
                                                                               

                                                                                                

                                                                                           

 Father Charles P. Davignon 

Fr. Charles Davignon passed away peacefully in his sleep 
on Wednesday, September 7th. Fr. Charles was a gentle, 
peaceful, and loving man and priest, and it is only fitting 
that God brought him home the same way. 

Charles Davignon was born on November 5,1931 in East 
Albany, VT, one of 9 children born to Leo and Nellie 
(Pudvah) Davignon. Young Charles spent many happy 
family holidays at the Davignon Family Farm in Brownington 
where he made memories that he cherished throughout his 
lifetime. Fr. Charles considered the family farm his solace 
and his refuge. 

Fr. Charles attended St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield, CT, 
and the Seminary of Philosophy and the Grand Seminary in 
Montreal. He also studied at St. Michael’s College in 
Colchester, VT and The Catholic University of America in 
Washington, DC. 

Fr. Davignon was ordained with four other men at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Burlington on 
April 7,1956 by Bishop Edward Ryan. He served Vermont 
parishes in Essex Junction, Richford, Sheldon Springs, 
Montpelier, White River Junction, South Burlington, Stowe, 
Middlebury, Woodstock, Killington, Winooski, and our own 
St. Mary Star of the Sea from 1980 to 1988. He also served as 
chaplain at the Bishop deGoesbriand Hospital and Mt. St. 
Mary Convent in Burlington.  Fr. Davignon was a former 
director of the Office of Communications for the Diocese of 
Burlington and a host of the diocesan television ministry. 

Fr. Davignon ministered in South America and served with 
the Maryknoll Fathers as well as on the Justice and Peace 
Committee in Washington, DC.   Fr. Charles considered the 
best part of his ministry what he called “the mission vision”, 
the ethical part of his ministry that required him to share it 
with the rest of the world.  He identified the mission vision as 
the “essence” of his priesthood. 

Father Charles is survived by his brothers Ernest and Francis, 
and sisters Elizabeth Denning, Lorita Hogan, Anita Cook, 
and Kathleen Duffey, his brotherhood of priests, the 
residents and staff at Michaud Manor in Derby Line where 
he spent the final years of his life, and his Mater Dei Parish 
Family.  Rest in peace, Fr. Charles. 

 

 


