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ST. JOHN BOSCO CATHOLIC CHURCH
October 11, 2020

Recitation of the 
Rosary will cause 
virtue and good works 
to � ourish; it will 
obtain for souls the 
abundant mercy of 
God; it will withdraw 
the heart of men from 
the love of the world 
and its vanities, and 
will lift them to the 
desire of eternal things. 
Oh, that souls would 
sanctify themselves by 
this means.
      – Mary



The Pastor Jots It Down...
Dear Parishioners & Friends of St. John Bosco and St. Rosalie Parishes,

 Change is never easy.  As times and situations 
change, we, too, must recognize that we cannot become 
fossilized – we always did it this way. New challenges 
call for new ways of responding.   
 We are at that point in our parishes. At both 
September Parish Council Meetings, the discussion of 
adjusting our parish Mass schedules began.  We are now 
in the process of discernment to determine what is best 
for both parishes. That is why I am testing the waters and 
getting input before making final decisions.  
 Some of the reasons for change include the loss 
of Fr. Greg; the finances of both parishes; the economy 
of scales when working together as we already are with 
Religious Education, Sacramental Preparation,  RCIA,  
Food Pantry Ministry, Weekly Bulletin Preparation, and 
shared Parish Pastoral Staff. Additionally, the numbers 
attending Mass both pre-Covid and during this Covid 
Pandemic; and the desire to have full conscious and 
active participation in the Mass as called for by the 2nd 
Vatican Council.
 With Covid we already saw fewer Masses 
including in the Pavilion and Cafetorium and bring your 
own chairs Masses. As regulations changed, we were 
able to move back into our churches adding Masses as 
the situation demanded. The Masses we currently have 
can accommodate those who are coming at this time.
 Looking to the future my desire is to have a 
Mass Schedule for both our churches that would allow 
for a range of convenient times of Masses to fulfill as 
best we can the needs of our parishioners as well as to 
have music which we can sing that raises our minds and 
hearts to God giving Him the praise that is His due.
 The following emerged as a possibility:
Saturday Vigil 4 pm at St Rosalie
Saturday Vigil 5:15 pm at St. John Bosco 
 - 5:15 pm chosen to allow musician enough 
time to play at Rosalie then to get to Bosco before time; 
also, if need be, one priest could easily do both the 4 
pm and 5:15 Vigil Masses.  Additionally, the 5:15 pm at 
Bosco could be an alternate for those at St. Rosalie who 
preferred the 6 pm Vigil Mass.
 - The SJB Parish Council suggested having it 
at 5:30 pm believing that the half-hour would be better 
than the quarter-hour.

Sunday 7:45 am at St Rosalie
 - 7:45 am was proposed because it was midway 
between the 7:30 am at Bosco and the 8 am at Rosalie. 
Both parishes would sacrifice a 15-minute change.
 - The SJB Parish Council suggested having it at 
7:30 am believing that the half-hour would be better than 
the quarter-hour.
 - Both parish councils suggested the possibility 
of having the early Mass, a quiet one.

9:00 am at St. John Bosco 
10:30 am at St. Rosalie
11:45 am at St. John Bosco
 - 11:45 am was proposed to give time for the 
musician to get from Rosalie to Bosco.
 - The SJB Parish Council suggested having it 
at 12 Noon believing that the half-hour would be better 
than the quarter-hour.
8:00 pm at St. John Bosco
 - 8:00 pm was proposed since as Salesian 
Parishes, our focus is on the young.  Young adults and 
college students tend to like late Sunday Masses.  This 
8:00 pm Sunday Mass would be geared to that age group 
and be our target to seek out. Though anyone can attend. 
This Mass could be an alternative for those who preferred 
the 5 pm Sunday Mass. This would be the latest Sunday 
evening Mass on the Westbank.
 Tim Cook is the Music Director I propose for 
both parishes.  These recent weeks Tim has been hurrying 
over from Rosalie to play at the Bosco 5 pm and 9 am 
Masses.  Having Tim at both parishes will lower music 
ministry costs for both our parishes.
 As is already the practice, whatever church you 
attend for Mass, your weekly offering envelope will be 
delivered to the proper church. If you do not use the 
parish envelope system, you can use a plain envelope 
and designate which church you desire you offering to 
support.
 Your Input, Comments, Suggestions are 
NEEDED for our Discernment Process. Please 
respond through Flocknotes, email or snail mail to 
the parish.  Thank you! 

 This was posted in the Flocknotes Parish News 
two weeks ago. Thanks to the handful who took time to 
respond.

God bless you!



October 18, 2020 

To: Clergy, Religious and Laity in the Archdiocese of New Orleans

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

Mission Sunday will be celebrated throughout the world on October 18.

We remember the words of Jesus, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until 
the end of the age.” Mk 28:19-20 

For most of us, the command to go forth to a foreign land is all but impossible. But we can 
fulfill this call here at home. Jesus calls us to keep our hearts open to the missions where 
our brothers and sisters face many challenges. The poverty and lack of infrastructures 
make their challenges almost insurmountable. Many dioceses and religious orders depend 
upon Mission Sunday to continue their missionary work. Many hunger for a deeper 
relationship with Jesus and many are persecuted because of their faith in him and the 
Church.

As we know, the coronavirus has affected the world—certainly the mission lands. This 
gives them additional challenges. May we open our hearts to hear again the invitation of 
Jesus to go forth “to the ends of the earth” through our prayers, sacrifice and financial 
support. 

Pope Francis said, “The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion for 
reaffirming how prayer, reflection and the material help of your offerings are 
opportunities to participate actively in the mission of Jesus in his Church. 

Please respond to our Holy Father’s invitation.  

Wishing you God’s blessings and with gratitude for your generosity, I am 

Gratefully in Christ,

Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond
Archbishop of New Orleans



T H E  P R O B L E M

Watching the news and reading the headlines, we 
may feel helpless seeing the heartbreaking lack of 
respect for human life. How do we respond when our 
efforts seem small in the face of the culture of death? 

O U R  C H R I S T I A N  I D E N T I T Y

To understand more fully how to defend and protect 
human life, we must first consider who we are, at the 
deepest level. God creates us in his image and likeness, 
which means we are made to be in loving relationship 
with him. The essence of our identity and worth, the 
source of our dignity, is that we are loved by God: “We are 
not the sum of our weaknesses and failures; we are the sum 
of the Father’s love for us and our real capacity to become 
the image of his Son.”1

We are called to divine intimacy, true communion 
with God, and we can grow in this closeness with him 
through daily prayer, reading the Scriptures, and frequent 
participation in the sacraments, especially Confession and 
the Eucharist. 

O U R  M I S S I O N  A S  C H R I S T I A N S

The knowledge and realization of how deeply we 
are loved by God elicits a response of love that 
simultaneously draws us closer to God and, at the same 
time, impels us to share his love with others.

Embracing a relationship with God means following in his 
footsteps, wherever he may call. Just as Jesus invited St. 
Peter and St. Andrew to become his disciples, he invites 
us to do the same: “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). 

Being a disciple of Jesus naturally includes sharing the 
Gospel with others and inviting them into a deeper 
relationship with God. As Christians, our identity and our 
mission are two sides of the same coin; like the apostles, we 
are called to be missionary disciples. 

M I S S I O N A R Y  D I S C I P L E S H I P

This doesn’t necessarily mean quitting our jobs or moving 
to foreign countries. For most of us, our mission field 
is daily life: “Christ teaches us how to evangelize, how 
to invite people into communion with him, and how 
to create a culture of witness: namely, through love. 
A Christian life lived with charity and faith is the most 
effective form of evangelization.”2

The first step towards living this life is allowing Jesus to 
meet and transform us daily. If we respond to his grace, 
our lives will show we have something beyond what the 
world offers: we follow a person whose love changes 
our lives, so we want others to also experience his 
transforming love.

When we live in union with God, open to his prompting, 
we’re more able to see the opportunities for witness 
and his guidance in responding to these opportunities. 
We may fear doing the wrong thing or saying the wrong 
thing, but we do not need to be afraid. Jesus promised his 
disciples, “I am with you always, until the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20). 

I D E N T I T Y  C R I S I S

As a society and as individuals, we often measure 
ourselves by false standards: by what and how much we 
do, our successes or failures, how others treat us, the 
degree of our pleasure or independence, etc. And when 
these changeable substitutes prove to be insufficient, or 
when we are faced with challenges and suffering, we may 
feel helpless, alone, or abandoned; we may be tempted to 
feel as though our lives have decreased value or worth.

How to Build  
a Culture of Life



But God’s love—individual, real, unchanging—is the true 
source of our worth, identity, and dignity. It really is not a 
question of who we are, but rather whose we are. Because 
his love will never change, nothing can reduce our God-
given dignity, and nothing can diminish the immeasurable 
worth of our lives. 

O U R  R E S P O N S E

When someone is facing great trials, we need to meet 
them where they are, walk with them on their journey, 
intercede for them, and be open to sharing Christ’s love 
however he directs.

When a woman becomes pregnant, and her boyfriend 
threatens to leave if she continues the pregnancy, we 
need to lovingly walk with her. When family members 
or friends become seriously ill, we need to assure them 
that God still offers them something in this life, and they 
still have purpose. We need to consistently be with them 
every step of the way.

Sometimes our actions speak for themselves; other times, 
words are needed. Whatever the situation, Jesus knows 

how to speak to each person’s heart; we simply need to 
follow where he leads.

A  C U LT U R E  O F  L I F E

This is how we answer our missionary call. This is how we 
build a culture of life, a culture that joyfully proclaims the 
truth of God’s love, purpose, and plan for each person. 
Changing the culture is a process of conversion that 
begins in our own hearts and includes a willingness to be 
instructed and a desire to be close to Jesus—the source of 
joy and love.

When we encounter Christ, experience his love, and 
deepen our relationship with him, we become more aware 
of our own worth and that of others. His love for each 
person is cause for great joy, and growing understanding 
of this priceless treasure motivates us to share his love 
with others. Our lives are often changed by the witness 
of others; so too, others’ lives may be changed by our 
witness and authentic friendship with them.

Let us go, therefore, and not be afraid. God is always  
with us.

1  John Paul II, Homily, 17th World Youth Day, Downsview Park, Toronto, July 
28, 2002.

2  USCCB Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis, Disciples Called 
to Witness: The New Evangelization. Copyright © 2012, United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

Excerpt from “Homily of the Holy Father John Paul II” © 2002, Libreria 
Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Used with permission. All rights reserved. 
Models used for illustrative purposes only. Dad and baby via Twenty20/@
itsjuliwilliams. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Icons: Entypo 
pictograms by Daniel Bruce – www.entypo.com. Used with permission. 
Copyright © 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  C A T H O L I C  B I S H O P S 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

People of Life |  @usccbprolife | @ProjectRachel

View, download, or order the U.S. bishops’ pro-life materials!
W W W . U S C C B . O R G / R E S P E C T L I F E



Vocation Prayer Intention
 

From October 8 - 14
please pray for 

Matthew Beers
who is currently a 

Salesian Lay Missioner 
in Belle Glade, FL

October 1 also marks the 20th anniversary of 
the canonization of the first Salesian Missionary 

Martyrs: 
St. Louis Versiglia & St. Callistus Caravario! 

May we continue to celebrate and encourage 
the missionary vocation and spirit of missionary 

discipleship.

Altar Server Award 

Congratulations

Milan 
Ferrer Barrett

2020 Serra Club 
Altar Server

In Our Parish
Knights of Columbus - 

Monday, October 19th

Womens Society - 
Monday, October 26th

Come Lord Jesus Bible Study - 
Wednesday & Thursday 6:30pm

Rosary - 
Every Thursday at 10am in Church

Perpetual Adoration - 
Contact - stjohnbosco@adorationservants.org or

EdithMeaux@cox.net 

Vote YES on 
#1 for the 
pro-life amendment
to the Louisiana 
Constitution! 

Vote Yes on Nov. 3, 2020!

LoveLifeVoteYes.com  |  Text LOVELIFE to 77222

Amendment

In Louisiana, we love babies and their mothers. 
Sadly, 13 other states have protected abortion 
in their state constitutions.  By passing the Love 
Life Amendment, we will protect life by making 
sure there is no right to abortion or the funding 
of abortion in the Louisiana Constitution. 

What’s the Love Life Amendment?

The Love Life Amendment will be on the ballot 
on Tuesday, November 3,2020, the same day as 
the Presidential election. Vote YES on 11/3/2020!

When is the Vote?

•  Visit LoveLifeVoteYes.com 
•  Text LOVELIFE to 77222 
•  Follow Us @LoveLifeVoteYes
•  Call 1.866.463.5433

Learn More & Take Action
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 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, October 10
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:00pm Happy Birthday Anika Brinkerhoff
  +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung
  +Chaisson & Folse Families
  +Eloyse Eschete
  +Jacqueline G. Guillot
  +Maria Nguyen Thi Chuong
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Robert & Notile Klein
  +Frances, Darlene & Donna Hefti
  +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen
  +Peter Jimmy Pham
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  Thank you Jesus, Blessed Mother
Sunday, October 11 
 9:00am Thanksgiving to St. Jude
  +Marilyn DeBlanc
  +Anton Steve Hung Bui, AOD
  +Anna Tran Thi Phuong
  Deceased Ramos Family
  Deceased Monreal Family
  +Billy Sanders
  +Happy Anniv. Hang & Michael Ha
  +Peter Ken Vu
  +Gene Robinson 
  +Thomas Thien
 11:00am +Penelope Solis
Monday, October 12
 7:00am Thank you Jesus, Blessed Mother
Tuesday, October 13
 7:00am Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday, October 14
 7:00am +Lawrence H. Abdon, MOB
Thursday, October 15
 7:00am +Raymond & Helen Saulino
Friday, October 16
 7:00am +Lou LaMaison
Saturday, October 17
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:00pm +Wayne Blum, AOD
  +May & Ruiz Families
  +Jacqueline G. Guillot
  +Penelope Solis
  +Vicente Nguyen Van Ky
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Della & Charles Perry
  +Souls in Purgatory
  +Fr. Michael Fraser
  +John Baptist Tuan Nguyen
  +Robert V. Zang
  +Sara Monreal Salinas
  +Martin Salinas
  +Consuelo Monreal Solis
  +Roberto Solis
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Thank you Jesus, Blessed Mother
  +EJ Melancon

Sanctuary Candle
+Eloyse Eschete
Anniversary of Death

Announcements
Laureate Academy Opening - Beginning October 
20th students will be on campus. We ask that 
everyone have a little extra patience in the morning 
leaving Mass while they work out the student intake 
processes.

Pastoral Council Elections - Nominations will be 
accepted through October 18th. Please call Julie in 
the church office for more information.

We are Baptized and Sent! Next week is World 
Mission Sunday, in a special Extraordinary 
Missionary Month. There will be a second collection 
at all Masses October 17th & 18th. 

September Contributions
 Weekly 9/6/20   $4,263.00
 Maintenance     1,020.00
 Weekly 9/13/20    3,305.50
 Weekly 9/20/20    3,674.00
 Catholic Communications      559.00
 Weekly 9/27/20    3,281.00
 September Online Giving   5,322.00

May the Lord bless your sacrifice!

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB
Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon
Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:00pm 

Sunday:  9:00 & 11:00am
Current Confession Schedule

Saturday:  4:00 - 4:45pm (before Vigil Mass)




