
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the gospel to every creature.

AscensioAscensionn
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The Pastor Jots It Down
My dear parishioners and friends of St. John Bosco and St. Rosalie Parishes and School,

Happy Feast of the Ascension! 
This feast reminds us of the destiny of those who follow in the footsteps of Jesus and those who seek to do 

the will of God in their daily lives.  This great destiny is Heaven: life everlasting with the Father, Jesus, the 
Holy Spirit, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all the angels and saints.  In heaven every tear will be wiped from 
our eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old will be order have passed 
away. (See Rev 21:4)

On May the 8th we had a beautiful celebration of First Holy Communions.  Twenty-five of our school 
and Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) children received Jesus, the Bread of Life, for the 1st 
time. Their joy and devotion were profound.  May that beautiful experience recur every Sunday when their 
families come to worship and receive Jesus in Holy Communion.

I’d like to repeat a few snippets from the Holy Communion homily which, directed to the children and 
their parents, can also speak to all of us:

What will you do after receiving Jesus in Holy Communion? 
1) Invite Jesus into your heart.
2) Thank Jesus for coming to your heart.
3) Tell him all your needs and the needs of your parents, relatives, teachers, and friends.

Lastly, you must remember that you are carrying Jesus to your homes and schools as Jesus’ mother Mary 
carried Jesus to her cousin Elizabeth. It means that you must behave well because you are carrying God 
Himself in your heart and soul. 

When you are alone, tell Jesus living in your soul, about your parents, relatives, teachers, pastors, friends, 
and their needs. Ask Jesus to make you a good boy or girl, an ideal student and a well behaving and obedient 
son or daughter.

A special message for the parents of our first communicants and for all our parents who have school age 
children: Dear parents of these children, it is how you live and how you practice your faith in the family that 
is going to influence your children. Hence continue to train them in the Christian faith and its practice, not 
by advice and signing them up for sacramental preparation but by exemplary Christian lives.

Pentecost Sunday is May 23rd. On this birthday of the Church as we remember the coming of the Holy 
Spirit upon our Blessed Lady and the Apostles, I invite you all to wear red when you come to Church next 
Sunday.  The wearing of the red will be a visible reminder to all of us that we are called to set the world on 
fire with God’s love.

Reminders from the Archbishop: 1) Keep holy the Lord’s Day – worship together on Sunday, avoid work, 
spend quality time with God and those you love, 2) Sunday Mass – an invitation from God to grow in love 
with him and go better known ourselves as Catholics. He awaits our response. 3) On Sunday, June 6th, the 
Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass in person will be restored. The 
Archbishop invites all to respond to Christ’s invitation “to come to the table” as our churches open more 
fully.      God loves you!



Spirit  of ForgivenessSpirit  of Forgiveness
  Father Xavier, 52, Rector of the famous 
Malayaatoor Shrine & National Pilgrim Centre 
in Kerala was stabbed & brutally murdered by 
his own former Sacristan (staff ), allegedly 
for dismissing him from his job due to his 
drunkenness. 
  Immediately after the burial, Fr. Xavier’s 
mother went to the house of the killer and 
expressed her forgiveness to his wife and 
children.
  This kiss will go down in history as an 
expression of what Christianity and spirituality 
is supposed to be – 

Love and Forgiveness 
  

Forgiving Kiss ofForgiving Kiss of
A Grieving MotherA Grieving Mother

Food for Soul
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Jesus said to his Apostles, “But who 
do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15). 
In Mere Christianity, C.S. 
Lewis wrote that there 
are three ways to 
answer this question. 
Perhaps Jesus was 
a liar, deliberately 
misleading others 
by claiming to be 
God. Or, was He 
insane, deluded 
into thinking 
He was 
God? Finally, 
perhaps He is what 
He said He is  – God. 

Liar: If Jesus deliberately misled 
others, He would have been evil. Yet, 
his friends wrote that He did incredible 
acts of good, was honest, kind, and 
compassionate. No one experienced 
Jesus as a bad man.

Lunatic: What if Jesus w  insane 

and deluded when believing He was 
God? Being out of touch with reality 
wouldn’t have been confined to one 
delusion. The effects of mental illness 
spill into many areas of a person’s life. 
Yet, the Gospels describe Jesus’ wisdom, 

intelligence, and practical 
good sense. He had 
an ability to attract 
people who 
respected His 
authority. 

Lord: When 
Jesus asked, “But 
who do YOU say 

that I am?”, Peter 
responded, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” It’s the only answer that 
makes sense.

Ultimately, we each have to answer 
the question of who Jesus is for 
ourselves. We can pray for the faith of 
Peter to declare Jesus our Lord and our 
God.

Who do you say that Jesus is?

Why do Catholics pray 
the Rosary?

Popes, saints, and Catholics over the 
centuries have turned to the Rosary 
for miraculous help in seemingly 
impossible situations. The mysteries of 
the Rosary describe the events of Jesus’ 
life, death and Resurrection. As we pray 
the Rosary, we revisit these events.

The Rosary is deeply ingrained in 
our Catholic identity. The rhythm of 

the Rosary is 
meant to still 
our minds 
and direct 
our hearts to 
communion with 
God, placing our focus 
on God and not on the 
world. 

One Minute 
Meditations

God is our strength
Life can be exhausting and we 
can become overwhelmed by 

what it takes to be good. It is 
important to remember that 
we don’t struggle alone. “If 

God is for us, who is against us? 
He who did not spare his own 
Son but gave him up for us 
all, will he not also give us all 
things with him?” (Romans 
8:31-32).

A new approach
St. Paul said the whole 

law is summed up in love. 
While he was talking about 
Mosaic law, laws are given to 
preserve order. Jesus presented 
a new fresh approach. Out of 
love, He came not to abolish 
the Law, but to bring it to 
perfection. The relationship 
between heaven and earth is 
love.

“Whatever you ask in my 
name, I will do it, that the 
Father may be glorified in the 
Son; if you ask 
anything in 
my name, 
I will do 
it” (John 
14:13-
14).
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Celebrations

Jesus so loved his mother that his last thoughts on 
the Cross were of her. He gave her to us as our own 
mother, and wants us to honor her. “Since Mary is 
rightly to be regarded as the way by which we are led 
to Christ, the person who encounters Mary cannot 
help but encounter Christ likewise” (Mense Maio, 
Blessed Pope Paul VI). 

For her “yes.” Without fully understanding 
what God intended, she unhesitatingly 
agreed to become his mother. Her “yes” 
made it possible for God to become 

human and be crucified for our salvation. 
Following her example means saying “yes” to 
whatever God asks.

For her sacrifice. Wouldn’t you be forever 
grateful to someone who gave up her child so 
that you and your loved ones might live? Mary 
loved her amazing child and she experienced 
unspeakable heartache as he was sacrificed for us. 

Praying the Rosary regularly reminds us of 
the life of Jesus and the desire of his Mother 
to bring us close to his heart.
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Mary brings us to the heart of her Son

May 1 – St. Joseph the Worker. 
Entrusted with the care of the Blessed 
Mother and Jesus, Joseph was a 
carpenter dedicated to his family and 
obedient to God. 

May 13 – Solemnity of the 
Ascension of the Lord (1st Century). 
This solemnity marks the completion 
of Jesus’ mission of salvation and 
his triumphant entry into Heaven. 
Note: In many dioceses, observance 
of Ascension has been moved to the 
following Sunday. 

May 18 – St. Felix of Cantalice 

(1587). Born to poor, pious parents 
in Italy, St. Felix was called “Brother 
Deogratias” because he was always 
thanking God. As a young man, he 
joined the Capuchins, who sent him to 
Rome to be the friary’s official beggar. 
He was also friends with Saints Philip 
Neri and Charles Borromeo. 

May 23 – Pentecost (1st century).
After the Resurrection and Ascension 
of Jesus, the Holy Spirit was 
given to the Church at 
the first Pentecost. When 
the apostles received the 
Holy Spirit, the “new 
age” of the Church 
was born. 

St. Therese of Lisieux 
said, “For me, 
prayer is a surge 
of the heart; it is a 
simple look turned 
toward heaven, it is a cry 
of recognition and of love, embracing 
both trial and joy.” Practically speaking, 
prayer is how we connect with God. 

Prayer helps us to hear God’s voice. By 
praying, we learn about Him, come to 
understand what He wants for us, and 
how we reap the blessings He wants to 
give us. The more we pray, the closer to 
Him we become. “Christian prayer is 
a covenant relationship between God 
and man in Christ” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, #2564). 

Through our Baptism, we are united 
with Jesus. When we pray often and 
regularly, we create the habit of being in 
His presence and in communion with 
Him. And, we tap into our Baptismal 
connection. Through a healthy prayer 
life, we enjoy a personal and living 
relationship with God.  

God seeks to draw us each to Himself. 
Prayer is our answer to Him. 

Q
&
A

Q
&
A

Why are Catholics 
urged to pray?

O u r  M i s s i o n
To provide practical ideas that promote 

faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™ 
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com

(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the 
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible - 

Revised)

O u r  M i s s i o n

Matthew 28:16-20, The Holy 
Trinity
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Jesus appeared to the Apostles on the 
mountain top in Galilee, so they could 
receive their final instructions. 
They were to go forth, baptize, 
make disciples, and to 
teach what they had been 
taught. 

These are our instructions, 
too. Once we meet Jesus and 
experience his love for us, we 
can’t keep him to ourselves. 
We must share him. 

Jesus also revealed to the 
Apostles, and to the crowd 
gathered with them, that 
God is a Trinity —Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit – three Divine Persons 
united in love. The belief that God is 
three, yet one, is distinct to Christianity. 

When we became members of the 
Church, we were baptized in the 

name of the Trinity. 
The Trinity is a mystery 

we may not fully 
understand, but we can still 
live in its love and power. 
We proclaim our faith in it 

whenever we make the Sign 
of the Cross: “In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” Our ultimate goal is to follow 
Christ into the eternal life of the Trinity. 



Announcements

Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic Faith?

Thinking about becoming Catholic?

Want to make your First Holy Communion
and receive the sacrament of Con rmation?

Call for more information 
or to register for the 2021-2022 RCIA Program.

St. Rosalie 340-1962
St. John Bosco 340-0444

RCIA

In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Maureen Bonnett Ferger
BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Mae Mahl & Mable Gerstner

ALTAR WINE
is off ered in memory of

Walter & Doris Treadaway

We ask for your prayers

Let us pray that those in charge of  nance 
will work with governments to regulate the 
 nancial sphere and protect citizens from 
its dangers.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention
for the Month of May

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

Your contributions 
for Good Friday: $   335.00
for the week of Easter April 4: $ 3,445.00 
for the week of April 11:: $ 3,965.00 
for the week of April 18: $ 3,498.00
for the week of April 25: $ 2,708.60
Second Collection – :

Diocese Priest Retirement Fund: $   390.00  
Second Collections – 
 Parish Maintenance month of April: $   582.00
On line giving for the month of April: $ 2,470.00

May 13-19
please pray

for
Nicholas Jandernoa
who is in Candidacy

and studying
in Orange, NJ.

ST. ROSALIE FIRST COMMUNION
May the Body of Christ nourish the souls

of our second graders as they
have received their First Communion

and have taken the next step in
their Catholic faith formation.

Laila Michelle Aguilera
Ali Jade Amaya

Lukas James Andrews
Susie Nathalia Anglin

Cole Edward Boheman
Curtis Anthony Brown
Emily Victoria Castro
Mason Robert Celeste
Katie Alexa Colliver

Jaden Christopher Coutee
Madilynn Baovy Doan

Sadie Ann Dufrene
Elena Michelle Fruge
Landyn Chase Hudson
Rylie Elizabeth Joseph
Wyatt Thomas Lanne

Phong Hoang Le
Lucy Julianne Lee

Bianca Arianny Mendoza
Asher Phuc Nguyen

Christian Duc Nguyen
Elise Thu Hang Nguyen
Tess Kim Tuyen Nguyen

Caroline Rita Schmitt
Mackenzie Angelle Smith

SECOND COLLECTION
The Peter’s Pence collection is a gesture of solidarity 
through which every member of the faithful can 
participate in the activity of the Pope as Pastor of 
the universal Church. “The faithful’s offerings to the 
Holy Father through the Peter’s Pence Collection are 
destined to Church needs, to humanitarian initiatives 
and social promotion projects, as well as to the support 
of the Holy See.” The collection will be taken up on 
the weekend of May 22-23, 2021.

NOTRE DAME SEMINARY SURVEY
Notre Dame Seminary requests your assistance as
they conduct a survey of the people of the Archdio-
cese of New Orleans to help identify the challenges 
that local parishes are facing so that they can ensure 
that the formation programs at Notre Dame Seminary 
are properly preparing priests and lay people to serve 
parishes. Please take a moment to complete a brief 
online survey at www.nds.edu/survey.
The survey will remain alive until May 23, 2021.

Vocation Prayer Intention
May 15 - 21

please pray for
Nicholas Jandernoa

who is in
Candidacy and studying in 

Orange, NJ

The Annual Blue Mass
for First Responders of Jefferson Parish

will be held at 
St. Catherine of Siena 

on 
Sunday, May 30, 2021, at 11:00 a.m.

This is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

Peter’s Pence Collection
Office of National Collections  •  United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 Fourth Street NE  •  Washington, DC 20017-1194
(202) 541-3346  •  Fax (202) 541-3460

SUPPORT THE WORKS OF THE HOLY FATHER THROUGH THE

Peter’s Pence Collection

Be a sign of mercy.

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Photos: © CNS/Vatican Media, CNS/
Paul Haring.

Dear Pastor/Parish Administrator:
 
The Peter’s Pence Collection is a significant way we all fulfill our obligation to support the ongoing 
activities of the Holy See and the Church’s ministry of solidarity to the poor around the world. By par-
ticipating in the Peter’s Pence Collection, you join the Holy Father’s efforts to show mercy to all in two 
ways: you support the ongoing activities of the Holy See, and you contribute to the charitable works of 
the Holy Father on behalf of those who are most in need. Our Catholic tradition calls us to provide for 
the material needs of the Church, and the Peter’s Pence Collection is one of the opportunities we have 
to do so. When your parishioners answer that call, they build up the Church so that it will continue to 
minister to all for generations to come.

The Greek island of Lesbos has been a critical entry point into Europe for refugees fleeing the wars in 
Syria and Afghanistan by way of nearby Turkey. In May 2019, Apostolic Almoner Cardinal Konrad 
Krajewski visited refugees in the camps at Moria and Kara Tepe. Acting on behalf of Pope Francis, and 
in solidarity with the ongoing efforts of the Church in Greece to minister to the refugees, Cardinal 
Krajewski donated €100,000 to Caritas Hellas. With this contribution, the pope helped address the 
urgent needs of migrants who live in ever-deteriorating conditions. Such efforts are made possible when 
you contribute to the Peter’s Pence Collection. For information and a history of Peter’s Pence, please 
visit the Vatican’s website at www.peterspence.va/en.html.

The most important things you can do to help the collection are to announce it at Mass and use the 
parish appeal, bulletin announcements, and prayer intentions found inside this mailer. Additional 
resources are available at www.usccb.org/peters-pence/collection. If you have questions, please contact 
Nicole Germain, assistant director for promotions, at 202-541-3365 or ncpromo@usccb.org.
 
Thank you for continuing to be a sign of mercy by supporting this collection.

In the Heart of Christ,

 
Most Reverend Paul D. Etienne
Archbishop of Seattle
Chairman, USCCB Subcommittee on National Collections

80400601

[Jesus] journeyed from one town and village to 
another, preaching and proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom of God. Accompanying him 
were the Twelve…and many others who provided 

for them out of their resources. —Lk 8:1, 3  

Peter’s Pence Collection         sign of 
mercy.
Be a



 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, May 15
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline G. Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Leboria Burrell
  +Duffy & Derek Dumas
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Deanne LeBlanc
  +All Souls in Purgatory   
  May & Ruiz Families
  +Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
  Peace on Lucky Jean Boat &
      all fishermen
 Sunday, May 16
 9:00am +Marilyn DeBlanc
  +Joseph Hung Monh Do
  +Lou LaMaison
  +Estelle & William Allen
  +Carmen Koenig Kass
  +Derek DiMarco
  +Maria Hoang & Joseph Nguyen
  +Peter & Maria Nguyen
  Xuyen Bui
  Leo Meerman
  +Jim McKenna
  +JD Spano 
 Noon Verdin Family
Monday, May 17
 7:00am Julie Kirkland
Tuesday, May 18
 7:00am Happy Birthday Holly Hecker
Wednesday, May 19 
 7:00am +Michael Poussard
Thursday, May 20
 7:00am +All Souls in Purgatory
Friday, May 21
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners

“All my work began with a 
simple Hail Mary for 
Our Lady’s help.”

~Don Bosco

Announcements
Knights of Columbus May Crowning 
Monday, May 17th - Rosary: 6:30pm

May Crowning begins at 7:00pm 
**Space is limited, please arrive early. 
Semiannual Audit - Saturday, May 15th 10:30am

All members are invited to attend.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB  Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  9:00 & 12:00 Noon
Current Confession Schedule

Saturday:  4:30 - 5:15pm (before Vigil Mass)

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.

Womens Society 
‘Half The Pot’ Raffle
Tickets are $1.00 each or

 6 for $5.00
Drawing June 20th after the 

Noon Mass


