
 

                                                                             J.M.J.                                          January 5, 2023 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

       As we begin 2023 prayerfully hopeful, and continue through the Second Trimester, I would like to 

share a few items of importance with you and yours: 

1- Thank you so much for your cards, prayers, good wishes, and thoughtful gifts this past Christmas.  

      This includes your generous donations to our annual “Operation Christmas Spirit!”  We received  

      gracious “Thank-You” messages from all those who benefitted from your selfless giving!  Your  

      thoughtfulness, kindness, support and encouragement are very much appreciated all ways! 

2- Calendar/Handbook: Dress Code:In very cold weather (Parental Judgment) OLC gym wear/sweats only. 

3- The Josephine C. Connelly Achievement Award:  8th graders have been given the opportunity to apply 

for this award. Applications were distributed and are to be turned in by January 13th.  Based upon our 

present 8th grade enrollment, 5 students will be eligible for this award as long as they meet the criteria of 

the Connelly Foundation which requires the following: a strong desire to attend an Archdiocesan High 

School, an overall grade average of 80 or above with no final grade below 70, and a maximum of 10 

absences and late arrivals. They should also have attended a parish school for their entire 7th grade.  

Other considerations are financial need, community service, school spirit, a moral character, and 

involvement in school activities. The Foundation offers 4-year grants of 50% of the annual tuition for 

Archdiocesan High Schools, including Mercy Career & Technical High School and Cristo Rey 

Philadelphia High School.  Completing a financial aid application on the FACTS Grant and Aid website 

should be a part of the application package and is accessible at www.aopcatholicschools.org  or                 

factsmgt.com. You are encouraged to file an application so you may be considered for alternate funds.         

4- Tuition assistance for 2023-24 at csfphiladelphia.org (Children’s Scholarship Fund) and factsmgt.com 

is encouraged because eligible incomes were raised in the Fall and it does not hurt to apply!   

5- Information about our Pizza Dive is included in this letter with your youngest. Delivery before the Super 

Bowl & great freezer items for quickie meals!  

6- Catholic School’s Week information will be available next week when specifics are in place. The 

Opening Masses will be at Noon on January 29th Upper & Lower Churches followed by Open House. 

7- Closing Reflection:  This past Monday night, after watching the Bengals/Bills football game and the 

tragic development when Damar Hamlin, the Bills’ safety, collapsed after a tackle, and required life-

saving CPR. We saw within minutes all the players on the field reacting prayerfully and tearfully, while 

kneeling with arms around each other, from both teams, pleading for healing for their team-mate & 

“brother!” I told my 8th graders during our Religion classes that was a “God Moment” when the world 

saw who we can be with the power of prayer!  As prayers continue for Damar’s recovery, I took this 

opportunity to remind our students of the God Moment we have at our disposal each weekend by 

heeding Commandment #3 “Remember to keep holy the Lord’s Day.” God says, stop and see me once a 

week!  (He doesn’t say, when you have time, if you aren’t too sleepy, unless you have a game,  if you 

aren’t too tired…etc.) He is always there for us, as He was in Cincinnati Monday night!  We stop and 

see Him on the weekend because He provides the nourishment (Eucharist) we need to sustain us through 

the week. (An old adage comes to mind: “7 days without the Mass/Eucharist/Church makes one weak.”) 

8-  Please, parents & guardians, our families need a firm foothold in faith and the power of prayer. We 

know that life presents us with challenges, including our children.  It is up to us to teach them that prayer 

gives hope when everything else appears to be hopeless.  We must teach and affirm, in word and 

example, the saving power of prayer for our precious children for their long-term moral health and 

happiness!  Heed the scripture verse of Joshua “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!”  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

           Thank you for your attention to the above.  Be sure to check the school website regularly and any 

attachments. We appreciate your support and consistent encouragement.  Please accept our best wishes for a 

holy, happy, healthy, and richly blessed New Year! Be assured of our prayers for you and yours.  Do not 

hesitate to get in touch if we can help you in any way.  

                                                                                                                            With warm regards, 

 

                                                                                                                           Sister Mildred                         

 

http://www.aopcatholicschools.org/

