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The Pastor Jots It Down…  

 
My dear parishioners of St. John Bosco, 
 
 On this Pentecost Sunday, I greet you with the words of Jesus to Mary and the Apostles:  
Peace be with you! 
 Peace is a biproduct of our striving for holiness and happiness.  Sin bogs us down in our 
journey to holiness and happiness. 
 Jesus knowing us better than we know ourselves, knew that because of original sin, we 
would have to struggle to avoid sin in our lives. 
 In our Gospel passage today, Jesus tells the fearful disciples: “Peace be with you”.  Jesus 
desire not only for those gathered in that room, but Jesus’ desire for each and everyone of us.  
He wants us to have His peace.  Jesus, knowing that sin takes away our peace, in his great love 
He gave us the Sacrament of Peace, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament of  
Confession. 
 Jesus told His apostles: “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 
them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 We have such a great a sacrament that can do so much for us as we journey along the 
pathway of life.  It’s a shame that so few of us make regular use of this wonderful sacrament…
we are losing out on so many graces that can help us on the pathway to holiness, happiness and 
peace. 
 In reading books about alcoholism, drug addiction, pornography addition, the need for 
being fully transparent with another is seen as a non-negotiable in the recovery process. To be 
fully healed there can be no secrets.  We must look at ourselves honestly, admit to ourselves, 
and share with another. 
 At times, out of fear, about what Father may think of me, we put off going to confession 
or we spend some time tweaking what we have done so that it doesn’t sound so bad…like the 
fellow who stole a yacht and confessed that he stole a rope. True, he did steal the rope that the 
boat was moored with, but he held back the important fact that a yacht was attached to the 
rope.  Not being honest with the priest in confession, doesn’t bring one peace but only gets one 
mired in further sin – the sin of sacrilege -- abusing the gift of God’s mercy in the  
sacrament. 
 Traditionally, Lent and Easter are the seasons, when one hasn’t been to confession in the 
past year receive the sacrament.  This year because of the pandemic, it was difficult finding 
churches where confessions were scheduled.  Know that in these upcoming days, we are  
having drive through confessions at St. Rosalie (at chapel doors) and St. John Bosco (at main 
entrance to church) on Wednesdays from 6:30 pm – 7 pm and on Sundays from 10:30 am 
through 12 Noon.    
 

Lord, send forth your spirit and renew  
the face of the earth. 
Lord, send forth your spirit and renew  
the face of the earth. 
 

God loves you! 
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The Manifestation of 
Sanctifying Grace
 The Catholic Church recognizes seven gifts of the Holy Spirit; 
a listing of these gifts is found in Isaiah 11:2-3. (Saint Paul writes 
of "manifestations of the Spirit" in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, and some 
Protestants use that list to come up with nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
but these are not the same as the ones recognized by the Catholic 
Church.)
 The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are present in their fullness 
in Jesus Christ, but they are also found in all Christians who are in a 
state of grace. We receive them when we are infused with sanctifying 
grace, the life of God within us – as, for example, when we receive a 
sacrament worthily. We first receive the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit 
in the Sacrament of Baptism; these gifts are strengthened in the Sac-
rament of Confirmation, which is one of the reasons why the Catholic 
Church teaches that confirmation is properly viewed as the comple-
tion of baptism.
 As the current Catechism of the Catholic Church (para. 1831) 
notes, the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit "complete and perfect the vir-
tues of those who receive them." Infused with His gifts, we respond 
to the promptings of the Holy Spirit as if by instinct, the way Christ 
Himself would.

Wisdom
Wisdom is the first and highest gift of the Holy Spirit because it 
is the perfection of the theological virtue of faith. Through wis-
dom, we come to value properly those things which we believe 
through faith. The truths of Christian belief are more important 
than the things of this world, and wisdom helps us to order our 
relationship to the created world properly, loving Creation for 
the sake of God, rather than for its own sake.

Understanding
Understanding is the second gift of the Holy Spirit, and people 
sometimes have a hard time understanding (no pun intended) 
how it differs from wisdom. While wisdom is the desire to con-
template the things of God, understanding allows us to grasp, at 
least in a limited way, the very essence of the truths of the Cath-
olic faith. Through understanding, we gain a certitude about our 
beliefs that moves beyond faith.
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Counsel
Counsel, the third gift of the Holy Spirit, is the perfection of the cardinal virtue of prudence. 
Prudence can be practiced by anyone, but counsel is supernatural. Through this gift of the Holy 
Spirit, we can judge how best to act almost by intuition. Because of the gift of counsel, Chris-
tians need not fear to stand up for the truths of the Faith, because the Holy Spirit will guide us 
in defending those truths.

Fortitude
While counsel is the perfection of a cardinal virtue, fortitude is both a gift of the Holy Spirit 
and a cardinal virtue. Fortitude is ranked as the fourth gift of the Holy Spirit because it gives us 
the strength to follow through on the actions suggested by the gift of counsel. While fortitude 
is sometimes called courage, it goes beyond what we normally think of as courage. Fortitude is 
the virtue of the martyrs that allows them to suffer death rather than to renounce the Christian 
Faith.

Knowledge
The fifth gift of the Holy Spirit, knowledge, is often confused with both wisdom and under-
standing. Like wisdom, knowledge is the perfection of faith, but whereas wisdom gives us the 
desire to judge all things according to the truths of the Catholic Faith, knowledge is the actual 
ability to do so. Like counsel, it is aimed at our actions in this life. In a limited way, knowledge 
allows us to see the circumstances of our life the way that God sees them. Through this gift of 
the Holy Spirit, we can determine God's purpose for our lives and live them accordingly.

Piety
Piety, the sixth gift of the Holy Spirit, is the perfection of the virtue of religion. While we tend 
to think of religion today as the external elements of our faith, it really means the willingness 
to worship and to serve God. Piety takes that willingness beyond a sense of duty so that we 
desire to worship God and to serve Him out of love, the way that we desire to honor our parents 
and do what they wish.

Fear of the Lord
The seventh and final gift of the Holy Spirit is the fear of the Lord, and perhaps no other gift of 
the Holy Spirit is so misunderstood. We think of fear and hope as opposites, but the fear of the 
Lord confirms the theological virtue of hope. This gift of the Holy Spirit gives us the desire not 
to offend God, as well as the certainty that God will supply us the grace that we need in order 
to keep from offending Him. Our desire not to offend God is more than simply a sense of duty; 
like piety, the fear of the Lord arises out of love.

More Simply:
Wisdom makes us see all things in the light of God and inspires us to seek Him above all things.
Understanding helps us understand the word of God and the doctrines of faith.
Counsel encourages us to follow the solution that most matches the glory of God and the good of others.                                                                                                 
Fortitude helps us overcome difficulties with faith.
Knowledge helps us see the world from God’s perspective.
Piety moves us to treat God with the trust which a child treats his father.
Fear of the Lord compels us to flee from sin and always choose to please God.
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   Mass Intentions  
 

          May 30 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

  5:00pm +Jacqueline G. Guillot 

   +Peter John Paul Nguyen 

   +Joseph Lai Duc Anh 

   +Souls in Purgatory 

   +Peter Jimmy Pham 

   +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen 

   +Estelle Allen, AOD 

   +Ronald Landry 

   +Abdon & Quiaoit Families 

   +Joseph Vu Quoc Tuan 

   +Theresa Cindy Cao 

   +Maria Tran Thi Niem 

          May 31 7:30am +Douglas Ferrer, AOD 

            9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

  11:00am +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung 

   Happy Birthday Vincent T. Bui 

   +Anna Tran Thi Phuong 

   +Vu Ngoc Huyen 

   Happy Birthday Deacon Kevin Steel 

   +Willie Lonon 

   +Tina B. Green 

  5:00pm +Penelope Solis 

          June 1 7:00am +Paul Nha Chu 

          June 2 7:00am +John Hop Tran 

          June 3 7:00am +Fr. Don Delaney, sdb 

          June 4 7:00am +Alberto Abdon Quiaoit, AOD 6/5 

          June 5 7:00am +Raymond Saulino, AOD 

          June 6 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

  5:00pm +Neil J. Folse, Jr. 

   +Laverna ‘Lee’ Nunnery, MOB 

   +Alberto Abdon Quiaoit, AOD 6/5 

   +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung 

   +Mathew Foret 

   +Oren Breaux, Sr. 

   +Jacqueline G. Guillot 

   +Doug Trauth, Sr. 

   +Penelope Solis 

   +Dominico Nguyen Huy Chuong 

   +Peter John Paul Nguyen 

   +Joseph Lai Duc Anh 

   +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen 

   +Rose S. & Joseph Bordlee 

   +Dale Hymel 

          June 7 7:30am +Estelle & William Allen 

            9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

  11:00am +Vu Ngoc Huyen 

  5:00pm +Peter Nguyen Van Khoan 

   +Anna Tran Thi Phuong 

   +Maria Tran Thi Niem 

S  C  
 

is in memory of 
 

Dale & JoAnn Hymel 
Anniversary 

B   W  
 

Celebration of the Eucharist  
is in memory of 

 

Dale Hymel 

Please submit all bulletin requests at  
least ten (10) days prior to 

office@saintjohnboscochurch.org. 

Vocation Prayer Intention 
 

 
May 29 - June 4  
please pray for  

Br. Lenny Carlino,  
Br. Steve DeMaio, and  

Br. Craig Spence  
who will be ordained to the diaconate  

Daily Prayer 
Lord, bless our Salesian Family  

Members with apostolic zeal. 
Lord, send good and worthy workers  

into the vineyard. 
Lord, assist the young in their  

vocational discernment. 
Lord, bless families with the gifts  

of faith, love and charity. 
For the Salesian Mission  
Intention of the month. 

For the intentions of our Holy Father,  
Pope Francis. 

Thank you, Lord, for these recent  
blessings: 1) 2) 3) 

Today, Lord, help me: 1) 2) 3) 
I ask all these things in Jesus Name. Amen. 


