to the Holy Angels 

According to the Cath-
olic Encyclopedia, St. 
Thomas Aquinas divided 
the angels into three hier-
archies, each of which 
contains three orders. 
Their proximity to the 
Supreme Being serves as 
the basis of this division. 
In the first hierarchy he 
places the seraphim, cher-
ubim and thrones; in the 
second, the dominations, virtues and powers; in the third, 
the principalities, archangels and angels. Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, in his Summa Theologica says: Though the doc-
trine it contains regarding the choirs of angels has been 
received in the church with extraordinary unanimity, no 
proposition touching the angelic hierarchies is binding 
on our faith. 

 
Angels are the topic of many books... 

 “Angels and Demons: What Do We Really Know 
about Them?” [Peter Kreeft. Ignatius Press] 

 “Saints and Angels” [Clare Llewellyn, Ignatius Press] 
 “Angels and Wonders: True Stories of Heaven on 

Earth,” [Joan Wester Anderson, Loyola Press] 
 “Angels: Help from on High,” [compiled and edited 

by Marianne Lorraine Trouve, FSP. Pauline Books] 

 “Angels of God: The Bible, the Church and the 
Heavenly Hosts,” [Mike Aquilina, Servant Books] 

 “Angels and Their Mission: According to the 
Fathers of the Church,” [Jean Danielou, Thom-
as More Books]. 

AMERICA NEEDS FATIMA 
PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE 

Please join the 2022 Public Square Rosary Crusade. Our 
nation is in great need of public prayer, repentance and 
conversion. We ask God to save America through the Ro-
sary of His Most Holy Mother. 
 

JOIN THE 2022 PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE! 
 
WHAT:  2022 PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE 
 
WHERE: VISITATION SCHOOL 
  IN FRONT OF THE HOLY FAMILY  STATUE 
 851 SOUTH YORK ROAD 
 ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60126 
 
WHEN: SATURDAY OCTOBER 15, 2022 @ 12 NOON 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: MYRNA ZAMAR @ 630 941 9208 
or CYDNEY MUTI @ 847 770 1066 or E-MAIL 
BMZAMAR@YAHOO.COM or  CJ.MUTI@YAHOO.COM 

   
St. Nick’s Boutique is Visitation CCW’s largest fund-

raiser of the year.  This holiday event features great ven-
dors, raffles for all ages, home baked goods and new this 
year…pictures with St. Nick himself!  Spaces are limited, 
so visit our Facebook event page for the link to sign up. 

 

The Kids’ Raffle Tree is a significant portion of the 
event and beloved by the children.  The success has always 
depended on the generosity of our parishioners, students, 
and local businesses.  We would greatly appreciate dona-
tions of new toys, extra party favors or gift cards.  Donate 
an item from our Amazon Wish List (link on Facebook 
page) or use it for inspiration.  Please drop off donations to 
Amy Torres, 745 S. Bryan St.  

 

Questions?  Please email visitationccw@gmail.com.  

Find us on Facebook - search Visitation Council of Catho-

lic Women. 

Please join us in praying a rosary 
for our priests. We meet each 

Thursday in the church at 8:45 AM. 

mailto:BMZAMAR@YAHOO.COM
mailto:visitationccw@gmail.com
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Candles will burn perpetually this week before the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel of Our Lady, Mother of 
the Eucharist, for the following intentions: 
• Joe S. 
• My son’s well being and Lord’s mercy 
• Alma and Zdzislaw Bukowski 
• Olimpia Polecka 
• Jozef Dakowicz 
• Tadeusz Biedulewicz 

FLAMES OF FAITH 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10 
6:15 AM  
+Eleanor Fahey 
8:15 AM  
Intentions of Megan Ponticelli 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11 
6:15 AM  
+Butch Danhoff 
8:15 AM  
+Douglas Domayer 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12 
6:15 AM  
+Antonio DelFiacco 
8:15 AM  
+Claire Guistolise 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 
6:15 AM  
Intentions of Matthew John 
8:15 AM  
+Ewa Serbin 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 
6:15 AM  
+John Heiberger 
8:15 AM  
+Lenore Koda 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 
8:15 AM  
+George Krueger 
4:00 PM  
+Dorothy Jean Radtke 
+George Pakos 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 
7:30AM 
Intentions of Cynthia Reetz 
9:30AM  
People of Visitation 
+Harry and Lawrence Schroeder 
+Ahern and Curtin Families 
11:30AM  
+Thomas Kinsella 
6:00PM  
+Blanche Yeh 

WEDDING BANNS 

II  Bryan Falzetta and Kelly Harrington 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10 
Living in the Divine Will 8:45 AM PC 
Book Club 7:00 PM PC 
CRHP 7:00 PM PC 
RCIA Meeting 7:00 PM PC 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11 
Finance Council Meeting 7:00 PM PC 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12 
Craft Ladies 9:00 AM MP 
Children’s Choir I 3:00 PM C 
Children’s Choir II 3:45 PM C 
Flame of Love 7:00 PM Crypt 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 
Rosary for Priests 8:45 AM PC 
Endow 9:00 AM PC 
Altar Server Training 6:00 PM C 

Sunday Offering 

Weekly Offering for October 2, 2022.... $29,788.00 
Weekly Offering same week last year .... $36,578.75 
 

Target Goal each week ....   $30,940.00 
Year to date Budget ... $433,160.00 
Year to date Collection ... $383,201.68 
 

These totals include Online Giving. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

If you would like to contribute via online donations, 
whether by bank account or credit card, 

consider signing-up for ONLINE GIVING,  
via our website [visitationparish.org/give] 

or by contacting the Parish Office. 
Your continued support of Visitation Parish 

is greatly appreciated. God bless you! 

Let this be the week! 
Thank you to the 308 parishioners who have contributed to 
the 2022 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal! As of Octo-
ber 1st we are still $6000 away from reaching our target 
goal of $144,900. We should have finished off this obliga-
tion to the Diocese before the 4th of July. 
 
If you have yet to make your gift, please prayerfully reflect 
on how you can best support the CMAA. You can also re-
turn the pledge card you received in the mail from the dio-
cese, information brochures are also available at the en-
trances of the church, or you can make a gift online at jo-
lietdioceseappeal.org.  
 
Let’s all do our part and do what we can to contribute to 
our parish’s success in meeting this serious Diocesan obli-
gation. Make your gift today! Thank you for your support 
of the CMAA and for your continued generosity and sup-
port of Visitation Parish. Let’s reach the target goal as soon 
as possible, and end this year’s Appeal. 
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ARMED FORCES PRAYER LIST 
We remember and pray for the protection 
of our military as they serve in our Armed 
Forces. 

 

U.S. Air Force   
 MSGT Kevin M. James (Andrews AFB, MD) 
 SrA E4 Jacob Neimanas (Travis AFB, CA)  
U.S. Army  
 PFC Michael Perrone (Germany) 
 MAJ Patrick Leen (IL.)  
 CPT Nicholas Keller (Ft. McCoy, WI)  
 1 LT Thomas J. Diwisch (Fort Bragg, NC)   
 SPC Stephen J. Taylor (Fort Riley, KS)  
 1 LT Francesca Cervone (Fairbanks, AK)  
 CPT Nathanial A. Greenberg (Ft Leonard Wood, MO) 
 CPT Kathleen M. Donofrio (Fort Sheridan, IL) 
 E2 Logan Williams, (Ft Leonard Wood, MO) 
U.S. Army National Guard   
 MAJ Joseph Doyle (ID)  
 CPL James Kotowski (Afghanistan)  
U.S. Coast Guard  
 CPO Patrick Kirby (TX)  
U.S. Marine Corps  
 PVT Nicholas Acevedo (CA)  
 CPT Kurt P. James (Okinawa)  
 PVT Dominic Tosto (San Diego, CA) 
 L CPL Skylar Stafford (San Diego, CA) 
United States Navy  
 LCDR Robert Aranha (United States)   
Please call the rectory if your loved one has changed 
position or location.  630-834-6700 

Please keep these parishioners in your prayers,  
and all the sick and their families: 

Karen Boozell, Carlotta Lawton, 
Christopher Slowinski, John Stafford, 

Alice Walent, Deacon Robert True 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Please pray for all of those who have died, especially  
Frances Eraci 

Robert Spingola 
“Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord, and may perpetual 

light shine upon them.” 

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 

BAPTISMS 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCT 9, 2022 

Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4/2 Tm 2:8-13/
 Lk 17:11-19  
Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 
 5a and 6-7/Lk 11:29-32  
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48/Lk 
 11:37-41  
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 11:42-46  
Thursday: Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Lk 11:47
 -54  
Friday: Eph 1:11-14/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13/Lk 12:1-7  
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 12:8-12  
Next Sunday: Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/2 Tm 
 3:14—4:2/Lk 18:1-8 

NO NEED TO PANIC 
How many times have we been told that 
God loves us so much that He sent His 
only begotten Son, Jesus, to atone for our 
sins and open the gates of Heaven? Yet, 
knowing this undeniable fact, we still 
look elsewhere for that “love.” 
Bishop Robert Barron explains it by say-

ing.  “We sense within ourselves the hunger for God, but 
we attempt to satisfy it with some created good that is less 
than God.   Thomas Aquinas said that the four typical sub-
stitutes for God are wealth, pleasure, power and honor.”  In 
today’s culture the list could go on and on, but you get the 
picture.  “Sensing the void within, we attempt to fill it up 
with some combination of these four things, but only by 
emptying out our self in love can we make the space for 
God to fill us.  When we try to satisfy the hunger of God 
with something less than God, we will naturally be frus-
trated, and then in our frustration, we will convince our-
selves that we need more of that finite “good,” so we strug-
gle to achieve it, only to find ourselves again, necessarily, 
dissatisfied.  At this point, a sort of spiritual panic sets in, 
and we find ourselves turning obsessively around this crea-
turely good that can never in principle make us happy.” 

There is however, No Need to Panic!  “When we come 
before Jesus in Adoration, the whole of one’s life – mind, 
will, emotion, imagination, - becomes ordered and harmo-
nized. “ 

We have two EMPTY hours that need adorers, Tues-
day 3-4 AM and Tuesday 10-11 AM.  Could someone 
please come forward and be with Jesus once a week for 
one hour?  We need you. The following hours are in need a 
partner:  Monday 2 AM & 7 AM; Wednesday 1 PM, 
Thursday 1 PM & 2 PM, Friday 1 AM & 2 PM, Saturday 
Noon & 5 PM 

Please contact the Adoration Committee by leaving us a 
message at VisitationAdorationChapel@gmail.com and 
volunteer to be a Registered Adorer.  You can also contact 
Joan Taylor at 630-530-8963 or Owen & Gail Hilding at 
630 573 0033. 

JAYLAH BOLANOS 
daughter of Juan Bolanos and Elizabeth Chavez 

PENELOPE JUNE 
daughter of Christopher and Sarah (Ronan) Honold 

GRAHAM BRIAN 
son of Christopher and Sarah (Ronan) Honold 

OWEN BASSETT 
son of Ryan and Lauren (Ruhling) Comerford 

NATHAN JAMES 
son of Jonathan and Kendall (Rozell) Brogan 

JACK ALEXANDER 
son of Daniel and Kim (Zachmann) Hruska 

mailto:VisitationAdorationChapel@gmail.com
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VISITATION SCHOOL 
Weekly News 

UPCOMING ATHLETIC EVENTS: 

6B Girls Volleyball 10/11 5 PM @ St. Francis  
5th Blue Girls Volleyball 10/12 3:45 PM @ Visitation  
5th Gold Girls Volleyball 10/12 4:30 PM @ Visitation    
6A Girls Volleyball 10/12 5:15 PM @ Visitation    
6B Girls Volleyball 10/13 4 PM @ St. Isaac Jogues  
7A Girls Basketball 10/11 5 PM @ Visitation    
8A Girls Basketball 10/11 5:45 PM @ Visitation    
7B Girls Basketball 10/11 6:30 PM @ Visitation    
7B Girls Basketball 10/12 6:30 PM @ IC    
Cross Ctry State Meet 10/15 @ Maxwell Park, Normal   
Junior Varsity Football 10/16 11:30 AM @ Plunkett Park    
Varsity Football 10/16 1:00 PM @ Plunkett Park    

Congratulations to the Visitation  
Cross Country Team 

 

Visitation would like to congratulate everyone who partici-
pated in the SPL championship meet 
on October 1st!  In addition to the individual awards, Visita-
tion took home some team hardware, making this the best 
league finish in team history! 
 
● Overall League Champions - Boys 
● Champion Division AAA - Boys 
● 2nd place Overall - Girls 
● 2nd place Division AAA - Girls 
● 1st place - 6th grade boys 
● 1st place - 6th grade girls 
● 1st place - 7th grade girls  

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL 

Come join us for Women's Volleyball!  We play most 
Monday nights from 8:30-10:00pm in the Vis Gym 
during the school year.  All women 18 and over are 

invited.  Please note -- this is not competitive!  Just a 
bunch of ladies getting together for a little exercise 

and a lot of fun!  Please email Tracy Nelson with any 
questions: mtnelson95@yahoo.com  

SAVE THE DATE 
Advent Christmas Concert 

Saturday, November 26, 2022 at 6 PM 
Visitation Catholic Church 

John Angotti, His band, and  
Visitation’s Choirs 

 

Visitation School, Elmhurst 
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Mass Offering and Stole Fees.... 
 Is there a difference? 

Having Masses offered for the living 
and for the repose of the souls of our 
beloved dead is an important, time hon-
ored and scripturally based tradition in 
the Catholic Church. For well over a 
thousand years, Catholic people have 
always had the custom of Mass Offer-
ings, or Stipends to provide for the cel-

ebration of the Eucharist.  However, the Church has carried 
on an almost constant struggle to avoid any semblance of 
commercialism about the Mass, and misunderstandings 
about the meaning of such offerings. 

Every Mass is offered for a plethora of intentions. How-
ever, when the priests accept a Mass offering they accept, 
according to Church law, and our traditional theology, the 
responsibility to include as a primary intention, that inten-
tion [among his many] in his prayers at Mass. Obviously, 
therefore, no one buys major ownership, as it were, in a 
particular offering of the Eucharist.   

Whether or not an intention is mentioned at a particular 
mass is of no consequence, and has no baring on whether 
or not the intention is satisfied. Mentioning the intention is 
purely a personal matter for the priest/celebrant to decide, 
and the custom to be followed in a particular parish, as di-
rected by the Pastor of the parish. Pastors usually establish 
a uniform practice to be observed in the parish. At Visita-
tion parish, “ordinarily” a priest may/may not mention the 
primary intention in the Universal Prayer for the dead — 
on Sundays, the published intention is mentioned at the 
beginning of Mass. 

The names we see published in the bulletin week after 
week let everyone know what the primary intention [among 
his many] the Priest is remembering at that particular Mass. 
While “naming” the intention is not required/directed, even 
the publishing of those intentions is not strictly 
“necessary”.  What is important is that the intention is 
prayed for, not whether or not an individual hears a name 
read for “sentimental” reasons.  The listed Mass Intentions 
simply allow those wishing to look at the published inten-
tion to join themselves to that of the Priest. 

Mass intentions may be made for both the dead and the 
living, and to commemorate “special” occasions in peo-
ples’ lives, such as birthdays, anniversaries, etc.. Most es-
pecially, when attending a wake, you may want to arrange 
to have a mass offered for the deceased, and bring the Mass 
Card with you when you go to the wake, thus bringing 
comfort and consolation to the family. Contact the Rectory 
Office for details. 

Different from Mass Offerings are Stole Fees. Stole Fees 
are usually free will offerings given by the faithful to the 
parish for different Rites or ceremonies associated with the 
Church, but not the offering of Mass which is governed by 
Canon Law. Regarding Stole Fees: Customary amounts are 
usually established in a parish by the Diocese for Weddings 
and Funerals. But it is acceptable and proper to offer a 
Stole Fee for a Baptism, First Communion, Rites of Initia-
tion, Wedding Anniversary Blessings, etc... really, anytime 

you ask the Church for a particular blessing. Your gift is a 
“thank offering” to the Church and to God for bestowing a 
blessing upon you.  Because they are a gift, an act of faith, 
an offering of love, they are not specifically “required.” 
Yet, they are part of the proper Catholic etiquette we have 
maintained for centuries. The Mass Offerings and Stole 
Fees are gifts to the Church, more specifically to the Par-
ish.  These should be distinguished from a specific gift that 
you may want to give to the individual priest or deacon 
who performs the service for you and your family.  

 

WEDDING VOLUNTEER 
HELP NEEDED 

Parish Wedding Assistants are needed to assist with 
preparation for wedding ceremonies and wedding 

rehearsals. 
Parish Wedding Assistants assist the Parish with 
ceremony preparation with couples who have been 

prepared for marriage at Visitation. 
Orientation and training is provided and no experience 

is necessary. 
Please contact 

Father Alberts in the Rectory 
for information about this important work. 

(630) 834-6700 
fralberts@visitationcc.org 


