
                           

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

                           10/02/2021 - 10/10/2021 

                   Welcome to Mater Dei Parish!    

           Thank You for Your Generosity to our 

                    Mater Dei Parish Churches 

               Week of September 26, 2021 
 

     Envelopes:         $   4,472.00 

     Loose:                 $  1,990.00       

     Online:               $      334.00    

     TOTAL:                $   6,796.00 
              

   Catholic Formation: $   1,730.50 

   Budget:                       $ 10,756.00          

   Surplus/Deficit:         $ - 3,960.00 
 

October 3rd:    Repairs & Maintenance Envelope 

October 10th:  Special Collection for Fuel.  Please be as     

                         generous as possible. 
  

      Mater Dei Mass Schedule 

                                                                                                  Weekday Masses 
 

  St. Mary’s:  Monday — Friday 

 at 9:00 am in Church  & 

    4:00 pm in the Chapel and on 

Saturday Mornings at 9:00 am  in Church 
 

  St. James:  Fridays at 11:00 AM 

     St. Edward’s: Wednesdays at 5:30 PM         

          Weekend Masses 
 

 Saturday:  4:00  pm @ St. Mary’s 

                         4:00  pm @ Troy 
 

Mass is no longer celebrated  

on Saturdays at 5:30 pm at  

St. Benedict’s 
 

 Sunday:  8:30 am @ St. Edward’s 

  9:30 am & 11:00 am @ St. Mary’s 

       10:30 am @ St. James                                  

  

 Please pray for the repose of the souls of:                          

                         † Erika Johnson, † Joseph    
                    Fournier, † Mrs. Joanne  
                  Bourgeois, mother of Msgr.  

              Bernard Bourgeois, & † Ann 
Wyman and for their grieving families. 

Ordination Mass 
 

Saturday, October 9, 2021   
 10:00 am 

Cathedral of St. Joseph 
Burlington, VT 

 
 

The Diocese of Burlington joyfully announces the 
ordination of two men to the deaconate.  Mr.       

Michael Knowles will be ordained to the permanent 
deaconate and Mr. Brandon Schneider will be      

ordained to the transitional deaconate by Bishop 
Christopher Coyne.  This special liturgy is open to 

anyone who would like to attend. 
 

A light reception will follow in the parish hall. 
 

For those who are unable to attend in person, the 
Mass will be live-streamed on the Diocesan website 

at vermontcatholic.org.   

 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Update  
 

T Thank you to everyone who has    
    donated to the 2021 Bishop’s  
  Annual Appeal.  The Diocese is   
      now at 66% of their goal.  If   
 you have not yet made a gift, and    

 would like to contribute online, 
please visit vermontcatholic.org.giveonline. 

 
 

Mater Dei parishioners have donated $41,242.30, 
which is 64% of our goal of $64,297.90.  Thank you 

for your generosity.             

    New Parish Office Email Address  
 

Mater Dei Parish’s Office email address 
has changed to: 

 

materdei@vermontcatholic.org 
 

Messages sent to the “old” address 
will still reach us at the office. 

 Bishop’s Annual 
 Appeal 

                  Feast of Our Lady  

                                   of the Rosary 

                      Thursday, October 7th 
 

                              St. Edward’s: will be open       

                              from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm     

  for anyone who would like to come and     

    pray the Holy Rosary in tribute to Our    

                                 Blessed Mother. 
 

St. Mary’s: will pray the rosary every 30 

minutes beginning after 9:00 am Mass     

until 4:00 pm Mass. 
 

We are looking for people to lead the  

Rosary.  Please call the parish office at 

(802) 334-5066 if you would like to lead a 

rosary and the time you are available. 

 Healing Mass at St. Mary’s 
       

     Join us for a Healing Mass  
celebrated by Fr. Lance Harlow    
 on Wednesday, October 20th 
     at 5:30 pm at St. Mary’s. 
 

Lord my God, I called to you     
 for help and you healed me. 



                         VOCATIONIST’S CORNER  

                   The Vocationist Fathers’ annual 50/50    
                   raffle is in full swing!  Tickets are $5 each 
or 6 for $20 and are available after Masses and at the 
parish office.  Fr. Michael Reardon, SDV, Provincial of 
the U.S. Province and Fr. Thomas Naduviledath, SDV, 
Treasurer and chairman of the raffle, ask you to please 
support the Vocationist Fathers and their Seminarians.  

 

Thank you for your support!  Good luck!! 

     

Children come to believe through those 
they love. We pray for married couples 
that they may be rooted in Jesus and 
share their love with their families.  
The call to married life is a special     

vocation.  The call to religious life is a  
call from God. If you think God is calling you to be 

a priest, deacon, sister or brother, contact 
 Fr. James Dodson, Director of Vocations, at   

(802) 658-6110, X 2275 or visit 
vocations@vermontcatholic.org.  

Christ Our Hope: Building a 
       Vibrant Church Update 
 

As many of you may be aware, last 
fall we launched the Diocese’s first 

statewide campaign: Christ Our 
Hope: Building a Vibrant Church.  While the   

timing was not ideal because of the pandemic, 
the campaign had been planned for nearly two 

years and delayed several times.  With the   
support of several generous parishioners, it was 

decided that we needed to move forward.  Last 
fall, $4.4 million was raised, getting us almost 

halfway to our goal!  Mater Dei Parish has 
raised $143,248.85, which is 30% of our goal 

of $471,571.  
 

This campaign offers a wonderful opportunity 
for our parish.  Not only financially - because 
60% of the funds we raise come back to us  

to use for our specific parish needs - but as part 

of a larger Catholic community, together we will 
renew, strengthen and secure a future for the 

Catholic Church in Vermont.  In the next few 
weeks, you will receive a letter asking you to 

consider pledging a gift over the next three 
years.  Whatever you can contribute will make a 

difference to our parish and the future of the 
Catholic Church in Vermont. 
 

Please visit www.christourhopevt.org for more 

information.  

 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

      What God Has Joined  

                 Together 
 

Today’s Gospel finds the Pharisees    
   once again trying to trap Jesus  
with a trick question.  But Jesus is amazing! 

 

Here’s the background: The Old Testament Law 
concerning divorce had been settled long ago.  
More than a millennium before Jesus,  Moses 
had changed the Law that was even more     
ancient and had allowed divorce found in   
Deuteronomy 24:1-4.  So Jesus points the 
Pharisees back before Moses to “the                 
beginning”,  which we read about in today’s 
First Reading from Genesis. 
 

Jesus tells them - and us - that divorce             
violates the human heart.  Moses permitted it, 
but only as a concession to the people’s 
“hardness of their hearts”.  But Jesus came to 
fulfill the Law and to give people the ability to 
live by it - for their sakes and that of their   
children.  As we sing in todays Responsorial 
Psalm, those who walk in His ways shall be 
blessed and favored. 
 

That is why today’s Gospel moves so easily 
from an intended trap about marriage to Jesus 
blessing the children.  Children are precious 
gifts from God, and the ones who are most 
hurt by divorce. 
 

So marriage - and loyalty to it - are signs of 
God’s covenant in Jesus.  Jesus calls us to     
embrace the graces given in the Sacrament of 
Marriage, and become ever more faithful in 
our love and devotion to each other through 
the ways of Christ. 
 

As today’s second reading from the Letters to 
the Hebrews reveals: Jesus is God, who “for a 
little while was made lower than the angels” 
and made “perfect through suffering”.  There 
will be times in a faithful marriage when our 
relationship will be made “perfect through  
suffering”. 
 

Those who embrace their cross will tell you  
that it is unquestionably worth it. 

Calling All Church Coordinators 
 

Coordinators at all our parish 

churches are asked to meet on 
 

 Monday, October 4th at 6:00 pm 

via Zoom 
 

to learn more about upcoming 

Parish liturgies.  

New to Mater Dei Parish?  WELCOME!!  We invite you to register with the parish.   

Registration forms are available at each of our parish churches or at the parish office. 

      www.materdeivermont.com                     

 Log in to our Parish website to learn all  

the parish news! 


