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Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire,
which parted and came to rest on each on of them.

And they were all filled with the

Holy Spirit                  Acts 2:4
Holy Spirit 
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The Pastor Jots It Down
My dear parishioners and friends of St. John Bosco and St. Rosalie Parishes and School,

Happy Birthday Church! 
Pentecost is referred to as the “birthday of the church”, as it is often understood that Jesus “completed” 

his work with his disciples by sending the Holy Spirit, and now it was their job to continue that work, 
empowered by the Spirit.

Last Sunday, we celebrated Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven. This Sunday, Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate 
the coming of the Holy Spirit and the empowering of the Church with the graces needed for its growth 
throughout the word. There is an intimate connection between these two feasts.

Before Jesus ascended into Heaven, He gave the disciples this great commission: Go, make disciples of all 
nations…teach them to observe all that I have commanded you…know that am with you always.

We know that the promise of Jesus’ real though invisible presence echoes the name Emmanuel (God is 
with us) given to him in the infancy narratives.

Also, before ascending into Heaven Jesus promised to send the promise of my Father (i.e., the gift of the 
Holy Spirit).

Despite these promises, the disciples were still fearful and locked themselves in the upper room with 
Mary.

Nine days later, Jesus fulfilled his promise and sent the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit then emboldened the 
apostles to live the great commission without fear: they preached, they baptized, and they taught. People 
upon hearing them came to know, believe, and dedicate their lives to Jesus. With the gift of the Spirit, some 
3000 persons were baptized that day.

As the apostles became the missionary disciples that Jesus called them to be with the gift of the Spirit, so, 
too, we are gifted with the Holy Spirit and have received the same commission on the day of our Baptism as 
the apostles received on Pentecost.

Before receiving the Holy Spirit, the disciples spent nine days praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
And then they welcomed the spirit in their lives and fully cooperated with the Spirit in fulfilling Jesus’ 
command.  The Church then experienced phenomenal growth.

The question today is “how open am I to the gift of the Spirit”.  How convinced am I that Jesus’ command 
to the disciples was also given to me: Go, Make Disciples and Teach? How many people have become 
disciples of the Lord because of me or have grown in discipleship because of my efforts?

May the Holy Spirit embolden us today to fully live our faith and accept our responsibility as missionary 
disciples to build up the Church, Christ’s body on earth.

Reminders from the Archbishop: 1) Keep holy the Lord’s Day – worship together on Sunday, avoid work, 
spend quality time with God and those you love, 2) Sunday Mass – an invitation from God to grow in love 
with him and go better known ourselves as Catholics. He awaits our response. 3) On Sunday, June 6th, the 
Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass in person will be restored. The 
Archbishop invites all to respond to Christ’s invitation “to come to the table” as our churches open more 
fully. 

God loves you!



Prayer of a 
Mother for a 
Wayward Child
Beg the intercession of St. Anne, mother of Mary 
and grandmother of Jesus, for the conversion of 
your precious loved one. 

O holy mother, St. Anne, so rich in graces! You 
never leave unheard the pleadings and tears of a 
mother who prays for a lost child. You know my 
grief and the anguish of my heart. Look down 
with your maternal eyes upon this lost child, and 
bring him/her back to the practice of the faith, 
that he/she may again serve God faithfully and 
thus obtain eternal happiness. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Pray the Hail Mary three times. 



 

  A six-year-old Protestant 
boy had often heard his 
fellow Catholics pray the 
Hail Mary. He liked it so 
much that he memorized it 
and prayed it every day.   
  "Look, mommy, what a 

beautiful prayer," he told his mother one day.
  "Do not say it again," replied the mother. "It 
is a superstitious prayer of Catholics who worship 
idols and who think that Mary is a goddess. She is a 
woman like any other. Come on. Take this Bible and 
read it. It contains everything we have to do.” From 
that day on, the boy stopped praying his Hail Mary 
every day and spent more time reading the Bible.
  One day, while reading the Gospel, he saw the 
passage on the Annunciation of the Angel to the Virgin. 
Full of joy, the boy ran to his mother and said: "Mommy, 
I found the Hail Mary in the Bible: ‘Hail, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women’. 
Why do you call it a superstitious prayer?"
  She did not answer. On another occasion, he found 
the scene of Elizabeth's salutation to the Virgin Mary 
and the beautiful canticle of the Magnificat, in which 
Mary announced: 'from now on all generations shall 
call me blessed'. He did not say anything to his mother 
and began to pray the Hail Mary every day again, as he 
used to do. He felt pleasure in telling those beautiful 
words to the Mother of Jesus, Our Savior.
  When he turned fourteen, one day he heard his 
family discussing about Our Lady. They all said that 
Mary was an ordinary woman. The boy, after hearing 
their erroneous reasoning, could not take it anymore 
and, full of indignation, he interrupted them saying: 
"Mary is not like any other son of Adam, stained with 
sin. No! The Angel called her FULL OF GRACE 
AND BLESSED AMONG WOMEN.
  Mary is the Mother of Jesus and consequently, 
the Mother of God. There is no greater dignity to 
which a creature can aspire. The Gospel says that 
all generations shall call her blessed, while you try 
to despise her. Your spirit is not the spirit of the 
Gospel or the Bible you claim is the foundation of 
the Christian religion."

  The impression made by the boy's words on his 
mother was so deep that she often wept inconsolably: 
"Oh, God, I fear that this son of mine will one day join 
the Catholic religion, the religion of the Popes!" And 
indeed, a short time later, the son was convinced that 
the Catholic religion was the only authentic one, he 
embraced it and became one of his most ardent apostles.
  A few years after his conversion, the protagonist of 
our story found his sister already married. He wanted 
to greet her and hug her, but she rejected him and said 
indignantly: "You have no idea how much I love my 
children. If one of them wanted to become Catholic, 
I would first bury a dagger in their heart than allow 
them to embrace the religion of the Popes."
  Her anger and temper were as furious as those of 
St. Paul before his conversion. However, she would 
soon change her mind, as happened to St. Paul on 
his way to Damascus. It happened that one of her 
children fell seriously ill. The doctors gave no hope 
for his recovery.
As soon as her brother found out, he looked for her in 
the hospital and spoke to her with affection, saying: 
"Dear sister, you naturally want your child to be 
cured. Very well, then do what I'm going to ask you. 
Let us pray together a Hail Mary and promise God, 
that if your child recovers, you will study the Catholic 
doctrine. And in case you come to the conclusion 
that Catholicism is the only true religion, you will 
embrace it no matter what sacrifices this implies."
  His sister was initially reluctant, but she wanted 
her son to recover, so she accepted his brother's 
proposal and prayed with him a Hail Mary. The next 
day, her son was completely healed. The mother 
fulfilled her promise and began studying the Catholic 
doctrine. After intense preparation, she received 
Baptism in the Catholic Church along with her entire 
family. How much she thanked her brother that he 
had been an apostle to her.
  This story was told by Father Francis Tuckwell 
in one of his homilies. "Brothers," he concluded, "the 
Protestant boy who became a Catholic and converted 
his sister to Catholicism, devoted his whole life to 
the service of God.
  He is the priest who speaks to you now. How 
much I owe to the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady! You too, 
my dear brothers, dedicate yourselves completely to 
serving Our Lady and do not let a single day pass 
without saying the beautiful prayer of the Hail Mary 
as well as your Rosary. Ask her to enlighten the 
minds of Protestants who are separated from the true 
Church of Christ founded on the Rock (Peter) and 
against which 'the gates of hell will never prevail'."

From Liliana Santamaria’s 
Facebook Post

The Protestant 
Boy and The 
Virgin Mary!



   

Joe Becigneul   
Facebook Post April 18, 2021

Gillian is a Dancer!
Gillian is a seven-year-old girl who cannot sit in school. She continually 
gets up, gets distracted, flies with thoughts, and doesn't follow lessons. Her 
teachers worry about her, punish her, scold her, reward the few times that 
she is attentive, but nothing. Gillian does not know how to sit and cannot 
be attentive.
  When she comes home, her mother punishes her too. So not only does 
she, Gillian have bad grades and punishment at school, but she also suffers 
from them at home.
  One day, Gillian's mother is called to school. The lady, sad as 
someone waiting for bad news, takes her hand and goes to the interview 
room. The teachers speak of illness, of an obvious disorder. Maybe it's 
hyperactivity or maybe she needs a medication. 
  During the interview an old teacher arrives who knows the little girl. 
He asks all the adults, mother and colleagues, to follow him into an  
     adjoining room from where she can still be seen. As he leaves, 
      he tells Gillian that they will be back soon and turns on an 
      old radio with music. 
        As the girl is alone in the room, she immediately 
       gets up and begins to move up and down chasing the 
           music in the air with her feet and her heart. 
           The teacher smiles as the colleagues and the 
       mother look at him between confusion and compassion,
      as is often done with the old. So he says:
       "See? Gillian is not sick, Gillian is a dancer!"
         He recommends that her mother take her to a dance 
         class and that her colleagues make her dance from 
         time to time. She attends her first lesson and when 
         she gets home she tells her mother: 
           "Everyone is like me, no one can sit there!"
        In 1981, after a career as a dancer, opening her own
        dance academy and receiving international recognition
        for her art, Gillian Lynne became the choreographer of 
       the musical "Cats."
  Hopefully all “different” children find adults capable of welcoming 
them for who they are and not for what they lack.
  Long live the differences, the little black sheep and the 
misunderstood. They are the ones who create beauty in this world.
 



SECOND COLLECTION
The Peter’s Pence collection is a gesture of solidarity 
through which every member of the faithful can 
participate in the activity of the Pope as Pastor of 
the universal Church. “The faithful’s offerings to the 
Holy Father through the Peter’s Pence Collection are 
destined to Church needs, to humanitarian initiatives 
and social promotion projects, as well as to the support 
of the Holy See.” The collection will be taken up on 
the weekend of May 22-23, 2021.

NOTRE DAME SEMINARY SURVEY
Notre Dame Seminary requests your assistance as
they conduct a survey of the people of the Archdio-
cese of New Orleans to help identify the challenges 
that local parishes are facing so that they can ensure 
that the formation programs at Notre Dame Seminary 
are properly preparing priests and lay people to serve 
parishes. Please take a moment to complete a brief 
online survey at www.nds.edu/survey.
The survey will remain alive until May 23, 2021.

The Divine Mercy Parish Legion of Mary 
invites you to attend 

an Evening of Prayer for Our Country at 
Divine Mercy Parish 

4337 Sal Lentini Parkway 
Kenner, LA 70065 

on May 31st, Memorial Day, 
to honor the men and women who died while 

serving in the U.S. military. The Evening will start at 
6:30 PM with Mass, to be followed by the Patriotic 

Rosary. For more information, 
please visit https://www.divinemercyparish.org/

events/evening-of-prayer-for-our-country.

We ask for your prayers
May 22-28 

please pray for 
all graduates to know 

Mary’s presence in their lives 
during this month of May.

The Annual Blue Mass
for First Responders of Jefferson Parish

will be held at 
St. Catherine of Siena 

on 
Sunday, May 30, 2021, at 11:00 a.m.

This is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

Do you have an hour you can 
devote to Jesus?

 We need new Adorers in order 
to reopen the Adoration Chapel!

We are preparing to reopen the Chapel for the full 
120 Hours of Adoration...but we need you! Please 
consider committing to an hour, being a partner, or 
even a substitute. Because of generous, committed, 
and scheduled adorers, all who wish quiet time to pray 
are welcome to visit and experience intimate time with 
Jesus. New Adorers NEEDED -  register by sending 
name, email, and phone number to StJohnBosco@ 
AdorationServants.org or to Chapel Coordinator,
Edie Meaux, at EdithMeaux@Cox.net.
**You must be registered to receive the door code.**

Announcements

In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Godfrey E. Boudreaux, Sr.

BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP
will burn in memory of
Sam & Helen Territo

ALTAR WINE
is offered in memory of
Fr. John DiFiore, SDB

SECOND COLLECTION
There will be a Second Collection taken up 

this weekend at all Masses. The Peter’s Pence 
collection is a gesture of solidarity through which 
every member of the faithful can participate in 
the activity of the Pope as Pastor of the universal 
Church. “The faithful’s offerings to the Holy Father 
through the Peter’s Pence Collection are destined to 
Church needs, to humanitarian initiatives and social 
promotion projects, as well as to the support of the 
Holy See.” 

The Annual Blue Mass
for First Responders of Jefferson Parish

will be held at
St. Catherine of Siena

on
Sunday, May 30, 2021, at 11:00 a.m.

This is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

NOTRE DAME SEMINARY SURVEY
Notre Dame Seminary requests your assistance as 

they conduct a survey of the people of the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans to help identify the challenges that 
local parishes are facing so that they can ensure that 
the formation programs at Notre Dame Seminary are 
properly preparing priests and lay people to serve 
parishes. Please take a moment to complete a brief 
online survey at www.nds.edu/survey. 

The survey will remain alive until May 23, 2021. 
Thank you!

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your contributions for the month of April: 
for Good Friday: $  335.00
for the week of Easter April 4: $ 3,445.00
for the week of April 11: $ 3,965.00
for the week of April 18: $ 3,498.00
for the week of April 25: $ 2,708.60
Second Collection – :

Diocese Priest Retirement Fund: $  390.00
Second Collections – 

Parish Maintenance month of April: $  582.00
On line giving for the month of April: $ 2,470.00 

POPE FRANCIS’
MAY PRAYER INTENTION

The Divine Mercy Parish Legion of Mary
invites you to attend

an Evening of Prayer for Our Country at
Divine Mercy Parish

4337 Sal Lentini Parkway
Kenner, LA 70065

on May 31st, Memorial Day,
to honor the men and women who died while 
serving in the U.S. military. The Evening will 

start at 6:30 PM with Mass, to be followed by the 
Patriotic Rosary. For more information,

please visit https://www.divinemercyparish.org/
events/evening-of-prayer-for-our-country

Let us pray that those in charge of finance will 
work with governments to regulate the financial 
sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.



 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, May 22
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Ronald Jacobs, AOD
  +Jacqueline G. Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Leboria Burrell
  +Duffy & Derek Dumas
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Rita & Oren Breaux, Sr.
  +Matthew Foret
  +All Souls in Purgatory   
  May & Ruiz Families
  +Jim McKenna
  +Mary Ann Ramos
Sunday, May 23
 9:00am +Derek DiMarco
 Noon +Joseph Hung Monh Do
  +Carmen Koenig Kass
  +Maria Hoang & Joseph Nguyen
  +Peter & Maria Nguyen
  Xuyen Bui
  Leo Meerman
  +John D Spano 
  +Marie-Katie Ducote
  +Andre A. Domino, MOB 5/10
  +Editha Pimentel, MOB 5/15
Monday, May 24
 7:00am +Maria Pham
Tuesday, May 25
 7:00am +Guillermo Q. Abdon, Jr., MOB
Wednesday, May 26 
 7:00am +Paul Nha Chu
Thursday, May 27
 7:00am +Robert Penn
Friday, May 28
 7:00am +Malcolm McKneely

Announcements
March Contributions :
 March 7 Weekly  $3,931.00
       Maintenance       929.00
 March 14 Weekly    3,132.00
 March 21 Weekly    5,938.00
 March 28 Weekly    4,240.00
       Notre Dame Seminary      324.00
 March Online Giving    4,822.00 

May God Bless your continued support!

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB  Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  9:00 & 12:00 Noon
Current Confession Schedule

Saturday:  4:30 - 5:15pm (before Vigil Mass)

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Adele & Odele DeSoto

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

John D. Spano

Womens Society 
‘Half The Pot’ Raffle
Tickets are $1.00 each or

 6 for $5.00
Drawing June 20th ~
Following Noon Mass

SUNDAY, MAY 23 - 12:00 Noon
Special Mass for 

Fr. Mark Hyde, sdb

In Honor of his
40th Anniversary of Priesthood


