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Parish Mission Statement: Love and Service to Others 

Visitation Parish, a Roman Catholic Community in the Diocese of Joliet-

in-Illinois, seeks to draw all to Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Fa-

ther; by celebrating the Sacraments, educating people of all ages in the 

Truths of the Catholic Faith, and reaching out to those who are physical-

ly, emotionally, or spiritually in need. 

 

Sunday Masses 

 Saturday evening: 4pm 

 Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30am and 6:00pm 

Daily Masses 

 Monday-Friday: 6:15 & 8:15am 

 Saturday: 8:15am 

Sacrament of Penance [Confessions] 

 Saturday: 3:00-3:45pm 

 Sunday: 5:00-5:45pm 

 First Saturday of each month: 7:30am 

Our Lady ~ Mother of the Eucharist 

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

Located at 799 S. York Street, south of the church & Rectory. 

The chapel is available 24 hours a day for silent prayer in the 

presence of the Eucharist, exposed for adoration. 

Saint Peregrine Devotions 

The Third Thursday of each month at 7pm in church. Saint Peregrine 

is the patron saint of those who suffer with cancer, incurable disease 

or chronic conditions. Devotional prayers, blessing with the relic of 

St. Peregrine and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Baptisms 

First Sunday of the month. Call the Rectory Office to register for a 

time, and for the required Baptismal Preparation meeting. 

Weddings 

Arrangements must be made with the Rectory Office before making 

any other arrangements. There is a six month waiting-period in the 

Diocese of Joliet. 

Funerals 

It is the responsibility of the parish to bury their dead. The funeral 

director will contact the Rectory Office regarding arrangements. 

Funerals are ordinarily celebrated at 10am. 

Visits to the Sick 

Due to hospital admitting policies, it is necessary to inform the Rec-

tory Office when hospitalized parishioners would like a visit from a 

priest or deacon or if you would like a visit while convalescing at a 

facility or at home. Before being admitted to a hospital for surgery it 

is advisable to call the office and arrange a time to receive the Sacra-

ments of the Anointing of the Sick.  Please contact the Rectory Of-

fice regarding communion visits to the homebound. 

New Parishioners 

New parishioners are welcome! Please call the Rectory Office to reg-

ister in the parish. 

Pastor: Father William De Salvo 

Parochial Vicar: Father Gregory Alberts 

Assisting Priests:  

 Father Larry Dreffein, OFM & Father Bob Coleman 

Deacons 

 Deacon Tony Spatafore, Deacon Jim Eaker 

 Deacon Mike Iozzo, Deacon Mike O’Ryan 

 

Rectory Office 

 website: visitationparish.org ◆ Phone: 630/834-6700 

 Business Manager: Mr. Marek Latocha [marek@visitationcc.org] 

 Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Suzanne Noonan  

 Communications & Protecting God’s Children Program: 

  Mrs. Anne Montgomery [anne@visitationcc.org] 

 Communications Manager: 

  Mrs. Susan Hemmersmeier [communications@visitationcc.org] 

*For information and contact information regarding parish organiza-

tions, groups and committees go to our parish website. 

Parish Faith Formation/Director of Religious Education 

 Mr. Matthew Pozen 

 630/279-7058, x502 ◆ [matt.pozen@visitationcc.org] 

Visitation Catholic School  

 website: visitationelmhurst.org ◆ Phone: 630/834-4931 

 Principal: Mrs. Carrie Mijal ◆ [cmijal@visitationelmhurst.org] 

 Vice-Principal: Mrs. Katie McVey◆[kmcvey@visitationelmhurst.org] 

Parish Director of Liturgical Music 

 Mrs. Barbara Masters  

 630/834-8190 ◆ [barbara.masters@visitationcc.org] 

Visitation Roman Catholic Church 

❖ ❖ ❖
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Candles will burn perpetually this week before the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Adoration Chapel of Our Lady, Mother of 
the Eucharist, for the following intentions: 
 
• Jeffrey Iovinelli 
• Intentions of Barbara Carvalho 
• Intentions of Franciszek Stec 
• Intentions of Tebitha K. 

FLAME OF FAITH 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 
6:15 AM  
+Kay Belpedio 
8:15 AM  
+Pedro Bautista 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
6:15 AM  
+Paul David 
8:15 AM  
+Claire Guistolise 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
6:15 AM  
+Diane O’Neil 
8:15 AM  
+Sam Ponticelli 
7:00 PM 
Vigil of the Immaculate Conception 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 
6:15 AM  
+Ivan Jentel 
8:15 AM  
+Florence and Ralph Abbott 
+Leo Carr 
Noon 
+Peter DeSalvo  
7:00 PM  
+Rose Miuccio 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 
6:15 AM  
+Jan Anderson 
8:15 AM  
+Julie Cotterill 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 
8:15 AM  
+Gerald Gentile 
4:00 PM  
+Leo Carr Jr. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 
7:30AM 
Intentions of Frank Guistolise 
9:30AM  
+John Drahos 
11:30AM  
+Ed Ahern 
6:00PM  
People of Visitation 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 
Living in the Divine Will 8:45 AM PC 
CRHP 6:00 PM PC 
RCIA Meeting 7:00 PM PC 
Baptism Prep 7:00 PM PC 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
Rosary Maker 10:00 AM PC 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
Children’s Choir I 3:00 PM C 
Children’s Choir II 3:45 PM C 
SPRED 6:30 PM MP 
Lector Training 7:00 PM C 
Flame of Love 7:00 PM Crypt 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 
ENDOW 9:00 AM PC 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 
Advent Bible Study 9:00 AM MP 
First Reconciliation 10:00 AM C 

Please keep these parishioners in your prayers, and all the 
sick and their families: 

 
Karen Boozell, Carlotta Lawton, 

Franciszek Strk, Rich Montalbono, 
Renee Moran-Vogel, Noreene Damolaris 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

BAPTISMS 

NOAH DAVID 
son of Ian Schucart and Amanda Yamate 

LEO THOMAS 
son of Zack and Caitlin (O'Brien) Adkins 

ETHAN CARTER 
son of Timothy and Victoria (Steinys) Leske 

OLIVIA RAE 
daughter of Brandon Winchel and Paula Rusch-Winchel 

JUSTIN ROBERT 
son of Jason and Kathryn (Connors) Pisarczyk  

Sunday Offering 
 
 11/20/22  11/27/22 
Weekly Offering ....  $30,154.34 $27,177.00 
Offering same week last year ...$26,985.00 $26,322.00 
 
Target Goal each week  $30,940.00 $30,940.00 
Year to date Budget  $649,740.00 $680,680.00 
Year to date Collection  $570,688.04 $597,865.04 
 
Human Development  $4,402.00 
 

These totals include Online Giving.  
Thank you for your generosity. 
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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 
Dear Parish Family,  
 Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent. We 
continue on in our season of waiting and expectation for 
the coming of Christ at Christmas.  It should be a time of 
spiritual renewal and awakening... a time to prepare our 
hearts, as well as our homes for the coming feast of 
Christmas. 
 These days leading up to Christmas are a beautiful time 
of year, hopefully filled with joy for you and those you 
love. As Catholics, we should use the festive decorations, 
music, holiday-rush, parties and programs to remind each 
other to find joy in the good news of the faith we share.  
Gatherings of family and friends provide opportunities, if 
we are willing, to demonstrate, gently, that joy and its 
reason to someone who just might be ready to turn to a 
faith temporarily abandoned or not yet found. 
Opportunities like that are all around us. Let’s remember 
and live Saint Peter’s words of encouragement in his First 
Letter... always to be ready to share the faith that makes us 
so joyful.  
 It’s a beautiful thing to have a Merry Christmas! And, 
as Catholic Christians, let’s use our traditional Christmas 
Greeting... Merry Christmas!... instead of the sanitized, 
secular greetings we hear all around us. After all, it’s His 
birthday we celebrate, let’s keep the Lord Jesus at the 
center of the season. Let’s all practice virtue together, and 
enjoy every aspect of this blessed season, with all its rush 
and beauty... and let’s remember, if we’re doing it right, it 
all leads us to the manger! 
 I hope all of our parishioners, 55+, will join us on 
Wednesday, December 14th for our Christmas Lunch with 
Father.  Our parish staff hosts the event, and they are 
assisted by our school children.  The little ones will provide 
some entertainment, and even I’ll be playing the piano and 
leading our Christmas sing-a-long! There is no charge for 
the event, but reservations are necessary. Call the Rectory 
Office to make your reservation by Friday, December 9th. 
Bring your friends along for a pleasant afternoon, 
celebrating the beauty of the Advent and Christmas Season. 
Please join us for this beautiful start to our celebration of 
Christmas, as we continue on in our observance of the 
Advent season. 
 I’m sure, as you come to church this weekend, you’ve 
noticed a change in our sanctuary.  The statues of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and of Saint Joseph have been placed 
in their traditional positions on either side of the sanctuary. 
The statues have been installed into beautiful shrines, made 
just for them.  The shrines are available as memorials, and 
will carry a “dedication plaque” naming the donor.  If you 
would like to memorialize one of the shrines, please 
contact me through the Rectory Office to make 
arrangements.  The shrines to the Blessed Mother and/or 
Saint Joseph will make a lasting and fitting memorial of 
your family to Visitation Parish.  Consider making this 
important and substantial gift to the parish. What a 
beautiful way for your family to celebrate Christmas, make 
a committed and public witness to faith and devotion, and 
provide for the needs of the Church. 
 The Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph are so 
important in the life of Jesus, in the life of the Church, and 
in our lives as Catholics that they have always been given 
prominence in our churches. Each, because of their roles, 
should be given their proper due. And so, they have been 
restored to their traditional place of prominence in the 

sanctuary, among the other images of the saints throughout 
our church.  
 Over the heads of the statues, you’ll notice two 
traditional Latin phrases associated with Mary and Joseph: 
Over Joseph’s head is inscribed the words, “Ite Ad Joseph” 
— “go to Joseph.” He is the foster father of Jesus, the 
husband of Mary and the guardian and protector of the 
Universal Church: the one who “provides.” We are 
encouraged to go to Joseph with our needs, and desires, our 
hopes and our dreams... asking his intercession, knowing 
that God will provide all we need to find our way home to 
heaven.  Over the head of the Blessed Virgin Mary is 
inscribed the words, “Ave Maria”— “Hail, Mary!”  This is 
the greeting spoken by the Angel at the Annunciation when 
Mary learned that She was chosen by God to be the Mother 
of the Savior. As the Mother of God, the Mother of the 
Church, and our Mother, Mary is seen as the first and the 
greatest of all the disciples [worthy of Her own place of 
honor and prominence in our Church].  Before we place our 
needs before Her, for Her powerful intercession, we honor 
Her, and extol Her, for the greatness of God seen in His 
choosing Her to be the Mother of the Savior... “Hail, full of 
grace!”  Hopefully, the new devotional shrines will add 
beauty, dignity, a more focused and refined look to the 
sanctuary, drawing our focus to the altar, the Eucharist, and 
the celebration of the Sacraments, keeping the more 
“private devotions” in their proper place and perspective. 
 To allow for a dignified and proper placement of the 
shrines, the votive candles and the picture of Divine Mercy 
have been relocated to the newly created “devotional 
space” in the narthex of the Parish Center [the “main 
entrance” to our church].  Having these more “personal” 
devotional items in a more intimate space will, hopefully, 
allow for easier access, more private and intimate time/
space for private devotions. Eventually, the parish book of 
intentions will be relocated to this devotional space as well. 
 
Happy and Holy Advent! 

Father De Salvo 

Wednesday, December 14
th
 

“Christmas Lunch with Father!” 
 

All of our “senior & seasoned” parishioners [55 

years and older] are invited to join us for a 

special Christmas Lunch, being hosted by the 

Staff of Visitation Parish, with Father De Salvo, 

Father Alberts, our Deacons and their wives. 

 

Join us on Wednesday, December 14
th
 at Noon 

for lunch in the Parish Center. Lunch will be 

served, our school children will provide some entertainment, 

and Father De Salvo will lead us in  a Christmas Sing-a-long. 

 

There is no charge for the luncheon, but reservations are 

necessary, so that we can make arrangements. 

 

Please call the Rectory Office and make 

your reservation by Friday, December 9
th
 at noon. 

Call: 630/834-6700 or  

Email: suzanne.noonan@visitationcc.org 
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Make your Gift Today! 

Thank you to the 314 parishioners who have contributed 
to the 2022 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal! We’ve 
almost reached our goal. As of November 26th we are 
$2,600 away from reaching our target goal of $144,900. 
Lets finish off this important obligation to the diocese 
within the next week. So far, pledges/gifts total $142,265. 
Let’s meet and exceed our goal. Go online to make your 
gift: jolietdioceseappeal.org 
 

Let’s all do our part and do what we can to contribute to 
our parish’s success in meeting this serious Diocesan obli-
gation. Make your gift today! Thank you for your support 
of the CMAA and for your continued generosity and sup-
port of Visitation Parish. 

Thank You! 

 Last Saturday evening Visitation 
Parish hosted the Advent and Christ-
mas concert presented by Christian 
artist, John Angotti.  It was a beautiful 
evening of music, prayer, reflection 
and entertainment to help us prepare 
for the coming of Christmas.  Those who attended found it 
to be an wonderful evening.  Thanks to all who worked so 
hard to bring this special presentation to Visitation.   
 Tony Cuzzzone, the President of our Parish Council, 
worked tirelessly to organize and host the event. Barb 
Masters, our Director of Liturgical Music, did a wonderful 
job preparing our children’s choir and adult choirs — who 
participated in the event. Thank you so much for the hard 
work and dedication to Visitation, and for a job well done. 
It was an enjoyable evening for all who participated. 
 

Thank you and God Bless! 
Father De Salvo and Father Alberts 

Tuesday, December 6th 

The Feast of Saint Nicholas 
The “Real” Santa Claus” 

The feast of Saint Nicholas is cele-
brated on December 6th: And so, on 
the evening before, before they go to 
bed, children in many European 
countries eagerly await a visit from 
Saint Nicholas — in much of Europe 
it is good St. Nicholas who brings 
gifts to children rather than Father 
Christmas, Santa Claus or the Three 
Kings. Sometimes St. Nicholas visits 
openly, at family gatherings, and 

other times he comes unseen while children are asleep. 
Like Santa Claus and Father Christmas he is generous with 
sweets and presents.  
 For centuries St. Nicholas has been loved, venerated 
and revered. Born in Asia Minor in the fourth century A.D., 
he became a Bishop at a very young age. Stories and leg-
ends of his great compassion and generosity spread rapidly. 
One story tells how he came to help a family so poor that 
the eldest of three daughters was about to be sold into slav-
ery. Twice, unseen by anyone, Nicholas dropped a bag of 
gold through their window to provide marriage dowries for 
two of the daughters. But as Nicholas secretly tried to leave 
gold a third time, he was discovered. “Promise never to tell 
anyone of this,” Nicholas insisted. And ever after, the leg-
ends tell, many of the best gifts of St. Nicholas have been 
left in secret. 
 In some Countries children put their shoes outside their 
doors, Nicholas comes and fills them with sweets and little 
gifts.  The custom of a visit from Saint Nicholas helps chil-
dren to learn to appreciate the feeling of anticipation for 
the coming Feast of Christmas, it helps them [and adults as 
well] to keep a Christian focus on the Season, and reinforc-
es the notion that all good things are ultimately a blessing 
from God, because of His love for us - shown to us in His 
greatest gift, the gift of Jesus Christ! As we celebrate the 
Feast of Saint Nicholas this year, do something special for 
your family... in some way, make the goodness of this pop-
ular saint known. After all... he IS the REAL Santa! 

2022 Collection for Retired Religious 
NEXT SUNDAY! 
 Next weekend, parishes throughout the U.S. will be 
conducting the annual collection for the Retirement Fund 
for Religious (RFR).The Catholic bishops of the United 
States initiated the RFR in 1988 to address the profound 
lack of retirement funding among religious communities. 
Despite ongoing generosity to the annual collection, nu-
merous communities continue to struggle to provide ade-
quate care for their senior members. Financial distributions 
from the RFR offer supplemental support for bolstering 
retirement savings and for meeting such day-to-day needs 
as prescription medications and nursing care.  
 Older Catholics may recall a sister, brother, or reli-
gious order priest whose life and witness had a profound 
impact on our own lives. In thanksgiving for this person—
and for the many contributions senior women and men reli-
gious have made to our Church and world — we are all 
encouraged to be generous in our gifts to provide for those 
who have given so much.  
 As St. Paul reminds us, “So then, while we have the 
opportunity, let us do good to all, but especially to those 
who belong to the family of the faith” (Galatians 6:10). 
 

*The collection for Retired Religious Men and Women 
will be taken up at all masses NEXT weekend. Envelopes 
are included in your packets. Please note: The monies 
collected in this annual appeal go to support the men and 
women in Religious Orders in the Church.  Our Diocesan 
clergy [priests serving in parishes] must provide for them-
selves. Your gifts in this December collection go to assist 
“vowed religious” in the Church. 
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Visitation Sharing Tree Collection 
Sharing Tree gifts will be collected on 
Saturday December 10 before and after 
the 4:00 pm Mass and on Sunday, 
December 11, from 7:30am - 11:30am. 
All gifts should be wrapped with the paper 
Sharing Tree ornament attached to the 
gift. For your convenience, on Saturday, 

December 10, from 10:00 am to noon, gifts may be 
dropped off at the Parish Center Circle Drive. Volunteers 
will be there to take your gifts directly from your car. No 
need to get out!! Thank you for your generosity in service 
to others. Gift cards, donations, household items are 
always welcome and needed for the Little Sisters of the 
Poor Palatine. See their website for further information. 

 

www.littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org 

Holiday Donations to Help 
The Little Sisters of  the Poor 

The Little Sisters of the Poor care for the spiritual and 
material needs of those who have no one to care for them 
during their final days on earth. Relying on Divine Provi-
dence, relying on our charity, the keep their beautiful mission 
of mercy alive and active in the world today! 

 
Because of the economic downturn, the Little Sisters are 

in desperate need of non-perishable items, in addition to 
cash and food donations. Please visit the Little Sisters of the 
Poor website and click on the “Urgently Needed Items” 
tab to see what they need or to make a donation online. 

  Mother Mercy, LSP 
 Little Sisters of the Poor 
 St. Joseph Home for the Aged 
 80 West Northwest Highway 
 Palatine, Illinois 60067-3582 
OR, give online: 
 littlesistersofthepoorpalatine.org 

The Essential Nature of Saint John The Baptist 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
  

Saint John the Baptist, as the son of Zech-
ariah and Elizabeth, both of priestly fami-
lies, is not only the last of the prophets, but 
also represents the whole priesthood of the 
Old Covenant and therefore prepares man-
kind for the spiritual worship of the New 
Covenant inaugurated by Jesus. John the 
Baptist is defined as the “voice of one cry-
ing in the desert”  Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight his paths. The voice 

proclaims the word, but in this case the Word of God pre-
cedes, as it comes to John the son of Zacharias in the wil-
derness.  
 Thus he plays an important role, but always in relation 
to Christ.  In this, we recall the words of St. Augustine: 
John is the voice that passes away, Christ is the eternal 
Word. Our task today is to listen to that voice, to give 
space to Jesus and to welcome Him, the Word that saves 
us, into our hearts. In this time of Advent, let us prepare to 
see, through the eyes of faith, God's salvation in the hum-
ble stable in Bethlehem. In our consumer society, where 
we seek joy in material things, the Baptist teaches us to 
live in an essential way, so that Christmas is not only expe-
rienced externally as a superficial holiday, but rather as the 
feast of the Son of God who came to bring peace, life and 
true joy to mankind. 

Thursday, December 8
th
 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

A Holy Day of Obligation — a day on which all Catholics are 

bound to attend Mass, the same as on Sunday. 

In 1854 Blessed Pope Pius IX proclaimed the infallible 
statement: The most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first 
instant of her conception, by a singular grace and priv-
ilege granted by almighty God, in view of the merits of 
Jesus Christ, the savior of the human race, was pre-

served free from all stain of origi-
nal sin.  
 This doctrine is often mis-
understood by Catholics and non-
Catholics, alike.  The dogma has to 
do with the conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary within the 
womb of Her mother ~ NOT the 
conception of Jesus within the 
womb of Mary.  Since Mary was to 
be the Mother of Jesus; the Word of 
God become Man, the Father had to 
prepare a ready, worthy, and willing 

resting place for His love come down to earth at Christ-
mas.  By special favor, because she was chosen to be the 
Mother of God, Mary was preserved free from the stain of 
original sin from the first moment of her conception.  She 
was allowed to share, beforehand, in the gift of redemption 
won by Christ on the Cross. The feast of the Immaculate 
Conception comes nine months before the feast of Mary’s 
birthday, celebrated on September 8th.  Her Immaculate 
Conception finds its completion in the Assumption, cele-
brated on August 15th. The dogma of the Assumption 
states that at the end of Her earthly life, since she who is 
sinless from the first moment of Her conception, should 
not have to undergo the corruption of the grave and is as-
sumed body and soul into Heaven. 

Masses for the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Wednesday, December 7th ~ 7pm Vigil Mass  
Thursday, December 8th  

6:15, 8:15am, Noon, and 7:00pm 
Mary, under Her title of the Immaculate Conception  

is the Patroness of the United States.  

December 8
th
 is our national feast. 

Join us as we celebrate “Our Mother’s Joy!” 
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Bring Family and Friends Home for Christmas: 
Forgiveness may not mean what you think it does... 
Dr. Greg Popcak  / Our Sunday Visitor - November 21, 2021 
 What does it really mean to forgive someone? We all 
know that Jesus wants us to forgive "seventy-seven 
times" (Mt 18:22), but we tend to be a little fuzzy on what 
forgiveness does and doesn't actually require. We often 
feel that if we still feel hurt or upset about an offense that 
perhaps we haven't forgiven the offender. Or, that it is 
somehow unforgiving to hold the offender responsible for 
healing the wound they caused or fixing the damage they 
have done. All of these mistaken beliefs actually make 
forgiveness feel like a bigger burden than it's meant to be.  
 St. Augustine taught that forgiveness simply involved 
the willingness to surrender one's natural right to revenge. 
That is to say, when you stop wanting to hurt someone for 
having hurt you, or don't want bad things to happen to 
them because they hurt you, you have forgiven them. Peri-
od. That's really all forgiveness requires. Granted, some-
times, that's hard enough. But it's still a lot easier than pre-
tending an offense hasn't occurred or forbidding ourselves 
from feeling hurt when someone does a hurtful thing. In 
fact, the Catechism of the Catholic  Church says, "It is not 
in our power to not feel or to forget  an offense; but the 
heart that offers itself to the Holy Spirit turns injury into 
compassion and purifies the memory in transforming hurt 
into intercession" (# 2843).  
 It is possible to forgive someone — that is to refuse to 
wish or inflict pain or insult on them for having hur you 
— and still feel pain or anger, or a host of other feelings.  
It is likewise possible to forgive the offender but still need 
them to make things right in some way.  Forgiveness is a 
function of love. To love someone is to work for their 
good. Letting people do bad things without requiring them 
to learn from their mistakes and heal the damage they 
have done is not working for their good. It is not love. It is 
aiding and abetting.  
 Seen through this lens, it becomes clear that we can 
even forgive someone but not be reconciled to them. 
Again, according to Augustine, reconciliation is the 
"tranquility that comes from right order." In other words, 
reconciliation can only happen when there is mutual com-
mitment on the parts of both the injured party and the of-
fender to make things right again. Forgiveness allows the 
offended person to extend the invitation to reconciliation, 
but it is up to the offender whether they are willing to ac-
cept that invitation or not. The offended person is not 
obliged to make the relationship "right" all by themselves 
by pretending things are fine even when they are clearly 
not. Forgiveness is ultimately a gift we give ourselves. 
Reconciliation is a gift two people give to each other by 
committing to the process of healing the damage that was 
done.  
 For reconciliation to occur, the offender needs to be 
able to do three things: Feel it. Own  it. Fix it. First, they 
need to be able to show that they feel the depth of pain 
they have caused. They can't just say the "magic words" - 
for example, "sorry" - and make it go away. They have an 

obligation to empathize with you and show they under-
stand the pain their actions caused. Second, they need to 
own it. They offer a half-hearted, "I'm sorry, but ... " or, 
"If you' didn't have such a thin skin, or such high stand-
ards, or if you knew how to take a joke." They need to be 
able to look you in the eye and say, "You had a RIGHT to 
expect more from me." Finally, they need to  demonstrate 
their willingness to fix the damage they have  caused and 
explore ways to avoid causing similar damage in the fu-
ture. Ideally, they will propose some of their own ideas for 
how they will make things right and avoid giving similar 
offense in the future, but either way, they also have an 
obligation to be willing to do whatever reasonable things 
you might ask of them to heal the damage and prove their 
remorse. The offended party can't hold the injury over the 
offender's head, or perpetually move the goal posts, but 
they can insist that whatever needs to be done to repair the 
damage actually gets done. 
 The unwillingness of the offender to do any or all of 
these things does not require the offended person to try to 
make things right on their own. It only means that, in such 
a case, forgiveness may be extended even if reconciliation 
can't happen.  
Dr. Greg Popcak is the host of  More2Life Radio and the author of 
many books including, "God Help Me, These People Are Driving Me 
Nuts: Making Peace with Difficult People” [Crossroads Press] 

Bereavement Ministers Needed 
 
This ministry assists the family in planning the Funeral 
Liturgy and at the Funeral mass. You will receive 
Bereavement Ministry training and a practice session with 
a Bereavement Minister to prepare you for the Mass of 
Christian Burial. An experienced Bereavement Minister 
will be with you the first few times.  Compassion, 
listening and organizational skills a plus. Please contact 
Angie Pagel for more information by calling (630) 832-
6999 or emailing pagel.angie@gmail.com  

HOSPITAL VISITS 
If you or a loved one is in the hospital and would like a 
visit from a priest or deacon, please have the HOSPITAL 
CHAPLAIN OR A FAMILY MEMBER call our 
rectory to request it.  Due to HIPPA regulations, our 
priests and deacons will not be notified by the hospital. 

NEW MINISTRY  
 
Wanted:  Compassionate women willing to walk with 
pregnant and new moms through difficult times. Time 
commitment manageable. All training and resources 
provided. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. If 
interested in volunteering to serve God and needy 
neighbor in a very special way, contact Vis right-to-life 
coordinator Paul Esposito at espo382@comcast.net. 

mailto:bablynch419@gmail.com


Second Sunday in Advent December 4, 2022 

 

 

He was a Catholic priest in the Joliet 
Diocese, a missionary in the mountains 
of Ecuador after retirement at 70, a pa-
triot, an historian and a friend.  He was 
Irish and could accurately and proudly 
detail his lineage back to the High King 
Cormac of Ireland.  In fact, Father Don 
was so Irish, we used to kid him that 
when he cut himself he bled “green;” 
but that’s a story for another time. 
 His first love was Jesus, his second love, the Virgin 
Mary.  He loved the Church, her traditions and the Truths 
of our Faith.  He loved to decorate his rectory to  celebrate 
the liturgical seasons of the Church year and  by his exam-
ple we learned a great deal about our Faith and the beauty 
of the Church. 
 In today’s culture, it seems like every aspect of our life 
has been put on steroids. Christmas decorations are in the 
stores in late August or early September.  Father Don knew 
that the Christmas Season doesn’t start until December 
25th and ended on the Feast of the Epiphany, the Three 
Kings.  He would not put up and decorate his Christmas 
tree until Christmas Eve and wouldn’t open his presents 
until Epiphany, 12 days later; when the Three Kings pre-
sented gifts to Jesus. 
 It was Father Don who taught us about the beautiful 
Season of Advent.  It was one of his favorites; a wonderful 
time of prepartion and waiting for the coming of our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.  What would Father Don do during Ad-
vent, you might ask?   
• He would quiet himself as he pondered the mysteries of 

the Incarnation and Mary’s role in them.  He journaled 
his reflections in a book entitled “Pearls of Wisdom.” 

• He would drive all the way to the University of Notre 
Dame to bask in the calming sounds of an Advent con-
cert. 

• He read the Scriptures and prayed. 
• We could find him in an Adoration Chapel probably 

contemplating Mary’s pregnancy and the time of wait-
ing. 

• He loved listening to Advent CD’s and would “burn “ 
them to give to others as a Christmas gift. 

• He put Jesus FIRST and waited for His birth as every-
one else had already been celebrating Christmas for a 
month or more with parties, etc. 

We can learn much from  Good Olde Father Don. Quiet 
yourself, don’t be pressured by the demands of our culture.  
Don’t know where to begin?  A great place to begin is in 
our Adoration Chapel.  Put Jesus FIRST.  Make a visit!  
Even better, become a registered adorer. Happy Advent! 
The following hours are in serious need of a partner.  That 
means that an hour is shared by 2 or more registered ador-
ers, thus making it easier for both. 
 
Monday 2-3 AM & 7-8 AM. Wednesday 1-2 PM , Thurs-
day 9-10 AM, 1-2 PM, & 2-3 PM, Friday 1-2 AM & 2-3 

PM, Saturday Noon & 5-6 PM 
 

Please contact the Adoration Committee by leaving us a 
message at VisitationAdorationChapel@gmail.com and 
volunteer to be a Registered Adorer.  You can also contact 
Joan Taylor at 630-530-8963 or Owen & Gail Hilding at 
630 573 0033 if that is more convenient. 

GOOD OLDE FATHER DON 

2022 FILIPINO SIMBANG GABI  
ADVENT MASS 

 
You are invited to our Visitation Church Filipino Simbang 
Gabi Advent mass: 
 

December 16, 2022 Friday at 7pm. 
 
We want to welcome and prepare our hearts to celebrate 
birth of the Infant Jesus. 

The Sacrament of Penance for Advent 
 

A 
s we prepare for the com-
ing feast of Christmas, we 
prepare our hearts as well 

as our homes. One of the ways 
we should do that is by making a 

good confession of our sins. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches us: You Shall confess your sins at least 
once a year [#2042, CCC]. Especially during Advent, the 
priests wish to make confessions readily available to all. 
And so, confessions will be heard during the following 
times...  
 
Schedule of Advent & Christmas Confessions: 
 Saturdays: 3 - 3:45 pm 
 Sunday mornings: Before each Mass 
 Sunday evening: 5 - 5:45 pm 
 Saturday, December 17th: 9am - 4pm 
 Wednesday, December 21st:  3 - 5pm and 7 - 8:30pm 
  

*These will be the last scheduled Confessions before 
Christmas. When the feast comes, it should find us ready 
to celebrate. Confessions are NOT heard on Christmas 
or during the Octave Days of Christmas. Scheduled Con-
fessions resume on Saturday, January 7th at 3pm. 

 
Prepare for the Lord’s coming, not only at Christmas, but 
for His coming at the end of your own life, and at the end 
of time. Make a good confession of your sin in preparation 
for the coming feast of Christmas. The Lord is waiting for 
you with great compassion, mercy, and forgiveness. Allow 
His love to touch your heart today! 

Are you looking for a New Year’s Resolution? 
 
If you are looking for a place to share your Catholic faith, 
to become part of a faith filled community of women and 
looking to strengthen your relationship with Jesus…..  
 
Then look at attending Visitation’s 
Women's CRHP Retreat on Saturday – 
Sunday, January 28 -29th.   
 
For more information or contact  
Michele Koelle at (312) 502-3407 
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