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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and School,

  Christ’s Peace be with you as we continue to prepare ourselves during this advent 
season for Christ’s coming on Christmas, at the end of our lives, and when he comes in 
glory at the end of the world.

    I found a beautiful article in the Denver Catholic written by the Denver Catholic Staff 
about preparing spiritually during this holy season; I would like to share some of the main 
points with you this weekend.

  Advent is a time set aside by the Church to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus in 
a deeper way.  It is a crucial time to reflect on our relationship with God and to be truly 
awake to his presence.

  Advent is a time characterized by hopeful longing and joyful expectation.  It is a time 
of prayerfulness, almsgiving and sacrifices.

  The major liturgical vestment color for advent is purple.  In the Church purple is a 
symbol of penance, sacrifice and preparation.

  There are many ways we can practically prepare for Christmas during the Advent 
season. 

  The custom of the Advent wreath draws attention to the light that Christ brings as 
Christmas approaches and emboldens us to bear witness to that light in the world. With 
an Advent wreath at home, we can keep our focus on Christ by reading a passage of 
Scripture (Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 63 (lines 16-17 & 19) or Isaiah 64  (lines 
2-7) or saying an Advent prayer (Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to
the birthday of Christ experience the joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with love and
thanksgiving. We ask this through Christ our Lord. ~AMEN.) each evening as we light the
candle(s).

  Certainly, attending Sunday Mass as a family during the Advent Season as well 
as having a family celebration of the Sacrament of Penance during these days are good 
means of preparation as well as example for one’s children.  One could also include a 
daily/weekly family rosary as part of one’s preparation.

  Two sets of important life changing questions to ask and to act upon:
1. Who do I need to forgive, or who do I need to ask forgiveness from before

we gather to celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas?
2. Because the greatest gift we give each other is our presence. Who have I not

been present to? Who do I need to reach out to for healing?

  We have this Advent to transform us and our relationships with God, family, and 
neighbors.  We don’t know how many more Advent seasons the Lord will bless us with. 

  So, let’s make this one, the best one ever.

God loves you!



‘Take a look at yourself!’ 
Before Criticizing Other People

Excerpts from Pope Francis’ weekly Wednesday audience, delivered on Nov. 3, 2021.

    Paul invites the Galatians to bear each 
other’s difficulties, and if someone should 
make a mistake, to use gentleness (cf. Gal 
5:22). Let us listen to his words: “Brethren, 
if someone is overtaken in any trespass, 
you who are spiritual should restore him in 
a spirit of gentleness. Look to yourself, lest 
you too be tempted. Bear one another’s 
burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ” 
(Gal 6:1-2). Quite different than gossiping, 
like when we see something and we talk 
behind the persons back about it, right? To 

gossip about our neighbor. No, this is not according to the Spirit. What is according to the 
Spirit is being gentle with a brother or sister when correcting him or her and keeping watch 
over ourselves so as not to fall into those sins, that is, humility.
    In effect, when we are tempted to judge others badly, as often happens, we must rather 
reflect on our own weakness. How easy it is to criticize others! But there are people who 
seem to have a degree in gossip. Each and every day they criticize others. Take a look at 
yourself! It is good to ask ourselves what drives us to correct a brother or a sister, and if 
we are not in some way co-responsible for their mistake. In addition to giving us the gift of 
gentleness, the Holy Spirit invites us to be in solidarity, to bear other’s burdens. How many 
burdens there are in a person’s life: illness, lack of work, loneliness, pain...! And how many 
other trials that require the proximity and love of our brothers and sisters!
  The words of Saint Augustine when he commented on this same passage can also help 
us: “Therefore, brothers and sisters, whenever someone is caught in some fault, […] correct 
him in this way, gently, gently. And if you raise your voice, love within. If you encourage, if 
you present yourself as a father, if you reprove, if you are severe, love” (Discourse 163/B 3)
  Love always. The supreme rule regarding fraternal correction is love: to want the good 
of our brothers and sisters. It takes a lot of time to also tolerate others’ problems, others’ 
defects in the silence of prayer, so as to find the right way to help them to correct themselves. 
And this is not easy. The easiest path is to gossip. Talking behind someone else’s back as if I 
am perfect. And this should not be done. Gentleness. Patience. Prayer. Proximity.
  Let us walk with joy and patience along this path, allowing ourselves to be guided by 
the Holy Spirit. Thank you. 



Holy Day 
of

Obligation
Mass 

Schedule
ST. JOHN BOSCO

Thursday, Dec. 8th – 7 a.m. Morning Mass
Thursday, Dec. 8th – 6 p.m. Evening Mass

ST. ROSALIE
Wednesday, Dec. 7th – 6 p.m. Vigil Mass

Thursday, Dec. 8th – 7 a.m. Morning Mass

Family Confession
Charla Spalluto Misse, NOLA Catholic Parenting

Reprinted from the Clarion Herald

    Going to confession is not “regularly recurring” on my schedule.  When I go to 
confession, it takes a lot of planning.  
  Of course, it takes spiritual preparation to truly search my heart, consider the 
implications of my actions and thoughts and assess whether I was listening and answering 
God’s call. 
  It also takes mental preparation immediately beforehand to get myself focused on 
making a sincere and thorough confession, to quiet myself and leave the world outside.
    Usually the hardest part for me, though, is the “physical” preparation. When will 
I have time alone? How will I make time to get to church? What church is offering 
confessions nearby and when?  
    It takes effort to make reconciliation. Praise and thanks be to God, I have the ability to 
do it, even if it’s not on a schedule.  
  I was thinking about this and my family over the weekend – confessions are not in my 
children’s routines either. And, children certainly can’t arrange this themselves.  
    It occurred to me that I should plan a “family confession” every so often. I can 
imagine this becoming a very special time together. It would eliminate my greatest obstacle 
– just getting there. Plus, making a regularly scheduled confession would surely help me
out, too!
  We haven’t done this yet, but I am planning it. I mentioned it to my family today, and 
hope we are able to do this together next week. 
  Perhaps you might like to try it too or share your own experience in bringing your 
family to this sacrament. I would love to hear about it.  



Holy Day 
of

Obligation
Mass 

Schedule
ST. JOHN BOSCO

Thursday, Dec. 8th – 7 a.m. Morning Mass
Thursday, Dec. 8th – 6 p.m. Evening Mass

ST. ROSALIE
Wednesday, Dec. 7th – 6 p.m. Vigil Mass

Thursday, Dec. 8th – 7 a.m. Morning Mass

Family Confession
Charla Spalluto Misse, NOLA Catholic Parenting

Reprinted from the Clarion Herald

Going to confession is not “regularly recurring” on my schedule. When I go to
confession, it takes a lot of planning.  

Of course, it takes spiritual preparation to truly search my heart, consider the 
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I was thinking about this and my family over the weekend – confessions are not in my 
children’s routines either. And, children certainly can’t arrange this themselves.  
    It occurred to me that I should plan a “family confession” every so often. I can
imagine this becoming a very special time together. It would eliminate my greatest obstacle 
– just getting there. Plus, making a regularly scheduled confession would surely help me 
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Perhaps you might like to try it too or share your own experience in bringing your 
family to this sacrament. I would love to hear about it.  

A Conversation with God 
Adapted from a Facebook Posting of Brian and Amy Roney, Oct 31, 2019

 God, can I ask You a question?  Sure
 Promise You won't get mad.  I promise
Why did You let so much stuff happen to me today?  What do you mean?
Well, I woke up late.  Yes.

 My car took forever to start.  Okay.
 At lunch they made my sandwich wrong and I had to wait a long time for it.  Huummm
On the way home, my phone went DEAD, just as I picked up a call.  All right.

    And to top it all off, when I got home ~I just wanted to soak my feet in my new foot 
massager and relax. BUT it wouldn't work!!! 

 Nothing went right today! Why did You do that?
 Let me see, the death angel was at your bed this morning and I had to send one of 

My Angels to battle him for your life. I let you sleep through that.

(humbled): OH. I didn't let your car start because there was a drunk driver on your 
route that would have collided with you if you were on the road.

(ashamed) The first person who made your sandwich today was sick.  I didn't want you 
to catch what that person had, and I knew you couldn't afford to miss work.

Okay. Your phone went dead because the person that was calling was going to give 
false witness about what you said on that call, I didn't even let you talk to them so you 
would be covered.

(softly): I see God. Oh and that foot massager, it had a 
shortage that was going to throw out all of the power in 
your house tonight. I didn't think you wanted to be in the 
dark.

I'm Sorry God. Don't be sorry, just learn to Trust Me.... in 
All things, the good and the bad.

I will trust You. And don't doubt that My plan for your day 
is always better than your plan.

I won't God. And let me just tell you God, Thank You for 
everything today. You're welcome. It was just another day 
being your God and I Love looking after My daughters 
and sons.

Be grateful always
God knows what he is doing.



Announcements

  In the spirit of preparing to welcome Baby 
Jesus at Christmas, St John Bosco is holding a 
Baby Drive during Advent to collect baby items for 
Access Pregnancy Center. Please donate

• diapers (all sizes welcomed but larger sizes
5-7 are most needed),

• pull-ups, wipes, 
• baby wash, baby lotion,
• onesies, (long-sleeved baby clothes sizes

3-12 months also currently needed) and
• gift cards for WalMart or Target.
The Baby Drive will continue throughout Advent.

Items may be placed in the Vestibule of Church in 
anticipation of Baby Jesus becoming “Word  Made  
Flesh”  this  Christmas.  Let  us  in  our own small 
way welcome the least among us!

Baby 
 I tems
 Drive

VOCATION PRAYER INTENTION

December 3rd - 11th
please pray

for

Deacon Ky Nguyen

who is in Theology IV
and studying in

Orange, NJ.   

Grand Opening
SALESIAN YOUTH CENTER

604 Second Avenue, Harvey

Friday, December 10th
and

Friday, December 17th
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Grand Opening
for the 2021-2022 School Year

For Young People in Grades 6 through 12

Usually Opened Friday Evenings 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
or as announced

Yearly Membership Fee is $5.00

Indoor and Outdoor Activities
Each evening ends with a short prayer service

followed by a Salesian Good Night Talk
(short spirutal thought to end the day).

For further info:
Call Matt LaGrange

504-638-1860

Adoration Chapel 
Closure

The Adoration Chapel will close 
December 20 ~ 31, 2021. Adoration will resume 

following the 7am Mass January 3, 2022. 

If you are scheduled and need a 
substitute please make arrangements 
at least three weeks in advance. Hour 
Captains, call adorers of your hour.

**Tuesdays at 5am is an open hour in 
need of committed adorer.**

For more information email
 stjohnbosco@adorationservants.org.



Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of
J.D. Spano

Bread & Wine
In Memory of
J.D. Spano

Announcements

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

 Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 4

8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot

+Wayne Delaune
+Joyce Sonnier
+Peter John Paul Nguyen
+Joseph Lai Duc Anh
+Rosita Valencia, MOB
+Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
+Doug Trauth, Sr.
+Curtis Mirabin, MOB

 Sunday, December 5
9:00am Douglas F. Ferrer

Noon Jim McKenna
All Souls in Purgatory
Conversion of Sinners
+Leo Meerman

8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, December 6

7:00am Marvin Tran
Tuesday, December 7

7:00am +Guillermo Q. Abdon, Jr.
 Wednesday, December 8 ~ Feast of the 

 Immaculate Conception
7:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
6:00pm Parishioners of St. John Bosco

Thursday, December 9
7:00am Sac Hoang

Friday, December 10
7:00am +Sr. Paul Mary Tran Thi Truong

Saturday, December 11
8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot

+Wayne Delaune, MOB 12/9
+Joyce Sonnier
+Peter John Paul Nguyen
+Joseph Lai Duc Anh
+Jim McKenna
+William Allen, AOD
+Doug Trauth, Sr.
+Curtis Mirabin, MOB

 Sunday, December 12
9:00am +Fred LeBlanc, MOB

+Charles & Genevieve Darsey
+Lourdes Bacuta
+Billy, Jr. & Derek DiMarco
+Stephen Hourcade
+Leo Meerman
All Souls in Purgatory
Conversion of Sinners

Noon +J.D. Spano
8:00pm Needs of Parish

Knights of Columbus Nativity Tree 
Beginning December 5th through 
December 20th, KC members will be 
selling raffle tickets. Tickets are 
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.
**Drawing to be held during 
the December 20th Meeting.**

Advent Southshore Morning of Reflection
A special Advent Morning of Reflection, sponsored 
by the Catholic Women in Action Committee of the 
Catholic Community Foundation, will be held on 
Thursday, December 9, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
A.M. at St. Rita Church in New Orleans. Rev. Patrick
Carr, will celebrate Mass and offer two reflections.
Reservations are required. For more information and
to R.S.V.P., please contact Kathi Zimmerman at
504.527.5794 or kzimmerman@ccfnola.org.

Peace




