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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and School,

  It is my sincere hope that all of you had a wonderful Christmas Day celebrating Jesus 
and his birth into our world.
    We can also today reflect on our birth into his realm, our birth into the Church which 
came about on the day of our Baptism.  On that joyful day Christ claimed us for himself and 
we became members of his body. He has been with us ever since in the ups and downs of life.
  During the down times, many ask “Why me?”, “Why my family?” “Why, God, are 
you allowing this dreadful situation to happen?” At times like these, we might lose our joy 
because we fail to recognize that Jesus is with us through it all. In good times and bad he will 
never abandon us but will bless us with the grace, strength and courage we need to deal with 
the challenging situation.
  Next week, we celebrate the beginning of a new calendar year. It’s a time to make plans 
on how we can be better Catholic Christians. Here are some simple suggestions which if you 
chose two or three  of them and live them, you will grow in the spirit and in relationship with 
the Lord Jesus.
1. Go over the readings and prayers of the Mass beforehand or re-read and ponder them  
   after Mass.
2. Try to discover God’s message for you from the readings, prayers and homily at each 
   Mass.
3. Read the parish bulletin every week.
4. Have a daily rhythm of prayer.
5. Confession once a month. Put your 12 Confessions days on your calendar.
6. Have a daily devotion to Our Blessed Lady.
7. Say only the good things people need to know, things that will really help them.
8. Have a balanced prayer life: Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving and Supplication
   (ACTS).
9. Be missionary disciples in your daily life: don’t be afraid to speak of your faith; don’t
   be afraid of inviting others to pray with you or inviting them to come to church with you.
10. Choose a corporal or spiritual work of mercy to live intensely in the New Year.
  When making a plan of life, it is important that what we resolve to do, is written down 
so we can hold ourselves accountable.  This accountability can take place during one’s daily 
examen or when preparing for one’s monthly confession.
  Plans can be for an individual, for spouses, or for families. If for spouses and/or families, 
the spouses or family members can help keep us on the right track.
    Also, specificity is very helpful in keeping us accountable.  Say suggestion #1 is chosen 
to go over the readings and prayers of the Mass beforehand. To make it more concrete: we 
could resolve to go over the readings every Friday evening after supper or we could resolve 
go to church 30-40 minutes before Mass to read and ponder the reading and prayers.
  I store my plan of life in my computer and I always review it during our monthly 
Salesian community recollection day.  For the progress I made, I thank the Lord.  For areas 
where I still need work, I ask the Lord for his help and assistance. 
  
   God loves you!



1. Strengthens Family Bonding
    One  of  the  benefits  of  spending  time with 
family and indulging in leisure activities together, 
is that it strengthens the family bond. This holds 
true for all types of family activities. They don’t 
always need to be fancy activities that require a 
bigger sum of money. Even home-based, low-
cost activities such as game night, movie night, 
gardening, or playing outdoors have a big impact 
on the ‘health’ of the family relationships. These 
positive behaviors make everybody in the family 
feel closer emotionally to each other, which is 
always a good thing. These mundane everyday 
group activities are known as a family’s “core” 
activities. Those that require much time, money 
and planning (special events, vacations) are 
called “balance” activities.
  Finding fun ways to spend special time 
together should be a source of  joy. The benefits 
of family bonding are deeply related to a family’s 
ability to better adapt to the changes that come 
with life. The strengthening of family bonds 
is  one of  the  important  benefits  of  family  time. 
Strong family bonds are one of the best ways 
to make us more resilient to the changes and 
challenges of life.

2.  Quality Family Time Improves  
  Child’s Academic Performance
  The academic success of a child is 
associated with having his/her parents provide 
help and guidance when needed. The first  steps 
are always the hardest and most important. This 
holds true especially in terms of studying. If you, 
as a parent, provide essential guidance through 
your child’s first academic school years, this will 
have a really positive effect on the child’s life in 
future. If you help your kid with school matters, 
it is more likely for him/her to receive a better 
education. This gives them an opportunity to land 
a better paying job in the future.
  It starts in Kindergarten when you spend 
enough time letting your child know that you 
value education. You also need to let them know 
you  expect  them  to  put  forth  their  best  effort. 
Encourage your child to do well and get better 
grades. Asking about their day and what they 
learned helps them understand the importance 

Importance of Family Time
of learning. They will enjoy getting attention for 
doing well in school activities. One of the benefits 
of family time is the opportunity to help young 
children achieve academic skills, confidence, and 
success.  Success in academic performance often 
leads to better jobs and more financial security.

3.  Spending Time With Family Helps
  Kids Develop Parenting Skills
  Time together with the parents helps the kids 
develop parenting skills. As strange as it may 
sound, it really is true. Kids learn by example. If 
you set a good example on how to behave with 
your children, your son or daughter will definitely 
remember that. They will naturally apply these 
‘parenting skills‘ in the future with their children. 
In fact, you will probably notice siblings treating 
each other in the ways you treat them. I have 
heard my daughter tell my son, “Now Leo, would 
you like it if someone did that to you? Don’t do 
something you wouldn’t like done to you.”

4.  More Family Time Results In 
  Less Behavioral Problems
    Family  time  is  beneficial  for  parents 
and children. Youths who communicate more 
with their parents tend to have less behavioral 
problems. One of  the benefits of  family  time  is 
that they are learning interpersonal skills from the 
way we treat them. Communication skills are the 
key to the solution of all problems.
  If you help your children learn to talk 
through problems when they are little, they 
will naturally do the same as they grow older. 
Especially when it comes to kids in their teen 
years. Everybody knows teenagers go through a 
lot of hard moments. Nothing can make it better 
for them than having non-judgmental advice 
from a caring parent. If they know they can come 
to you with their tricky situations, they will likely 
act out less and choose better solutions to their 
problems. 

5.  Spending Time With Family
  Results In Less Violence
  Adolescents that have a closer relationship 
with their parents are less likely to engage in acts of 
violence. Teenagers are often enraged for various 



reasons. This period of their lives is usually full 
of  emotions,  which  are  sometimes  difficult  to 
control. Unchecked emotions can often escalate 
to random acts of violence either against peers or 
as an act of self-infliction. A conversation with a 
parent and quality time spent together is capable 
of relieving these feelings of anxiety and anger. 
Knowing they can turn to someone who cares and 
that someone can understand what they are going 
through helps calm them and leave them less 
frustrated. One of  the benefits of  spending  time 
with family is helping each other with coping 
skills and healthy lifestyles.

6.  More Family Time Means Less
  Chance of Drug Abuse
  Studies show that teenagers who spend more 
time with their family are less likely to engage in 
substance abuse. Youths who experience various 
problems and are, in general, frustrated, are 
likely to seek ‘salvation’ in experiencing artificial 
highs. This, they ‘accomplish’ by using unlawful 
substances like drugs. Needless to say, the use of 
such substances could have great damage to their 
health and mental health.
  Teenagers that always have an understanding 
and helping parent by their side will be less likely 
to have big problems. It is less likely that they will 
feel the urge to use such substances. It is also less 
likely that they will give in to peer pressure to try 
drugs when they understand that a parent has their 
best interest in mind. Parent expectations play an 
important role. Kids do not like to disappoint a 
parent who they feel is always there for them 
and who has made it clear that drugs are a poor 
choice.

7.  Spending Time With Family
  Results in Greater Happiness

  A lot of who we are as people is developed 
when we are kids. All we know is our parents and 
family initially. Developing a sense of belonging 
as a child is a huge benefit of family that stays with 
you throughout your life. A sense of belonging 
can  lead  to  a happier  child. A benefit of  family 
time is learning that we are cared for and needed 
and both elements are important to happiness. 
Families need all their members to be an active 
giving part of the circle to function at their best.

8.  More Family Time Can Lead 
   To Greater Self-Confidence
    Another  benefit  of  family  time  can  be 
building  self-confidence. When  parents  display 
self-confidence  in  a  way  that  shows  they  have 
a positive value of themselves without putting 
others down, kids can learn to value themselves. 
Family can foster a healthy self-esteem and 
a positive self-concept. This occurs not only 
through modeling behavior but also through 
helping the child develop important skills. Social 
competence and problem-solving skills naturally 
improve  the  child’s  self-confidence.  Family 
members  can  make  a  real  difference  in  how 
members view themselves and their ability to 
succeed in life.

9. Spending Time With Family Results 
     in Conflict Resolution Skills
    Every  family  is  sure  to  suffer  its  share  of 
conflicts. At  times,  siblings  seem born  to  argue 
with each other. Sometimes I just sit back and let 
them argue it out. After all it is good for them to 
learn to express their emotions and say what is 
bothering them. It is good for them to learn to talk 
through things.
  Then there are times when they need 
help progressing through the argument in a 
constructive way. I try to be there to mediate 
and help them learn how to resolve conflicts on 
their own. The thing about family is that they are 
always there, and it is hard to just avoid them or 
forget about them. That means you have to learn 
to work things out, to let the little things slide, 
and to make up and move on. Conflict resolution 
is an  important  life skill. One of  the benefits of 
spending time with family is that they can help 
you learn to problem solve and forgive.

10.  More Family Time Offers More
  Chance Of Success
    One  of  the  most  important  benefits  of 
spending time with family is increased chances 
for success. A positive family environment allows 
the individuals to blossom instead of worry. All 
the  great  benefits  of  family  that  I  have  already 
mentioned just set up family members for more 
success.

From: 
https://familyfocusblog.com/6-benefits-of-
spending-time-together-as-a-family/ 



        Given the past success with the Mass Book opening and Covid 
protocol, 2022 Masses will NOT be scheduled in person. Since 
the parish office remains closed to the public, we ask for your 
understanding and cooperation throughout the process. 
        Please complete the form provided in the back of Church and 
available on our website with the preferred dates and time. Please 
PRINT clearly your phone number and/or email in the event your 
selection cannot be accommodated. Mark your envelope “Masses” 
and drop in the collection basket, mail to the office at 2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058, or drop off 
in the mailbox. We will make every attempt to provide you with your chosen dates. As in the past, your 
offering is due with all Mass submissions. Just a reminder, Masses must be specific. It is not acceptable to 
say ‘A Special Intention’ or ‘For Answered Prayers.’
        The customary donation for a stipended Mass is $5.00. However, if you care to give a more substantial 
donation, it would be a real blessing for the Church.

        The $5.00 stipend is per individual per Mass – exceptions are:
            1. Husband and wife considered one (1) 
            2. Combined families, i.e., Smith & Jones Families deceased is also considered one (1)

        The ProPopulo Mass for parishioners will be offered this year every Saturday morning at 8:00am and 
on all Holy Days. At this time the 8:00pm Mass will remain ‘For the needs of the Parish’.
        Multiple Mass intentions are available at the 5:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass and will rotate on Sunday. 
As per Archdiocesan policy, we are allowed to schedule two multiple Masses a weekend. 

The current Mass schedule is Monday - Friday 7:00am, Saturday 8am and 5:30pm, Sunday 9:00am, Noon, and 8:00pm. 

        You should also include your date requests for Sanctuary Candle and Bread & Wine along with Mass 
intentions. Keeping in mind we try to accomodate everyone, they will be scheduled accordingly.
 

             Offering for Sanctuary Candle and Bread & Wine are as follows:
                     Sanctuary Candle    $10.00
                      Bread &  Wine    $10.00

   Altar Flowers
        At the present time, Altar Flowers will only be ordered if a parishioner requests, and pays for them. 
Flowers can represent a special dedication for a Celebration of Life Event, i.e., a Birthday or Anniversary, 
etc., or in Memory of a deceased loved one. Please note - this is the actual cost of the flowers.
        

        Current prices for Altar Flowers are:
   Tabernacle 
       (2 arrangements flanking Tabernacle): $140.00 - $170.00
   Altar  
         (1 larger arrangement in front of Altar): $250.00 - $275.00
 For more information on any of this, please contact the Church office - 

504.340.0444 (leave a message if no one answers) or email - office@saintjohnboscochurch.org.

2022 Mass Book Opening

Sanctuary Candle, Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers



In Our Parish

Adoration Chapel 
Closure

The Adoration Chapel will close 
December 20 ~ 31, 2021. Adoration will resume 

following the 7am Mass January 3, 2022. 

If you are scheduled and need a 
substitute please make arrangements 
at least three weeks in advance. Hour 
Captains, call adorers of your hour.

**Tuesdays at 5am is an open hour in 
need of committed adorer.**

For more information email
 stjohnbosco@adorationservants.org.

Thank You for the donations to our baby drive!



Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Dale Hymel, Anniversary of Death

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

Melvin & Ruth Cheramie

Announcements

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB
Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel
Deacon

 Mass Intentions 
   

Saturday, December 25
 7:30am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 9:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 Noon Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 Sunday, December 26
 9:00am Thanksgiving to St. Jude
  +Gladys Nunnery
  +Phaolo Ngac, MOD 12/29
  +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung
  Bacuta & Tagorda Families
  Paul Vu Van Ngac
  +Paul Nha Chu
  +Maria Pham
  +Ulrik Johansen 
  +Leo Meerman
  All Souls in Purgatory
  Conversion of Sinners
 Noon Hanh & Phan Vuong 
     Happy 30th Anniversary
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, December 27
 7:00am +John Hop Tran
Tuesday, December 28
 7:00am +Dale Hymel, AOD 12/29
Wednesday, December 29
 7:00am +Myra Blum, MOD
 Thursday, December 30
 7:00am +Jose Ramos
Friday, December 31
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners
 6:00pm Parishioners of St. John Bosco
Saturday, January 1
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
  +Jim McKenna
  +Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  +Dolores R. Suarez
  +Ramos Family
  +Ford Family 
 Sunday, January 2
 9:00am +William DeBlanc
 Noon Happy Birthday Hanh Hoang Vuong
 8:00pm Needs of Parish

Year End Statements
As we approach the end of 2021, 
please be sure your information is 
current. Also, if you have not yet 
done so, please turn in your green 
registration card. For more informa-
tion, call the Church office or email ~ 
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org.


