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The Pastor Jots It Down
My dear parishioners and friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Churches 
and School,

Happy Feast of the Baptism of Jesus!

  This feast concludes our 2021-2022 Christmas Season. It brings us back to Jesus’ 
Baptism by John in the River Jordan where God the Father affirmed the divinity of 
Jesus in the presence of the Holy Spirit: “You are my beloved Son”.
  Jesus, the sinless Son Of God, did not have to undergo Baptism, but he did so as 
an example for us.  He came to show us how to be holy and happy in this life so as to 
prepare ourselves for everlasting life in the next.
  Jesus came to show us how to walk in the footsteps of love of God and love of 
neighbor. He showed the greatest act of love for us, in obedience to His Father, by 
shedding the last drop of his blood for us on the Cross so that our sins could be forgiven 
and that someday we could enjoy everlasting life in heaven.
  He showed us the meaning of “sacrificial love” which puts the needs of the 
beloved above one’s own needs.  This is the love of parents and grandparents for their 
children, hopefully of children for their parents, and of a true friend for a friend.
  At the wedding feast of Cana, Mary saw that the newly weds were running out 
of wine. Not wanting them to be embarrassed, Mary went to Jesus to do something. 
Despite his reluctance, “my time has not yet come”, Jesus worked his first miracle 
changing water into not just wine but fine wine.
  St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Corinthians: “Love is patient, love is kind…it 
does not seek its own interests…it bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things… Love never fails”.  Love doesn’t count the cost. Love is sacrificial.
The words sacrifice and sacrificial derive from the two Latin words, sacra facere, i.e., 
to make holy. Thus, when we willingly and cheerfully make sacrifices for the good of 
another, we are doing something holy.
  As Jesus took up his cross, so too Jesus tells us that “you must take up your cross 
daily and follow me”.  How willing are we to accept the crosses that come our way in 
daily life?  Do we allow them to transform us and bring out the best in us or do allow 
them to demoralize us and moan and groan about how could God let this happen to me?    
We have a choice in reacting to all that happens to us.  Will we accept God’s grace and 
make the most of it or will we wallow in self-pity?
  God is pulling for us.  The devil is pulling against us. Our choice decides whose 
side we’re on.

  God loves you!





   We  Christians  reflect  upon  and  celebrate  the 
baptism of Jesus in significant ways: liturgically, at 
the conclusion of the Christmas season; devotionally, 
as  the First  Luminous Mystery  of  the Rosary;  and 
theologically, as the scriptural prism for the meaning 
of Christian baptism.
  But if the baptism performed by John the 
Baptist was meant as a sign of repentance of sin 
and conversion to a new way of life, it’s reasonable 
to ask: Why did Jesus, as the sinless Son of God, 
receive baptism?
  Narrated in each of the four Gospels, the baptism 
of Jesus marks the inauguration of His public ministry  
– His emergence from a life of seeming obscurity 
into a life of growing popularity on account of His 
preaching, miracles, healings and proclamation of 
mercy and forgiveness.
  Jesus steps into the Jordan River and into His 
mission of redemption through this public religious 
act. The descent of the dove symbolizes the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit, which Jesus receives as the Christ, 
Greek for “the Anointed One.”

Jesus’ Identity

  This mark of divine blessing is accompanied by 
the voice of the Father in heaven who proclaims, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased” (Mt 3:17). This mysterious utterance reveals 
Jesus as the Son of God, the One sent from the Father 
to accomplish the salvation of the human race. In 

this dramatic scene we already grasp the identity 
and function of the Most Blessed Trinity – we see 
the Father as the One who begets and sends the Son 
to redeem the human race, the Son as the obedient 
servant who accomplishes the will of the Father, and 
the Holy Spirit as the Sanctifier who empowers the 
mission of redemption.
  Already at the beginning of His ministry, Jesus’ 
fundamental identity is situated in this Trinitarian 
relationship. In the early Church, the visit of the 
Magi, the baptism of the Lord and the miracle at 
Cana together constituted the meaning of Epiphany, 
for each of these three events reveals, manifests and 
unveils who Jesus is.
  Drawing profound parallels between Jesus’ 
baptism and our own, we can see that, just as Jesus is 
revealed as the beloved Son at the Jordan, so, too, we 
receive a new identity in baptism as adopted children 
of the Father. The fruit of Christ’s victory over the 
power of sin and death is the divine invitation for us 
to share in the very life of the Trinity. Jesus Christ – 
namely, the Son – freely shares His very nature with 
us through the transforming waters of baptism. At the 
moment of our spiritual rebirth in the font, the Father 
beholds us with delight, exclaiming, “This is my 
beloved son, this is my beloved daughter with whom 
I am well pleased.” Christianity first and foremost is 
about whom we have become in Christ before it is 
about what we do or how we act. This saving act of 
spiritual adoption draws us into the very life of God 
and His merciful grace.

Identification with Sinners

  In his book “Jesus of Nazareth,” Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI insightfully offers another facet of the 
baptism of the Lord. The baptismal action of John 
the Baptist was markedly different from any other 
religious rituals that had preceded it. The baptism 
he offered the crowds that came from Jerusalem 
occurred only once, signifying a radical break from 
a former life of sin and a new way of thinking and 
acting – all of which was framed by the imminent 
emergence of One greater than John who would 
“baptize with fire.” The crowds responded to John’s 
baptism as a reaction to his fiery preaching against 
sin and the call to conversion.
  The retired Pope Benedict sees Jesus’ baptism 
as an expression of His fundamental submission to 
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the will of the Father and His complete identification 
with sinners. By submersion in the waters of the 
Jordan, Jesus is publicly seen as one in need of 
repentance and forgiveness himself, although He has 
no need of it in actuality. Jesus is already embracing 
the enormous weight of humanity’s sinfulness, just 
as He will do again in a definitive and final way on 
the cross – labeled then as a criminal and blasphemer. 
The mysterious events at the Jordan River already 
foreshadow the saving acts of Christ’s death and 
resurrection.
  Pope Benedict notes that the icons of the Eastern 
Church visualize this intrinsic connection between 
the baptism of the Lord and the Paschal Mystery by 
depicting the waters of the Jordan “as a liquid tomb 
having the form of a dark cavern, which is in turn 
the iconographic sign of Hades, the underworld, or 
hell.” Just as the Lord descends into the swirling 
waters of death at His baptism, He goes down to the 
netherworld after His crucifixion to rescue the souls 
of lost humanity.

Divine Condescension

  In this downward descent, this complete 
identification with sinners, we grasp the radical 
humility of Jesus. He is the One who empties 
himself, not clinging to His equality with God but 
becoming a slave for the sake of our salvation. This 
is so beautifully articulated in the kenotic hymn 
of the second chapter of St. Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians. God could have saved us in any manner 
that He chose, but He seems to embrace the most 
difficult and arduous way – the path of Incarnation 
and accompaniment.
  Christianity is the only world religion that believes 
the omnipotent and mysterious God humbled himself 
to become one of His own creatures, embracing the 
fullness of our humanity in order to redeem us from 
inside our own nature and condition. The Church 
has never gotten over the wonder of this divine 
condescension. We celebrate the Word made flesh 
not only in the glory of Christmas, but in the fullness 
of the liturgy, prayer and moral life of the Christian 
tradition.
  We can place the baptism of Christ into the 
total context of His humble identification with us, 
beginning with the eternal Second Person of the 
Trinity assuming our flesh in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary and continuing with Jesus’ ministry to the sick 
and sinful, His table fellowship with tax collectors, 
His loving conversations with people of ill repute, 
the vulnerability of the Eucharist – as Jesus places 
himself completely at our disposal in the wondrous 

sacrament of His body and blood – and His doing the 
work of a slave during the Last Supper foot-washing.
  The Cross of Christ becomes the sacred 
intersection of God’s redemptive mercy and our 
ancient curse of sin and death. Without ever having 
sinned himself, Jesus embraces the consequences of 
our sin, which is death and alienation, and accepts 
a horrible death, filled with pain and suffering. 
Wrapping himself in our sins, He lifts it all up to the 
Father as a radical offering – a complete holocaust 
of the self. Executed as a criminal and a blasphemer, 
crucified outside the city gate as one seemingly cut 
off from God, Jesus seals His identification with 
sinners in His own blood.
  How does the Father respond to this murder of 
His Son, this obedience even unto death? When 
the centurion pierces the side of Christ, what flows 
out from the side of the crucified One? Not divine 
vengeance or wrath or retribution, but blood 
and water, symbols of baptism and Eucharist 
– instruments of mercy, love, forgiveness and 
redemption. By accomplishing the saving deed of 
our salvation through His death and resurrection, 
Jesus himself becomes the baptismal fountain of the 
New Covenant.

Clarity of Mission

  In Christian baptism, we become adopted children 
of the Father, members of the Church, the Body 
of Christ, and temples of the Holy Spirit. Baptism 
washes away our original sin and claims us for the 
kingdom of God. Through this saving sacrament, 
God fills us with sanctifying grace, with the fullness 
of the Trinitarian life. To understand the meaning and 
implications of our baptism is to fundamentally grasp 
our identity, vocation and mission as disciples of the 
Lord Jesus and members of the household of God.
  In Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, we see Him 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Christ, we hear 
the Father proclaim His fundamental identity as 
the beloved Son, and we perceive Jesus’ mission as 
one of humility, a self-emptying love and sacrificial 
identification with everything in us that was lost, 
broken and dead.
  We spend time and energy seeking a lost object 
to the extent that we value it. I will spend much more 
time looking for my wallet or cellphone than I will 
a misplaced magazine. How infinitely valuable we 
must be to the Lord God that He sent His own Son 
to seek and save us in the valley of death! The whole 
Christ-event finds a clarity of mission when Jesus is 
submerged in the waters of the Jordan at the hands of 
John the Baptist.



In Our Parish

Thank you to all the parishioners of St. John Bosco and St. Rosalie parishes who so generously donated 
to the Advent Baby Items drive for Catholic Charities of New Orleans. Our parishes collected over 3,100 
diapers/pull-ups and approximately 6,650 baby wipes as well as dozens of onesies and outfits, assorted baby 
washes, powder and lotion, gift cards, and even a set of homemade ABC blocks made by a very talented 
parishioner! The Archdiocesan Respect Life coordinators were delighted with your generosity and extend 
their heartfelt thanks for your gestures of welcome to the littlest ones in New Orleans. If you’d like more 
information, visit https://www.ccano.org/access-pregnancy-services/ or https://nolacatholic.org/respectlife.

     On January 13, 1984, President Ronald Reagan 
issued a proclamation dessignating January 22nd as 
the first National Sanctity of Human Life Day. (In 
1973, January 22nd was the day the U. S. Supreme 
Court legalized abortion-on-demand in all 50 
states.)
     Churches continue to recognize the third Sun-
day in January as Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. 
In 2022, that date falls on January 16th, although 
some churches will mark it on the 23rd because it’s 
closer to the anniversary. Either day is fine.

     On Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday, churches 
throughout the United 
States celebrate God’s gift 
of life, commemorate the 
lives lost to abortion, and 

commit to protecting human life at every stage. 
For more information - https://prolifelouisiana.
org/sunday/.

VOCATION PRAYER INTENTION

January 7 - 13
please pray 

for 

Br. Tom Junis
who is in Practical Training 

at Archbishop Shaw
in Marrero, LA

POPE FRANCIS’ 
JANUARY PRAYER INTENTION

We pray for all those suffering 
from religious discrimination 

and persecution; may their 
own rights and dignity be 

recognized, which originate 
from being brothers and sisters 

in the human family.

Thank You!



Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of
J. D. Spano

Bread & Wine
In Memory of
J. D. Spano

Announcements

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Current Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am

Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 

Sunday:  9:00am, 12:00 Noon & 8:00pm

 Mass Intentions 
   

 Saturday, January 8
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Mack Perry, Sr.
  +Joyce Sonnier
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  Thanksgiving to St. Jude
  +Jim McKenna
  +Raymond & Helen Saulino
 Sunday, January 9
 9:00am +Rosario “Boogie” Termine
  +Peggy & Anthony DiMarco, Sr.
  +Estelle & William Allen
  +Vernon Guillot
  +Derek & Billy, Jr. DiMarco
  +Hilda Miller
  Happy Birthday Barbara Kuenz
  Martin & Benedetto Families
  All Souls in Purgatory
 Noon +J.D. Spano
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, January 10
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners
Tuesday, January 11
 7:00am Happy Birthday Pat Brehm
Wednesday, January 12
 7:00am Happy Birthday Greg Brinkerhoff
 Thursday, January 13
 7:00am +Br. Gerry Meegan
Friday, January 14
 7:00am +Veronica Nguyen Thi Tin, AOD
  +Paul Louis Nguyen Dinh Dzung
 Saturday, January 15
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Jim McKenna
  +Wayne Delaune
  May & Ruiz Families
  +Ryan Roberts, AOD
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  +Sara M. Salinas
  +Martin Salinas
  +Consuela M. Solis
  +Elden Nunnery
 Sunday, January 16
 9:00am +Candida & Guillermo Calimlim
 Noon +James Hennegan
  +Dominick & Louise Gulizo
  +Frank & Rose Spano
  +Maria Nguyen Kim Cuc
  +Charles & Genevieve Darsey
  +Phong Vu
 8:00pm Needs of Parish

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus 
congratulates Billy DiMarco as the 
winner of the Nativity Tree. Thank 
you to everyone in the parish for 
supporting the organization.

Second Collection
Next weekend, January 8-9, there will be a second 
collection for the Church in Latin America. Your 
support for the collection provides lay leadership
training, catechesis, priestly and religious formation, 
and other programs to share our Catholic faith with
those who long to hear the Good News of Christ
Mens Club
The next Mens Club meeting will be 
Thursday, January 6, 2022  beginning 
at 6:30pm. All men in the parish are 
invited to attend.


