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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Churches and School,

  Happy Feast of Our 
Blessed Mother’s Assumption 
into Heaven! Today’s feast is 
a reminder that God desires 
Heaven for every one of us. 
Yet, whether we fulfill God’s 
desire is up to each of us.  Do 
we accept God’s invitation? 
Because God has blessed us 
with free will, we can choose.  
We can choose to do God’s 

will as Mary did when she said YES to the Angel 
Gabriel or we can be selfish and think we know 
better than God what is good for us. With Mary’s 
help, we can strive to do our part in bringing about 
God’s Kingdom here on earth as Mary did. Knowing 
that if we do our part to the best of our ability, we too 
will be able to join our God in Heaven together with 
Mary and all the angels and saints.

  This weekend we complete our parishes’ renewed 
Mass schedule with the addition of an 8 pm Sunday 
evening Mass at St. John Bosco – a Mass which is 
specially geared to youth and young adults though 
everyone no matter one’s age is welcome to attend.  
We begin this new outreach today on the Feast of 
Our Lady’s Assumption into Heaven.  We place this 
new parish endeavor under the help and guidance of 
Mary.
  I call upon all our parishioners to be missionary 
disciples and spread the news of this venture in 
whatever way you can: by word of mouth, by sharing 
on social media, or in other creative ways. God bless 
your goodness and generosity in promoting this 
special Sunday Mass among our youth and the youth 
of the Westbank.
  As you are probably aware, we are experiencing 
another surge in Covid 19 cases which is 
overwhelming our hospitals.  If you have not gotten 
the vaccine, please consider doing so.  More than 
90% of all Covid hospitalizations today are people 
who have not received the vaccine.
  Also, masks are once again mandated to be used 
in Churches and other gathering places both for 
the unvaccinated and the vaccinated.  If one is not 
feeling well, you might have Covid, please don’t 
come to Church.  If you are coughing or sneezing, 
have a pounding headache, muscular aches and 

pains, extreme tiredness, etc., you may have Covid 
– please get tested.
  These days its also important that we wash 
our hands frequently and use hand sanitizer when 
entering and leaving the church.
  As missionary disciples, please extend personal 
invitations to family members and friends who are 
not Catholic, to those who may have fallen away from 
the faith, to those who have not made their 1st Holy 
Communion or Confirmation. The RCIA Inquiry 
Program begins the first Sunday after Labor Day at 
9am in the St. Rosalie Parish Center.  If you offer to 
accompany the person to the weekly sessions, that 
may be just what is needed for the invitee to explore 
the program. Bishop James Walsh of Maryknoll 
tells us: “it may be for your word of invitation or 
encouragement that the soul of some future apostle 
is waiting.”  Remember today God speaks through 
human instruments. Be bold with your invitations on 
behalf of God.
  Parents of school age children, please remember 
that registration for our religious education and 
confirmation programs will take place the weekend 
of August 21st and 22nd.  Further info regarding 
registration can be found in the announcements 
section of this bulletin.
  Parents of our school children and religious 
education students, it’s extremely important that you 
witness to your children the importance of making 
Sundays special by worshiping together as a family 
and by periodically going to confession as a family 
several times throughout the year. Unless the family 
gives witness to these basic Catholic values, the work 
of our catechists is in vain. More often than not, if the 
witness of a sacramental life is not modeled in the 
home, the children will come to the conclusion that 
if Mom and Dad don’t live a sacramental life aren’t 
going, then it’s not something they need to do or they 
believe they are not good friends with Jesus because 
they’re not getting to Sunday Mass because Mom 
and Dad aren’t going.
  Let’s join in prayer that this new pastoral year 
will be a year of real spiritual growth for all our 
parishioners, students, and families.
  God loves you!



  What seems like a long time ago 
back in 2019, Andrew Early was passing 
Immaculate Conception school with his 
mother, Anne Early and grandmother, 
Jackie Gerstner. He noticed a bench in the 
school yard. It was an interesting bench 
made of wood with children’s handprints 
all over it. He inquired about the buddy 
bench and was told that it was there for 
the children to make new friends. Being 
the inquisitive boy that he is, he asked why 
St. Rosalie didn’t have a bench like that. 
Noone knew the answer to that question. 
Andrew got an idea. Why couldn’t he raise 
money to buy a bench for St. Rosalie? 
Mom said “That’s a great idea.”

What exactly is a buddy bench? 
  A buddy bench is there to promote inclusion. It tells others that you are 
looking for a friend. It gives students a safe space to eliminate loneliness and foster 
friendships.

  Andrew knew what he would do – he would go to the different clubs in the 
parish and ask for donations to buy a buddy bench for the school yard. He went to 
the Altar Society/Women’s Club, the Men’s Club, the Knights of Columbus and 
finally the Knights of Columbus Ladies’ Auxiliary. Andrew made a presentation at 
each of the clubs’ meetings. Wow! Success! He collected enough for not one… not 
two…but THREE benches. 

  With funds in hand he went to Mr. Andrew Callais, a parishioner who makes 
handmade wooden benches and purchased three benches. He had the benches 
delivered to school. Along came COVID and everything was shut down and the 
benches were forgotten. 

  Recently, O.J. Orgeron, a member of the KCs and Bob Lino, Grand Knight, 
had the Blessed Mother Statue painted and Andrew’s benches placed by the statue 
located under the tree in the parking lot by the Salesian Youth Center. What a lovely 
quiet area for children to make new friends.

  Great work, Andrew. Enjoy the new school year. We know the kids will enjoy 
sitting by our Lady while hoping for new friends.

A Mission for Andrew Early… 

New Buddy Benches for Our School



Motivational Stories 
With Morals For Kids
There are plenty of ways to motivate children and channel their 
energies in the right direction. One such way is to read them 
motivating stories. Here are a couple of the best motivational stories 
to encourage your little one:

On the banks of a river, there is a tree where a swarm of bees set up 
their beehive. They remain busy the entire day buzzing on flowers and 
collecting honey. One fine day, a bee feels thirsty and goes to the river to 
drink some water. As the bee tries to drink, a wave of the current sweeps 
it away. The bee starts drowning.

Fortunately, a beautiful dove, who has been watching from a distance, 
rushes to help the poor bee. She plucks a big leaf from a tree and flies 
towards the bee. The dove places the leaf near the bee. The bee mounts 
on the leaf and dries its wings. In some time, the bee finds the strength 
to fly away to safety.

A couple of weeks later, the dove is caught in a dangerous situation. As 
she is sitting on the branch of a tree, an archer targets at her. The dove 
looks for an escape but sees a large hawk hovering around her.

That’s when her good deed returns to her. The bee comes to her rescue 
by stinging the archer hard. By then the archer releases the arrow, which 
misses the dove and hits the hawk, instead. The dove flies away to 
safety.

Moral Of The Story:  Good always comes back.

The Bee 
and the Dove



One day, a man finds a butterfly emerging from its cocoon. He sits there 
and watches the butterfly struggle to come out through the tiny opening. 
After a while, he decides to help the butterfly when he sees it is not 
moving.

Using a pair of scissors, the man snips off the cocoon and opens it 
fully. The butterfly emerges out easily but it has a swollen body and 
undeveloped wings. The man waits patiently to see the wings grow and 
tries to nurse the butterfly but in vain.

The butterfly spends the rest of her short life, struggling to fly and 
crawling around. The man tried to do a good deed without realizing that 
some struggles are important in life. Nature has designed the butterfly’s 
body to struggle before it can fly.

Moral Of The Story: 
The struggles and hardships in life shape our personality. They make us 
courageous and independent.

Source: 
https://www.momjunction.com/articles/best-online-inspirational-stories-for-
your-child_0093785/#5-best-motivational-stories-with-morals-for-kids 

A Butterfly’s 
Struggle



Young Adult/Youth Mass
Beginning Sunday, August 15th 

at 8:00 pm

*Everyone is invited to attend*

112 Hour Perpetual Adoration 

REGISTRATION FOR 
RELIGION CLASSES & CONFIRMATION

  Registration for PREP (CCD) grades 1 thru 8 
and Westbank High School of Religion, grades 9 thru 
11 will be held on the weekend of August 21st and 
22nd in the Chapel before and after all Masses.

  If you are entering your junior year in High 
School and would like to make your Confirmation 
this coming year, then you should also register at this 
time. 

  All registrants should bring a copy of their 
Birth Certificate, Baptism Certificate and First 
Communion Certificate (if you are in high school). 
Please bring copies, not originals, as there is no way 
to make copies in the Chapel.

To visit or volunteer an hour each week, 
inquire to Edie Meaux, Chapel Coordinator, 
at EdithMeaux@Cox.net or StJohnBosco@

AdorationServants.org.

Ushers

Announcements

Ushers have the responsibility to greet parishioners and visitors as they enter church. The ministry 
is to assist others by handing out materials needed for liturgical functions, assist worshipers in 
finding a seat, taking up the collection, selecting a family for the gift offering, directing those who 
are receiving communion and helping in other areas where needed. The ministry is open to anyone 
(male or female) over the age of 18. If you are interested in being an usher, call the office or 
email  (office@saintjohnboscochurch.org) name, phone number, and preferred Mass. 

Parish Volunteers Needed



 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, August 14
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm May & Ruiz Families
  +Dale Hymel
  +William Allen, MOB
  +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Paul & Jeanne Dugas
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  Peace on the Lucky Jean Boat & 
    all fisherman
  +Jacob Hung Nguyen
Sunday, August 15
 9:00am +Douglas F. Ferrer
 Noon +Lou LaMaison
  Thanksgiving to St. Jude
  Peace on the Lucky Jean Boat & 
    all fisherman
  All Souls in Purgatory
  +Jim McKenna
  +Leo Meerman
  +Delores LeCompte
  +James Schouest, Sr.
  +John D. Spano
 Monday, August 16
 7:00am +John Miller
Tuesday, August 17
 7:00am All Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday, August 18
 7:00am +Rosario ‘Boogie’ Termine
Thursday, August 19
 7:00am +Yvonne Mirabin, MOB
Friday, August 20
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Deacon Charles Duhe

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

John Schouest, Sr.

Announcements  

Womens Society 
There will not be a Womens 
Society this month. The next 

meeting will be 
Monday, September 27th 

**Bake Sale 
October 16th & 17th**

Knights of Columbus Monthly 
Meeting

Monday, August 16th - 
Rosary: 6:30pm
Meeting: 7:00pm

 All men who are active  parishioners are invited.

Drawing for the Mary Statue will be in September. 
Winner need not be present.

Womens Society 
Monthly Meeting
Monday, July 26th 

beginning at 6:30pm
All women in the parish are invited.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB  
Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  9:00am, 12:00 Noon & 8:00pm


