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Priests are essential to our Catholic faith. 
Only these holy men can consecrate the 
Eucharist, transforming bread and wine into 
the life-giving Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
Although the diocese has traditionally relied 
on the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal 
(CMAA) to finance seminary formation, 
increasing costs mean other ministries 
important to the mission of the diocese — 
like Catholic education, Catholic Charities, 
and faith formation — will receive less. The 
Diocese of Joliet Seminarian Education 
Endowment Trust will ensure the diocese is 
always able to assist seminarians with their 
formation, as well as give donors to the 
CMAA the opportunity to continue 
supporting the future leaders of our Church. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Candles will burn perpetually this week before the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel of Our Lady, Mother of 
the Eucharist, for the following intentions: 
• Franciszek Strk 
• Happy heavenly birthday Tim 
• Rest in heaven Arianna 
• For love to prevail in our marriage 
• For my personal intentions for my daughter 
• In thanksgiving for the month of November 
• For the intentions of Barbara Carvalho 
• Deanna Cinco 

FLAME OF FAITH 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 

6:15 AM  

+Myrtle Smith 
8:15 AM  

+Sam Ponticelli 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

6:15 AM  

+James Reardon 
8:15 AM  

+Frank Attento 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

6:15 AM  

+Patrick McCann 
8:15 AM  

+Ernestina Bautista 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

6:15 AM  

+Joseph Gorsic 
8:15 AM  

+Claire Guistolise 

+Dariusz Kulikowski 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

6:15 AM  

+Leo Carr 
8:15 AM  

Intentions of Francesco Gianni 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

8:15 AM  

+Joanne Locigno 
4:00 PM  

+Felix and Ann Janik 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

7:30AM 

+Eileen Ann Laughlin 
9:30AM  

+Harry & Lawrence Schroeder 

+Ahern & Curtin Families 
11:30AM  

+Pat DeSantis 
6:00PM  

People of Visitation 

Mass Intentions  
One must never forget the infinite graces that flow from 

the Sacrifice of the Mass which benefit one’s soul.  
To have a Mass said, please stop by the rectory  

or call 630-834-6700. 

WEDDING BANNS 

III  Bryan Mraz and Susan O’Leary 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
Living in the Divine Will 8:45 AM PC 
Book Club 7:00 PM PC 
CRHP 7:00 PM PC 
RCIA Meeting 7:00 PM PC 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
School Board Meeting 7:00 PM PC 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
Children’s Choir I 3:00 PM C 
Children’s Choir II 3:45 PM C 
Parish Council 7:00 PM PC 
Flame of Love 7:00 PM Crypt 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
Endow 9:00 AM PC 
Prayer Quilt Ministry 1:00 PM MP 
St. Peregrine Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM C 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
Advent Bible study 9:00 AM PC 

Please keep these parishioners in your prayers, and all the 
sick and their families: 

 
Karen Boozell, Carlotta Lawton, 

Christopher Slowinski, John Stafford, 
Alice Walent, Kaele Leonard,  

Laura Bresnanhan Bush, Franciszek Strk,  
Rich Montalbono 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

BAPTISMS 

GIADA ISABELLA 
daughter of Donald and Dina (Amato) Sullivan 

LEAH LYNN 
daughter of Ian Shankey and Kelly Mungovan 

LIAM DUDLEY 
son of Liam and Rachel (Fraz) McDaid 

LEO BRETT 
son of Alex and Meghan (Lohr) Jones 

KRISTOPHER JAMES 
son of Kristopher and Cynthia (Bailey) Reetz 

CATALEYA LONDON 
daughter of Arturo and Jasmina (Piedra) Lozano 
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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 This weekend, throughout the Diocese of Joliet, Bishop 
Hicks is inviting us to support vocations in a significant 
way.  To help meet the education and formation expenses 
to train our seminarians, the Diocese has established the I 
will Give You Shepherds: The Seminarian Endowment 
Campaign. With a significant endowment, the investment 
will help realize for the Diocese a significant amount of 
revenue to help meet the costs of educating our 
seminarians. Currently, that amounts to around $50,000 per 
seminarian, per year. The endowment will go a long way to 
ensure the formation of our future priests for generations to 
come.  
 The first and most important thing the Lord Jesus tells 
us to do for vocations is to pray!“The harvest is abundant 
but the laborers are few; therefore, beg the lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers for his harvest” [Matthew 9: 
37-38]. Please pray for vocations, just as we do at mass and 
in our Perpetual Adoration Chapel. Along with our prayers, 
we all have to “work” — do “something” to promote and 
support vocations. Bishop Hicks is giving us a wonderful 
opportunity to do just that: All of us are being given the 
chance to touch the future and be part of the growth of the 
Church for generations to come. What a gift! 
 This weekend, we welcome Joshua White, a 
seminarian for the Diocese of Joliet. He is here to speak 
about his vocation to the priesthood, his desire to serve 
Christ and His Church as a priest, and our responsibility 
and involvement in the formation of young men in the 
Diocese of Joliet to serve as our priests.  
 On behalf of Bishop Hicks and the Diocese of Joliet, I 
will be asking everyone to make a gift to the Endowment 
Campaign. Envelopes will be available, and we will make 
our gifts during mass next weekend.  Please be generous in 
your gifts to form our future priests.   
 The Diocese of Joliet has 23 men in seminary 
formation. Education each seminarian costs $50,000 a year. 
Currently, each priest in our Diocese serves approximately 
4,000 Catholics. The Holy Spirit has blessed the Diocese 
with a good number of seminarians. But, many more are 
needed! Therefore, pray and  beg the lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers for his harvest.”  But, let’s also do our 
part to support the vocations we do have. Let’s all make a 
generous response to provide priests for years to come. The 
Diocesan Endowment Fund for Seminarians will provide 
interest income to provide for the education of our 
seminarians both now and in the future. A generous 
response is needed from Catholics throughout the Diocese 
to make sure we can support the vocations God has given 
us. Come to church next weekend, ready to make a 
sacrificial gift to provide many, good, and holy priests for 
the Church. It’s true, not every family can “produce” a 
vocation, but... every household in our parish can do 
something to support the vocations God is sending. Let’s 
take our part in this beautiful effort to support Bishop 
Hicks in his effort to cooperate with the Lord’s gift to give 
us shepherds to serve after the heart of Christ. The Lord 
assures us: I will give you shepherds after my own heart, 
who will feed you with knowledge and understanding 
[Jeremiah 3:15]. Let’s take our part, and cooperate with 
His plan for our salvation! Make your gift today. 
  
God’s Blessings! 

Father De Salvo 

Wednesday, December 14
th
 

“Christmas Lunch with Father!” 

 

All of our “senior & seasoned” 

parishioners [55 years and older] are 

invited to join us for a special Christmas 

Lunch, being hosted by the Staff of 

Visitation Parish, with Father De Salvo, 

Father Alberts, our Deacons  

and their wives. 

 

Join us on Wednesday, December 14
th
 at Noon for lunch 

in the Parish Center. Lunch will be served, our school 

children will provide some entertainment, and  

Father De Salvo will lead us in  a Christmas Sing-a-long. 

 

There is no charge for the luncheon, but reservations are 

necessary, so that we can make arrangements. 

 

Please call the Rectory Office and make 

your reservation by Friday, December 9
th
 at noon. 

Call: 630/834-6700 or  

Email: suzanne.noonan@visitationcc.org 

Bereavement Ministers Needed 
 
This ministry assists the family in planning the Funeral 
Liturgy and at the Funeral mass. You will receive Be-
reavement Ministry training and a practice session with a 
Bereavement Minister to prepare you for the Mass of 
Christian Burial. An experienced Bereavement Minister 
will be with you the first few times.  Compassion, listen-
ing and organizational skills a plus. Please contact Angie 
Pagel for more information by calling (630) 832-6999 or 
emailing pagel.angie@gmail.com  

WEDDING VOLUNTEER 
HELP NEEDED 

Parish Wedding Assistants are needed to assist with 
preparation for wedding ceremonies and wedding 

rehearsals. 
Parish Wedding Assistants assist the Parish with 
ceremony preparation with couples who have been 

prepared for marriage at Visitation. 
Orientation and training is provided and no experience 

is necessary. 
Please contact 

Father Alberts in the Rectory 
for information about this important work. 

(630) 834-6700 
fralberts@visitationcc.org 

mailto:bablynch419@gmail.com
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Become a Light-filled Instrument of God 
 

     We have only two weeks left in the 
Church’s liturgical year.  Much like at the 
end of the historical year, it’s a good time 
to take stock of what one has done and 
what one hopes to do – spiritually. 
     Is spending time with Jesus a priority in 
your life?  Do you think that’s important?  
One way to improve your relationship with 
Our Lord is to register for a weekly hour at the Adoration 
Chapel.  There, you can glorify Him just by taking time to 
be in His presence.  It’s not teatime, but there’s plenty of 
grace and mercy to drink in.      
     St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, a great American saint, said 
the following: Go often, my dear ones, and put yourself at 
the feet of Jesus.  He is our comfort, our way, and our 
life. 
     Today happens to be her feast day.  She accomplished 
much for the church and for souls and humbly credits Our 
Lord for those successes.   The greatest task in front of 
each of us is to get to Heaven, and it cannot be done with-
out God.  So, make a holy hour part of your “plan of life” 
to get to everlasting life.  May the following words of 
Mother Cabrini ring true for you:  
     They who pray with faith have fervor and fervor is the 
fire of prayer.  This mysterious fire has the power of con-
suming all our faults and imperfections, and of giving to 
our actions, vitality, beauty, and merit. 
EMPTY ADORATION HOURS: TUESDAY 3-4 am; 
FRIDAY 11 am – 12 noon, PARTNERS NEEDED for the 
following hours: Monday: 2am & 8 am, Wednesday: 1 pm, 
Thursday: 1 pm & 2 pm, Friday: 1-2 am; 2-3 pm 
Saturday: 12 noon – 1 pm; 5-6 pm 
     Please contact the Adoration Committee at Visita-
tionAdorationChapel@gmail.com and become a Regis-
tered Adorer.  Or, contact Joan Taylor at 630-530-8963 or 
Owen & Gail Hilding at 630-573-0033. 

Sunday Offering 
 
Weekly Offering for November 6, 2022.... $30,989.34 
Weekly Offering same week last year .... $27,329.00 
 
Target Goal each week  ......... $30,940.00 
Year to date Budget  ............ $587,860.00 
Year to date Collection ....... $512,977.70 
 
All Saints ................................. $3,629.00 
All Souls .................................. $2,397.00 
 

These totals include Online Giving.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

If you would like to contribute via online donations, 
whether by bank account or credit card, 

consider signing-up for ONLINE GIVING,  
via our website [visitationparish.org/give] 

or by contacting the Parish Office. 
Your continued support of Visitation Parish 

is greatly appreciated. God bless you! 

 Thank you to everyone who has already shown their 
devotion to the works of the Lord with a gift to the 2022 
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA). Every gift, 
large or small, is appreciated! If we all contribute as gen-
erously as our circumstances allow, we can meet our 
parish's CMAA goal of $144,900.  

 As of October 16th, 311 parishioners have pledged 
$141,587. If you have yet to make your gift, please prayer-
fully reflect on how you can best support the CMAA. If we 
raise more than our goal, 70% of the amount over goal will 
be returned to us for our use in our annual operating budg-
et. This is an amazing opportunity for our parish. 

 Pledge envelopes are still available at the entrances of 
the church. You can also return the pledge card you re-
ceived in the mail from the diocese, or make a gift online at 
jolietdioceseappeal.org. Let’s all do our part and do what 
we can to contribute to our parish’s success in meeting this 
serious Diocesan obligation.  

World Mission Sunday...  

Today! 
Please respond generously to our sec-
ond collection for seminarian educa-
tion. 
 

This weekend, our parish is taking up a 
second collection for the I Will Give 
You Shepherds campaign. Your gifts 
will support the formation of seminari-

ans preparing to serve as our parish priests. 
 

The Diocese of Joliet currently has been blessed with 23 
men discerning vocations to the priesthood through semi-
nary formation. Gifts to the I Will Give You Shepherds 
campaign are being invested in a new endowed fund to 
ensure the diocese can balance the cost of seminarian 
education — $50,000 a seminarian per year — with other 
ministries essential to the Church’s mission. 
 

Please show your gratitude for those who have answered 
the Lord’s call and prayerfully reflect on how you can 
best help support their formation with a gift to the I Will 
Give You Shepherds campaign. You may place your 
completed second collection envelope in the collection 
basket or drop it off at the parish office. 
 

To learn more about this campaign or make a gift online, 
go to jolietdioceseappeal.org. 

CCW Advent Dinner 
If you are hosting an Advent Dinner table and have not yet 
returned your registration, please do so ASAP.  Bring 
checks and registration forms to Kerri Hiller at 852 S 
Colfax.  Questions?  Email visitationadventdin-
ner@gmail.com 

mailto:VisitationAdorationChapel@gmail.com
mailto:VisitationAdorationChapel@gmail.com
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Why encourage your son to be a priest?... 
[taken from: Why Should I encourage my Son to Be a Priest? 
Father Andrew Carl Wisdom, OP — Ligouri Publications]  

We need physicians of the body 
for the well-being of our physical 
lives on earth. But, we also need 
physicians of the soul for  the well-
being of our souls destined for 
eternal life in Heaven with the 
Lord. As priest and author Stephen 
Rossetti said: The priest labors in 
the field of ultimate concern. 
Therein lies the inherent nobility of 
the priest: providing a critical ser-

vice to others who would otherwise spiritually suffer and 
perish. 
 All of this is fine, you may say, but why my son? Some-
times such thoughts betray deeper fears: Being cut off from 
your son, never having grandchildren, concern for his hap-
piness, lack of social status for priests in today’s world, and 
more. 
 I’m losing my son: Parents of priests the world over 
will tell you — you don’t lose a family member when your 
son joins the priesthood, you gain many more. This ex-
panded family includes your son’s fellow seminarians, who 
naturally welcome one another’s parents. It also includes 
your home-parish community — where your son’s vocation 
germinated — and the new parish or religious community 
where your son will be assigned. This community will em-
brace you along with your son, knowing his faith originated 
with you.  Blessings abound when your son is a priest. A 
special bond exists between you that doesn’t exist with 
your other children.  The others are involved with their 
spouses and their own children, but you are always the spe-
cial person in your son’s life because you are his “earthly 
partners” on his priestly journey. 
 My son won’t have children, and I want grandchil-
dren: There are different ways to experience paternity and 
a lack of a biological connection does not impede a pater-
nal one. There is such a reality as “spiritual fatherhood.” In 
this realm, everyone becomes his children... the priest be-
comes Father to all. Someday it will be their spiritual fa-
ther who they will turn to, when they can’t turn to their 
own parents for guidance and support. 
 What about financial security? The sacrifices of a son 
who decides to become a priest touch his parents and often 
call for some sacrifice on their part. This could be letting 
go of professional aspirations for your son, hopes for 
grandchildren, and perhaps a financial safety net from the 
son who has given up all for God and the Church. That’s 
why gifts to the priest, from appreciative members of the 
faithful, are so helpful and appreciated by priests. In a real 
way, they acknowledge and affirm the sacrifice the priest 
has made. But, as Saint Paul says... If we live, we live for 
the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, wheth-
er we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s [Romans 
14:8].  And so, yes, parents of a priest [and all of the faith-
ful] are asked to share in a priest’s sacrifice and be chal-
lenged to rise to an occasion of trusting faith. Encouraging 
your son to think prudently about his choice is one thing, 
but to resist it because it is not your will, could reflect self-
ishness. This attitude goes against the trusting faith in 
God’s will we espouse. 
 What if my son in unhappy and lonely? Marriage is no 
guarantee for happiness, nor is it a cure for loneliness. 
Some parents worry their son will end up living with un-

happy, burned-out priests. They believe the nature of the 
priesthood is to be on the receiving end of daily bad news. 
But a priest’s motivation for his ministry is knowing he can 
be there for people and make a difference at the most diffi-
cult, distressing moments. He is also privileged to experi-
ence many often-underestimated, joyful moments. For the 
priest, being alone doesn’t have to be lonely if you love 
what you do and remember for whose glory you do it. 
Heaven is our ultimate goal. Anyone who truly dedicates 
himself to God’s work will be rewarded with eternal happi-
ness. So if your son shows signs that he might want to fol-
low this path, let your encouragement be a hundredfold. 
 Who would want to be a pries in today’s culture?  
Saint Paul tells us we are called to take on the mind and 
heart of Christ. Many young people looking at vocation 
today have taken him at his word. They hear Saint Paul’s 
challenge to focus not on the things below, but on the 
things above. Disillusioned with the empty promises of a 
consumer culture, they opt to go deeper, to think higher, to 
reach further. They don’t simply want something more — 
they want to be something more. Having a son who wants 
to be a priest may be uncomfortable because his journey 
suggest ideals different from societal norms. His values and 
vision of a meaningful life may conflict with his parents’ 
notions of success. But, our standard of success should be 
what Jesus taught and lived: What does GOD want of me? 
The most important thing in life is the salvation of our 
souls. Nothing should keep us from reaching that goal! 
 What about celibacy? In a culture of radical individu-
alism that promotes what I want, when I want it, the voca-
tion of celibate priesthood is easily misunderstood. Celiba-
cy is a way of loving compelled by the desire to imitate 
Christ. We are conditioned to grow-up and have a family. 
When a son doesn’t follow that path, his parents wonder if 
he can be happy living an unmarried and celibate life. But, 
we have to remember: marriage and natural sexual expres-
sion for procreation and marital unity is only a medium for 
spiritual communion with God. Intimacy with Him is the 
goal of any vowed religious commitment. Reactions to celi-
bacy are often rooted in misunderstanding and a different 
set of contemporary values, which are often at odds with 
the mind of Christ and His Church. 
 And so, why should YOU encourage your sons to be-
come priests?.... Success is ultimately following your heart 
and being happy with your life. For us as Catholic Chris-
tians, that means putting on the heart and mind of Christ, 
and being faithful to Him. Encouraging someone means 
inspiring a person with hope, courage, or confidence; build-
ing them up and giving support. This is at the heart of what 
parents do best. It is the duty of parents who recognize and 
perhaps have known the anguished spiritual cry for “a doc-
tor in the house” to see that the house of God has physi-
cians of the soul. 
 How many parents, after watching their son celebrate 
the sacred Mass, receiving Communion from his hands and 
a blessing from his lips, could walk out of the church and 
say they wish he had chosen another profession?  Could 
you? If you have never broached the topic of considering 
the priesthood with your son, ask yourself, “Why not?”... 
and then, encourage your son, grandson, cousin, nephew 
or friend to consider the possibility! 

 

Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood! 
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The Month of November 
Remembering the Dead:  
Visits to the Cemetery During November 
Pope Francis I 

 
 When we visit the cemetery to pray for our beloved 
dead, we should think about our future and about all those 
who are no more, those who have gone before us in life and 
are now in the Lord. All this awaits us. Those who have 
preceded us and are departed to the Lord are there. They 
proclaim that they have been saved not only for their works 
– they have also done good works – but that they have been 
saved by the Lord. It is He Who saves us, it is He Who at 
the end of our life leads us by the hand like a father, to the 
Heaven where our ancestors await us.  
 We can enter heaven only thanks to the blood of the 
lamb, the blood of Christ that has justified us, that has 
opened the doors to Heaven to us. And if we recall these 
brothers and sisters of ours who have preceded us in life 
and are now in Heaven, it is because they have been 
washed by the blood of Christ. This is our hope: the hope 
of the blood of Christ! A hope that does not disappoint. If 
we walk the path of life with the Lord, He never disap-
points us. 
 Saint John’s Gospel reminds us: See what great love 
the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him'. Dear 
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that when 
Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is. To see God is “to be similar to God: this is our 
hope.” And during this month of November, when we cele-
brate All Saints Day and All Souls Day, it is necessary to 
think a little about hope: this hope that accompanies us in 
life. The first Christians depicted hope as an anchor, as if 
life was the anchor thrown to the shores of Heaven and all 
of us set forth towards that shore, grasping the rope of the 
anchor. It is a beautiful image of hope: to anchor our hearts 
where our dearly departed await us, where the saints, Jesus 
and God are. It is the hope that does not disappoint us. 
These November feasts are days of hope. 
 Hope is like leaven, that enlarges the soul; there are 
difficult moments in life, but with hope the soul forges 
ahead and looks to what awaits us. Hope also purifies us, 
and lightens us: this purification in hope in Jesus Christ 
allows us to go on swiftly. Each day, as the sun sets, each 
one of us can think of the sunset of our own lives. And if 
we look forward with joy to being welcomed by the Lord, 
this is a Christian thought, that brings peace to us. Let us 
think of the sunsets of the many brothers and sisters who 
have preceded us, and let us think of our own sunset, when 
it arrives. And let us think of our hearts, and ask ourselves, 
Where is my heart anchored? If it is not anchored well, let 
us anchor it there, on that shore, in the knowledge that hope 
never disappoints, because the Lord Jesus never disap-
points.  

Advent Scripture Study: 
“Preparing for Christ” 

 

Exploring the Mass readings for  
the four Sundays of Advent (Year A) 

 
Visitation Parish - Facilitator: Vito Ferri 

 

Saturdays 9:00 – 11:00 am 
Nov. 19th – Dec. 17th 

 
Fee: $20 

 

To register or for more info contact Vito at 
vrferri@yahoo.com or 773-550-9066 

FRIDAY KNIGHTS @ THE HALL  
FEATURING BRIAN PATTI ORCHESTRA  

with Jack & Kristina Miuccio 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2ND. 

 
Elmhurst K of C, 537 York R. 

Doors open at 5:30 ·  
Cocktails, Buffet Dinner, Dancing 

Reservations must be paid for by Nov. 21st. 
Contact Tony at 630-240-6374 or use the QR code to 

purchase tickets. 
 

$35 PER PERSON 

mailto:vrferri@yahoo.com
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When death comes to a family... 
 November is the month of the Holy Souls, a time to 
“remember death,” not only for those who have gone be-
fore us, but also for ourselves. 
Whether death comes quickly and 
unexpectedly, or whether it 
comes at the end of a long illness 
and/or a long life [perhaps even 
as a welcome friend], it always 
seems to come, as Scripture says, 
“like a thief in the night.”  In 
some respect, we are never fully 
prepared for the death of a loved 
one.  The grief and shock of the 
reality of a death in the family is 
something deeply personal, high-
ly emotionally charged, and var-
ies from family to family, and individual to individual. 
That’s why it’s best to be prepared and give the whole 
thing some thought, while you’re thinking clearly, so that 
the pressures of decisions and missed opportunities don’t 
intensify what is already an extremely difficult moment in 
life to bear. 
 In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims 
that God has created each person for eternal life. Through 
the funeral rites, the Church commends the dead to God’s 
merciful love and pleads for the forgiveness of their sins. 
The “centerpiece” of a Catholic Funeral is the Mass of 
Christian Burial at the church. While all of the customs, 
“rites” and days following the death of a loved one consti-
tute the “funeral,” they seek to not only commend the dead 
to the Lord, but also bring comfort to the grieving. It’s 
been said, “funerals are for the living.” That may be true 
for some of our burial customs. However, the Mass of 
Christian Burial is for the deceased!  The Sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ on the Cross, offered for our salvation, is offered in 
the hope of the resurrection, to beg God’s mercy, and ask 
his forgiveness. The Mass, the official act of worship of 
the Catholic Church, is offered for the repose of the soul of 
those we bring to the Church for Christian Burial.  While 
various personal “touches,” likes, dislikes, requests, etc. 
may be a fitting memorial, and have a place within the 
context of burying the dead, it should be remembered that 
not every custom is appropriate at every moment of the 
total experience of death.  Being carefully regulated, safe-
guarded and treasured by the Church, not everything is 
appropriate to the Funeral Mass.  For example, a farewell 
toast may be most fitting and beautiful at the memorial 
luncheon, or at a family gathering, it’s not appropriate dur-
ing Mass. Not everything fits everywhere. 
 A few things should be kept in mind to make sure that 
proper, dignified Christian Burial is given your loved one: 
The Rite of Christian Burial for Catholics provides the 
proper structure, or sequence of events to help return a 
loved one to the Lord.  When death is immanent, the Sac-
rament of Penance, Anointing of the Sick, and Viaticum 
[last reception of the Eucharist] should be sought for the 
person who is gravely ill. Although, anyone seriously ill 
may receive the Sacrament of the Sick [anointing], even if 
death is not immediate. The Sacrament is a Sacrament of 
Healing for the living.  Upon the death of a loved one, the 
priests can be called to offer prayers for the dead, before 
the body is removed to the funeral home.  
 Properly speaking, Christian burial involves three sep-
arate parts, forming the single Catholic Funeral: The Vigil 

Service, held at the funeral home during the wake. Properly 
speaking, Catholics should be brought to church for the 
celebration of the Mass of Christian Burial ~ so that the 
sacrifice of the Mass can be offered for the soul of the 
faithful departed.  This is the “greatest” prayer and tribute 
we can offer for our beloved dead.  Only in extreme cir-
cumstances should a service be offered at the funeral home, 
instead of Mass.  As Scripture says... it is a good and holy 
thought to offer prayer and sacrifice for the dead. The sac-
rifice of the Mass brings them the forgiveness of sins, be-
cause it is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Even for those who 
were not “faithful” in their practice of the faith, the offer-
ing of the sacrifice of the Mass is especially beneficial for 
their salvation, and comforting to the family. 
 After the Mass of Christian Burial, the actual burial 
takes place, and there are more prayers to be offered at the 
cemetery, the Rite of Committal.  Even when burial takes 
place at a different time, or cremation follows the funeral, 
the priest should be contacted to come and offer the prayers 
of committal.  This is especially important when a family 
chooses a non-Catholic cemetery, in which case the grave 
should be blessed.   
 Catholics should be buried in consecrated ground.  To 
that end, the Church establishes Catholic Cemeteries that 
are duly consecrated for burial. Some people may prefer to 
be cremated. When this option is taken, it should take place 
after the wake and Mass of Christian Burial at the Church.  
Later, the priest should be contacted to bury the 
“cremains.”  It is not allowed to scatter or keep the them.  
The Church is clear in its insistence that they be buried af-
ter cremation, to insure proper care for the remains of the 
faithful departed. Cremation is only denied when it is done 
as a rejection of the belief in the resurrection of the dead. 
 Visitation Parish has a Bereavement Ministry to assist 
our families in preparing the funeral rites for their beloved 
dead.  Upon the death of a parishioner, once the funeral 
home is contacted, the parish bereavement minister con-
tacts the family to offer assistance. The Bereavement Min-
ister will ensure that the requests of the family are consid-
ered, the appropriateness weighed, and that the aims, integ-
rity, and intention of the Church and Her liturgy and litur-
gical law is maintained. 
 When faced with the reality of death, Catholics often 
seek lasting and meaningful ways to memorialize and re-
member themselves, and their beloved dead. Please keep 
Visitation Parish in mind when making out your will and in 
doing your estate planning.  Remembering the Church is a 
beautiful and fitting way to make a lasting memorial state-
ment of faith for future generations.  It is a statement of 
gratitude to Christ and His Church for the gift of Faith and 
for the nurturing of that Faith you have received in this life, 
which hopefully sustained you and helped you along to 
eternal life.  Contact the Rectory, or the Joliet Diocesan 
Development Office for a variety of creative ways in which 
you can remember the Parish in your will and estate plans. 
 In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims 
that God has created each person for eternal life and that 
Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, has 
broken the chains of sin and death that bound humanity.  
When death comes to your family, some forethought will 
help to deal with the pain of separation and stand firm in 
your hope of the resurrection. Please be mindful of the fact 
that the Church has a definite way in which we bury our 
dead. Hopefully, when you need us you’ll have a better 
understanding of the beautiful, time-honored way in which 
we, as Catholics, commend our beloved dead to the Lord. 
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Why is Hell Forever? 
Monsignor Charles Pope / Our Sunday 
Visitor 
 Many who might otherwise accept 
God's punishment of sinners are still dis-
mayed that hell is eternal. After all, judge-
ment belongs to God, not us. Why should 
one be punished eternally for sins commit-
ted over a brief time span, perhaps in just a 
moment? Does the punishment does not 

seem to fit the crime? This view presumes that the eternal 
nature of hell is due to the punishment, but it is not. Rather, 
hell is eternal because repentance is no longer available 
after death. Our decision for or against God and the values 
of his kingdom becomes forever fixed. Because at this 
point the will is fixed and obstinate, the repentance that 
unlocks  mercy will never be forthcoming.  
 Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches: After their fall the an-
gels could not be restored [cf. Summa 1:64:2]. Therefore,  
neither can man after death: and thus the punishment of the 
damned will have no end .... [So] just as the demons  
are obstinate in wickedness and therefore have to be pun-
ished for ever, so too are the souls of men who die without 
charity" (Summa Theologica, Supplement, Question 99, Article 3).  
 Some argue that the souls in hell do  regret their sin and 
that, in the parables, Jesus often depicts them as seeking 
entrance to heaven after the doors are closed. Still, it re-
mains a teaching that, after death, repentance in the formal 
sense is not possible. Here, too, St. Thomas distinguishes 
formal repentance from incidental repentance and explains: 
"A person may repent of sin in two ways: in one way direct-
ly, in another way indirectly. He repents of a sin directly 
who hates sin as such: and he  repents indirectly who hates 
it on account of something connected with it, for instance 
punishment or something  of that kind. Accordingly, the 
wicked will not repent of their sins directly, because con-
sent in the malice of sin will remain in them; but they will 
repent indirectly, inasmuch as they will suffer from the 
punishment inflicted on them for sin" (Summa Theologica, Sup-

plement, Question 98, Article 2).  
 This explains the "wailing and grinding of teeth" in so 
far as it points to the lament of the damned. They do  not 
lament their choice to sin without repenting, but for the 
consequences. In the parable of Lazarus, the rich man in 
hell laments his suffering but expresses no regret over the 
way he treated Lazarus. Indeed, he still sees Lazarus as a 
kind of errand-boy, who should fetch him water and warn 
his brothers. In a certain sense, the rich man cannot  repent; 
his character is now quickened and his choices forever 
fixed.  

Saint Peregrine Devotions 

Third Thursday of the Month at 7pm 
Monthly Devotions in Honor of Saint 
Peregrine Patron of those who suffer 
from Cancer  or any incurable disease 
or condition 
 
 Thursday is the THIRD THURS-
DAY of the month, and we will hold 
our monthly devotions in honor of Saint 
Peregrine, the patron saint of those who 
suffer from cancer or any incurable dis-
ease or chronic condition, at 7pm in the 
church.  
 Cancer and chronic sickness and 
pains touches every family. Many are 
suffering, and we all need prayers and 
encouragement from one another.  When we are linked by 
the power of prayer, we, as it were hold each other’s hand 
as we walk side by side along a slippery path; and thus by 
the bounteous disposition of charity, it comes about that the 
harder each one leans on the other, the more firmly we are 
riveted together in true Christian love... [Saint Gregory the 
Great]  
 The early facts about Saint Peregrine are few and un-
certain.  He was born in Italy around 1265.  He and his 
family were part of the anti-Papal forces seeking to usurp 
the temporal power of the Pope in the Papal States.  When 
Saint Phillip Benizi was sent by the Pope to preach reform, 
Peregrine, then a young man was part of the protest against 
him, and even struck the Saint. 
 The moment of striking Saint Phillip seemed to drasti-
cally change Peregrine.  This enemy of the Church had a 
dramatic change of heart.  He began to channel his energies 
into good works and eventually he joined the Servants of 
Mary, and pronounced his vows as a Servite at the age of 
30.  He never was ordained a priest, never thinking himself 
worthy of such a great honor.  But, he nonetheless dedicat-
ed his life to the sick, the poor, and the fringe people of so-
ciety.  He also imposed a special penance on himself- to 
stand whenever it was not necessary to sit.  This led to vari-
cose veins.  The varicose veins deteriorated into an open, 
running sore on his leg.  The sore was later diagnosed as 
cancer.  The wound became so obvious, odorous and pain-
ful that the local surgeon scheduled surgery to amputate the 
leg. 
 Suddenly, Peregrine was confronted with the ugliness 
and suffering of his own life.  The night before the opera-
tion he prayed before the crucifix in the Priory Chapter 
Room.  His prayer led him to a deep trance-like sleep, dur-
ing which he envisioned the crucified Christ leaving the 
cross and touching his cancerous leg.  When Peregrine 
awoke, he discovered the wound healed and the leg saved. 
 He lived for twenty more years, and died on May 1st, 
1345 at the age of 80.  Canonized a Saint on December 
27th, 1726, and his Feast is celebrated annually on May 4th. 
The power of his intercession is known to be great. 
 Join us Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. for the devo-
tions in honor of Saint Peregrine.  The blessing with the 
relic of Saint Peregrine will be given, and Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament will also be a part of the evening 
service.  If you, or someone you know, suffers from cancer, 
or any other incurable disease or chronic condition, join us 
for prayer and ask for healing, an increase in faith, ac-
ceptance of God’s will, and strength to bear whatever God 
asks of you. 

Annual Campaign For Human Development 
In the United States, more than 46 million people are living 

in poverty. It is our duty as Christians to empower those 
experiencing poverty in our very own Diocese of Joliet. 

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD) is our anti-poverty program to help them find 

hope and a way to a more secure life. Support offered to 
this collection reaches those living on the margins and 

gives them a “hand up”, not a “hand out”. Your support of 
this collection makes a difference for people living in pov-
erty throughout our diocese and across the United States. 

The Annual Campaign for Human Development 
will be taken-up at all masses NEXT weekend.  

Please be generous. 
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Visitation School News 
Vis Kids Compete at Montini Math Contest! 

 
On Saturday, November 5th, eleven 6th, 7th, 
and 8th graders competed at the Montini 
High School Math Competition. Over 250 
students competed in 3 divisions. Visitation 
was in the medium-sized schools division. In 
the Individual competition, Luke V won 4th 
place in the 7th grade, and Max K and Pat-
rick O tied for 6th place in the 8th grade. In 
the Team competition, our 7th grade Team 
came in 2nd place! We are very proud of all 
our mathletes who participated in this aca-
demic competition. The final math contest of 
this season is next Monday at Fenwick High 
School. 

ATTENTION VIS SENIORS: WOULD YOU LIKE 
HELP RAKING YOUR LEAVES? 

Our Junior High students would love to help!  If you or 
someone you know in Elmhurst would like some hard
-working students to rake the leaves from your yard, 

please contact Jessica Felice 
at jwardfelice@yahoo.com or (630)649-4952.  We 

plan to get crews together to rake on Saturday, No-
vember 26 and Sunday, November 27 before 

Elmhurst’s “Free Leaf Pick-Up.”  We will provide 
rakes and bags. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  
FAMILY DAY  

SUNDAY, NOV. 20,  
FROM 10-2 IN PODESTA HALL 

PARISHIONERS WELCOME  

The Book of the Dead 
It is a good and holy thought to pray for the dead... 
 On the stand next to the Paschal Candle, in the sanctu-
ary in the front of the church, is the Book of the Dead. You 
will see listed the names of those who have died and were 
buried from our Church since last All Souls Day. Through-
out the month of November you are invited to write the 
names of all those people in your own life who have gone 
home to God.  The Book of the Dead will remain through-
out the month of November — the Month of the Holy 
Souls — for you to list the names of the faithful departed.   
 All Souls Day envelopes were included in your pack-
ets, Also, located near the Book of the Dead and Paschal 
Candle in the church are envelopes for you to write the 
names of all those who you wish to have remembered in 
our Parish Purgatorial Society.  Each month, those en-
rolled will be remembered in a special mass offered for our 
Purgatorial Society. Simply fill them out, place an offer-
ing inside, and return the envelope through the Sunday 
Offering, through the Offering Boxes located in the 
church and Adoration Chapel, or directly to the Recto-
ry Office.  
 
Especially during November, but throughout the year, re-

member the words of Scripture...  
It is a good, holy, and pious 

thought 
to pray for the dead. 

To offer prayer and sacri-
fice on their behalf. 
[Maccabees 12: 43-46] 

Visitation Christmas Sharing Tree 2022 
This year, the Visitation Sharing Tree will be gifting fam-
ilies from St. Alexis Parish and Catholic Charities, St. 
Joseph’s Home and seniors who are without families 
from Concord Place and Little Sisters of the Poor St. Jo-
seph’s Home. After Masses on November 19 and Novem-
ber 20, please select an ornament from the Sharing Trees 
located at the Church entrances which will have the name 
of your gift recipient and a gift idea. PLEASE WRAP 
YOUR GIFT and return it with the ornament taped to the 
front on December 10 and December 11.  
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