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The Pastor Jots It Down...
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. John Bosco and St. Rosalie Parishes,

  I greet you today with St. Paul’s greeting to the Galatians: “Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins that He might rescue us from the present evil age in 
accord with the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever.”

  All glory to God for His Goodness and Love.  All glory to God for Creation.   All Glory to God for the 
Gift of Life.  All Glory to God for the Gift of Conscience.  All Glory to God for the Gift of Free Will. All Glory 
to God for the Joys and Sorrows of Life. All glory to God for His Ability to bring Good from a Bad Situation.

  Especially in these times, its important to remember that even the bad things that happen in one’s life and 
in the life of our country are ultimately for our good.  St. Paul writes to the Romans: “We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God.” Rom 8:28 NRSV

  Lent is fast approaching with Ash Wednesday this coming Wednesday. It is not too early to think about 
what we want to do for Lent both personally and as a family.

  Lent is a special time to prepare for the Easter celebration of Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection and 
to deepen our personal and family relationship with the Lord.  How do we do this: through works of prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving which not only benefi t one personally, but also one’s family, and one’s parish family as 
well as the poor who benefi t from our works of fasting.

  These days, we have been having time for our school children to approach the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  I have been asking them to be missionary disciples to their families. I have been asking them 
to propose a couple of practices for their families to adopt for the Lenten Season: 

1. To invite their families to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a family once during the Lenten 
Season.  Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm during Adoration would be an ideal time for this.

2. To commit to attending Sunday Mass as a family during the Lenten Season.
  The Sacrament of Reconciliation together with the Sunday Eucharist are the building blocks of our 

spiritual life.  
  Thus at St. Rosalie School every First Friday each class has some time in Eucharist Adoration and then 

the rest of the Fridays, Mass is celebrated for the children.
  In the recent past, confessions were only held for the school children twice a year in Advent and Lent 

to prepare for Christmas and Easter.  This year the students will have four opportunities for this sacrament: 
the beginning of the school year, Advent, Lent, and the end of the school year. Why -- to better show that the 
sacrament is not just to prepare for Christmas and Easter but a sacrament to be received throughout the year.

  Dear parents and grandparents, this is what we teach and model for your children at school. Though 
sometimes what we teach your children in school is not modeled in the home.  This creates confusion in our 
students.  They learn one thing in school but that is not 
their lived experience at home.

  It breaks my heart, when talking with a school 
student about Sunday Mass and the student says I want to 
go but my family doesn’t go, and nobody will take me.

It also saddens me, when registered parishioners – 
parents of our school children, come in the month of 
December to make their minimum Church donation to be 
eligible for parishioner tuition status and I can’t recognize 
them as being worshipping members of our parish family.

 I have great hope that this Lenten Season will be a 
great time of blessing for our parishioners, our parish 
families and especially for our children.

   God loves you all!
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  Lent is the annual period of Christian 
observance that precedes Easter. The dates of 

date each year. Lent starts on Ash Wednesday and 
its observance (although not its liturgical period, 
as Sundays are not fast days and are therefore 
not counted – see below) lasts for 40 days, 
mirroring the 40 days that Jesus spent fasting 
in the wilderness before starting his ministry. 
It can also be seen to mirror the 40 hours that 
Jesus spent in the tomb prior to his resurrection. 
  Lent is a penitential period, involving the 
dual disciplines of abstinence and fasting. 
During Lent many Christians commit to fasting 
or giving up certain foods, habits or luxuries - 
for example meat, cakes and sweets, alcohol, 
smoking - for its duration (the money saved 
is often then donated to charity). This is done 
both as a form of penitence and as a spiritual 
tool to tame the body and ‘sharpen the spirit’ 

preparation for the celebration of Easter. 

Ash Wednesday (the day after Shrove Tuesday/
Mardi Gras). Nevertheless, there is often confusion 
as to when Lent ends! This is partly due to the fact 
that there are in fact always 46 days between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sunday, and partly due 
to confusion between the period of the Lenten 
fast and the liturgical ‘season’ or period of Lent. 

What is
Lent?

  The Lenten Fast (which is the period that 
most people consider to be ‘Lent’) starts on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. This is 
a period of 46 days. However, the six Sundays 
within the period are not fast days (Sundays are 
always feast days in the Christian calendar) and 
therefore not counted in the 40 days of Lent. 
  The liturgical period of Lent also begins on 
Ash Wednesday, however it ends on the evening 
of Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday). In 
addition, Palm Sunday (or alternatively the day 
before Palm Sunday) is sometimes considered 
to be the last day of Lent. This is incorrect and 
based on a misunderstanding about the liturgical 
periods of Lent and Holy Week. They are not 
exclusive of each other, and Lent in fact continues 
into Holy Week (see above), meaning that the 
liturgical season of Lent ends on Holy Thursday. 
 Purple is the color most associated with Lent 
- during this period purple church vestments 
(altar cloths and the priests’ liturgical garments) 
are used. The purple is symbolic in two ways: 
it is the traditional color of mourning (recalling 
Jesus’ death) and symbolic of royalty (celebrating 
Christ’s coming as King)

Lent 2021 starts on
Wednesday, February 17, 2021

and ends on
Saturday, April 3rd 2021.



V/. The Angel of the Lord declared unto
  Mary,

R/. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary…

V/. Behold the handmaid of the Lord,
R/. Be it done unto me according to your 

 Word.

Hail Mary…

R/. And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary…

V/. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R/. That we may be made worthy of the 

  promises of Christ.

Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech you, O 
Lord, your grace into our hearts: that we, 
to whom the Incarnation of Christ your 
Son was made known by the message of an 
Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be 
brought to the glory of his Resurrection. 
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Angelus
The Angelus takes its name from the Latin 

“Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mariae” [The 
angel of the Lord declared unto Mary].

The Angelus is a short devotional prayer 
which today is recited three times a day at 
morning, noon and evening and is often 
accompanied by the ringing of a bell.   Even 

Universalis and other phone and tablet apps 
have alerts in the form of chiming bells that 
remind us to pray the Angelus at 6am, 12 
mid-day and 6pm.

THREE HAIL MARYS

The prayer recites Hail Mary three times 

prayer.  The Angelus honors four aspects 
of Mary.  The Annunciation when Gabriel 
appeared to Mary, her importance in God’s 
plan of the Incarnation, her self-giving and 
Mary’s intercessory role for us. The Angelus 
also reminds us of the Passion of Christ and 
his resurrection.

The
Angelus



***GIVE UP grumbling! 
Instead, “In everything give thanks.” Constructive criticism is OK, but “moaning, 
groaning, and complaining” are not Christian disciplines.

***GIVE UP 10 to 15 minutes in bed!
Instead, use that time in prayer, Bible study and personal devotion.

***GIVE UP looking at other people’s worst points. 
Instead concentrate on their best points. We all have faults. It is a lot easier to have people 

***GIVE UP speaking unkindly. (Gossip)
Instead, let your speech be generous and understanding. It costs so little to say something 
kind and uplifting. Why not check that sharp tongue at the door?

***GIVE UP your hatred of anyone or anything! 
Instead, learn the discipline of love. “Love covers a multitude of sins.”

GIVE UP your worries and anxieties! 
Instead, trust God with them. Anxiety is spending emotional energy on something we can 
do nothing about, like tomorrow! Live today and let God’s grace be enough.

GIVE UP TV one evening a week! 
Instead, visit some lonely or sick person. There are those who are isolated by illness or 
age. Why isolate yourself in front of the “tube?” Give someone a precious gift: your time!

GIVE UP buying anything but essentials for yourself! 
Instead, give the money to God. The money you would spend on the luxuries could help 
someone meet basic needs. We are called to be stewards of God’s riches, not consumers.

GIVE UP judging by appearances and by the standard of the world! 
Instead, learn to give up yourself to God. There is only one who has the right to judge, 
Jesus Christ. 

(Craig Gates, Jackson, MS, “What to Give up for Lent”)

What to Give Up for Lent



Golden Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration

The Archdiocesan Golden Wedding 
Anniversary celebration will take place 
on Sunday, June 27, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 
in St. Philip Neri Church in Metairie.

Please Note: This celebration will 
not be a Mass, but a prayer service. 
Attendance of Mass for Sunday 
obligation will have to be met within 
one’s respective parish.

To register, please contact the Parish Offi  ce 
504.340.0444 before March 12, 2021.

Archdiocesan Natural Family
 Planning Classes

With professional instruction, Natural Family 
Planning has proven itself to be safe, eff ective, and 
a moral way for couples to plan their families. It 
is a method which respects the meaning of human 
sexuality as God created it and thus marital love is 
enhanced and strengthened.

This class series the Offi  ce of Marriage and Family 
Life is off ering in the SymptoPro™ Method of 
Natural Family Planning will be conducted by Kelly 
Donahue of the Archdiocese of New Orleans. This 
series will be virtual by using Zoom. The dates of the 
class series are February 27, March 13 and April 17, 
2021. The Zoom class hours are 9:00 a.m. - noon. 
The cost is $105.00 and includes all classes and 
materials.

Preregistration is required.
Register online https://nolacatholicfl a.regfox.com/

sympto-thermal-nfp-course.

Ash Wednesday Mass Schedule
ST JOHN BOSCO

7:00 am   -   12:00 Noon   -   6:00 pm

ST. ROSALIE
7:00 am & 6:00 pm

There are NO Vigil Masses for Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of Obligation,
it is a day of Fasting & Abstinence

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
7:00 pm every Friday during Lent

beginning February 19th

Mardi
Gras
2021

February 16th

Remember Social Distancing and Mask Up!

French Fries, Cole Slaw & Hushpuppies

Home made desserts
also available

to purchase for $1.00

Friday Night 
Fish Fry

Fried Fish Plate – $9.00

Fried Fish & Shrimp Combo Plate – $10.00

Fried Shrimp Plate – $11.00



 Mass Intentions 
Saturday, February 13

8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline G. Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +All Souls in Purgatory
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Dale Hymel
  +Leboria Burrell
  +Duff y & Derek Dumas
  May & Ruiz Families
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
Sunday, February 14

9:00am Thanksgiving for blessings received
  +All Souls in Purgatory
  +Schmit Family
  +Douglas F. Ferrer, MOB
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Joseph Hung Monh Do
  +Gene Robinson
  +Sylvia Fastoff 
  +Charles & Genevive Darsey
  +James’ Soul
  +Guise Mai Mien
  +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung
  Damon Blum
  Peace on Lucky Jean Boat & for
     All Fisherman
  +Shirley O’Dwyer
  +Merrily Simmons
  +Steven Hourcade
  +Derek DiMarco
  +Maria Hoang & Joseph Nguyen
  +Peter & Maria Nguyen
 11:00am +Mary Ann Ramos
Monday, February 15
 7:00am +Rosario ‘Boogie’ Termine
Tuesday, February 16
 7:00am +Lou LaMaison
Wednesday, February 17 ~ Ash Wednesday
 7:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 Noon Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 6:00pm Parishioners of St. John Bosco
Thursday, February 18
 7:00am +Ryan Roberts
Friday, February 19
 7:00am +James’ Soul

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Earl DeSoto

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

All Souls in Purgatory

Vocation Prayer Intention

February 12 - 18
please pray for

Brother John Castonguay
who is in 

Post-Novitiate studying in 
Orange, NJ

“If we are one in heart, 
we can do ten times as much.”

~Don Bosco

Important Reminder - 
Please follow all CDC Guidelines

If you or someone in your household have been 
exposed to, or have tested (and may be waiting on 

results) for COVID19, please stay home. 

Pope’s Prayer Intention
February

We pray for women who are 

victims of violence, that they 

may be protected by society 

and have their suff erings 

considered and heeded.




