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The Pastor Jots It Down…  
 

My dear parishioners of St. John Bosco, 
 

Christ’s peace be with you today and always! 
 

       “Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Christ to them. With one accord, the 
crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip when they heard it” 
       The Samaritans sought Baptism and committed themselves to believe in, accept the teachings of 
and follow the example of Jesus Christ. 
       Then, great things happened, and the scriptures tell us: “There was great joy in that city.” 
       Just think what our parish, our community, our state, our country and our world would be like if 
all of us like the Samaritans sincerely listened to God’s word  -- came to believe, accept and live that 
truth in our daily lives. Then all peoples would live as God created them to be -- both holy and happy. 
       For me the message of the 1st reading can be summed up in one word: EVANGELIZATION. 
       That means bringing the Good News of Jesus into every human situation and seeking to convert 
individuals and society by the power of the Gospel.  This involves proclamation of salvation in Jesus 
and the response of a person in faith. Both are works of the Holy Spirit. 
       On today’s bulletin cover, we see the words of Pope Francis: “EVANGELIZATION is the mis-
sion of the Church, not just of a few, but my, your, our mission.” 
       By virtue of our Baptism, each one of us has been called and sent to evangelize. Each one of us 
has a story of faith which Jesus calls us to share. 
       Some years back our American Bishops wrote a great document entitled: Go and Make Disciples: 
A National Plan and Strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the United States. The strategy of the 
document is just as relevant for today as when it was 1st written.  
       In the 1st Part of the document, our bishops stress the importance of CONVERSION: “…the 

change of our lives that comes about through the power of the Holy Spirit.  All who 
accept the Gospel undergo change as we continually put on the mind of Christ by 
rejecting sin and becoming more faithful disciples in his Church.  Unless we under-
go conversion, we have not truly accepted the Gospel.”  
       The 2nd part of the document gives us the three goals of the strategy: 
1. To bring about in all Catholics such an enthusiasm for their faith that, in living 
their faith in Jesus, they freely SHARE it with others. 
2. To INVITE all people in the US, whatever their social or cultural background to 
hear the message of salvation in Jesus Christ so they may come to join us in the 
fullness of the Catholic Faith. 

3. To FOSTER GOSPEL VALUES in our society, promoting the dignity of the human person, the 
importance of the family, and the common good of our society, so that our nation my continue to be 
transformed by the saving power of Jesus Christ. 
       This, my dear parishioners and friends, is our mission as baptized Catholics and members of St. 
Rosalie and St. John Bosco Churches.  May the Fire of the Holy Spirit, help us deepen our knowledge 
of Christ, the Church, and of Sacred Scripture so that 
we may have the faith and courage to share our faith 
and invite others to know the true Church  while  
fostering gospel values in all areas of our lives  
where we find ourselves. 
God loves you! 
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Italian Teen Who Died in 2009 
Declared Venerable by Pope Francis

	 The	fifth	sainthood	cause	to	move	a	step	
toward	canonization	was	that	of	Italian	teenager	
Matteo	Farina,	who	lived	from	1990	to	2009.	

	 Farina	grew	up	in	a	strong	Christian	family	
in	the	southern	Italian	town	of	Brindisi.	He	was	
very	close	to	his	sister,	Erika.

	 The	parish	where	he	received	the	sacra-
ments	was	under	the	care	of	Capuchin	friars,	from	
whom	he	gained	a	devotion	to	St.	Francis	and	St.	
Padre	Pio.	

	 The	postulator	of	Farina’s	cause	for	sainthood	said	that	from	a	young	age	Farina	had	the	
desire	to	learn	new	things,	always	undertaking	his	activities	with	diligence,	whether	it	was	school	
or	sports	or	his	passion	for	music.

	 Starting	at	eight	years	old,	he	would	receive	the	sacrament	of	reconciliation	often.	He	was	
also	devoted	to	the	Word	of	God.	At	nine	years	old,	he	read	the	entire	Gospel	of	St.	Matthew	as	a	
Lenten	practice.	Farina	also	prayed	the	rosary	every	day.

	 When	he	was	nine	years	old,	he	had	a	dream	in	which	he	heard	St.	Padre	Pio	tell	him	that	if	
he	understood	that	“who	is	without	sin	is	happy,”	he	must	help	others	to	understand	this,	“so	that	
we	can	all	go	together,	happy,	to	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”

	 From	that	point	onward,	Farina	felt	a	strong	desire	to	evangelize,	especially	among	his	
peers,	which	he	did	politely	and	without	presumption.

	 He	once	wrote	about	this	desire,	saying	“I	hope	to	succeed	in	my	mission	to	‘infiltrate’	
among	young	people,	speaking	to	them	about	God	(illuminated	by	God	himself);	I	observe	those	
around	me,	to	enter	among	them	as	silent	as	a	virus	and	infect	them	with	an	incurable	disease,	
Love!”

	 In	September	2003,	a	month	before	his	13th	birthday,	Farina	began	to	have	symptoms	of	
what	would	later	be	diagnosed	as	a	brain	tumor.	As	he	was	undergoing	medical	tests,	he	began	to	



keep	a	journal.	He	called	the	experience	of	the	bad	headaches	and	pain	“one	of	those	adventures	
that	change	your	life	and	that	of	others.	It	helps	you	to	be	stronger	and	to	grow,	above	all	in	faith.”
Over	the	next	six	years,	Farina	would	experience	several	brain	operations	and	undergo	chemother-
apy	and	other	treatments	for	the	tumor.

	 His	love	for	Mary	strengthened	during	this	time	and	he	consecrated	himself	to	the	Immacu-
late	Heart	of	Mary.

	 In	between	hospitalizations,	he	continued	to	live	the	ordinary	life	of	a	teenager:	he	attended	
school,	hung	out	with	his	friends,	formed	a	band,	and	fell	in	love	with	a	girl.	

	 He	later	called	the	chaste	relationship	he	had	with	Serena	during	his	last	two	years	of	life	
“the	most	beautiful	gift”	the	Lord	could	give	him.

	 When	he	was	15,	he	reflected	on	friendship,	saying	“I	would	like	to	be	able	to	integrate	
with	my	peers	without	being	forced	to	imitate	them	in	mistakes.	I	would	like	to	feel	more	involved	
in	the	group,	without	having	to	renounce	my	Christian	principles.	It’s	difficult.	Difficult	but	not	
impossible.”

	 Eventually,	the	teenager’s	condition	worsened	and	after	a	third	surgery	he	became	para-
lyzed	in	his	left	arm	and	leg.	He	would	often	repeat	that	“we	must	live	every	day	as	if	it	were	the	
last,	but	not	in	the	sadness	of	death,	but	rather	in	the	joy	of	being	ready	to	meet	the	Lord!”	Farina	
died	surrounded	by	his	friends	and	family	on	April	24,	2009.	

	 Francesca	Consolini,	the	postulator	of	Farina’s	cause,	wrote	on	a	website	dedicated	to	the	
young	venerable	that	in	him	emerged	“a	deep	inner	commitment	oriented	toward	purifying	his	
heart	from	every	sin”	and	he	experienced	this	spirituality	“not	with	heaviness,	effort	or	pessimism;	
indeed,	from	his	words	there	emerges	constant	trust	in	God,	a	tenacious,	determined	and	serene	
gaze	turned	to	the	future...”

	 Farina	often	thought	about	the	faith	and	the	“difficulty	of	going	against	the	current.”	Con-
cerned	about	a	lack	of	good	faith	education	for	young	people,	he	undertook	this	task	among	his	
own	peers.	

	 He	once	wrote	in	his	journal:	“When	you	feel	that	you	can’t	do	it,	when	the	world	falls	on	
you,	when	every	choice	is	a	critical	decision,	when	every	action	is	a	failure	...	and	you	would	like	
to	throw	everything	away,	when	intense	work	reduces	you	to	the	limit	of	strength	...	take	time	to	
take	care	of	your	soul,	love	God	with	your	whole	being	and	reflect	his	love	for	others.

Credit:	Vatican	May	6,	2020

Hannah	Brockhaus/CNA



 

 

   Mass Intentions  
 

          May 16 8:00am +Maria Tran Thi Niem 

  5:00pm +May & Ruiz Families 

   +Jacqueline G. Guillot 

   +Penelope Solis 

   +Maria Nguyen Huy Chuong 

   +Peter John Paul Nguyen 

   +Joseph Lai Duc Anh 

   +Robert & Notile Klein 

   +Frances, Darlene & Donna Hefti 

   +Della & Charles Perry 

   +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen 

   +Theresa Cindy Cao 

          May 17 7:30am +Marilyn DeBlanc 

  9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

  11:00am +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung 

   +Marie‐Katie Ducote 

   +Joseph & Anna  

   +Souls in Purgatory 

   +Anna Tran Thi Phuong 

  5:00pm +Dale DeHart  

          May 18 7:00am Happy Birthday Holly Hecker 

          May 19 7:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

          May 20 7:00am +Ha Xuan Du, AOD  5/21 

          May 21 7:00am Ascension of the Lord 

          May 22 7:00am +Evan Coobs 

          May 23 8:00am +Maria Tran Thi Niem 

            5:00pm +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung 

   +Jacqueline G. Guillot 

   +Vicente Nguyen Van Ky 

   +Peter John Paul Nguyen 

   +Joseph Lai Duc Anh 

   +Souls in Purgatory 

   +Fr. Michael Fraser 

   +Cheryl Perry Smith 

   +Peter Jimmy Pham, AOD 5/21 

   +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen 

          May 24 7:30am +Vernon Guillot 

   Thanksgiving to St. Jude 

   +DeBlanc Family 

   +Bill Fishel 

   Happy Birthday Vincent T. Bui 

   +Anna Tran Thi Phuong 

   +Vu Ngoc Huyen 

            9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

  11:00am +Charles & Genevieve Darsey 

  5:00pm +Penelope Solis 

 

S  C  
 

is in memory of 
 

Fr. Don Delaney, sdb 

B   W  
 

Celebration of the Eucharist  
is in memory of 

 

Deceased Parishioners 

Submissions to the Parish Bulletin are welcome.  
Please submit all material at  
least ten (10) days prior to 

office@saintjohnboscochurch.org. 

Vocation Prayer Intention 
 

 
May 15—21  

please pray for  
graduates to be open  
to God’s call for them 

  
 

This intention is very special this year as we 
know in-person graduation ceremonies have 
been disrupted by the pandemic. We pray for 
these wonderful young people to still feel the 

love, support, and recognition of our  
communities and works! 

Novena to Mary, Help of Christians 
 
Most holy and Immaculate Virgin, Help of  
Christians, we place ourselves under your mother-
ly protection. Throughout the Church’s history, you 
have helped Christians in times of trial, temptation, 
and danger. Time and time again, you have proven to 
be the Refuge of sinners, the Hope of the hopeless, 
the Consoler of the afflicted, and the Comforter of 
the dying. We promise to be faithful disciples of  
Jesus Christ, your Son, to proclaim His Good News 
of God’s love for all people, and to work for peace 
and justice in our world. With faith in your interces-
sion, we pray for the Church, for our family and 
friends, for the poor and abandoned, and all the  
dying. Grant, O Mary, Help of Christians, the graces 
of which we stand in need. (Mention yourintentions.) 
May we serve Jesus with fidelity and love until 
death. Help us and our loved ones to attain the 
boundless joy of being forever with our Father in 
heaven. Amen.      


