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"Do you want to become saints? Here is the secret: 
confession is the lock; confidence in your confessor is the 
key. This is how you open heaven’s gates."   -Don Bosco

"In matters of grave importance, such as the choice of your 
vocation, always consult your confessor. The Lord says that 
he who listens to his confessor listens to God Himself.” “He 
who hears you, hears Me.” [Luke 10:16]"   -Don Bosco

The Feast of The Feast of 
Don BoscoDon Bosco



The Pastor Jots It Down...

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. John Bosco and St. Rosalie Parishes,
Greetings in the Lord for a Grace-filled New Year!
Happy Feast of St. John Bosco, as well! 

Our celebration of Don Bosco this year is more subdued than in previous years because of the havoc 
that Covid is creating in our country, in our state, and among our parishioners and loved ones.

It is now more important than ever that we don’t let down our guard in helping to contain the virus: 
masks, social distancing, frequent hand washing and sanitizing, staying home if one feels sick, etc.

I believe that currently any parish societies or groups meeting in parish buildings must both wear 
masks and keep socially distant. Also, at these meetings there should be no food or beverages since this 
would entail the removal of masks

It was so great hearing from so many of you. Your Christmas cards and greetings, emails, Facebook 
postings, text messages, and gifts were greatly appreciated as well as your birthday greetings. God bless 
you all for your thoughtfulness, friendship and love.

Fr. George, Fr. Wilgintz, Fr. Lou and all the Salesian Confreres also express their sincere thanks and 
gratitude for your generosity to them during this past Christmas Season.

Know that you were thought of with love during this Advent and Christmas Season. As I prepared 
a Christmas message for each registered parishioner, I remembered you by name to the Lord asking his 
blessing upon you and all those near and dear to you.

In the few days after the Feast of the Holy Family 
before my Asthma and eventually Covid came to visit 
the Salesians, I saw a number of new registration cards 
coming it.  For all who completed them and returned 
them to the parish office, thanks!  For those who yet 
have not done so, please don’t forget.  This updated 
information will help us stay connected and better 
serve you!

The worst part of my Covid experience is behind 
me. My energy level has been increasing --   each day I 
can do a bit more than I was able to do the day before.   
Thanks be to God!  Fr. George is also making progress 
as well.  Again, thanks be to God.

God loves you!
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  The little farmer, Johnny Bosco 
shows a marked intelligence and a 
desire to study to become a priest: 
Under the tutelage of Fr. Joseph 
Calasso, an elderly curate, Johnny 
Bosco began his studies.
  In Turin, now as a priest 
Don Bosco meets the desperate 
youth of the big city: children 
and adolescents forced to beg 
and steal, exploited for heavy and 
underpaid work.
  Don Bosco puts into practice 
a revolutionary idea: a weekly 
oratory where children can play, 
learn, pray, and, above all, feel 
like people worthy of love.
  In a century troubled by 
political struggles, religious 
tensions, technological progress 
and cultural revolutions, Don 
Bosco, a man of faith and of tireless 
activity managed to transmit a 
message of "reason, religion, and 
loving kindness" to hundreds and 
hundreds of young people. They 
were attracted to him because 
of his familiarity with God and 
the ways of God and his genuine 
interest in each one of them. 

Video: Don Bosco Mission to Love Synopsis

 Thus, in this nurturing, educational and vocational environment, these young people had the opportunity 
to overcome economic and social hardships and to experience the thrill of feeling loved by Don Bosco and 
the Lord.

View This Wonderful Movie with Your Family.
Each of our parishes has several copies of the video which can be reserved for three days. 

To reserve your days, call the parish office.

All videos must be picked up and returned to parish office promptly.



  Eating dinner tonight, I looked up and saw this Jaguar shirt. I said Go 
Jaguars, the young man smiled and said “DuvaLLLLLLL”. I asked if he was 
from Jacksonville because I was, and he said no he was from here, but just liked 
the Jags. 
  I didn’t know why he was standing at the counter until after he sat back 
down and a lady at the table said, “no you can’t do that”. The young man was at 
his best friend’s birthday party and had just paid for everyone’s food, 4 adults and 
8 teenagers.
  His friend’s mom asked, “why did you do that, that’s too much”, he replied 
back “I felt it in my heart, and I moved on what I felt.”
  I called him over to my table asked his age, he said he had just turned 18, I 
asked him why he paid for everyone’s food and he said, “God put it on my heart 
to do”. So, I told him a story……
  About 8 years ago, I was out eating breakfast with my family, as we were 
walking in a couple asked me if I could get them a sandwich to share. I told them 
no, but they could come inside take a seat and order whatever they wanted.
  When we got inside, they came to our table and said sir is this ok to order 
and we will share it. I said no, order whatever you want and please both of you 
order your own. My girls looked at me and I told them, God only blesses us to be 
a blessing to others. And when you bless people God will turn around and bless 
you right back.
  After we finished eating, I asked for my ticket and the waitress said you don’t 
have a ticket. I said yes, I do, I have my ticket and the table behind me ticket also. 
She said no sir your tickets have already been paid. By whom, I asked, and she 
pointed to this man sitting in the corner.
  I walked over and said sir you didn’t have to do that and Pastor Ernie Murray 
(St. Thomas) said “young Jones, I heard you tell the waitress you were paying for 
those other people’s food also, and I said young Jones doesn’t have money like 
that, so I paid for your food and theirs”. My daughters said wow dad God blessed 
us back real fast!
  I asked the young man, how much was the bill he just paid, he said it was 
$232, so I gave him the money back for the bill and he said sir why would you do 
this… because years ago someone blessed me because God put it on my heart to 
bless someone else and tonight I want to be that same blessing to you.
  Luke 6: 38 Give and gifts will be given to you …For the measure with which 
you measure will in return be measured out to you. 

Blessed 
18-Year-Old 
Jaguars Fan



  A fifteen-year-old boy in Turin, Italy was about to 
die. He called for Don Bosco, but the saint was not 
able to make it in time. Another priest heard the boy's 
confession and the boy died.
  When Don Bosco returned to Turin, he set out at 
once to see the boy.
   When told that the boy was dead, he insisted that 
it was "just a misunderstanding."
  After a moment of prayer in the room of the 
dead child, Don Bosco suddenly cried out: "Charles! 
Rise!"
  To the utter amazement of all present, the boy 
stirred, opened his eyes, and sat up. Seeing Don 
Bosco, his eyes lit up.
  "Father, I should now be in Hell!" gasped the 
boy. "Two weeks ago, I was with a bad companion 
who led me into sin and at my last confession, I was 
afraid to tell everything… Oh, I've just come out of 
a horrible dream!
   I dreamt I was standing on the edge of a horrible 
pit of flames surrounded by a horde of devils.

  Those who have not yet received the Gospel are related in various ways to the people of God.
  We must recall the people to whom the testament and the promises were given and from whom Christ 
was born according to the flesh. On account of their fathers this people remains most dear to God, for God 
does not repent of the gifts He makes nor of the calls He issues.
  But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator.  Amongst these there are the 
Muslims, who, professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along with us adore the one and merciful God, who 
on the last day will judge mankind. 
  Nor is God far distant from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, for it is He who 
gives to all life and breath and all things, and as Savior wills that all be saved. 
  Those also can attain to salvation who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel of Christ 
or His Church, yet sincerely seek God and moved by grace strive by their deeds to do His will as it is known 
to them through the dictates of conscience.
  Nor does Divine Providence deny the helps necessary for salvation to those who, without blame on their 
part, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God and with His grace strive to live a good life. 
  Whatever good or truth is found amongst them is looked upon by the Church as a preparation for the 
Gospel. She knows that it is given by Him who enlightens all so that they may finally have life. 

  They were about to throw me into the flames 
when a beautiful Lady appeared and stopped them. 
'There's still hope for you, Charles,' she told me. 'You 
have not yet been judged!' 
  At that moment I heard you calling me. Oh, Don 
Bosco! What a joy to see you again! Will you please 
hear my confession?"
  After hearing the boy's confession, Don Bosco 
said to the boy, "Charles, now that the gates of 
Heaven lie wide open for you, would you rather go 
there or stay here with us?"
  The boy looked away for a moment and his eyes 
grew moist with tears. An expectant hush fell over 
the room. "Don Bosco," he said at last, "I'd rather go 
to Heaven."
  The mourners watched in amazement as Charles 
leaned back on the pillows, closed his eyes, and 
settled once more into the stillness of death.

From Saint John Bosco, Blessed Friend of Youth, p. 184-185

Don Bosco and Charles –
 a 15-Year-Old Boy & Confession

Lumen Gentium: 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church  # 16



 
 
January 14, 2021 
 
Dear Catholic School Parent(s), 
 
The staggering statistics related to COVID-19 in our community paint a concerning picture. The 
Louisiana Department of Health warns that our COVID-19 infections are higher than they have 
ever been. Given this alarming information, I wanted to send a personal message to remind 
everyone to be vigilant.  
 
Please join our school leaders, faculty and staff members as we double down on efforts to stop 
the spread of the COVID-19. In an effort to protect the health and well-being of all members of 
our school communities and to preserve our ability to provide in-person learning for our children, 
I respectfully request that you use prudent judgement in your family’s personal upcoming events 
outside of school and in your normal home routines.  
 
Together, we can continue to make school a safe place. We know that mitigation measures like 
wearing masks, social distancing, regularly washing/sanitizing hands, staying home when sick, 
testing and quarantining when necessary, will provide the best protection for not only your 
family, but for our collective Catholic school community. With shared responsibility and a strong 
commitment to the common good, we will get through this.  
 
I urge you to engage in thoughtful decision-making in support of achieving our goals - to keep 
our community safe and to prevent mandated school closures. Thank you for your partnership in 
this effort. Be assured of my prayers for you, your family and your school community. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
 
RaeNell B. Houston, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Archdiocese of New Orleans 



 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, January 30
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline G. Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +All Souls in Purgatory
  Conversion of Sinners
  Prayers of Healing for Salesians
  +James’ Soul
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  +Leboria Burrell
  +Duffy & Derek Dumas
  Abdon & Quiaoit Families
  +Rita & Oren Breaux, Sr.
  +Matthew Foret
 Sunday, January 31
 9:00am Happy Birthday Amy Rea
  +All Souls in Purgatory
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Joseph Hung Monh Do
  +Gene Robinson
  +Charles & Genevieve Darsey
  +Bacuta & Tagorda Families
  +Guise Mai Mien
  +Anna Tran Thi Phuong
 11:00am +John H. Schultheis, Sr., AOD
 Monday, February 1
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners
Tuesday, February 2
 7:00am Happy Birthday Payton Haddican
Wednesday, February 3
 7:00am Intercession of St. Blaise
Thursday, February 4
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners
Friday, February 5
 7:00am All Souls in Purgatory
Saturday, February 6
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline G. Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +All Souls in Purgatory
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  +Leboria Burrell
  +Duffy & Derek Dumas
  +Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
  +Doug Trauth, Sr.
  

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

John H. Schultheis, Sr.

Bread & Wine
In Memory of our Patron

St. John Bosco

Vocation Prayer Intention
 

Please pray for all those discerning the call 
to consecrated life as we celebrate 
World Day for Consecrated Life 

on February 2.

“Your reward in heaven will 
make up completely for all your 

pain and suffering.”
~Don Bosco

Important Reminder - 
Please follow all CDC Guidelines

If you or someone in your household have been 
exposed to, or have tested (and may be waiting on 

results) for COVID19, please stay home. 
If you have tested positive and have been to Mass 

please notify the Parish Office 340-0444. 

Announcements
Candlemas Day - 
Tuesday, February 2nd
This year for Candlemas 
Day there will be a blessing 
during the 7am Mass. We 
will have some candles, you 
are also welcome to bring 
your own from home.


