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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and School,
  Today, on this Respect Life Sunday, I begin with these words from Psalm 139 vs. 13-16 NAB

You formed my inmost being;
    you knit me in my mother’s womb.

14 I praise you, because I am wonderfully made;
    wonderful are your works!

    My very self you know.
15 My bones are not hidden from you,

When I was being made in secret,
    fashioned in the depths of the earth.[a]

16 Your eyes saw me unformed;
    in your book all are written down;

    my days were shaped, before one came to be.
  Footnote  [a] 139:15 The depths of the earth: figurative language for the womb, stressing the hidden and mysterious operations that occur there.

  The psalmist words are most beautiful and contain some important truths for us to reflect on this 
Respect Life Sunday 2021.
  First, in speaking with God, the psalmist acknowledged that it was God who was responsible for the 
psalmist’s life from the beginning in the womb.
  Second, the psalmist gave praise to God for being wonderfully made.
  Third, the psalmist acknowledged that God watched over the whole creation process happening secretly 
in the womb and from the time one was unformed God knew the future of the newly beginning life.
  Hopefully, all Catholics and people of goodwill can acknowledge that God is responsible for and 
interested in every human life; and that we are all wonderfully made – none of us were short-changed by 
God.
  Our Catholic faith calls us to have a deep respect for all human life from the womb to the tomb. Because 
of the dignity of the human person being made in the image and likeness of God, all life is sacred: life in the 
womb,  the life of those born with special conditions, the life of the elderly and the infirm, the lives of those 
who use other people for their own selfish gains, the lives of those who do violence to others, the lives of 
those in prison and on death row. 
  God loves each of the people in the categories above with an everlasting love.  Each of their lives is 
precious to God. God calls us to love and cherish them and their lives keeping in mind that God is author of 
all life and that all human life is sacred to God at whatever time in one’s life.
  Thus, the Churches teaches that abortion, the death penalty, euthanasia, and assisted suicide are all 
moral evils as well as lack of respect for those human beings that are different than ourselves, racism, the 
mentally challenged, the handicapped, etc.
  Today and throughout this month, let us pray for a greater respect for life in all its forms, from the 
moment of conception to the moment of natural death, and for the grace to love all peoples as God loves 
them and desires for them to be with Him for all eternity.
  God loves you!



  Although much could be written about the various aspects of the 
consistent ethic of life, it is sufficient for our purposes to highlight 
just a few. First, the consistent ethic is grounded in the conviction that 
all human life is sacred, a sacredness rooted in the belief that human 
beings are created in the image of God. Although Bernardin most 
often spoke of the sacredness of human life, he also, quite often, used 
the language of human dignity – the inviolable dignity of the human 
person and the need to respect persons. For example, he said in one 

of his lectures that theologically the consistent ethic "is grounded in the respect we 
owe the human person. To defend human life is to protect the human person … the 
core reality in Catholic moral thought."4 Elsewhere, he spoke of "a single-minded 
commitment to the dignity and worth of human persons."5

  Second, in light of the sacredness of human life and human dignity, Bernardin 
believed profoundly that life issues, broadly understood, are of one piece (a "seamless 
garment"). They are interrelated. In other words, if one is committed to "preserving 
life" (opposing abortion, euthanasia, and the like), one should also be committed 
to "enhancing life." Or, as Bernardin said: "Those who defend the right to life of 
the weakest among us must be equally visible in support of the quality of life of 
the powerless among us: the old and the young, the hungry and the homeless, the 
undocumented immigrant and the unemployed worker."6 Respect for human life and 
dignity require a concern for and commitment to both, while recognizing that the 
issues under each category are different and require separate analysis. Abortion or 
war are not the same as capital punishment or providing health insurance to the 
uninsured, or caring for the elderly or the dying, even though each of these has to do 
with the sacredness of human life and human dignity.
  Third, Bernardin held that a pre-condition for sustaining a consistent ethic of 
life in society is "attitude," an attitude of respect for all human life. "Attitude," he 
said, "is the place to root an ethic of life."7 Such an attitude undergirds a concern 
for and activity on behalf of a host of life issues and must be cultivated in society if 
there is going to be any hope that public actions will respect human life and dignity 
in concrete cases.
  Finally, Bernardin maintained that a consistent ethic of life has direct 
implications for public policy. A commitment to the right to life and to quality of life 
should translate into specific political and economic positions and should influence 
assessments of policies, party platforms and political candidates.

Excerpted from: https://www.chausa.org/publications/health-progress/article/
november-december-2008/twenty-five-years-later-cardinal-bernardin%27s-consistent-
ethic-of-life 

Cardinal Bernardin and the 
Consistent Ethic of Life
BY: RON HAMEL, Ph.D.



  I greet you very cordially at the beginning 
of this new academic year, which we trust will 
be filled with hope, new plans, a beautiful 
family atmosphere, and the desire to live 
intensely even in serving others. I say “even” 
because it cannot be taken for granted that 
all young people want to serve others; still, 
many, many do.
  You know how greatly I enjoy sharing 
with you those life events that have touched 
my heart. That is why today, in the face of 
so many plans, dreams, and prospects for 
the new academic year, I want to tell you 
the story of a young man. He is very much 
like so many young people from our houses, 
playgrounds, and groups: young volunteer 
missioners, young people doing civil service, 
or animators of oratories and youth centers 
who also enjoy being with each other, the 
friends with whom they continue to share the 
beauty of life.
  This young man about 
whom I will speak next is 
a Salesian past pupil from 
Pakistan who “simply” 
allowed himself to be blown 
up – a martyr – to save 
dozens of lives. Certainly, 
I am not asking you to 
do this, but I am telling 
you that young people are 
capable of everything, even 
the greatest acts of heroism.

The story of Akash Bashir

  Akash Bashir's life is surprisingly 
ordinary. Born into a humble family of deep 
and sincere faith, Akash was a Catholic lad 
and a Salesian past pupil. He had studied at 
one of our Salesian schools in Pakistan in 

Youhanabad, the Christian quarter of the city 
of Lahore.
  Akash led a life just like that of any 
other young person of our world. It was 
spent with his family and friends, at school 
and work, playing sports, and in prayer. Of 
course, in a country like Pakistan, which is of 
a conservative Muslim faith, being a young 
Catholic is no little matter for faith is not just 
a title or a family tradition, it is an identity. 
What made him different was a simple but 
significant common thread throughout 
his life: that of service. Every moment of 
Akash's life was an act of service; in fact, he 
died serving his neighborhood community. 
He served and gave of himself to the point of 
giving his very life.
  On March 15, 2015, while Mass was 
being celebrated in St. John's Parish in 
Youhanabad, the group of security guards 

made up of young volunteers, to 
which Akash Bashir belonged, 
faithfully guarded the entrance. 
Something unusual happened 
that day, Akash realized that a 
person with explosives under his 
clothes sought to blow himself 
up inside the church. He held 
him back, spoke to him, and 
prevented him from entering, 
but realizing that he could not 
stop him, he told him, "I will 
not let you pass even if I have 
to give up my life." At that 

moment, Akash hugged him tightly, using 
his body as a shield to contain the explosion. 
Thus, it was – the suicide bomber set off the 
charge. Our young alumnus died, offering his 
own life to save the lives of the hundreds of 
people, boys, girls, mothers, adolescents, and 

Greetings from the Rector Major 
of the Salesians of Don Bosco
My good friends and readers of the Parish Bulletins of St. Rosalie and St John Bosco Parishes 
& School,



men who were praying at that time inside the 
church. Akash was only 20 years old.
  This event deeply impressed us as 
Salesians and the Salesian Family. Naturally, 
we are unable to and do not want to forget 
young Akash. His simple, normal life, we 
would say, is undoubtedly a very meaningful, 
important, and momentous example for young 
Christians living in Lahore, and throughout 
both Pakistan and our Salesian world.
  His mother said, “Akash was a piece of 
my heart. But our happiness is greater than 
our pain because he did not die because he 
was an addict or in an accident. He was a 
simple youth who died on the Lord’s road, 
saving the Priest and the parishioners. Akash 
is already our saint.”
  Today, Akash’s younger brother, Arsalan, 
is part of the security team in their church. 
“We did not stop him because we did not 
want to impede our children from serving the 
Church,” his mother stated.

Young martyrs of today

  There may be those who have forgotten 
the value of service. Perhaps we Christians 
have forgotten that the commandment of love 
of God also implies love and service to our 
neighbor. Akash understood it very well and 
incarnated it in his young life. Being faithful 
in little things, he was able to be faithful in 
big ones, too. Through the offering of his life, 
he saved those hundreds of families. Akash 
Bashir's death reflects the love of Jesus on the 
Cross for the salvation of many.
  This life of service, of deep and simple 
prayer, and of love of neighbor is, without a 
doubt, the most evident charismatic sign of the 
Salesian educational system. Every student in 
any of our works knows that to reach sanctity 
all it takes is to be happy, loving deeply both 
God and the many people whom we hold 
dear; to take care of those whom we hardly 
even know; to be responsible in ordinary 
duties; to serve; and to pray. Akash Bashir is 
the living example of this. He is an example 
of holiness for any Christian, an example for 
all the young Christians of the world. Thus, it 

is possible to be a saint today!
  In a particular way, Akash represents 
young Pakistani Christians and those 
in religious minorities. Akash Bashir is 
the standard, icon, and voice of so many 
Christians who are attacked, persecuted, 
humiliated, and martyred in non-Catholic 
countries. Akash is the voice of so many brave 
young people who are capable of giving their 
lives for the Faith despite poverty, religious 
extremism, indifference, social inequality, 
discrimination, and life’s difficulties.
  I cite here some of these young saints 
or blessed ones, such as St. Dominic Savio 
(+1857), St. Maria Goretti (+1902), Bl. Pier 
Giorgio Frassati (+1925), the young St. José 
Sánchez del Río (+1928) and the recently 
beatified young man Carlo Acutis (+2006).
  Like theirs, perhaps as an “anonymous 
saint,” Akash Bashir’s life and martyrdom in 
today's world is the light of Faith that bursts 
forth from the darkness of hatred.
  Akash’s life is powerful evidence of 
the Catholic Church of today that reminds 
us of the first Christian communities of the 
past. They lived immersed in cultures and 
philosophies opposed to the Faith of Jesus 
the Christ. The communities of the Acts of 
the Apostles were also a minority, but with 
an immeasurable faith in God. The life 
and martyrdom of this young 20-year-old 
Pakistani makes us recognize the power of 
God’s Holy Spirit, Who is alive and present 
in the least expected places – in the humble, 
in the persecuted, in the young, and in the 
“little ones” (the anawim) of God.
  Akash Bashir, our Salesian alumnus 
from Pakistan, is a living testimony to our 
Preventive System, an example for our 
young people, and a blessing to our religious 
minorities.
  I wish the best to you all – your families, 
Communities, and Works – and a beautiful 
beginning of the academic year.

Don Angel
Rector Major of the Salesians
Rome



Announcements
Jesus waits for you 

whom He loves!

Be in silent communion with Him!
Adore Him Mondays after 7 AM Mass 

until midnight on Saturday.
Inquire by email to Edie Meaux

at EdithMeaux@Cox.net or
StJohnBosco@AdorationServants.org

to register for the door code.
COMMIT to an hour each week or visit! 

Thank you to committed scheduled 
adorers and substitutes, 

Jesus is available for you to visit. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS

The Pastoral Council is a ministry of our parish 
with the purpose of advising and assisting the 
Pastor in handling the activities of the parish. 
You must be a registered, supporting member of 
the parish to be considered. Two members will 
be elected. Nominations are now being accept-
ed through October 18, 2021. For more infor-
mation, contact the church office (504.340.0444) 
or email - stjohnbosco@arch-no.org.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

We are in need of a Grounds & Building 
Maintenance person. For more information 
please call the church office and leave your 
contact information or forward your resume to 
stjohnbosco@arch-no.org.



Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Lap Hoang & Tin Nguyen

Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Kim Tran

Announcements  

Mens Club Monthly Meeting
Monday, October 4th beginning at 6:30pm

All women in the parish are invited.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  9:00am, 12:00 Noon &
NEW YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MASS -  8:00pm

 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, October 2
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Doug Trauth, Sr.
  +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Dale Hymel
  +Christina Roberts
  +Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
 Sunday, October 3
 9:00am +Candida & Guillermo Calimlim
  +Stephen Hourcade
  +Lourdes Bacuta
  +Derek DiMarco
  +Yulrik Johansen, MOB
  All Souls in Purgatory
  +Ed Verdin
 Noon +J. D. Spano
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, October 4
 7:00am Julie Kirkland
Tuesday, October 5
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners
Wednesday, October 6
 7:00am All Souls in Purgatory
Thursday, October 7
 7:00am +Corazon Abdon Taracatac
Friday, October 8
 7:00am +Hilda Miller
Saturday, October 9
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Doug Trauth, Sr.
  +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Christina Roberts
  +Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
 Sunday, October 10
 9:00am +Marilyn DeBlanc
 Noon +Malcolm McKneely
  Happy Birthday Timothy Hoang
  +Jim McKenna
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  Conversion of Sinners
  All Souls in Purgatory
  +J. D. Spano
 8:00pm Needs of Parish

Parish Registration/Green Cards
We are very close to having them all. If 
you have not done so yet, please turn in 
your card. Thank you!

Ushers for Noon Mass!
We are still in need of Ushers for the Noon Mass. If 
you attend this Mass and are willing to assist, please 
consider doing so. Thank you.


