
                           

                                                                                                                          Third Sunday of Advent 
 

                          12/11/2021 - 12/19/2021 

                Welcome to Mater Dei Parish!  

           Thank You for Your Generosity to our 

                    Mater Dei Parish Churches 

Week of December 5 2021 
 

     Envelopes:         $   6,272.00 

     Loose:                 $  2,445.00       

     Online:               $      391.00  

     TOTAL:                $    9,108.00 
              

     Repairs & Maintenance:  $   1,297.00 

     Budget:                                  $ 10,756.00          

     Surplus/Deficit:                   $  -1,648.00 
 

There is a special collection this weekend for the  

Retirement Fund for the Religious.  Please be as 

 generous as possible. 
 

December 19th:  Special Collection for Fuel 

      Mater Dei Mass Schedule 

                                                                                                  Weekday Masses 
 

  St. Mary’s:  Monday — Friday 

 at 9:00 am in Church  & 

    4:00 pm in the Chapel and on 

Saturday Mornings at 9:00 am  in Church 

St. Edward’s:  Wednesday at 5:30 PM 

  St. James:  Friday at 11:00 AM       

          Weekend Masses 
 

 Saturday:  4:00  pm @ St. Mary’s 

                         4:00  pm @ Troy 
 

 Sunday:  8:30 am @ St. Edward’s 

  9:30 am & 11:00 am @ St. Mary’s 

       10:30 am @ St. James                                  

St. Edward’s giving tree  
 

Your gifts for Michaud Manor  
residents from St. Edward’s Giving 

Tree are due December 12th.   
If you have not already brought 
your gift to St. Edward’s, please 

bring it as soon as possible. 
 

We thank everyone for their participation and 
generosity to help make this Christmas  

           season joyful for the residents.   
 

Merry Christmas and may God Bless you all! 

                                    Christ Our Hope: Building         
                       a Vibrant Church Update  
                                 

                                                   21 parishes will be receiving a  

                        $1,000 matching grant for  

                         donations made on December 6th,  

including our own Mater Dei Parish!  A special 

thank you to our generous parishioner who 

 donated $1,000 to the campaign! 
 

Remember that 80% (instead of the usual 60%) 

of new gifts/pledges will now go back to  

parishes to support their needs for the  

remainder of the campaign!  The remaining 20% 

will be split evenly between faith formation and 

emergency aid.   

If you have not already made a contribution, please 

prayerfully consider how you are able to help. 
 

Visit https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate to 

make an online gift.  Thank you for your support. 

     Blessing the Symbols  
           of Christmas 
 Next Sunday, December19th, on  
  the 4th Sunday of Advent, we 
bless the most important symbol 

of the Christmas season: Baby Jesus.  
 Please bring Baby Jesus from your manger to 

be blessed during Mass. 

Christmas Flower Donations 
  

  Envelopes have been placed in     
     the pews for donations for  
  Christmas flowers to decorate  
      our beautiful Churches for    
  Christmas.  Please consider making a gift to 

remember or honor a loved one and place your 
envelope in the collection basket. 

 
 

Your continued generosity to our parish is  
greatly appreciated. 

Welcome to the Mater Dei Parish Family! 
                    River rockwell barker  
                                           son of  
                    Jonathan & Carolyn barker 

                      received the Sacrament of Baptism  
                       at St. Mary’s on December 2, 2021                                                          
                      and became the newest member of 
                                Mater Dei Parish.  

  

Heavenly Father, surround this child with 
Your love and protect him from evil.  Fill 

River with the Holy Spirit and receive him 
into the family of Your church, that he may 

walk with us in the way of Christ and 
 grow in the knowledge of Your love. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always! 



     VOCATIONIST’S CORNER 
 

   Congratulations to  

the Vocationist family 
 

 Blessed Fr. Justin M. Russolillo 
          Apostle of Vocations 
   will be canonized at St. Peter’s Basilica  

in Rome on May 15, 2022. 

                                       

                     “Rejoice in the Lord always.” 
                     Do you rejoice in the Lord?  Is He  
                  asking you to consider a vocation as a   
                    priest, deacon, religious brother or   
                     sister?  If you think God might be      
                        calling you to religious life, visit  

vocations@vermontcatholic.org or contact  
Fr. James Dodson, Director of Vocations, at  

(802) 658-6110, X 2275.   

“Gifts from the Heart Tree” 
 

“So faith, hope, love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is 

love.”  [Corinthians 13:13] 
 

There are still hearts remaining on the 
tree!  Please pick a heart and make a 

child’s Christmas brighter.  Please return your  
unwrapped gift in a Christmas bag to  

St. Mary’s or to the parish office by Monday,  
December 13th. 

 
 

Please call Sherry or Vela at the parish office at  
(802) 334-5066 if you have any questions.  Thank 

you for your generous Christmas Spirit.   

                    Please pray for the repose of  
                    the souls of † Carmen Morin  
                       and † Larry Lavereaux   
                  and for their grieving families.   

Guidelines for Mass Attendance  
on December 25th and 26th 

 

    Christmas is on Saturday this year.      

 Masses at St. Edward’s & St. James are 
at 4:00 pm on Christmas Eve.  St. Mary’s 
Masses are at 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm on     

   Christmas Eve, 12:00 Midnight, and     
      11:00 am on Christmas morning.   

Plan to come 30 minutes before the Mass you are 
attending to listen to Christmas music sung by our  

wonderful Church choirs!  
 

Mass attendance is also required on Sunday,  
December 26th.  Mass times will follow the regular 

weekend Mass schedule.  The 4:00 pm Mass on  

December 25th at St. Mary’s fulfills your December 
26th Sunday obligation.  As usual, Sunday Mass 
times are at 8:30 am at St. Edward’s, 9:30 am &  

11:00 am at St.. Mary’s, and 10:30 am at St.. James.  

                          Advent Confessions 
 

                           St. Mary’s:  30 minutes before 

                               Saturday’s 4:00 pm Mass and 

                                 Sunday’s 9:30 am Mass and 

                                       after 11:00 am Mass. 
 

St. Edward’s:  30 minutes before Sunday’s 

8:30 am Mass and Wednesday’s 5:30 pm Mass. 
 

St. James:  30 minutes before Sunday’s 10:30 

am mass and Friday’s 11:00 am Mass. 
 

There will be a short Penitential Service 

with Adoration and Confessions at 

 St. Mary’s on Sunday, December 19th at 

3:00 pm. 
 

Confessions are also available by 

Appointment.  Call the Parish Office at (802) 

334-5066, ext. 3 to schedule a day and time 

for your confession. 

                       Call to Repentance 

                         The words of John the Baptist 
                      pierced the hearts of his listeners.   
                       People saw the authenticity and  
holiness of John the Baptist, and flocked to him 
for answers and spiritual guidance.  Because of 
the strength of the integrity of his life, he could   
authoritatively tell people not to cheat, not to 
exploit, and to share their surplus.  He boldly 
told them to do what is right!  Do what you 
should have done!  Without condemning  
anyone, John preaches that another opportunity 
is at hand for repentance.  Preparing the way for 
the Messiah comes through repentance, through 
changing the way one thinks, and changing 
one’s lifestyle.  It is a call to God’s people to   
return to holiness so they will be able to  
recognize Christ when He comes.   
 

God loves His children.  Even when they refuse 
Him, He continuously calls them back to His 
love. God’s fidelity is unchanging, and He is   
never worried by the wrongdoings of His people. 
John invites people to be ready to welcome  
Jesus, the Son of God, who will make present 
this unconditional love of God. 
 

It was John’s honesty and the austerity of his 
life that gained people’s respect and trust.  His 
lifestyle was a powerful proclamation of faith in 
Jesus and a witness to the truth.   
 

During this time of Advent, what do John’s life 
and preaching have to tell each one of us today? 

Welcome to the Mater Dei Parish Family! 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete 
Sunday, a Latin word meaning “rejoice” when 
we look forward with joy to the birth of Jesus.  

That is why we light the rose candle today. 


