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 This people honors me with their lips,
 but their hearts are far from me;
 in vain do they worship me… 

Jesus quoting Isaiah the Prophet



The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Churches and School,

  On the day of our Baptism we were called to be missionary disciples.  
We were called to be like the 12 Apostles on fire with zeal for spreading 
the good news of Jesus. The zeal of the apostles laid the foundations for the 
Holy Catholic Church being present throughout the world today.
  The Apostles were called by the Lord. In their encounter with the Lord, 
they surrendered and followed him; also carrying on his Mission after he 
returned home to his heavenly father.
  Today, we can ask ourselves about our zeal in spreading the good news 
of Jesus and the good news of what my Catholic faith means to me.
  How can we measure our zeal for the faith? How can we measure our 
desire to be missionary disciples?

  Missionary discipleship can be measured by rating ourselves in eight different areas, namely
    Worship   Prayer   Service   Giving
       Learning    Discerning    Fellowship    Fruitfulness
  I invite you to slowly and carefully read the next page of this bulletin on missionary discipleship and 
then rate yourself in each area. 
  Using this scale: 1) Wow, I need a lot of work    2) I need to improve  3) I’m perfect
   Worship  1  2  3  What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
   Prayer    1  2  3  What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
   Service       1  2  3  What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
   Giving    1  2  3  What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
   Learning     1  2  3 What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
   Discerning  1  2  3  What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
   Fellowship  1  2  3  What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
   Fruitfulness 1  2  3 What can I do to improve? ________________________________________
 
  Of course, without seeing the results, I think we all must admit that we fall into categories 1 and 2.  
That’s OK.  
  Although we cannot be complacent and remain at the level we find ourselves.  We must challenge 
ourselves to grow – hence the question in each area.  If we do just one thing in each area, we’ll have a 
tremendous plan to assist us in becoming better missionary disciples during this coming pastoral year.
  If something is important it stands to be said repeatedly.  With that in mind, I will put before you the 
words you find at the conclusion of the missionary discipleship article.
  “Missionary discipleship is not unconscious or accidental, and it is not something we inherit or culturally 
acquire. It is more than following religious rules, attending Sunday Mass or ‘being good’. It is not a 
transactional relationship with a judgmental God. Missionary discipleship requires a deliberate decision to 
follow Jesus Christ as a disciple in the midst of his Church.
  From the description above, we can see how an increase in the number of missionary disciples might have 
significant implications for the life and vibrancy of a parish. Attendance, stewardship, apostolic creativity, 
evangelization, vocations and catechesis are all enriched. Transformed lives transform parishes, which in 
turn transform the world around them.”
  God loves you!  



  A missionary disciple has been described as someone who has had a transformational encounter with 
Jesus and has then chosen to surrender and follow. A missionary disciple has encountered Jesus through a 
personal experience of the love and presence of God. As a result of this encounter, they have chosen to say 
‘yes’ – to surrender to God's love and God’s will for their life. They allow their entire life to be transformed 
by this relationship.

  Missionary disciples:
• worship – enthusiastically praise God, give thanks for their many blessings and hunger  
  for opportunities to encounter Jesus through the sacraments. They regularly attend 
  Mass and frequent the Sacrament of Reconciliation
• pray – have a robust personal prayer life. There are many different ways to habitually 
  spend time with God. Prayer preferences are unique to each person and their individual
  relationship with God. The important thing is to regularly ‘show up’ for prayer
•   serve – look for opportunities to help others, both within the Christian community and
  outside of it. Missionary disciples want to do whatever they can to assist in the proper
  functioning of the parish and the care of those within it. And, importantly, they also have
  a heart to help the world become a more just place through generous service to those in
  need
• give – see everything they have as a gift from God and understand that sacrificial giving 
  is a form of worship and a way of giving thanks – by giving God the ‘first fruits’ rather  
  than the ‘leftovers’
•  learn – are eager to learn as much as they can about Jesus and the Church. Missionary
  disciples read the Bible and other spiritual books and make it a priority to attend seminars,
  group studies and retreat opportunities in order to grow and deepen their faith and  
  discipleship
•  discern – want to understand where God is leading them. They actively discern their 
  vocational call so as to live the unique plan God has created them for
• fellowship – share life with fellow disciples in a community that nurtures and supports  
  their mission in the world. They actively seek to draw outsiders into the Christian 
  community through accompaniment and invitation
• are fruitful – exhibit the fruits of the Spirit as described in Galatians 5:22–23: ‘The fruit 
  of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness,
  and self-control.’ Missionary disciples are filled with the Holy Spirit, and their faces and
  their lives radiate this reality.

  Missionary discipleship is not unconscious or accidental, and it is not something we inherit or 
culturally acquire. It is more than following religious rules, attending Sunday Mass or ‘being good’. It 
is not a transactional relationship with a judgmental God. Missionary discipleship requires a deliberate 
decision to follow Jesus Christ as a disciple in the midst of his Church.
  From the description above, we can see how an increase in the number of missionary disciples might 
have significant implications for the life and vibrancy of a parish. Attendance, stewardship, apostolic 
creativity, evangelization, vocations and catechesis are all enriched. Transformed lives transform parishes, 
which in turn transform the world around them.  
   
From: https://melbournecatholic.org/news/missionary-discipleship-what-it-means-and-why-it-matters 

What is a Missionary Disciple? 



  I first encountered Don Bosco and Mary under the 
title of Help of Christians in the seventh grade when 
the Salesian Sisters arrived at Immaculate Conception 
Grammar School in Marrero, LA. When I was 14, 
my family began attending St. Rosalie Church. Fr. 
Joe Vien, SDB, a young associate pastor, would ask 
me to lector. Like many teens, I would grumble to 
myself, but in hindsight, it proved to be a formative 
experience that led me to lector regularly as an adult. 
I attended a tri-school COR retreat at Archbishop 
Shaw High School and subsequently staffed another. 
There, I got to know Fr. John Nazzaro, SDB, a young 
priest at the time, who was just as much fun then as 
he is now!
  I came home from college one weekend and 
heard a homily about the need to increase donations 
to the collection basket. I was incensed and hastily 
dashed off a letter to Fr. Jim Curran, pastor at the 
time. God bless him! He kindly wrote me back and 
explained that the church had bills to pay, too. Fr. Jim 

and I would become great friends over the years.
  When my intended and I sat down with Fr. Jim for 
marriage preparation, we were surprised to discover 
our wedding date, May 24, was also the Feast of Our 
Lady, Help of Christians. Fr. Jim thought we selected 
that date with Mary’s feast day in mind – but it was 
She, Our Lady, who chose us.
  The desire to live in God’s grace through following 
the Church’s teaching on Natural Family Planning 
was a transformative experience in my life. My eyes 
were opened to the beauty of the Church’s teaching on 
marriage and family life; how wonderfully designed 
the human body is by Our Creator; how my body 
naturally worked to bring forth new life; how the 
composition of mother’s milk changed depending on 
whether the baby was premature, full-term or even, 
an older nursling. It was in those hectic moments of 
motherhood that I found my greatest joy and ample 
opportunity to reflect on Our Lady as a mother and 
wife.

“She Who Chose Us”

By Jill Landry Stoner, Parishioner, St. Rosalie Parish, Harvey, LA



  I could relate to Mary’s hidden years in 
Nazareth in my years as a young mother, years that 
were busy with the minutiae of daily life. These 
included nurturing, rejoicing, and reading books to 
insatiable young minds thirsty to hear more stories, 
be they Mother Goose rhymes, Blueberries for Sal, 
D’Aulaire’s Greek Myths, Lives of the Saints, or 
stories from the children’s Bibles. They also were 
made up of establishing house rules for a growing 
family and always trying to imagine the best way 
forward to bring these young souls to know, love, 
and serve Christ.
In the Divine Praises, we hear:
  Blessed be the great Mother of God, 
   Mary most holy,
  Blessed be her holy and 
  Immaculate Conception,
  Blessed be her glorious Assumption,
  Blessed be the name of Mary, 
  Virgin and Mother.  
  Being counter-cultural through our practice of 
Natural Family Planning led us to disregard many of 
the opinions of the world. Although it proved to be a 
slight nuisance to my girls once they began school, 
they were both named after the Blessed Mother as 
Mary Rosalie and Mary Cecilia. My boys both have 
Joseph as one of their middle names – Blessed be St. 
Joseph, Her most chaste spouse.

  Bringing each child to the Blessed Mother’s 
altar after his or her Baptism reminded us of Mary 
and Joseph bringing Jesus to the Temple in His 
Presentation to Simeon in accord with the Mosaic 
Law. One year, our family celebrated several 
momentous occasions corresponding to the Glorious 
Mysteries: our eldest had her birthday on Easter 
Sunday, our fourth was born on Ascension Thursday 
and was baptized on Pentecost, and our second made 

her first Holy Communion on the Feast of Mary’s 
Assumption.
  An old maxim is “the hand that rocks the cradle 
rules the world.” Although I am licensed to practice 
law in Louisiana, I chose to spend my life raising 
my children as a full-time mother. I am indebted 
to my Salesian Family for developing a spirit of 
accompanying youth in me, which has led me to fully 
embrace letting the dust settle and the household 
chores wait so I could be “present” with my children 
in their daily lives. This includes picking them up 
from school when they were most eager to talk and 
excitedly relating their day to me while sitting at the 
kitchen table (or, occasionally, their sorrows and 
challenges).
  After 30 years of marriage, our children are now 
fledged, forging their own paths in this sometimes 
chaotic world. As a mother, I have had a hard time 
letting them go—it’s a bittersweet experience, as we 
don’t live in my grandmother’s world where everyone 
was right down the block or around the corner. My 
children are flung across America, stretching from 
California to Virginia and Chicago to South Bend. 
Like Don Bosco’s famous dream, I anchor myself 
and my family between the two pillars: I imagine 
my loved ones under Our Lady’s mantle and at each 
Holy Eucharist, where I receive and place them in 
Jesus’ most Sacred Heart (slightly riffing on the 
Anima Christi):

  O good Jesus, hear me,
  Within thy wounds hide them,
  Never let them be separated from thee,
  From the evil one defend them,
  At the hour of their death call them
  And bid them come unto thee,
  That with thy saints they may praise thee
  Forever and ever. Amen.

  Jill Landry Stoner is a 40-year parishioner of 
St. Rosalie Parish in Harvey, LA, along with her 
husband, Jim Stoner (a 30-year parishioner). The 
Stoners volunteered as teachers of the sympto-
thermal method of Natural Family Planning for 23 
years through the Couple to Couple League, (a true 
blessing and the best-kept secret of the Catholic 
Church!) and are parents of four living children 
– Rosalie (28), Cecilia (27), Anthony (23), and 
Dominic (19).



Young Adult/Youth Mass
Every Sunday

at 8:00 pm

Please spread the word!
*Everyone is invited to attend*

REGISTRATION FOR 
RELIGION CLASSES & CONFIRMATION

Ushers Needed!

Announcements

We are still in need of Ushers for the Noon 
Mass! Ushers have the responsibility to greet 
parishioners and visitors as they enter church. 
The ministry is to assist others by handing out 
materials needed for liturgical functions, assist 
worshipers in finding a seat, taking up the 
collection, selecting a family for the gift offering, 
directing those who are receiving communion 
and helping in other areas where needed. The 
ministry is open to anyone (male or female) over 
the age of 18. If you are interested in being an 
usher, call the office or email  (stjohnbosco@
arch-no,org) name, phone number, and 
preferred Mass. 

  Registration for PREP (CCD) grades 1 thru 8 and 
Westbank High School of Religion, grades 9 thru 11 
continues.

  If you are entering your junior year in High 
School and would like to make your Confirmation 
this coming year, then you should also register at this 
time. 

 All registrants should send a copy of their 
Birth Certificate, Baptism Certificate and First 
Communion Certi icate (if you are in high school). 
Please send documents to stjohnbosco@arch-no.org, 
put in the collection basket or drop in the mail.

Jesus waits for you 
whom He loves!

Be in silent communion with Him!
Adore Him Mondays after 7 AM Mass 

until midnight on Saturday.
Inquire by email to Edie Meaux

at EdithMeaux@Cox.net or
StJohnBosco@AdorationServants.org

to register for the door code.
COMMIT to an hour each week or visit! 

Need committed adorer: 4 AM Fridays.
Partners desired for

noon Thursdays and 1 PM Mondays.

BRING A FRIEND!



 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, August 28
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Abdon & Quiaoit Families
  +Rita & Oren Breaux, Sr.
  +Matthew Foret
  +Nellie & Claiborne Cheramie
  +Leo Meerman
  Peace on Lucky Jean Boat & 
      all fisherman 
  All Souls in Purgatory
  +Phaolo Nguyen Huu Ndhia
  +Mary Ann Ramos
Sunday, August 29
 9:00am +Helen DeBlanc
 Noon +John Hop Tran
  +Corazon Abdon Taracatac
  +John Hop Tran 
  +Phaolo Nguyen Huu Ndhia
  +C. J. Johnson
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, August 30
 7:00am +Anthony DiMarco, Sr., AOD
Tuesday, August 31
 7:00am +J. D. Spano
Wednesday, September 1
 7:00am +Roy Paretti, MOB
Thursday, September 2
 7:00am +Mary Ann Ramos, MOB
Friday, September 3
 7:00am +Marilyn DeBlanc, AOD
Saturday, September 4
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
  +Phanxico Xavie Duong My
  +Doug Trauth, Sr.
  +Phaolo Nguyen Huu Ndhia
  +Jim McKenna
  All Souls in Purgtory

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Peggy & Anthony DiMarco, Sr.

Bread & Wine
At the request of

Raymond Ward

Announcements  

Employment Opportunity
We are in need of a Grounds & Building 
Maintenance person. For more information 
please call the office and leave your contact 
information or forward your resume to 
stjohnbosco@arch-no.org.

Womens Society 
Monthly Meeting
Monday, July 26th 

beginning at 6:30pm
All women in the parish are invited.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB  
Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  9:00am, 12:00 Noon &
NEW YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MASS -  8:00pm




