
One does not live on bread alone, 
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The Pastor Jots It Down…  

 

Dear Parishioners of St. John Bosco, 
 

Grace and peace be with you always! 
 

Our scriptures today speak about eating, drinking, grain, wine, milk, loaves and fishes. 
 

Not eating and not drinking over time causes hunger and thirst. 
 

 According to an online dictionary hunger is defined as “a feeling of discomfort or weakness caused by       

lack of food, coupled with the desire to eat.”  Thirst is defined as “a feeling of needing or wanting to drink 

something”. 
 

 On a physical plane, our bodies automatically sense when we are hungry and thirsty. With healthy people, 

the response is a desire to eat and drink. When we consciously stop eating and drinking, we become weak,  

dehydrated, suffer a loss of energy and body tone, become more prone to disease, etc. 

On a spiritual level, we also need spiritual food and nourishment, lest we starve our spiritual lives, drift away 

from God and give in more frequently to the lies of Satan.   
 

 Today, our Alleluia verse, “One does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 

mouth of God” calls us to nourish our lives not only physically, but spiritually as well with the Scriptures. 
 

St. Jerome boldly declared that, “Ignorance of scripture is ignorance of Christ.”  
 

 Deacon Charles Rohrbacher, in an article entitled ALONG the WAY, states: “ By ignorance, I think that 

Jerome is not so much talking about a lack of academic formation in the scriptures—as necessary and indis-

pensable as biblical scholarship is for our understanding of the sacred text. Rather, I think he is speaking     

primarily of how a failure on our part to enter personally and deeply into the word of God is an obstacle to  

truly knowing Jesus, the incarnate Word of God.”  
 

 To live our faith, we need to ponder the Scriptures, know Jesus, and conform our lives with his teachings 

and example. We need to be nourished by the Word of God. 
 

 We also need to be nourished by our weekly Eucharist, our food for eternal life. The Eucharist strengthens 

our love for Jesus and helps us daily walk more closely in his footsteps. 
 

The example we give our family members, fellow parishioners and co-workers is of paramount importance. 
 

 In an anonymous survey with our confirmandi, I asked them about their Sunday Mass attendance, their 

daily prayer life, and their use of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I was amazed by the number who don’t  

attend Sunday Mass (pre-pandemic), who don’t have a daily rhythm of prayer, and who don’t make use of the 

Sacrament of Confession (pre-pandemic). 
 

 Some of the students in explaining why said that their 

families were not religious and don’t go to Sunday Mass 

or Confession and they were not old enough to drive 

themselves. 
 

 Let’s not spiritually starve ourselves and our children.  

I’m sure we all want what is best for ourselves and our 

children. Let’s model the Christian life to the best of our 

ability. 
 

God loves you! 
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Why Should We Tithe? 
Don’t Get All Nervous 
and Sweaty Yet
by Alli Wiseman 

Edited and adapted for St. Rosalie and 
St. John Bosco Parishes by Fr. Mark Hyde
For Private Use Only

The tithe is a tricky topic. It’s tempting to tune out when your pastor brings up generosity in the 
homily or for that matter in the parish bulletin or in the announcements after communion. But be-
fore you get all nervous and sweaty about tithing, be at peace. The tithe gets a bad rap, but it can 
be a very freeing principle. So, why should we tithe? 

But fi rst, let’s talk about what tithing is not. It wasn’t some mastermind scheme invented by a 
bunch of church leaders to con you into giving. It’s not something you do to make God love you 
more. And it’s also not supposed to be something that makes you feel all sweaty, awkward, and 
guilty. So, go ahead and shake off  those lies about tithing and take a deep breath. You don’t need 
to feel guilted into giving. In fact, God is looking for people to give with cheerful, willing hearts. 

Now, you might be wondering, what even is tithing? Is it a fancy word Christians made up?  Tithe 
means “tenth,” so to tithe means to give the fi rst 10 percent of what you make back to God as an 
act of worship. The tithe was God’s idea, and it’s actually good for us. We see in Leviticus 27:30 
that a tithe of what we have not only belongs to God but also is holy. 

Tithing is something God asks us to do not because He needs our money but because He wants 
our hearts.

So, why should we tithe? Is it a litmus test of how Christian you are? Not in the slightest. Tithing 
is something God asks us to do not because He needs our money but because He wants our hearts. 
Remember that God is a good God. He’s a loving Father. So, when He asks us to do something, 
it’s from a deep place of love—knowing what we need even more than we do. God is inviting us 
to tithe not because He wants something from us but because He has a better life for us when we 
choose to put Him fi rst. 

Tithing is an opportunity to trust God and remember that He is our ultimate provider. But here’s 
the thing: When we tithe, we’re actually not even “giving” at all. Everything we have is a gift from 
God, so we’re just returning to God what’s already His in the fi rst place. 



If that weren’t enough, God actually promises to bless our tithe. 

A disclaimer here. Just because you tithe doesn’t mean your life is going to be all sunshine and 
roses. Your car and/or truck will still probably break down sometimes. Your kids or grandkids will 
probably still need money for 
that school fundraiser. The 
blessings may not always be 
financial. Now, they certainly 
could be. There are lots of 
stories of people who gave 
with faith and ended up re-
ceiving something in return. 

But regardless of the outcome, our job is obedience, and God honors that with something more 
important than material things. 

When God asks for our heart, and He gets it, He fills it with Himself. And giving some of what we 
have to get more of God sure seems like a worthwhile investment.

Still skeptical and/or sweaty about the tithe? We get it. But when you tithe, God shows up. Living 
off 90 percent of our income with God’s blessing is always better than 100 percent without it. You 
feel margin, even when you logically shouldn’t. Things just seem to have more peace. Maybe you 
find more relational blessings, like new friendships and relationships. Or maybe those weekly (or 
daily) arguments with your spouse about money just stop happening so often because your priori-
ties make more sense. 

The fact is, stuff will never fulfill you the way Jesus does. In fact, Jesus once met a rich young 
person who wasn’t willing to give up his money for God’s mission. And the rich fellow walked 
away feeling sad (Luke 18:18-25). The point of that story isn’t to make you think having stuff is 
bad. It’s to show you that we were created to love God more than stuff, and it’s important to have 
those priorities in the right order. 

So, to tithe is to worship and honor a God who gave it all to you in the first place.  We can start liv-
ing generous lives that improve the world around us. And that sounds like a goal worth pursuing. 
So maybe we can all just stop getting so nervous about the tithe and take God up on His promise.

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olphrc.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F03%2Flent.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olphrc.org%2Fevent%2Fmidday-masses-everyday-during-lent%2F&docid=PYasmEzFRIqYUM&tbnid=dStI7ieaXWZGOM%3A&vet=10ahUKEw


My Journey from Atheist to CatholicMy Journey from Atheist to Catholic

Leah Libresco is a writer and school systems analyst based in Washington, D.C. A former atheist blogger and 
writer for the Huffington Post, Ms. Libresco stunned her readers in summer 2012 when she announced that she 
was converting to Catholicism. Raised in an atheist household on Long Island, she had graduated from Yale     
University in 2011 with a B.A. in political science.

 I grew up on Long Island, where most of the people I knew were non-religious Jews. So, 
religion was so far from most of our minds that, when I was in AP European History, and we 
were learning about the Reformation, one of my classmates raised his hand to ask if Lutherans 
still existed.

 The main exposure I had to religion was through politics (I was the kind of kid who 
hurried home to watch “Crossfire”). When your experience of Christianity is filtered through 
politics, you wind up only seeing whatever parts of Christianity are most tied to current cultural 
controversies, and all of theology seems interesting only insofar as it informs policy preferences.

How and why did you become a self-professed atheist?
 There wasn’t really a time when I wasn’t an atheist. My parents are both atheists, so that’s 
how I was raised. Religion didn’t really rise to the level of plausibility for me to think about 
denying it as a major part of my identity, any more than “UFO skeptic” is how anyone would 
introduce themselves.

As an undergraduate student at Yale, how did you experience religion?
 Yale was the first time I met and talked to smart, interesting Christians. I joined the Yale 
Political Union as a freshman, which is a debating society. I say society, not team, because com-
petitive college is a very different beast than what the YPU did. Debate teams practice rhetoric 
and clever reasoning, training to argue any side of an issue as adeptly as possible to be awarded a 



win by a judge. In the YPU, we only made arguments we actually agreed with, and score wasn’t 
kept in points, but in conversions (not just religious ones—someone leaving behind Objectivism 
counted), and there was as much honor in admitting you were wrong as in forcing an opponent 
to admit that she was.

 So, when I started coming to debates, I was suddenly hearing from thoughtful, creative 
Christians, and, because the weekly debates covered such a broad range of topics (everything 
from “R: Legalize Prostitution” to “R: End America’s Special Relationship with Israel” to “R: 
Guillotines are the Greatest Thing Since Sliced Bread” [it was a death penalty/vengeance de-
bate]). I started hearing about how Christianity played a role in every facet of my classmates’ 
lives, not just how it shaped their votes.

 It turned out that a lot of the atheist writings I’d read were pitched toward rebutting con-
temporary American fundamentalist Protestantism and had ill-prepared me for picking fights 
with the Catholic and Orthodox people I was meeting at Yale. So, I settled in to listen to their 
speeches, read the books they recommended, and sharpen my arguments.

What drew you to the Catholic Church?
 Like Alasdair MacIntyre, I kind of found my way into virtue ethics and, once I was con-
vinced that was the most likely model for how morality works, I had to figure out what virtue 
ethics implied, and I wound up believing that it was the Catholic faith. Virtue ethics is a system 
of moral reasoning that is very focused on the changes that choices produce in the moral actor 
making them. The goal is for us not to do good, but to become good -- developing a practical 
wisdom and sensitivity to conscience that guides our actions.

Catholicism seemed to be pointed at the same end. The Catholic Church wants to help us to 
become Christ-like, not just to make the correct choices while remaining analytically removed 
from them. This focus helps answer the question of why we care so much about human flourish-
ing, in the first place. We’re not just trying to create more or happier humans because that’s what 
we can measure (as some forms of utilitarianism seem to do), but because humans have this 
unique potential to know and love the good, and to be changed as the result of that love. 

All of our ethics is aimed at becoming most fully ourselves (which is to say, again, like Christ), 
and all of our practical, quotidian choices are aimed at offering and receiving love from others, 
to learn how to participate in God’s love for us.

This teleological focus attracted me, as did some of its consequences—the prizing of all people 
for this potential, to the point where we could echo Martin Luther King’s statement, “I love you. 
I would rather die than hate you.” No one is discardable in this framework.

                                                                                                                       
For more information about Leah’s faith journey go to: 

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith
/2015/01/14/my-journey-atheist-catholic-11-questions-leah-libresco



 Mass Intentions 

 August 1 8:00am +Billy Sanders 

5:00pm +Neil Folse Sr. & Jr. 

+Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung

+Mathew Foret

+Oren & Rita Breaux, Sr.

+Jacqueline G. Guillot

+Doug Trauth, Sr., MOB

+Penelope Solis

+Joseph Vu Quoc Tuan

+Peter John Paul Nguyen

+Joseph Lai Duc Anh

+John Baptist Tuan Nguyen

+Peter Jimmy Pham

+Rose S. & Joseph Bordlee, Jr.

+Wayne Delaune

 August 2 7:30am +Deacon Charles Duhe, AOD 8/13 

9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

11:00am  +Billy Sanders  

 August 3 7:00am +Bill Fishel 

 August 4 7:00am Happy Birthday Mike Brehm (8/5) 

 August 5 7:00am +Joseph DeBlanc, Jr., AOD 

 August 6 7:00am +Nolan Baudoin, Sr., AOD 

 August 7 7:00am +Penelope Solis, AOD 

 August 8 8:00am +Joseph Nguyen Triet Ly 

5:00pm +Maria Vuy 

+Jacqueline G. Guillot

+Dominico Nguyen Huy Chuong

+Peter John Paul Nguyen

+Joseph Lai Duh Anh

+John Hefti

+Robert & Notile Klein

+John Baptist Tuan Nguyen

+Theresa Cindy Cao

+Souls in Purgatory

+Wayne Delaune

 August 9 7:30am +Guillermo & Candida Calimlim 

9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 

      11:00am +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung 

+Maria Quoc Quynh Thi Ho, AOD

+John Bastixita Khoan Van Chu

+Ronald C. Jacobs

+Jane R. Paretti

+Penelope Solis

Sanctuary Candle 
+Nolan Baudoin, Sr.

Anniversary of Death

Bread and Wine 
Celebration of the Eucharist 

+Nolan Baudoin, Sr.

Anniversary of Death

Please submit all bulletin requests at 
least ten (10) days prior to 

office@saintjohnboscochurch.org. 

In Our Parish… 

Come Lord Jesus Bible Study - 
Wednesday & Thursday 6:30pm 

Conference Room 

Rosary -  
Every Thursday at 10am in Church 

Perpetual Adoration - 
Contact - stjohnbosco@adorationservants.org or 

EdithMeaux@cox.net  

July Donations 

7/5/20  Weekly $3,525.00 

Maintenance      776.00 

7/12/20 Weekly $3,367.00 

       2nd Collection—Haiti       600.00 

7/19/20  Weekly  $3,472.00 

2nd Collection—B&I       287.00 

7/26/20 Weekly $3,636.00 

Online Giving $5,166.00 

   TOTAL DONATIONS     $20,829.00 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Pope's Prayer Intention - August 

The Maritime World 

We pray for all those 

who work and live  

from the sea,  

among them sailors,  

fishermen,  

and their families. 


