
                         Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

                             02/11/2023 - 02/19/2023 

                 Welcome to Mater Dei Parish!   

Thank You for Your Generosity to our Mater Dei 

                   Parish Churches 
 

                February 5, 2023 
 

    Envelopes:                 $   4,501.00         

    Loose:                          $  3,279.00   

    eCatholic:                    $       484.00         
    TOTAL:                         $   8,264.00 
 

                             Repairs & Maintenance:                $    1,517.00 

   Weekly Budget Expenses (5 year basis):                                $      ,   10,756.00  

                                           Deficit/Surplus:           $    -  2,492.00 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity to Mater Dei . 
 

      Mater Dei Mass Schedule 

                                                                                                  Weekday Masses 
 

Mon — Sat: 9:00 am @ St. Mary’s                                             

Mon & Fri: 5:30 pm @ St. Edward’s 

Friday: 11:00 am @ St. JamesWe   

            

        “Sunday” Masses 
 

 Saturday:  4:00 pm @ St. Mary’s 

  4:00 pm @ Sacred  Heart of Jesus   

 Sunday:  8:30 am @ St. Edward’s 

  9:30 am & 11:00 am @ St. Mary’s 

       10:30 am @ St. James  

   New to Mater Dei Parish? WELCOME!  We invite you to register  
with the parish. Registration forms are available at each of our parish  

churches or at the parish office. 

  Prayer for married couples 
 

Loving  Father, thank you for my 
spouse. 
 
   

Help me to remember that my 
spouse is a gift from You even 
when I cannot see it. 
 
 

Work in our hearts to make us the 
best individuals we can be for 
ourselves and for our spouse.  
 
 

Heal us of any issues and fill our union with Your 
divine harmony. 
 
 

Help us to find happiness and fulfillment in each 
other so we can bring that light into our  
marriage.  

 
 

Surround us with Your guidance so that our  
marriage will bring honor to You.   
 
 

Show us Your will that we may fulfill Your  
purpose, and give us the grace to serve You all  
the days of our lives.  Amen. 

Ashes for the Homebound 
 

If you are homebound and would 

like to receive ashes for the  

beginning of Lent, please call the 

parish office at (802) 334-5066,  

ext. 1 or 2 and we will schedule  

an appointment for you. 
 

Appointments will be available on Monday and 

Tuesday, February 20th & 21st or Thursday and 

 Friday, February 23rd & 24th. 
 

Please call the office as soon as possible with  

your name, address, phone number and  

preferred day. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
 

Fr. Leo Bilodeau 

on the  

50th Anniversary of your 

Ordination to the Priesthood 

February 16, 1973—February 16, 2023 

 
  

  NEWS FROM ST. EDWARD’S 
 

The much needed and long overdue 
new sound system will be installed  

in St. Edward’s this week! 
 

Adoration will still be held as usual on 
Monday from 9:00 am — 12:30 pm. 

 

Fr. Tom’s Bible Study will take place as usual on     
Friday at 6:00 pm in the parish hall. 
 

There will be NO 5:30 pm Mass on Monday or Friday 
this week. 

                              Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord!  The Law of the Lord is perfect. 



      VOCATIONIST CORNER 
 

Congratulations to Fr. Michael           

Reardon, SDV who celebrates 

the 24th Anniversary of his ordination to 

the priesthood on February 13th, and 

 Fr. Leo Bilodeau who celebrates the 

50th Anniversary of his ordination to the 

priesthood on February 16th.    
 

May God continue to bless them both. 

      

Ash Wednesday is February 22
nd

  
 

     We are looking for palms to    

        burn for ashes to use on  

                 ash Wednesday. 
 

 Please bring your palms to 

Mass with you, to St. Mary’s 

 Rectory, or to the Parish  

 Office in Derby Line by next  

Sunday, February 19th. 
 

Boxes will be available at each of our 

churches for your Palms. 

 

      St. Mary’s Tabernacle Light 
burns this week in loving memory of 
                     † Domina Nolin  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR 

 PRIESTS ON THEIR ANNIVERSARY  
 

Loving Father, we thank you for  
the gifts of Fr. Leo and Fr. Michael 
in our lives. 
 

Thank you for making them  
obedient to the Holy Spirit in the  
life You have chosen for them. 
 

Thank you for all the times they 
have offered their entire beings to serve You. 
 

May their holy priesthoods lead other men and 
women to love and serve You and the people of 
God in the priesthood and religious life. 
 

We pray for their continued health and strength 
to sustain them as they continue Your work.  
 

As they celebrate their anniversaries, we thank 
You for always being with Fr. Leo and Fr. Michael.  

Continue to bless them so they may continue to be 
a good example to all the people who have come to 
know them. 
 

Help us to always see You in them.  Amen.  

 

                  With sincere sympathy… 
 

                     Please pray for the repose of  
                     the souls of the † Victims of 
                    the Earthquake in Turkey  
  and Syria and for their grieving families.    

 Coming Soon……. 
 

   Watch for a sign-up board 
     at St. Mary’s to volunteer  
            during Holy Week. 
 

         We will need Mass  
  Coordinators, many Lectors     
     and Eucharistic Ministers,  
      Altar Servers and Ushers.  
 

We will also need 12 Apostles to have their feet 
washed on Holy Thursday.   
 

Your participation during the holiest week of 
the liturgical year is needed!  Please add your 

name to the sign-up board! 

                             Virtue Deeper than that of 
                     Scribes and Pharisees 
 

                            On this 6th Sunday in Ordinary   
                             Time, St. Paul, in today’s 2nd  
reading, sums up his message in haunting,    
poetic words to truly touch the heart.  He refers 
to things no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever 
heard, things no mind has ever conceived...all that 
God has prepared for those who love.  If we aspire 
to such wisdom, we need to turn to God, not 
books. 
 

Today’s responsorial verses are taken from 
Psalm 119, the longest in the Psalter, and 
invite us to use God’s law as a map for our  
pilgrimage here on earth.   
 

Our first reading from the Book of Sirach 
(Ecclesiasticus) challenges us to use our  
freedom wisely.  This message is a repeat of a 
challenge found in Deuteronomy where God 
claims to set before us life and death, blessing 
and curse.  Then God says “Choose life.”   
 

It is precisely this “life” that is behind the new 
standard proposed by Jesus in today’s  Gospel.  
“You have heard…but I say to you…”  While   
Jesus is truly revolutionary, He is, in fact,       
insisting on proper observance of the original 
law, distinct from the myriad of minutiae 
taught by the Scribes and Pharisees which had 
become a burden on the people. 
 

Jesus challenges us today to make our virtue 
deeper than that of the Scribes and Pharisees. 


