
Pastor 
Fr. Mark White—moreheheard@gmail.com 
 
Assistant to the Pastor 
Kayla Acosta—churchsecretary556@gmail.com 
 
Bookkeeper 
Pat Prillaman—bookkeeper24151@comcast.net 
 
Music Coordinator 
Al Broholm—albroholm@gmail.com 
Español: Gabby Abbott—gabby16141@gmail.com   
 
Religious Education 
Linda Siler, Coordinator—crefoa@gmail.com 
RE Classes: Sundays 9:00 am Sept.-May 
RE Office Hours: Sat. 12:00-4:00 pm, Sun. 8:00-11:00 am 
 
RCIA 
English: Kayla Acosta—churchsecretary556@gmail.com 
English Class: Wednesdays 5pm 
Español: Laura Hernandez (540-278-9274) 
 
Baptism Preparation 
English: Linda Siler—crefoa@gmail.com 
Español: Elizabeth Ramirez (540-420-1077) 
 Emma Arellano (714-328-5635) 

 
Marriage Preparation 
English: Fr. Mark White—moreheheard@gmail.com 
Español: Cristino Cortes & Carolina Velasco (276-734-5430) 
 
New Evangelization 
Maureen Shanahan, Coordinator—mshanahanot@gmail.com 
 
Quinceañera Coordinator 
Elia Sanchez—eliaberenicetorres@gmail.com (540-493-7032)  
 
Website/Facebook Group/Parish IT 
Pat Siler—patricia.siler67@gmail.com 
 
Parish Registration—Contact the Parish Office 
 
St. Francis of Assisi Altar Servers 
Captain: Mickey Shanahan. 
 
Parish Facebook Group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/112238392199573/ 
 
Knights of Columbus Facebook Group 
https://www.facebook.com/kofcrockymountva/ 
 
Youth Group Facebook Group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/168563686553669/ 

St.	Francis	of	Assisi	Catholic	Church	
15 Glennwood Drive 

Rocky Mount, VA 24151 
Pastoral Emergency: (202) 489-3607 

Office Telephone: (540) 483-9591 
Website: www.francis-of-assisi.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
The office will be closed Tuesday, December 17. 

 
December 14-15, 2019 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Pastoral Council: Lynore Arrington, Gilberto Ayala, Gloria Clifft, Albert Galvan (co-chair), Martha Graf, David King, Manuel 
Ortiz, Dan Shanahan (co-chair) 
 
Finance Council: Donna Allgauer, Mary Lou Denis, Doug DiGiorgio, Brenda Maus, John McKenna, Cindy Turpin 

Please contact the parish office of anyone you know is ill and would like communion or anointing of the sick. 
 

If there is a death in your family or in the parish family, please contact the parish office or pastoral emergency 
contact number as soon as possible. We want to be of service. 



 

Liturgies and Events 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
Confessions are heard in English or Spanish on Thurs-
day and Friday at 11:30am or on Saturday at 3:45pm. 
An appointment is necessary for any other time. 
 

Sacramento de Reconciliación 
 

Se escuchan confesiones en inglés y español los jueves 
y viernes a las 11:30am o los sábados a las 3:45pm. 
Necesitas hacer una cita para cualquier otro tiempo. 
 

Readings, December 21-22, 2019 
Third Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

  
First Reading ................................. Isaiah 7:10-14 
Second Reading ............................. Romans 1:1-7 
Gospel ....................................... Matthew 1:18-24 
 

Lecturas, 21-22 de diciembre de 2019 
Tercer domingo de Adviento (Año A) 

  
Primera Lectura... ........................ Isaias 7:10-14 
Segunda Lectura ......................... Romanos 1:1-7 
Evangelio ...................................... Mateo 1:18-24 

Mass Intentions 
 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 at 12:00 pm 
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi 

 
Friday, December 20, 2019 at 12:00 pm 
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi 

 
Saturday, December 21, 2019 at 4:30 pm 
For the repose of the soul of Arlene Clatts 

 
Sunday, December 22, 2019 at 8:00 am 
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi 

 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 

 
Faithful Departed 

In Need of Prayer 

Home Bound 

US Military 

Mary Ciappa 
Bud Goehring 
Betty Holden 
Norma Kloos 
Raymond & Judy Kloos 
Anthony Leo 
Jearline Lynch 
Katie Lusk 

Hank Norton 
Helen Scarfe 
Ann Sigmon 
Carl Smith 
Richard Tate 
Deborah Thomas 
Sherry Thornton 

Amy Clifton  
Susan Craghead 
Marsha Dent 
Alisha Scroggins 
Albert Galvan 
Yanick Garnier 
Nancy Goehring 
Josephine Graf 
Joe Griffo 
Tim Guler 
Dorothy Hodges 
Dennis Holden 

Margery May  
Lester Meyer 
Roy & Karen Rodgers 
Dee & Dick Shoemaker 
Jason Stockton 
Carolyn Thomas 
Rick Vadase 
Carol Vaughan  
Barbara Ventrudo 
Terry Vernon 
Sandy Via 
Jason Whitlow 
Mike Yutko 

Leigh Doninger (Franklin 
Health Center) 
Dollie LeMond (Home) 

Ann Syminink (Home) 
Dorothy Weiss (Home) 

Lt. Col. Timothy Carey 
Corey Chotkowski 
Tristan Chotkowski 
Noah Davis 
Brandon Furrow 

John J. Griffo III 
Joseph Lyons 
Capt. Raine Maus 
Jason Presley 
Francheska J. Remmert 

Dec 14 Sat 4:30 pm Mass-3rd Sunday of Advent 

Dec 15 Sun 8:00 am 
9:00 am 

3:00-4:30pm 

Mass-3rd Sunday of Advent 
Religious Education  
Youth Group  

Dec 16-
Dec 18 

Mon-
Wed 

6:30 pm Las Posadas 

Dec 19-
Dec 20 

Thu-
Fri 

12:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

Mass 
Las Posadas 

Dec 21 Sat 4:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Mass-4th Sunday of Advent  
Las Posadas 

Dec 22 Sun 8:00 am 
9:00 am 

3:00-4:30 pm 
5:00 pm 

Mass-4th Sunday of Advent  
Religious Education 
Youth Group 
Las Posadas 

Dec 23 Mon 6:00 pm Las Posadas 

Dec 24 Tues 7:00 pm 
 

11:00 pm 

Las Posadas (Seguida por el 
Arrollamiento) 
Mass-Christmas 

Dec 25 Wed 9:00 am Mass-Christmas 

Dec 26-
Dec 27 

Thu-
Fri 

 NO NOON MASS 



Third Sunday of Advent
-Matthew, always eager 
to demonstrate that Jesus 
completes all of Israel’s 
hopes, announces the be-
ginning of that fulfill-
ment. Some who consid-
ered the Baptist as God’s 
awaited Messiah question 

him on the matter, but he rightly points to the 
one who makes Isaiah’s prophecy a living real-
ity. The hoped-for new healing and wholeness 
take shape before their eyes through one great-
er than his messenger: Jesus the Messiah. 
God’s rule of salvation has already begun! 
 
Tercer domingo de Adviento-Mateo, siempre 
urgente para demonstrar que Jesús completa 
todas las esperanzas de Israel, anuncia el inicio 
de este cumplimiento. Algunos que considera-
ron al Bautista como el mucho esperado Me-
sías de Dios lo interrogaron en el tema, pero el 
justamente apunta al que hace la profecía de 
Izáis una realidad viviente. El esperado nueva 
sanación y plenitud toman forma ante sus ojos 
por uno más grande que su mensajero: Jesús el 
Mesías. ¡El reino de salvación de Dios ya ha 
empezado! 

The Giving Tree-The Giving Tree is in the 
Commons! It’s decorated beautifully and full 
of items for local families in need! Be sure to 
return all items to church NO LATER THAN 
Sunday, December 22. 
 
El Árbol de Donaciones-¡El Árbol de Dona-
ciones esta en la sala común! ¡Esta decorado y 
lleno de ingredientes para que familias locales 
que tienen necesidad puedan tener una cena 
Navideña. Llévese una hoja y asegúrese de 
traer la comida a la iglesia POR MUY TAR-
DAR domingo el 22 de diciembre. 
 
Youth Group-Youth Group will be meeting 
this Sunday, December 15 from 3:00-4:30pm. 
 
Grupo Juvenil-El Grupo Juvenil tendrá junta 
este domingo el 15 de diciembre de las 3:00-
4:30pm.  
 
 

HAITI:URGENT REQUEST-From 
Fr.Serdieu. Our twinning parish needs your 
help to repair the church building and school 
toilets following collapse and partial collapse 
of walls caused by natural disasters. The cost is 
$6000. Contact Joe Graf for details at: 
jm7graf@aol.com Next weekend, December 
21-22, our second collection will be for our 
twin parish, St. Ann’s in Trion, Haiti. Please be 
generous. Thank you. 
 
PEDIDO URGENTE DE HAITI-De Padre 
Serdieu. Nuestra parroquia hermanada necesita 
su ayuda para reparar la iglesia y los banos de 
la escuela después de varias colapsas debidas a 
desastres naturales. El costo es $6,000. Contac-
ta a Joe Graf para detalles en: 
jm7graf@aol.com El siguiente fin de semana, 
el 21-22 de diciembre, nuestra segunda colecta 
será para nuestra parroquia hermanada, Santa 
Ana en Trion, Haití. Por favor sean generosos. 
Gracias. 

St. Francis of Assisi Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesday, December 24-Mass at 11pm 
Wednesday, December 25-Mass at 9am 
 

St. Joseph’s Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesday, December 24-Mass at 5pm 
Wednesday, December 25-Mass at 11:15am 
(Bilingual) 
 

Horario de las Misas Navideñas en  
San Francisco de Asís 

 
Martes el 24 de diciembre-Misa a las 11pm 
Miércoles el 25 de diciembre-Misa a las 9am 
 

Horario de las Misas Navideñas en San José 
 

Martes el 24 de diciembre-Misa a las 5pm  
Miércoles el 25 de diciembre-Misa a las 11:15am 
(Bilingüe) 



 

Local News & Events 
 
Call to Vocations-Do you rejoice in the Lord? 
Is He asking you to consider a vocation as a 
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life? Call 
Father Brian Capuano 804-359-5661 or e-mail: 
vocations@richmonddiocese.org. 
 
Upcoming Extraordinary Form Mass (High 
Mass)-Sunday in the Octave of the Nativity: 
Sunday Dec. 29 at 3pm. Our Lady of Nazareth 
in Roanoke, Fr. O'Reilly celebrant. All are wel-
come. 
 
Festive Open House at Madonna House-
Wednesday Jan. 1, 2020 from 12-4pm. Come 
celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God. Bring the family to see our Christmas de-
corations and enjoy a festive buffet lunch. Lea-
ve your prayer intentions with the Infant Jesus 
in our chapel. We will close at 4pmwith Eve-
ning Prayer. Our next Masses are Sat. Dec 28, 
2019 and Saturday Jan.4, 2020 at 8:30am. at 
828 Campbell Ave. SW, Phone #540-343-
8464. We hope you can join us. 
 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter-A Marriage 
Encounter Weekened is 44 hours where ma-
rried couples can get away from jobs, kids, 
chores, and phones, and focus just on each ot-
her. Attend an upcoming Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend on Mar 20-22, 2020 in 
Fairfax, VA. Early sign up is recommended. 
For more information visit our website: 
www.renewmarriage-vasouth.org/ 
 
Catholic Pilgrimages–Pilgrimages to Fatima/
Lourdes/ Santiago de Compostela and Barcelo-
na, April 21-May 3, 2020, $3699 per person 
and to Oberammergau for the Passion Play per-

formed only every 10 years with Switzerland 
and Austria September 8 -19, 2020, $5299 per 
person. Pilgrimages include airfare, all sight-
seeing, breakfast and dinner daily. For a flyer 
or more detailed information please call 
Cathie or Michael Milano at 1-800-773-2660. 
 

Job Opportunities 
 

Roanoke Catholic School is seeking a part 
time Music Teacher for the remainder of 2019
-2020 and beyond. Candidates must be li-
censed to teach music in PK-12 and have a 
strong command of school band instruction. 
Please submit a diocesan application and a re-
sume to Patrick Patterson, Principal and Head 
of School: ppatterson@roanokecatholic.com 
 
Roanoke Catholic School is seeking an After-
school Care Assistant for it’s PK-7 Afterschool 
Program. This is a Monday-Friday position 
from 2:45-5:30pm each day and only when Ro-
anoke Catholic students are in school. A suc-
cessful candidate would enjoy working with 
elementary and middle-grade children by mon-
itoring homework help, free-play, and assisting 
the director with other duties relating to the 
safety and growth of the children enrolled in 
the program. To apply, please send a diocesan 
application, resume and cover letter to Chris 
Michael, Assistant Principal 
(cmichael@roanokecatholic.com) or 621 N. 
Jefferson St., Roanoke, VA 24016. Diocesan 
applications can be downloaded from the dioc-
esan website or picked up in the school office. 
Applications will be accepted until the position 
is filled. 

Sacrificial Giving 
 

Weekly Budget Goal…. .......................... $2,979 
December 7-8, 2019 ................................ $2,095 
Weekly Shortfall ...................................... ($884) 

 
Give generously to him and do so without 
a grudging heart; then because of this 
the Lord your God will bless you in all 
your work and in everything you put your 
hand to.  (Deuteronomy 15:10) 


