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The Pastor Jots It Down
My dear parishioners and friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and Students & Alumni,

Happy Trinity Sunday! 
  We are truly blessed because our God, 
who created us, sustains us in life, and 
promises an eternal reward to those who are 
faithful; revealed to us his humble creatures 
his divine nature: that he is one and three 
at the same time. His Trinity in Unity is 
something totally incomprehensible to 
us and beyond human knowledge and 
experience – a mystery.
  On a human level, we can’t understand 
the Trinity but with the eyes of faith, we 
firmly believe that our God is one and our 
God is three – three Divine Persons in one 
God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit!

  We take God at his word and firmly believe what he has revealed and told us. This is faith.
  As Catholic Christians we accept as true many mysteries which we can’t humanly prove as true but 
truly believe.
  In addition to belief in the Trinity, some other mysteries of faith we believe as Catholic Christians: 
God’s eternity, Jesus’ Incarnation, His Death and Resurrection, the Mystery of the Eucharist, and the 
mystery of death.
  All these mysteries, according to our human understanding and experience don’t make sense.  But 
with the eyes of faith, they explain the nature of our God and his great love for us.
  In the Trinity, we have the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, the bond of love between the Father 
and Son.
  Jesus during his life on earth showed us how to love as God loves.  When he had to return home to his 
Father after his mission was accomplished, he promised to send the Holy Spirit to be with us until the end 
of time to assist the church in building up God’s Kingdom.
  Last week we celebrated Jesus precious gift of the Holy Spirit, on Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of 
the Church.
  As members of the Church, we should feel the same call and responsibility of the apostles to spread 
the news of God’s love and increase the membership of the Church.
  At the Masses last weekend, I invited everyone to partner with the Holy Spirit and draw up a list of five 
adults to approach and invite. If they are not Catholic, to ask if they ever thought about learning more about 
the Catholic Faith or becoming Catholic.  If they are Catholic, have they made their 1st Holy Communion 
and/or Confirmation.  
  Our program to facilitate non-Catholics and Catholics in their faith journey will be beginning in  
September.  It’s not too early to pre-register by calling the parish office.
  Remember that on the day of our Baptism, the day of Pentecost, and the day of our Confirmation, we 
were all called to be missionary disciples and build up Christ’s body, the Church. The soul of some future 
disciple may be waiting for your invitation and encouragement. Know that the Spirit will guide and direct 
you in your mission. Be not afraid.
  God loves you!



theological roots of this title for Mary 
go back to the early Church.
 The Fathers of the Church often 
spoke of Mary as the New Eve. Just 
as the Woman Eve was “the mother of 
all the living” (Gen 3:20), the Woman 
Mary was mother of all those living in 
Christ. In Revelation 12:17, St. John 
says that this Woman’s offspring are 
“those who keep the commandments of 
God and bear testimony to Jesus.”
 St. Augustine and St. Leo the Great 
also both reflected on the Virgin Mary’s 
importance in the mystery of Christ.
 “In fact the former (St. Augustine) 
says that Mary is the mother of the 
members of Christ, because with 
charity she cooperated in the rebirth 
of the faithful into the Church, while 
the latter (St. Leo the Great) says that 
the birth of the Head is also the birth 
of the body, thus indicating that Mary 
is at once Mother of Christ, the Son of 
God, and mother of the members of his 
Mystical Body, which is the Church,” 

Pope Francis’ 2018 decree noted. It 
said these reflections are a result of the 
“divine motherhood of Mary and from 
her intimate union in the work of the 
Redeemer.”
 Scripture, the decree said, depicts 
Mary at the foot of the Cross. There she 
became the Mother of the Church when 
she “accepted her Son’s testament of 
love and welcomed all people in the 
person of the beloved disciple as sons 
and daughters to be reborn unto life 
eternal.”
 In 1964, the decree said, St. Paul VI 
“declared the Blessed Virgin Mary as 
‘Mother of the Church, that is to say of 
all Christian people, the faithful as well 
as the pastors, who call her the most 
loving Mother’ and established that 
‘the Mother of God should be further 
honored and invoked by the entire 
Christian people by this tenderest of 
titles.’”

From: https://catholicnewsherald.com/
faith/183-news/faith/faith-may/7108-

mary-mother-of-the-church 

 In 2018 Pope Francis added a feast 
day for Mary, Mother of the Church to 
be celebrated on the Monday following 
Pentecost – and the date he chose was 
intentional. On Pentecost Sunday, we 
celebrate the birthday of the Church, 
and on the memorial of Mary, Mother 
of the Church, we celebrate the fact 
that Mary, as the mother of Our Lord, 
is intrinsically linked to the Church as 
her mother.
 In issuing his decree to add this 
feast day to the Church’s calendar, 
Pope Francis wished to promote this 
devotion to “encourage the growth of 
the maternal sense of the Church in the 
pastors, religious and faithful, as well 
as a growth of genuine Marian piety.”

Why do we celebrate Mary 
as Mother of the Church?

 While the popularity of the specific 
expression “Mother of the Church” 
has grown in recent centuries, the 

Mary, 
Mother of the 

Church
Feast Day June 6th



 If you are a lifelong Catholic or if you 
have taken theology classes at some 
point in your life, you are probably 
familiar with what the Church teaches 
about God: that God is Trinity, one 
God in three persons. You have likely 
made the Sign of the Cross and heard 
the words, “In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
thousands of times. Unfortunately, this 
familiarity with the Trinity is about 
as far as most Catholics have gone in 
contemplating God. By contrast, the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church says 
that: 
 “The mystery of the Most Holy 
Trinity is the central mystery of 

Christian faith and life. It is the mystery 
of God in himself. It is therefore the 
source of all the other mysteries of 
faith, the light that enlightens them. It 
is the most fundamental and essential 
teaching in the ‘hierarchy of the truths 
of faith’” (CCC 234).
 What a strong endorsement from 
mother Church to push us to understand 
the Trinity ever more deeply! The 
Catechism is telling us that the mystery 
of the Trinity is not only the most 
important teaching of the Catholic faith 
(i.e. the most important thing that we 
can know), but it is also the central 
mystery of Christian life (i.e. the most 
important thing for how we live). But 

how can that be? What difference does 
it make to my life whether God is one 
or three or 15?
 A good place to start is by looking 
at what the Church teaches about the 
Trinity. The doctrine of the Trinity 
arose from a careful reading of the 
Bible and from a sustained reflection 
on who Jesus is. If Jesus claims to be 
God by forgiving sins (e.g. Mk 2:7, Lk 
5:21) and by his unique relationship to 
the Father (e.g. Jn 10:30), then how can 
it still be true that there is only one God, 
also a fundamental truth of the Bible 
(e.g. Deut 6:4, 1 Cor 8:6)? Would there 
not be at least two Gods – the Father 
and the Son — or does the Son have 
some other status, like a demigod or an 
angel? These questions drove centuries 
of discussion in the early Church, and 
they have brought forth some of the 
most beautiful theological writings 
about the nature of God and the person 
of Christ. That is why the Catechism 
says that the Trinity is the fundamental 
teaching of the faith, because it is the 
answer to the primary question of all 
of theology: who is God? If we cannot 
answer that question, or at least begin to 
answer it, the rest of the faith would be 
emptied of its meaning, since our whole 
faith is about relationship with God 
(and through God, with our neighbor). 
If we get God wrong, we get religion 
wrong and we can end up worshipping 
a false image of God that we have in 
our mind, which is ultimately idolatry. 
 What the Church came to see 
through wrestling with the scriptures 
and with the events of Jesus’ life is that 
somehow, although God is one, God 

Love, Revealed!
Understanding the Mystery of the Trinity

By Elizabeth Klein
Assistant Professor of Theology at the Augustine Institute



is not solitary. God is a communion of 
persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
– only one God, having only one divine 
nature, but existing in three persons 
who can be named, not because they are 
three separate somethings, but because 
they are three distinct someones. 
This revelation about God is no small 
matter. It means that God in himself 
is relational. It means that, as St. 
John puts it, “God is love” (1 Jn 4:8). 
St. Augustine therefore explains the 
Trinity in this way: if you see love, you 
see the three – the one who loves (the 
Father), the one who is loved (the Son) 
and the love itself (the Holy Spirit). 
Love cannot exist in the abstract; you 
cannot say “I love” without saying what 
or whom you love; so likewise, God’s 
love is of and for something, except 
that God is entirely self-sufficient. 
What he loves is himself, and in that 
love, there is both perfect unity and 
perfect relationship.   
 Now we can begin to see why the 
Catechism speaks of this mystery as 
central not only to our faith but also to 
our life. When you love aright, you do 
so by means of God, who is love; just 
what kind of love is revealed by Jesus 
Christ, and we can read about it in the 
gospels. Jesus also invites us to share 
in this same love, to be his friends (Jn 
15:15) and to join his fellowship (1 Jn 
1:3). God, therefore, is the end goal of 
our love, the means by which we love, 
and has provided an example of how to 
love. God, in himself, is the only true 
version of what is so often referred to 
as “unconditional love,” because only 
the Trinity loves wholly, perfectly, 
without reservation and without ulterior 
motives. It is precisely this love which 
God offers to us in Christ, because 
Christ is not simply a messenger or an 
angel, but he himself is God, the very 
incarnation of love.
 To put it succinctly, the Trinity is 
the central mystery of Christian life 
because love – or charity – is both 

the goal and the means of the entire 
Christian life. After all, what we want 
most, even on a purely human level, 
is to love and be loved, to know and 
be known. We want to have perfect 
harmony within ourselves and with 
everyone else – be they friends, family, 
coworkers or strangers – without losing 
who we are uniquely. We want to love 
our spouse with all that we have, and 
we want them to love us for who we 
are too.  Virtually every love song 
gives voice to this desire in one form 
or another. And so, as it turns out, what 
we want (perfect unity and perfect 
relationship) is who God is, even as we 
recognize that human friendships are 
an incomplete reflection of the Triune 
life of God. 
 But what is perhaps most amazing 
of all about the doctrine of the Trinity 
is that it is, properly speaking, none 
of our business. From the “outside” 

we would never know this fact about 
God, since it is only from the “inside” 
– within God’s inner life – that we 
can know how the three persons are 
distinct in their relationship to one 
another. It is, as the Catechism says, 
“God’s innermost secret” (CCC 221), 
a secret that we are meant to share for 
all eternity, a secret that God hinted 
at in the Old Testament, and a secret 
that he has shared with us fully by the 
sending of the Son. And when a good 
friend or loved one tells us an intimate 
secret, it would be extremely rude to 
yawn, to be inattentive or to change 
the subject – reactions, I fear, that are 
all too common when it comes to the 
profound mystery of the Trinity.   

From: https://denvercatholic.org/love-
revealed-understanding-the-central-
mystery-of-the-trinity/ 

Throne of Mercy, Albrecht Dürer, 1511



Come Lord Jesus Bible Study
Every Wednesday & Thursday
Beginning at 6:30pm
In the Conference Room
Contact the office for information.

POPE FRANCIS’
JUNE PRAYER INTENTION

FAMILIES

 We pray for Christian families 
around the world; may they 

embody and experience 
unconditional love and 

advance in holiness in their 
daily lives.

In Our Parish

Musically Inclined? Consider joining the band!Musically Inclined? Consider joining the band!
St. John Bosco ChurchSt. John Bosco Church

CONTRIBUTIONS
Your contributions for the month of May:

       Week ending May 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 5,245.00
       Week ending May 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5,299.00
       Week ending May 15 . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 4,219.00
       Week ending May 22 . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 3,745.00
       Week ending May 29 . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 5,245.00
       Second collection -
            Maintenenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1,125.00
       Online giving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 4,714.00

May the Lord bless your sacrifice!



Announcements

“Everything and everyone is won by the 
sweetness of our words and works.”

~ Don Bosco

Sanctuary Candle
for

The Lynch Family

Bread & Wine
In Memory of

Anthony Hoang Tu Lap

Come Lord Jesus 
Bible Study Program 

Are you looking to gain a 
greater understanding of Sunday 
Readings, including Gospels and 
the Old Testament? Come check 

it out! Members grow in sanctification through 
prayer, Scripture, Eucharist, and Christian 
community. Meetings are every Wednesday & 
Thursday at 6:30pm!

 Mass Intentions 
    

 Saturday, June 11
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Leboria Burrell
  +Duffy & Derek Dumas
  +Peter David Nguyen
  Conversion of Sinners
  +Maria Chien Vu Nguyen
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh
 Sunday, June 12
 9:00am +Joseph DeBlanc, Jr.
  Baughman/Termine Families
  Talamo/Termine Families
  +Billy, Jr. & Derek DiMarco
  +Mary Ann Ramos
  +Marilyn DeBlanc
  +Maria Elena Martinez
  Martin & Benedetto Families
  Thanksgiving to St. Jude
  +Lourdes Bacuta
  +George Bacuta, Jr.
  Thanksgiving for Blessings 
        Received and Health
 Noon +Phong Vu
 8:00pm Needs of Parish
 Monday, June 13
 7:00am Julie Kirkland Healing
Tuesday, June 14
 7:00am +Herbert Verdin, AOD
  +Fr. Ernest Faggioni, sdb
Wednesday, June 15
 7:00am +Robert B. Ford
  Peace on Lucky Jean Boat and
        All Fishermen
 Thursday, June 16
 7:00am Conversion of Sinners
Friday, June 17
 7:00am Happy Birthday Phan Vuong
 Saturday, June 18
 8:00am Parishioners of St. John Bosco
 5:30pm +Jacqueline Guillot
  +Leboria Burrell
  +Duffy & Derek Dumas
  +Peter David Nguyen
  +Wayne Delaune
  +Marilyn DeBlanc, MOA
  +Dudley Dugas & Wilton Nunez
  Chaisson/Folse Families
  +James Hennegan, MOB
  Gulizo & Spano Families
  +Nicholas Tusa, Sr.
  +J. D. Spano
  May/Ruiz Families
  +Peter John Paul Nguyen
  +Joseph Lai Duc Anh

Come Lord Jesus Bible Study
Every Wednesday & Thursday
Beginning at 6:30pm
In the Conference Room
Contact the office for information.

Mens Club - NEW DATE
The next Mens Club meeting will be 
Monday, June 13, 2022  beginning at 
6:30pm. All men are invited to attend.

Knights of Columbus Meeting
Monday, April 18th - 
Rosary: 6:30pm Meeting: 7:00pm

 All men who are active  parishioners 
are invited.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church
Served by the Salesians of Don Bosco

2114 Oakmere Dr. Harvey, LA 70058
office@saintjohnboscochurch.org

504.340.0444

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB
Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

Masses
Monday - Friday:  7:00am
Saturday:  8:00am     
Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 
Sunday:  9:00am, 12:00 Noon & 8:00pm

Confessions
Saturday:  4:45pm - 5:15pm

Wednesday: 7:00pm - 8:00pm ~ Eucharistic Adoration


