
                           

                                                                                                                          Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

                          12/18/2021 - 12/26/2021 

 Welcome to Mater Dei Parish!  Merry Christmas! 

           Thank You for Your Generosity to our 

                    Mater Dei Parish Churches 

Week of December 12 2021 
 

     Envelopes:         $   6,225.00 

     Loose:                 $  2,532.50       

     Online:               $      421.00  

     TOTAL:                $    9,178.50 
              

  Repairs & Maintenance:  $      559.00 

  Retirement for Religious: $   1,425.00 

  Immaculate Conception:  $      206.00 

  Budget:                                  $ 10,756.00          

  Surplus/Deficit:                   $  -1,577.50 
 

There is a special collection this weekend for the  

Fuel.  Please be as generous as possible. 
 

Christmas Collection:   80% of the regular Christmas  

collection remains at our parish.  The remaining 20% 

goes to the Diocese.   
 

There will also be a special collection at all Christmas 

Masses to benefit the many projects planned at each of 

our parish churches in 2022.  100% of your donations 

will remain here at Mater Dei.   
 

Your generous financial support of our parish needs is 

greatly appreciated. 

      Mater Dei Mass Schedule 

                                                                                                  Weekday Masses 
 

  St. Mary’s:  Monday — Friday 

 at 9:00 am in Church  & 

    4:00 pm in the Chapel and on 

Saturday Mornings at 9:00 am  in Church 

St. Edward’s:  Wednesday at 5:30 PM 

  St. James:  Friday at 11:00 AM       

          Weekend Masses 
 

 Saturday:  4:00  pm @ St. Mary’s 

                         4:00  pm @ Troy 
 

 Sunday:  8:30 am @ St. Edward’s 

  9:30 am & 11:00 am @ St. Mary’s 

       10:30 am @ St. James                                  

                 Will You Keep Jesus Company?  
 

                   Jesus is looking for a night owl to 
                 spend some quality time with Him at    
                   St. Benedict’s.  Join Jesus for night    
                    vigil prayer and adoration on the   

 first Saturday of each month from 11:00 pm 
until 1:00 am on Sunday morning to thank Him 

for the many blessings in your life. 
 

Please call Sherry at (802) 323-9308 when His 
invitation tugs at your heart. Message from the Food Pantry.... 

 

The Food Shelf greatly 

 appreciates the generosity 

of our  parishioners during 

this past year.  However,  

our shelves now need  

replenishing, and we are  

looking for help once again.  As we        

prepare for the birth of Jesus in just a 

few days, please consider donating food 

items to help those who are less              

fortunate and need our assistance. 
 

The following foods are routinely 

 distributed to our Food Shelf recipients: 
  

 Catsup           Mayonnaise     Canned Fruit 

 Canned Meats      Cereal     Canned Pasta 

 Saltines        Dry Milk       Dry Pasta 

 Hamburger Helper        Mac & Cheese    

 Peanut Butter      soups      Ramen Noodles     

 Spaghetti Sauce          Canned Baked Beans
  

Thank you for your continued support of 

the Food Pantry.  May God bless you for 

Your generosity. 

 Guidelines for Mass Attendance  
on December 25th and 26th 

 
 

    Christmas is on Saturday this year.      
    Masses at St. Edward’s & St. James  
     are at 4:00 pm on Christmas Eve.   
  St. Mary’s Masses are at 4:00 pm and 

7:00 pm on Christmas Eve, at 12:00 
Midnight and11:00 am on Christmas morning.  

        

      Plan to come 30 minutes before the start of the 
Mass you are attending to listen to Christmas music 

sung by our talented Church choirs!  
 
 

Mass attendance is also required on Sunday,  

December 26th.   
Mass times will follow the regular weekend Mass 

schedule.  The 4:00 pm Mass on December 25th at 
St. Mary’s fulfills your December 26th Sunday  

obligation. Sunday Masses  are at the regular times::  
8:30 am at St. Edward’s  

9:30 am & 11:00 am at St.. Mary’s  
and 10:30 am at St.. James. 

              St Mary’s Tabernacle Light 
            burns this week in loving memory of: 

                         † Michael Conboy 

        St Mary’s Chapel Light 
            burns this week for: 

            Melissa Bartovic 



     VOCATIONIST’S CORNER 
 

   Congratulations to  

the Vocationist family 
 

 Blessed Fr. Justin M. Russolillo 
          Apostle of Vocations 
   will be canonized at St. Peter’s Basilica  

in Rome on May 15, 2022. 

                                       

                   God chose to become man to lead us  
                     to a path of righteousness.  How is 
                  God calling you to grow in holiness? Is  
                       he inviting you to consider to a  
                  vocation as a priest, deacon, religious  
                    brother or sister?  If you think God  
         might be calling you to religious life, visit  

vocations@vermontcatholic.org or contact  
Fr. James Dodson, Director of Vocations, at  

(802) 658-6110, X 2275.   

A Note of Thanks from the North Pole! 
 

December 4th was a day to      
remember!  St. Edward’s Hall 
was filled with holiday cheer,    

snowball fights, flying reindeer 
and Christmas carols.  The “mall 

stores” were full of gifts, and 
yummy cookies were enjoyed in 

the food court. The gift wrapping elves were 
kept very busy!  The Grinch counted over 400 

shoppers!   
 

Santa and the Knights of Columbus want to 
thank everyone for the community effort.  All 

the donated treasures and volunteer elves      
created wonderful memories and brought 

Christmas joy to many families. 
 

We pray for God’s choicest Blessings on  
everyone who made Cookies and Shopping with 

Santa such a special holiday event. 

                          Advent Confessions 
 

                       There is still time to receive the 

                         Sacrament of Reconciliation 

                                   before Christmas. 
 

                            St. Mary’s:  Confessions are 

available 30 minutes before Saturday’s  

4:00 pm Mass and  Sunday’s 9:30 am Mass  

and after 11:00 am Mass. 
 

St. Edward’s:  Confessions are available 30 

minutes before Sunday’s 8:30 am Mass and 

Wednesday’s 5:30 pm Mass. 
 

St. James:  Confessions are available 30 

minutes before Sunday’s 10:30 am mass and 

Friday’s 11:00 am Mass. 
 

There is a Penitential Service with  

Adoration and Confessions at 

 St. Mary’s today Sunday, December 19th  

at 3:00 pm. 
 

Confessions are also available by 

Appointment.  Call the Parish Office at  

(802) 334-5066, ext. 3 to schedule a day  

and time for your confession. 

                  Love 
      The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 represents LOVE, and what better 
     way to tell of God’s love for us  
           than  in today’s readings. 
 

In the first reading, the prophet Micah  
prepares us to witness Christ’s birth by  
foretelling  how Jesus will be Israel’s long-
awaited Messiah long before His birth, and we 
will sing praises of the Lord’s salvation.   
 

In Luke’s Gospel, we see how amazingly God 
has planned everything.  He sent the angel  
Gabriel to tell Mary that she would be the 
mother of His Son, Jesus, and to announce 
that her cousin Elizabeth would also conceive a 
child, John the Baptist, who will lead the way 
to Jesus.  Both women will be blessed with a 
son.  Mary is so moved by Gabriel’s words that 
she travels to Judah to be with Elizabeth. 
When  Elizabeth sees Mary, the unborn child in 
her womb is so filled with the Lord’s presence 
that he leaps with joy! 
 

Elizabeth has described Mary as Jesus’ first  
disciple - the one whose faith is so strong that 
she believes and trusts that God’s Words to 
her will be fulfilled. 
 

So today, on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, let 
OUR faith be as strong as Mary’s and               
Elizabeth’s.  Love one another as God loves 
YOU.  Believe that with faith, we can grow to 
be open to God and allow God to work through 
us just as He did through Mary, the role model 
of the Church.  Salvation can come to all of us if 
we just open our minds, hearts and souls to 
God.  We can prepare the way for God’s coming 
among us who will show us the greatest love 
of all: the laying down of His life for all of us. 
 

May all of you be filled with God’s love.  In         
return, let us share that love with everyone we 
meet.  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Welcome to the Mater Dei Parish Family! 

 Behold, a Virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son; and his name 

will be called Emanuel.                  

                    Please pray for the repose of  
                   the souls of † Simone Menard  
                    and † Those Who Lost their 
                    Lives in Last Weekend’s 
Tornadoes and for their grieving families. 


