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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and School,

  May 5, 2022 was a red-letter day for our parishes. Archbishop Aymond came to 
St. John Bosco and conferred the grace of the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament of 

Confirmation upon 26 young people who 
seriously prepared for this great moment in 
their lives.  May God be praised for these 
young apostles, who as the Archbishop 
reminded us, “received the same Holy 
Spirit that came upon the Apostles on 
Pentecost and called them to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus to all the world.”
  At the conclusion of Mass as a good 

shepherd, Archbishop Aymond asked the congregation to pray daily for two special 
intentions: Peace in the Ukraine and for Church Vocations. Yes, two pressing needs 
worthy of daily prayer!
  Last Sunday, we celebrated World Day of Prayer for Vocations and Archbishop asked 
the Confirmation congregation for daily prayer for church vocations. 
  I thought back to the story of the high school student the night before he was to take 
his most challenging final exam.  He developed what he thought was the perfect plan on 
how to pass the exam – he spent two hours in prayer asking the Lord to help him pass the 
exam and never once did he crack open his textbook nor his class notes.  The next day he 
failed miserably. He thought all he had to do was to pray and God would see to it that he 
passed.  He would have done much better spending his time studying with a short prayer 
before and after his study time. 
  We must couple our prayers with our work and effort.  Yes, God does work miracles. 
But in most instances, God requires cooperation on our part. We can’t be like the person 
who prays to win the lottery but doesn’t buy a ticket.
  Now getting back to the Archbishop’s request for prayers for vocations.  Yes, prayer 
is very important. But we must also work for vocations. Hence this week’s centerfold 
article on the ABCs of Fostering Vocations. There you will find some great ways to help 
your children, grandchildren, great grandchildren grow in awareness of Church vocations 
and help them understand their gifts and talents. Also, to discover how God may be 
inviting them to use these gifts and talents to build up his Kingdom here on earth (our 
Baptismal Call).
  The last two paragraphs remind us of missionary discipleship. As Archbishop 
Aymond told the confirmandi, when the fearful apostles received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, they were then emboldened to go forth and courageously share their faith in the 
Risen Lord Jesus throughout the world.
  When the confirmandi received the gift of the Holy Spirit, they also were sent forth 
to witness their faith in their families, among their friends, in school, in their places of 
work or volunteer service.
  Let us pray for our newly confirmed, their families and their sponsors, and for all of 
our parishioners that we may allow the Holy Spirit free reign in our lives to bring about 
the growth of God’s Kingdom here on earth.
  God loves you!



 
We would like to congratulate our 2nd graders who took the next step in their 

faith formation when they made their First Holy Communion on May 7th.

Melida Tammy Arriola-Honore
Nubia Isabella Arriola-Honore

Cambre Marie Barousse
Wyatt Joseph Burnetz

Landon Joel Carter
Luke Wesley Chauvin

Hunter Matthew Faucheaux
Anthony Joseph Geraci
Arasimo Charles Geraci
James Fletcher Hudson

Grace Maria Le
Brinlee Mae Mamolo
Sophia Noelle Medina

Pedro Santiago Montagnino
Emma Lynn Nguyen
Presley Tien Nguyen
Blake Joseph Pierce

John Joseph Richardson
Savannah Grace Ridge

Parker Rose Schultz
Raegan Lynn Stone

Christopher Preston Tran
 



  How many of us know a family in which all 
of the adult children are devout Catholics, serving 
the Church and actively seeking God’s will? Many 
parents lay awake at night wondering how they are 
going to pay for college tuition and weddings but fail 
to recall that the most important gift given to a child is 
the gift of faith. During National Vocation Awareness 
Week, consider adopting practices into family life 
that celebrate the 
Church seasons, 
awaken your child’s 
heart to the beauty 
of our Catholic faith 
and inspire and 
encourage them on 
their own vocational 
journey:

  This article was 
originally printed by 
The United States 
Conference of 
Catholic Bishops

A: Answer your 
children’s questions about priesthood or Religious 
life; never discourage them or ridicule them if they 
bring it up.
  Ask your child to identify a talent which he or 
she has, and imagine together what work or ministry 
God might want someone to do with that type of 
talent. Also talk about what good things can be done 
with the talent right now. For instance, singing talent 
could be used to sing a baby brother or sister to sleep. 
Talent at soccer could be used to help someone on 
the team who needs extra practice.
B: Bring your family to the next ordination Mass or 
prayer vigil for religious.
C: Challenge teens and young adults to consider 
a Church-related vocation. Tell them about the 
gifts in ministry you see in them. Encourage them 
to participate in at least one special vocation event 
(ordination, vocation retreat, Focus 11, etc.).
  Cultivate an attitude of service by responding 
as a family to the needs of others. Seek out those in 
need and find ways to care for them.
D: Discuss your own vocation to family life, 
explaining that God calls some people to priesthood 

or religious life, some to marriage, and some to life 
as single laypeople. You can talk about vocations 
firsthand!
E: Encourage your children to be involved in 
the liturgical life of the parish as servers, lectors, 
musicians, etc. (and see to it that they get there on 
time).
  Explore the feelings you might experience 

should one of your 
children choose to 
give his or her life 
to Church ministry 
and discuss with 
your spouse your 
feelings and 
reactions if one 
of your children 
decided to become 
a priest or nun.
F. Find oppor-
tunities to affirm 
the gifts and talents 
of your children, 
and help them 
relate their gifts to 

various career and life choices (including priesthood 
and religious life).
G: Guide your junior high child to pray that he or she 
might discover and use the gifts God has given.
H: Have a priest come and bless your home. Have 
your younger children make a cross to hang in each 
bedroom in your home.
I: Include the diocesan vocation prayer in 
your personal and family prayer, especially on 
Wednesdays. Invite a priest, brother or sister to 
dinner or to an outing with your family.
J: Join together in prayer as a family; include a 
short vocations prayer when you pray before meals 
(especially on Wednesday).
K: Keep an eye open for TV shows and movies that 
present Gospel-centered role models. Watch them 
with your children and engage in a discussion.
L: Let your children see their Baptism pictures. 
Have the children make and send a card or note to the 
priest who baptized them promising him they will 
pray for them.
  Let your children notice an attitude of openness 
to God’s will in you.

The     s of Fostering Vocations for Children
By: Erin Healy

CAB



M: Make time for teenagers in your life: your children 
and their friends, nieces and nephews, babysitters, etc.
N: Name the gifts of each family member on their 
birthday. Express gratitude for these 
gifts.
O: On the date of your child’s 
baptism, talk about the life of the 
saint for whom the child is named (or 
the saint’s day it is). There is plenty 
of information about the background 
of saints on the Internet. The saints 
are people from all walks of life who 
tried to make a positive difference in 
the world–a goal as real today as it 
was for the saints.
P: Pray for the seminarians of the 
diocese by name if you can find 
out their names; you may want to 
“spiritually adopt” one of them.
Q: Quiz your children and discuss 
with them stories of calls in Scripture 
(e.g. Mary’s response to God in Luke 1:26-39, Jesus’ 
calling the Apostles in Mt 4:18-22, etc.).
R: Remember in prayer by name those who 
minister to your family and include in your family 
prayers petitions for those called to priesthood and 
consecrated life.
S: Set aside a “family time” each week for kids to 
talk about what is happening in lives. Let them share 
about their day.
  Share the story of your own vocational choice 
with your children. Celebrate the occasion of your 
wedding anniversary as you share the story of your 
vocation to married life.
  Support and participate in any school or parish 
vocation activities.
T: Talk about your family’s ethnic or cultural heritage 
at supper, while driving in the car, or at some other 
time when family members are all together. Pass 
along memories of cultural aspects of holiday and 
other celebrations that you remember.
  Talk positively and enthusiastically about the 
priests, sisters, brothers, and deacons in your parish 
and share with your children the stories of the priests 
or sisters who have inspired you and how (e.g. priest 
at your wedding, or baptized your children, priests or 
religious from school, etc.).
  Tell your children why you chose your particular 

profession. Who helped you form your decision?
U: Use books and videos to familiarize your children 
with saints who are priests or vowed religious. 

Use these lives of the saints as a 
springboard for discussion on these 
lifestyles.
  Utilize opportunities to share 
your vocation as parents: what you 
value, how you came to that decision, 
and the importance of faith in your 
life.
V: Visit Churches and Shrines while 
on vacation and offer prayers together 
as a family.
W: Witness to your own vocation by 
telling stories about how you fell in 
love. Let the children see the love and 
care that parents have for each other.
XYZ: The end of the alphabet, but 
certainly not the end of ways or ideas 
to foster vocations at home!

2 thoughts on “The ABCs of 
Fostering Vocations for Children”
  Sad that this author limits vocations to married 
or single or religious life. MISSIONARY is a 
vocation and you can be married. Imagine! We are a 
missionary family with 7 kids and work domestically 
in the U.S. Until the American church reasons this 
to be a viable option, we will never see the fruit of 
conversions and personal relationships with dynamic 
Catholics on fire for Jesus. They will continue to 
leave the Church in droves and become great, on 
fire Protestants OR worse yet, nothings…. God, help 
us wake up and see gifts and callings are without 
repentance but missionaries have it all and serve 
everywhere. Of course, we will always need priests 
but there are so, so many options that have yet to be 
considered in the Catholic World.
  Thanks so much for your comment. As Bishop 
Loverde mentions frequently in his pastoral letters, 
we are all called to evangelize, and it is great to see 
a whole family participating in missionary service.

From: https://encourageandteach.wordpress.
com/2014/11/05/the-abcs-of-fostering-vocations-
for-children/ 



In Our Parish

Congratulations
 Congratulations Neal Jordan, recipient of this 
year’s Order of St. Louis IX Medallion. 
 Neal grew up as a Presbyterian in a suburb of New 
York City.  As is the case for so many young men and 
women, he drifted away from God and the practice 
of his religious faith in high school and college, and 
went on with his life, believing that religion was 
antiquated; something that ancient people needed to 
address the uncertainty in their lives and to explain 
the unknowns, but not something we modern people 
required.  Little did he know.  Neal’s wife, Hannah 
Ha Jordan, was born and raised Catholic, and they 
planned to raise their children Catholic, but it 
wasn’t something he was particularly interested or 
passionate about.  
 It wasn’t until the unexpected death of his older 
brother that his heart was opened enough for God 
to enter.  Neal became Catholic on Easter of 2019, 
the year before COVID, and he could only see the 
providence of God in that timing.  His younger 
brother, who had converted to Catholicism in college, 
served as his sponsor, and he felt it was a wonderful 
thing for him to lead the way on bringing him back 
to God.   
 Neal and his family, including wife Hannah and 
their daughter Kateri, began getting involved in 
Saint John Bosco where Hannah grew up.  He’s 
passionate about the Come! Lord Jesus Bible Study 
program, and also music ministry.  He was part of 
the church band formed in late 2021, and now plays 

every Sunday at the latest 
Mass on the West Bank, 8pm. 
He’s proud of the fact that this 
Mass, known as the Youth 
Mass, has been growing 
steadily since!  Neal says, “I 
feel so fortunate to be blessed 
by the SJB community, and 
the friends and family I have 
gained by becoming part of 
the church.”



Announcements

“Everything and everyone is won by the 
sweetness of our words and works.”

~ Don Bosco

Sanctuary Candle
In Memory of

Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

Neil J. Folse, Sr. & Jr.

 Mass Intentions 
    

Saturday, May 14
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Leboria Burrell
	 	 +Duffy	&	Derek	Dumas
  +Peter David Nguyen
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Maria Chien Vu Nguyen
	 	 +Neil	J.	Folse,	Sr.	&	Jr.
	 	 May	&	Ruiz	Families
 Sunday, May 15
 9:00am +Marilyn DeBlanc
	 	 Talamo	&	Termine	Families
  +Thanksgiving to St. Jude
	 	 +Charles	&	Genevieve	Darsey
	 	 Peace	on	Lucky	Jean	Boat	&	
       all Fishermen
	 	 +Billy,	Jr.	&	Derek	DiMarco
	 	 +Maria	Elena	Martinez
 Noon +J. D. Spano
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, May 16
 7:00am +Marie-Katie Ducote
  Julie Kirkland
Tuesday, May 17
	 7:00am	 +Red	Miller
Wednesday, May 18
 7:00am Happy Birthday Holly Hecker
 Thursday, May 19
 7:30pm All Souls in Purgatory
Friday, May 20
 7:00pm Conversion of Sinners
 Saturday, May 21
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Leboria Burrell
	 	 +Duffy	&	Derek	Dumas
  +Peter David Nguyen
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Maria Chien Vu Nguyen
  +Wayne Delaune
	 	 +Melvin	&	Ruth	Cheramie
 Sunday, May 22
 9:00am	 +Ronald	Jacobs,	MOD
 Noon +J. D. Spano
  +Ha Xuan Du
  +Phong Vu
	 	 +Raymond	Ward
	 	 +Simon	&	Gustavia	Breaux
  +Maria Chien Vu Nguyen
  Conversion of Sinners
  All Souls in Purgatory
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 

Come Lord Jesus Bible Study
Every	Wednesday	&	Thursday
Beginning at 6:30pm
In	the	Conference	Room
Contact the office for information.

Knights of Columbus Meeting
Monday, May 16th - 
Rosary:	6:30pm	Meeting:	7:00pm

 All men who are active  parishioners 
are invited to attend.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB 
Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Mass Schedule
Monday - Friday:  7:00am
Saturday:  8:00am
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 
Sunday:		9:00am,	12:00	Noon	&	8:00pm

Confessions
Saturday:  4:45pm - 5:15pm

Wednesday: 7:00pm - 8:00pm ~ Eucharistic Adoration


