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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

 “Ephphatha!” —  “Be opened!”



The Pastor Jots It Down
My dear parishioners and friends of St. John Bosco and St. Rosalie Parishes and School, 

  This Sunday’s Gospel focuses on Jesus, his compassion for those who 
are suffering, his healing power, and the faith of the people in Jesus’ power 
to heal.
  Note well, the people brought the deaf-mute to Jesus.  They had faith 
that Jesus could heal him. They had no doubts that Jesus could do it. Because 
of their faith, Jesus did heal him. 
  I think most of feel the need for healing for ourselves, for ourselves, 
and for those who offend us. Total faith expressed in prayer and action is key.

Jesus has given us the sacraments for healing and strength. We can only 
receive their healing power and strength, if we make use of them.  That’s 
why its important to regularly celebrate the Sunday Eucharist and receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation frequently.

  Our school children have regular opportunities for both Mass and Confession. It is important that 
their lived sacramental life in school be re-enforced by Family Sunday Mass attendance as well as regular 
times for the whole family to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
  As many of us have learned in our younger days: a sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ 
to give grace.

An outward sign encompasses the words and actions/materials through which a sacrament is conferred.
  In the gospel account today, the healing takes place when Jesus puts his finger in the man’s ears and 
spitting touched his tongue while saying the word “Ephphatha!” i.e., “Be opened!”

Jesus, gives us these powerful moments of grace to assist us throughout life: Baptism at birth; 
Confession and Eucharist throughout life;  Confirmation as we make a decision to confirm and strengthen 
our faith life; Matrimony and Holy Orders as we commit to graced vocations; and the Sacrament of the 
Sick to assist us in our weakness and as we come to the reality that our earthly journey is coming to an end. 
  RCIA Program: During these days let’s be missionary disciples and reach out with invitations to 
possible candidates who have never been Baptized; those non-Catholics who may want to find out more 
about the Catholic faith; and those Adult Catholics, who never made their first Holy Communion and/
or Confirmation. Bishop James Walsh of Maryknoll tells us: “it may be for your word of invitation or 
encouragement that the soul of some future apostle is waiting.”  Remember today God speaks through 
human instruments. Be bold with your invitations on behalf of God.
  Parents of school age children, please remember to register your children who are not in a Catholic 
school in our parish religious education program. Also, registration is open for those high school juniors/
seniors who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation and desire to confirm and grow in their faith.
  Parents of our school children and religious education students and confirmandi, it’s extremely 
important that you witness to your children the importance of making Sundays special by worshiping 
together as a family and by periodically going to confession as a family several times throughout the year. 
Unless the family gives witness to these basic Catholic values, the work of our catechists is in vain. More 
often than not, if the witness of a sacramental life is not modeled in the home, the children will come to 
the conclusion that if Mom and Dad don’t live a sacramental life aren’t going, then it’s not something they 
need to do or they believe they are not good friends with Jesus because they’re not getting to Sunday Mass 
because Mom and Dad aren’t going.
  Let’s join in prayer that this new pastoral year will be a year of real spiritual growth for all our 
parishioners, students, and families.

God loves you!



by James Campbell, D Min

  The name Jesus means “God saves.” 
The name emphasizes that Jesus is the one 
who has come to save all. Christ means 
“anointed.” The name shows that God the 
Father has given Jesus a mission and endowed 
him with power to save and the power to heal. 
Jesus’ whole life was aimed at saving people. 
His words and actions are the foundation 
of the saving grace we now received in the 
sacraments.

  The sacrament that helps unite those 
who are suffering with Jesus’ saving and 

healing power is the Anointing of the Sick. Through this sacrament people receive forgiveness for their 
sins and comfort in their suffering; they are restored in spirit; and sometimes they even experience the 
return of physical health. Suffering is a part of life, but Jesus unites our suffering with his passion and 
death so that through our suffering we can participate in his saving and healing work. The sacrament also 
reminds us that God wants to give comfort to the suffering and wants us to relieve suffering where we can.

  In the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, the priest anoints the seriously ill, injured, or the 
elderly with the oil of the sick. The oil of the sick is a special oil used for the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick. It is blessed by the bishop at the Chrism Mass during Holy Week.

  In addition to anointing, the person is often offered Holy Communion. When a person is dying, the 
Communion is called viaticum (on the way with you). For a dying person, the sacrament is preparation 
for passing over to eternal life.

  Anointing sometimes occurs in a church and is given to the sick or elderly in a community setting. 
It often takes place in homes, nursing homes, and hospitals. For example, a person who is going to have 
surgery may be anointed. The sacrament may be received more than once, such as when a sick 
person’s condition worsens.

In the Rites of the Anointing of the Sick, the priest anoints the sick person on the forehead, saying, 
“Through this holy anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.” He also anoints the sick person on the hands, saying, “May the Lord who frees you from 
sin save you and raise you up. Amen.” The “raising” refers to spiritual healing, as well as any physical 
healing that may take place.

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, once referred to as Extreme Unction and ministered only to 
those in danger of death, is a prayer of healing and may be celebrated individually and communally.

From https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/sacraments/anointing-of-the-sick/the-sacrament-
of-the-anointing-of-the-sick/ 

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick



  In Joy of the Gospel written by Pope Francis, we 
are introduced to the term “missionary discipleship.”
In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the 
People of God have become missionary disciples (cf. 
Mt 28:19). All the baptized, whatever their position 
in the Church or their level of instruction in the 
faith, are agents of evangelization, and it would be 
insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelization to 
be carried out by professionals while the rest of the 
faithful would simply be passive recipients.
  The new evangelization calls for personal 
involvement on the part of each of the baptized. 
Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be 
actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone 
who has truly experienced God’s saving love does 
not need much time or lengthy training to go out and 
proclaim that love.
  Every Christian is a missionary to the extent 
that he or she has encountered the love of God in 
Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we are “disciples” 
and “missionaries”, but rather that we are always 
“missionary disciples”.
  If we are not convinced, let us look at those first 
disciples, who, immediately after encountering the 
gaze of Jesus, went forth to proclaim him joyfully: 
“We have found the Messiah!” (Jn 1:41). The 
Samaritan woman became a missionary immediately 
after speaking with Jesus and many Samaritans come 
to believe in him “because of the woman’s testimony” 
(Jn 4:39). So too, Saint Paul, after his encounter with 
Jesus Christ, “immediately proclaimed Jesus” (Acts 
9:20; cf. 22:6-21). So what are we waiting for? (EG, 
120)

What is expected of
a missionary disciple?

  “All of us are called to mature in our work as 
evangelizers. We want to have better training, a 
deepening love and a clearer witness to the Gospel. 
In this sense, we ought to let others be constantly 

evangelizing us. But this does not mean that we 
should postpone the evangelizing mission; rather, 
each of us should find ways to communicate Jesus 
wherever we are. All of us are called to offer others 
an explicit witness to the saving love of the Lord, 
who despite our imperfections offers us his closeness, 
his word and his strength, and gives meaning to our 
lives. In your heart you know that it is not the same 
to live without him; what you have come to realize, 
what has helped you to live and given you hope, is 
what you also need to communicate to others. Our 
falling short of perfection should be no excuse; on 
the contrary, mission is a constant stimulus not to 
remain mired in mediocrity but to continue growing. 
The witness of faith that each Christian is called to 
offer leads us to say with Saint Paul: “Not that I have 
already obtained this or am already perfect; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own.”” (Phil 3:12-13). (EG, 212)

Method for
missionary discipleship

  “The work of the Holy Spirit permeates all 
of the work of the evangelization. The task of 
evangelization is ongoing and sustained by the Holy 
Spirit who leads a person to a life of passion and 
holiness culminating in a world transformed by Jesus 
Christ. Missionary discipleship takes place within 
the context of evangelization and begins with an 
encounter with Christ. We look to Jesus, the Master 
who personally formed his apostles and disciples 
as the model of evangelization. Christ gives us this 
method, “Come and See” (Jn 1:46), “Follow me” (Mt 
9:9), “Remain in me” (Jn 15:4), and “Go, therefore 
and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28:19). The 
method includes encounter, accompany, community 
and send. This method is formation for missionary 
discipleship. It leads the believer to become a 
disciple and from there for the disciple to become a 
missionary.” (LAMD, 9)

MMiissssiioonnaarryy  DDiisscciipplleesshhiipp



Encounter
  “The purpose of evangelization is to lead people 
to encounter Christ.” (LAMD, 9)

Accompany
  “The response to this encounter with Christ needs 
accompaniment” (LAMD, 14)

Community
  “Evangelization invites people to the Body of 
Christ, which is the Catholic Church.” (LAMD, 16)

Send
  “Evangelization leads disciples to accept God’s 
desire to send them on mission” (LAMD, 17)

Next steps for
missionary discipleship

  Taking the first step, being involved and 
supportive, bearing fruit and rejoicing
  From Joy of the Gospel, an evangelizing church 
with missionary disciples is described as:
  “The Church which “goes forth” is a 
community of missionary disciples who take the 
first step, who are involved and supportive, who 
bear fruit and rejoice.”
  An evangelizing community knows that the Lord 
has taken the initiative, he has loved us first (cf. 1 
Jn 4:19), and therefore we can move forward, boldly 
take the initiative, go out to others, seek those who 
have fallen away, stand at the crossroads and welcome 
the outcast. Such a community has an endless desire 
to show mercy, the fruit of its own experience of the 
power of the Father’s infinite mercy.
  Let us try a little harder to take the first step and 
to become involved. Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples. The Lord gets involved and he involves 
his own, as he kneels to wash their feet. He tells his 
disciples: “You will be blessed if you do this” (Jn 
13:17).
  An evangelizing community gets involved by 

word and deed in people’s daily lives; it bridges 
distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, 
and it embraces human life, touching the suffering 
flesh of Christ in others. Evangelizers thus take on 
the “smell of the sheep” and the sheep are willing to 
hear their voice.
  An evangelizing community is also supportive, 
standing by people at every step of the way, no 
matter how difficult or lengthy this may prove to be. 
It is familiar with patient expectation and apostolic 
endurance.
  Evangelization consists mostly of patience and 
disregard for constraints of time. Faithful to the Lord’s 
gift, it also bears fruit. An evangelizing community is 
always concerned with fruit, because the Lord wants 
her to be fruitful. It cares for the grain and does not 
grow impatient at the weeds. The sower, when he sees 
weeds sprouting among the grain does not grumble 
or overreact. He or she finds a way to let the word 
take flesh in a particular situation and bear fruits of 
new life, however imperfect or incomplete these may 
appear. The disciple is ready to put his or her whole 
life on the line, even to accepting martyrdom, in 
bearing witness to Jesus Christ, yet the goal is not to 
make enemies but to see God’s word accepted and its 
capacity for liberation and renewal revealed.
  Finally, an evangelizing community is filled with 
joy; it knows how to rejoice always. It celebrates 
every small victory, every step forward in the work 
of evangelization. Evangelization with joy becomes 
beauty in the liturgy, as part of our daily concern 
to spread goodness. The Church evangelizes and 
is herself evangelized through the beauty of the 
liturgy, which is both a celebration of the task of 
evangelization and the source of her renewed self-
giving. (EG, 24)

From: 
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/faith-formation/
missionary-discipleship 



Announcements

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

We are in need of a Grounds & 
Building Maintenance person. For 
more information please call the 
church office and leave your contact 
information or forward your resume 
to stjohnbosco@arch-no.org.

A Prayer for the Intercession of St. Joseph
     To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in 
our afflictions, and having implored the help of 
your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke 
your patronage also.
     Through that charity which bound you to the 
Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through 
the paternal love with which you embraced the 
Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to 
regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has 
purchased by his Blood, and with your power 
and strength to aid us in our necessities.
     O most watchful guardian of the Holy Fam-
ily, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; 
O most loving father, ward off from us every 
contagion of error and corrupting influence; 
O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and 
from heaven assist us in our struggle with the 
power of darkness.
     As once you rescued the Child Jesus from 
deadly peril, so now protect  God’s Holy 
Church from the snares of the enemy and from 
all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by 
your constant protection, so that, supported by 
your example and your aid, we may be able to 
live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain 
eternal happiness in heaven.   Amen.

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS

The Pastoral Council is a ministry of our parish 
with the purpose of advising and assisting the 
Pastor in handling the activities of the parish. 
You must be a registered, supporting member of 
the parish to be considered. Two members will 
be elected. Nominations are now being accepted 
through October 18, 2021. For more informa-
tion, contact the church office (504.340.0444) or 
email - stjohnbosco@arch-no.org.



Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Wilton & Nella Nunez

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

Yolande & Dudley Dugas

Announcements  

Mens Club Meeting -
Mens Club will meet Tuesday, September 7th at 
6:30pm in the Conference Room
All men in the parish are invited to attend. 

Womens Society 
Monthly Meeting
Monday, July 26th 

beginning at 6:30pm
All women in the parish are invited.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB  
Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  9:00am, 12:00 Noon &
NEW YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MASS -  8:00pm

 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, September 4
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
  +Phanxico Xavie Duong My
  +Doug Trauth, Sr.
  +Phaolo Nguyen Huu Ndhia
  +Jim McKenna
  All Souls in Purgtory
Sunday, September 5
 9:00am +Stephen Hourcade
  +Douglas Ferrer
  +Carmen Koenig Kass
  Thanksgiving for blessings rec’d
  +Derek DiMarco
  +J. D. Spano
 Noon +Phaolo Nguyen Huu Ndhia
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, September 6
 7:00am +J. D. Spano
Tuesday, September 7
 7:00am +J. D. Spano
Wednesday, September 8
 7:00am +J. D. Spano
Thursday, September 9
 7:00am +Louis Christophe, MOB 9/10
Friday, September 10
 7:00am +Peter Blum, MOB
Saturday, September 11
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  May & Ruiz Families
  +Dale Hymel
  +Jim McKenna
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Leo Meerman
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  +Christina Roberts

Come Lord Jesus Bible Study - 
Wednesday & Thursday 6:30pm

            Rosary - 
Every Thursday at 10am in Church

Perpetual Adoration - 
Contact Edie Meaux - 

stjohnbosco@adorationservants.org or
EdithMeaux@cox.net


