
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.

Frankincense to offer have I;
incense owns a Deity nigh;
prayer and praising, voices raising,
worshiping God on high.

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

of the
The    Epiphany
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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. John Bosco and 
    St. Rosalie Parishes, 
Happy Epiphany!

  This feast calls to mind the Magi offering gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh (embalming oil) to the 
newborn King is but one of the three manifestations of 
Jesus to the world.  The other two being the Baptism of 
Jesus and the miracle of the Wedding Feast at Cana. 
  At the time of Jesus birth, gold was used as something 
valuable, frankincense as perfume, and myrrh as 
anointing oil.   In their spiritual meaning gold is a symbol 
of kingship on earth, frankincense is a symbol of divinity, 
and myrrh is a symbol of death.  Thus, the gifts of 
the Three Kings  reflect  the  life of Christ  the King,  the 
Son God, who would die for us on the cross in the 
ultimate act of kingship giving His life for His people. He 
shed the last drop of His blood so that our sins could be 
forgiven and someday we could be with him in heaven.
  Our challenge on this feast today is to live our 
baptismal commitment to manifest Christ to the world by 
the words and deeds of our lives and by our invitation 
to others to grow in spiritual life.  We, each one of 
us, are called to be apostles in our day and to live 
lives of discipleship.

  Today we can ask ourselves: How serious are we 
about our faith?
  How do we witness or manifest our faith in our 
homes, neighborhoods, places of work, and for younger 
parishioners in school? 
  When was the last time we invited a family member, 
friend, neighbor, co-worker, or fellow student to engage 
with us in an activity that would help us both to grow in 
holiness? 
  How often do we attend Mass?  How often could we 
attend Mass if we really wanted?  How do we prepare for 
Mass?  Alone or with our spouse and family? Or do we 
prepare at all before going to Mass?
  Now is the time to prepare our Plan of Life for the 
New Year of 2021…write down on paper how you plan 
to grow spiritually this year. Include your action steps and 
review them on the monthly anniversary of your birth. 
Remember - holiness is not something that just happens. 
It is something that we must work toward day in and day 
out.
  As we begin this New Year may it be for us a year of 
Grace where we not only grow in our holiness and faith 
life, but also become true missionary disciples wherever 
we find ourselves in daily life.

God bless you!

O God, who by the leading of a star manifestd your only 
Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you 
now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your 
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen

Guide us to Thy Perfect Light



Three Manifestations of Jesus
By: Rev. Paul A. Hottinger

      There were three significant events in the life of Christ, not one. Mostly we identify the term 
“epiphany” with the light, the star that drew the astrologers. The story is saying is that God used the 
infant Jesus to draw those who are seeking the true nature of God, who are seeking the light. 
Another way of putting this is if you want to find God, you have to look for the vulnerable. You need 
to be concerned for the weak and the fragile and by caring for them you will find God because that’s 
where God is. That’s what God is doing. 

     The second manifestation of Jesus is the baptism in the Jordan. In Jesus’ baptism he is anointed by 
the Spirit and led into the desert to confront evil and temptation. This is another place we find God: 
confronting evil. God is not observing our situation from afar. God is confronting evil and sent his Son 
to confront evil in the most powerful way, in a most significant way. And part of confronting evil is 
to reveal the deceit in the temptations that we confront daily. This Jesus did. You could say he rebooted 
human consciousness to become more aware of its own goodness.

      The third epiphany was the feast at Cana. Now the wedding at Cana was no ordinary wedding. It is 
not written about as an ordinary wedding. It is meant very symbolically to indicate the union, not between 
a husband and a wife, but between God and humanity, between heaven and earth. The wine at Cana that 
appears abundantly really represents the blood that Jesus is willing to pour forth in his total self-gift when 
his time comes. You may remember he said to his mother, “My time has not yet come.” But when it does 
come he is willing and ready to give himself totally. And that’s worship, true worship, in spirit and truth. It 
supplants all previous forms of worship and all previous kinds of sacrifice and ritual. It’s the real thing.

So this leads us to a few questions.
 h Do we find God in our support of the poor, the vulnerable, and the needy?

 h Are we warriors with Christ struggling against evil, resisting temptation,
uncovering the deceit of the world, not willing to simply serve ourselves and further
our own agenda, but to surrender to God’s kingdom and to his will for us?

 h Are we willing to join Jesus in his total gift of self to the Father by offering our
works, our joys, and our sufferings to God every day, especially in the sacrifice of
the Eucharist, where we become one with him, so that the whole Church can offer
the “whole Christ” to the Father?

The Fathers of the Church believed that these were 
ways, the best ways, the God-approved
ways, to find God; and they supersede all previous 
beliefs and practice however noble, holy,
good and pious they are. So Epiphany is for us a time 
to remind us that God is inviting us to
carry on the work given birth at Christ’s Nativity.



  Remember the words of Jesus: “He who is 
faithful in the small will be faithful in the greater.” 
And we see this in the saints as the essence of the 
spirituality of St Therese is to undertake the ordinary 
things  of  one’s  daily  life  with  extraordinary  love. 
Here we have the secret key to holiness!

Specific Areas to 
Include in a Plan of Life

1. Prayer Life
    Examine seriously the tenor,  tone, and present 
status of your prayer life. Then pray about how you 
can make improvements. One suggestion: Why not 
decide to give just five minutes of prayer every day?

2. Confession & Reconciliation
  By birth, we are all sinners. Until our dying day, 
we must fight fiercely trusting more in God’s grace, 
to overcome sin in our lives. Sin is mortal enemy 
number one.
One of the most efficacious means to conquer sin is 
through the reception of the Sacrament of Confession. 
God’s healing touch and grace manifests itself most 
abundantly through this Sacrament.

My suggestion: Go  to  confession more  frequently 
(you can decide). Also, it’s best to prepare yourself 
the night before you confess and, after, learn to trust 
more in God’s mercy.  Victory through God’s mercy!

  One of the concrete manifestations of growing 
in good will towards God is by formulating and 
writing out, in a clear and practical way, a “Plan of 
Life”. The variety of ways to hammer out a Plan of 
Life are limitless; the one proposed in this article 
focuses on the various areas in life and on how we 
can improve and make our life a fragrance pleasing 
to God. Let us make the Psalmist’s prayer our prayer: 
“O Lord give success to the work of our hands.”
  A Plan of Life ought to bring order to whatever 
is disordered in our lives. Due to sin, our lives 
are marked by upheaval, confusion, and disorder. 
Opposing this is the Holy Spirit, who brings about 
good order. From this order comes peace of heart, 
mind and soul. The Augustinian definition of peace 
is “tranquility of order.”

What Order Will You Bring? 
    Before writing  out  your  specific Plan  of Life, 
why not give  the spiritual project a specific  theme, 
motto, or emphasis for the year?  

Consider These in Your Plan of Life
  Now we will proceed into the Plan of Life and 
give various specific areas that we want to examine 
honestly, we will then make a short, practical 
proposal so as  to  improve in  these areas. It’s much 
better to formulate proposals that are practical rather 
than  idealistic  ones  that  go  away  the  first week  of 
January!

A Spiritual PlanA Spiritual Plan
Be Victorious in the New Year With a Spiritual Plan

Fr. Ed Broom, OMV

PART ONE



daily recitation of the Rosary. Outside, invite a fallen 
away Catholic back home to the Catholic Church.  If 
we love God, we should love what God loves—the 
salvation of souls!

5. Permanent Formation
  Catholic Christians today must make a concerted 
effort to learn their faith more deeply; our Catholic 
faith is a fathomless ocean in its depth and width. Set 
aside at least 15 minutes every day to apply yourself 
to a serious study of your Catholic faith. Read the 
documents of Vatican  II, most  specifically  the  four 
Dogmatic  Constitutions:  Dei  Verbum(on  the Word 
of God), Sacrosanctum Concilium (on the Liturgy), 
Gaudium et Spes and Lumen Gentium (Documents 
on the Church in the modern world). 

6. Penance
  To take flight a bird needs two wings. So as to 

soar high in the spiritual atmosphere the soul needs 
to apply itself seriously to two practices: prayer and 
penance.  Our Lady of Fatima who appeared to the 
three little shepherd children insisted that they pray— 
especially the most Holy Rosary—but also that they 
offer up sacrifices for the conversion of poor sinners.  
Jesus expressed this bluntly: “Unless we do penance, 
we will perish.” Here  is a  suggestion:  since Friday 
is the day that we are obliged to do penance, why not 
choose one of the following: no meat, give up sweets for 
the day, fast from watching television, eat less, make the 
Way of the cross, do not complain the whole day!

3. Holy Mass and
Holy Communion

  Our eternal salvation depends on allowing 
Jesus  to  save  us. The  name  “Jesus” means  Savior. 
Jesus outlines a clear and concrete plan of action 
to  be  saved  in His  “Bread  of  Life Discourse”  (Jn. 
6:22-71). Read it and meditate upon this Word of 
life. To sum up Jesus’ message in a few words, the 
salvation of our immortal souls depends upon eating 
and drinking. Adam and Eve ate and they brought 
death to the world. Jesus promises us eternal life 
through eating and drinking His Body and Blood 
through reception of Holy Communion. He states 
clearly without stammer or stutter: “I am the Bread 
of Life, whoever eats my Body and drinks my Blood 
will have everlasting life and I will raise Him up on 
the  last day.” Action point: aim for daily Mass and 
Holy Communion!  If this is already your practice, 
come  ten  minutes  early  before  Mass  and  offer 
your own intentions, depositing them on the altar. 
The  graces  that  flow  into  your  heart  are  in  direct 
proportion to your preparation and disposition. One 
Holy Communion could transform us into saints!  
Fantastic!

4. Apostolic Life
To be a follower of Christ is to be a missionary.  The 
last words of Jesus before ascending into heaven 
were, “Go out to all the world and teach them all that I 
taught you and behold I will be with you always even 
until  the  end  of  time”(Mt  28).   We  are  challenged 
to grow in our faith, but also to share our faith with 
others. Indeed, one of the best ways to fortify one’s 
own faith is to share it with others! Try it! What 
might be a concrete way? In the family, suggest the 

Continued next issue.



Vocation Prayer Intention
January 3 - 9 please pray for 
Brother Simon Song

who is in
Practical Training

at Archbishop Shaw 

Pope’s Prayer Intention
January, 2021

Human fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live 

in full fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters of other religions, praying for 

one another, open to all.

Announcements

In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Michael Burke, Sr.

BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP
will burn in memory of

Anthony & Lena Muscarello

ALTAR WINE
is given in memory of

Frank & Alma Savona

“As we begin the New Year, may we discover 
anew that faith demands worship. If we can fall 
on our knees before Jesus, we will overcome 
the temptation to set off on our own path.”

 (Pope Francis, Jan. 6, 2020)

 On this Solemnity of the Epiphany of the 
Lord, we remember that God came to earth 
for everyone, every nation, every people.

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

Your contributions 
for the week of December 6: $4,226.00
for the week  of December 13: $3,806.00
Second Collection –

Retirement Fund for the Religious: $   495.00
May the Lord bless your sacrifice.

YOU MAY WANT TO KNOW:
Intentions for the

Sanctuary Lamp and Blessed Mother’s Lamp
are filling up fast. Several month’s are completely filled.

Altar Wine has many more available dates.
If you are interested in any of the above, you might 
plan to schedule your dedications sooner than later. The 
suggested donation for each one is $10.00.

Please call the office 340-1962
between the hours of 8:00  a.m. and 12:00 noon

for information and scheduling.

Trust all things to JESUS in the Blessed Sacrament
and to MARY, Help of Christians, and you will see 
what miracles are.

– Saint John Bosco
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 Mass Intentions 
Saturday, January 2

8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
5:30pm +Jacqueline G. Guillot

+Peter John Paul Nguyen
+Wayne Delaune
+Joyce Sonnier
+Gene Robinson
+All Souls in Purgatory
Conversion of Sinners
Fr. Sid Figlia, sdb
+James’ Soul
+Mary Ann Ramos
+Neil Folse, Sr. & Jr.
+Doug Trauth, Sr.
+Anna Tran Thi Phuong
+Leboria Burrell
+Duffy & Derek Dumas

 Sunday, January 3
9:00am ++Louise LeBlanc

+All Souls in Purgatory
Conversion of Sinners
+Guillermo & Candida Calimlim
Thanksgiving to St. Jude
+Lourdes Bacuta
+Derek DiMarco
+Joseph Hung Monh Do

11:00am Neal & Hannah Jordan 
 Monday, January 4

7:00am Happy Birthday Hanh Hong Vuong
Tuesday, January 5

7:00am +Kimble Baughman, MOA
Wednesday, January 6

7:00am +Adoracion R. Abdon
Thursday,January 7

7:00am Happy Birthday Sadie Ducote
Friday, January 8

7:00am +Dale Hymel, MOB

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

All Souls in Purgatory

Bread & Wine
Prayers for Healing

Fr. Sid Figlia, sdb

What’s Going On 
In Our Parish???

Come Lord Jesus Bible Study - 
Wednesday & Thursday 6:30pm

Rosary - 
Every Thursday at 10am in Church

Perpetual Adoration - 
Contact - stjohnbosco@adorationservants.org or

EdithMeaux@cox.net

Announcements

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB
Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Archdiocesan Silver Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration will 
take place March 14, 2021 at 
3pm in St. Joseph Church, New 
Orleans. For more information 
contact the church office before 
January 15.




