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This is our vocation: 
Love God with your whole heart, mind and soul.  
Love your neighbor as yourself.
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The Pastor Jots It Down…  
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Churches, 

 Greetings in the Lord for a Blessed, Safe and Relaxing Labor Day Weekend! 

 Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor movement and is dedicated 
to the social and economic achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute 
to the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country. 

 As we think of our civic celebration of Labor Day and give thanks to God for the goodness of 
our American Labor force, let us also remember our vocation as laborers in the vineyard tasked with 
building God’s Kingdom here on earth. 

 Today, we can ask ourselves about the balance between our earthly work and our work in build-
ing God’s Kingdom, the fulfilment of God’s will on earth. 

 God the Father sent Jesus, not only to show his great love for us in atoning for our sins, but also 
to show us how to live to bring about the coming of God’s Kingdom. 

 The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John contain the blueprints for building God’s King-
dom on earth. When was the last time we prayerfully read through each of these Gospels, to remind 
ourselves of how Jesus lived His life and how he is calling us today to follow in His footsteps and 
build up God’s Kingdom in our day and in the circumstances of daily life? 

 In our Alleluia Verse today, we heard, or we will hear: God was reconciling the world to him-
self in Christ and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  

 This verse was taken from St. Paul’s 2nd Letter to the Corinthians.  Looking at it in context with 
the preceding and subsequent verses we read the following:  

 18. And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and given us  
  the ministry of reconciliation, 

 19. namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting their                              
  trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  

 20. So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us. We implore  
  you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  

 In these verses, St Paul tells us that Christ reconciled us to God and that the Church through its 
priests carry on the ministry of reconciliation.  In verse 20 he implores the Corinthians to be recon-
ciled to God. 

 I’m sure St. Paul’s message to us today, would be the same: “Be Reconciled to God.”           
This coming Wednesday, September 9th, we will 
join with the Archdiocese in having an opportunity 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 5:00 to 
6:30pm at both Churches. As usual, we will begin 
with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and con-
clude with Benediction.  This will take the place of 
our regular Wednesday 7-8 pm Adoration/Confession 
Hour. 
 

God loves you! 
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September 2020 

 
To: Clergy, Religious and Laity of the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 
It is our archdiocesan tradition to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation, better known as 
confession, on a weekday evening near the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross.  I am pleased 
to inform you that many people in the Archdiocese of New Orleans have taken advantage of 
this opportunity. 
 
This year confessions will be available on Wednesday, September 9, 2020 from 5:00 PM – 
6:30 PM.  Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to invite the healing Christ 
into your heart with his promise of mercy. 
 
Pope Francis in talking about our weakness and sin said, “Jesus does not want to beat us and 
condemn us. He gave his life for us … He is always looking for a way to get to the heart … 
there is forgiveness.” 
 
Please consider having your family come to church together for Confession on Wednesday, 
September 9. 
 
Wishing you God’s blessings, I am 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond 
Archbishop of New Orleans 
 
GMA/mk 
 



You’ll learn something new. Reading is a source of new knowledge. Even if it’s 
just a new fact or a new word to enhance your vocabulary, books contain valuable 
information that you might not otherwise learn.

Reading stimulates the brain. It exercises the brain like a muscle, keeping it strong 
and healthy. Studies have shown that keeping the mind active by reading decreases 
the  chances  of  (and  may  entirely  prevent)  dementia  as  well  as  Alzheimer’s 
disease. The  cognitive  stimulation  also  sharpens  the mind and  improves  focus 
and concentration.

Reading relaxes the mind and relieves stress. When you focus on a good book, 
your mind gets distracted from other things such as harmful stress. Studies have 
shown  that  readers  tend  to  have  lower  stress  levels  compared  to  non-readers. 
Reading also helps in decreasing depression and improving a person’s mood.

Aside from improving focus and concentration, reading improves the memory as 
well. All the characters, settings, and plots you remember from the book stimulate 
the part of the brain which controls the memory and exercises it, thus improving 
your overall memory.

Reading is cheaper than most other hobbies out there; it saves you money while 
being a  source of  entertainment. You can even go  to  the  library which houses 
numerous books for you to borrow free of charge. Just remember to return them 
on time (which shouldn’t be a problem considering the memory boost you’ll be 
getting from all that reading)!

Reading  improves writing  skills. Almost  like  artists  learn  from  observing  and 
analyzing other well-known artists, well-written books can influence the way you 
write. Many  authors  have  improved  their  craft  by  observing  the  style  of  their 
favorite writers.

Edited from: https://www.daily-choices.com/ by fmh
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The Wisdom Segment: 

  Reading a Book
The Wisdom Segment: 

  Reading a Book
Reading has always been very beneficial. 
Here are six reasons why you should pick up and 
read a good book:



West Bank High School of Religion
2020-2021

Who participates in this program?
    WBHSR is open to public high school students who are not currently receiving religious instruction.  
New students should register the summer before their 9th grade year and continue through the 11th grade. 
    In some cases, a student may have to continue in the WBHSR during their 12th grade year if they did 
not begin the program in the 9th grade and are being confirmed as a 12th grader.  This is allowed as long as 
the student is still under 18 years of age.   
  Catholic high school students do NOT have to participate in this program, however, they may if they wish.

What is the purpose of WBHSR?
    This program is a continuation of CCD classes after elementary and middle school.  These classes are 
required for those who attend public school and are planning on being confirmed in the 11th grade. 

I’m getting ready to start the 11th grade.  
Can I still register for WBHSR and be confirmed?
    An 11th grader may register only if he or she can provide proof of attendance in a religious education 
program up to that point.  Otherwise, he or she will have to wait and be confirmed as an adult which will 
require a different set of classes.  

How do I register for WBHSR?
    Students register at their home parish.  A registration sheet must be filled out with a student fee attached.  
The fee is currently $40 per student.  Checks should be made out to the church parish.    

When and where do the classes meet?
    WBHSR meets one Saturday each month starting in September (we will begin in October  in 2020 
due to covid) and ending in May (a brief mandatory parent/student meeting will be held in September).  A 
schedule of dates will be given.  We will use classrooms at St. Cletus School in Gretna.  Classes begin at 
9:00 a.m. and end at 12:00 noon.  A snack break is provided during the session.  

Is this a Confirmation preparation program?
    These  religion  classes  are  required  in  order  to  be  confirmed  as  a  high  school  student.   However, 
each parish will usually require service hours as well as additional meetings for 11th grade Confirmation 
candidates shortly before the ceremony.  

Does WBHSR handle my service hours or retreats for Confirmation?
    No.  Each parish handles its own service hours, organizes retreats and plans the actual Confirmation 
ceremony.     

Who should I call if I have any other questions?

Renee McGann
Cell 504-421-0329    

Email:  Mc4crak@yahoo.com  
Revised 8/20/20
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We are in the process of considering what religious 
education will look like for the upcoming school 
year. Anyone interested in the CCD or Westbank 
High School of  Religion program, please contact 

the church office, 504.340.0444.  
 

PLEASE do not wait until the last minute - 
 this information is critical in assisting the  

leaders make a final decision. 
 

At this time classes are expected  
to begin in October. 

 
WESTBANK HIGH SCHOOL  

OF RELIGION 
 

There will be a parent meeting  
Saturday, September 12, 2020 at 10am in the  

St. Cletus Church Cafeteria 

R.C.I.A. 
 

Classes begin Sunday, September 20th at 9am at 
St. Rosalie Parish Center (upstairs). If you have 

been baptized Catholic and have not made your First 
Communion or Confirmation and would like to pre-
pare for either; or if you are interested in becoming 

Catholic you should register for the R.C.I.A.  
Catholics interested in learning more about their 

faith are also welcome. 
For more information, contact the church office. 

 

Not What I Imagined, But Very Beautiful 
A Reflection by Br. Tom Junis, SDB 

Originally published in the Salesian News, August 27, 2020 
 
 On Friday, August 14, 2020 I renewed my vows in Marrero, LA. My renewal this year was a good 
idea of the reality of our Salesian mission. As I finished a full day of teaching, the laptop stopped work-
ing as I taught online students. Next, I worked with the school’s technical support person—and was al-
most late for my own renewal. 

 During my vow renewal, which took place on the 
Vigil of the Assumption, Fr. Lou Molinelli gave a  
homily on the celebration of the gift of religious      
consecration and witness the renewal of my “Fiat.” 

 “Our Blessed Mother, our Queen of Heaven and 
Earth, is the model of what we can become with the 
grace of God,” exclaimed Fr. Lou. “Tonight, become 
even more her beloved Son. Listen to the Word of God 
with faith, and even when you go through difficulties 
and trials, even when it seems the world stands in     
opposition to you, rely on the gift you have been given 
in your religious consecration, and hold firm to your 
‘Fiat’ as you await God’s promised fulfillment of    
eternal life.” 

 Although we had hoped to celebrate my renewal at an all-school mass, we couldn’t due to the pandem-
ic. Nonetheless, I felt very supported in my renewal since we celebrated it as a Salesian community along 
with the Salesian Sisters. Additionally, an announcement went on my vow renewal throughout the school. A 
number of the school staff and students congratulated me and said they were praying for me. Overall, it was 
not what I imagined my renewal would be like, but it was still very beautiful. I am grateful for the supportive 
community I have around me.                                    

CONFIRMATION 
Any high school junior or senior interested in  
making their Confirmation must attend classes as 
mandated by the Archdiocese of New Orleans.  
For registration information, contact the church  
office at 504.340.0444. Classes begin in October. 

Religious Education Programs 



 

 

 Announcements  Mass Intentions  
    

Saturday, September 5 
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 
 5:00pm +Dale Hymel 
   +Jacqueline G. Guillot 
   +Penelope Solis 
   +Peter John Paul Nguyen 
   +Joseph Lai Duc Anh 
   +Neil Folse, Sr. 
   +Wayne Delaune 
   +Agnes Tu 
   +Peter Blum, MOB 9/10 
   +Mathew Foret 
   +Oren, Sr. & Rita Breaux 
   +Doug Trauth, Sr., AOD 9/22 
   +Dominico Nguyen Huy Chuong 
   +John Hefti 
   +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen 
   +Rose S. & Joseph Bordlee, Jr. 
   Special Intentions 
   Hilary Clark 
   +Laura Baber 
Sunday, September 6 
 9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco 
        11:00am +Douglas F. Ferrer 
   +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung 
   +Phanxico Xavie Duong My, AOD 9/3 
   +Marjorie Smith 
   +Anna Tran Thi Phuong 
   +Mary Ramos 
   +Deceased Ramos Family 
   +Deceased Monreal Family 
   +Jimmy Miller 
   +Gregory ‘Peanut’ Evans 
   Special Intentions 
Monday, September 7 
 7:00am +Paul Nha Chu 
Tuesday, September 8 
 7:00am +Brad Carmadelle, MOB 
Wednesday, September 9 
 7:00am +Maria Vieng Pham 
Thursday, September 10 
 7:00am +John Hop Tran 
Friday, September 11 
 7:00am Thanksgiving for successful surgery 
Saturday, September 12 
 8:00am Conversion of Sinners 
      5:00pm +Neil J. Folse, Jr., AOD 9/15 
   +Neil J. Folse, Sr. 
   +Matha Tran Hang 
   +May & Ruiz Families 
   +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung 
   +Jacqueline G. Guillot 
   +Maria Nguyen Thi Chuong 
   +Peter John Paul Nguyen 
   +Joseph Lai Duc Anh 
   +Robert & Notile Klein 
   +Frances, Darlene & Donna Hefti 
   +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen 
   +Theresa Cindy Cao 
   +Louis Christophe 
   +Wayne Delaune 
   Special Intentions 
   Agnes Tu 
   +Frank Englebracht, MOB 

Sanctuary Candle 
 

+Frank J. Englebracht 
 

Memory of Birth 

Bread and Wine 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist  
+Frank J. Englebracht 

 

Memory of Birth 

Prayer for Protection against 
Storms & Hurricanes 

Our Father in heaven, through the intercession 
of Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 

spare us during this hurricane season 
from all harm. Protect us and our  

homes from all disasters of nature. 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, hasten to help us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

In Our Parish… 
 

Come Lord Jesus Bible Study -  
Wednesday & Thursday 6:30pm 

Conference Room 
 

Rosary -  
Every Thursday at 10am in Church 

 

Perpetual Adoration -  
Contact - stjohnbosco@adorationservants.org or 

EdithMeaux@cox.net  

Workshops for New Extraordinary  
Ministers of Holy Communion  

 

Basic workshops for new Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion will be presented this Fall by 
the Office of Worship. Due to COVID restrictions, 
workshops will be conducted on a virtual platform 
with a limit of 15 participants per session. Attend-
ance at this workshop is required before a person 
can be delegated by the Archbishop to serve in this 
ministry. The complete schedule and more infor-
mation can be found on the Office of Worship web-
site at https://nolacatholic.org/basic-workshops-for-
emhc. Participants are to be pre-registered by their 
parish before attending. Questions, please contact 
the Office of Worship at 504-861-6300 or wor-
ship@arch-no.org.  




