Offertory-If you can, please contribute to our parish
online at: offertory.richmonddiocese.org/

All proceeds from the donation page listed will go di-
rectly to the parish of your choice. Please make sure to
select the Saint Francis of Assisi Rocky Mount-556
(there are 3 SFOA in our Diocese). Thank you for your
support.

Ofertorio-Si puedes, por favor contribuye a nuestra
parroquia en linea en: offertory.richmonddiocese.org/
Todas las donaciones recibidas en la pagina de donacio-
nes seran mandadas directamente a la parroquia que
escoges. Por favor asegurese de seleccionar la San
Francisco de Asis Rocky Mount-556 (hay 3 con el mis-
mo nombre en nuestra Didcesis). Muchas gracias por su

apoyo.
Local Event

New Year’s Retreat-Close out 2020 and begin 2021
with a happy, holy and healing retreat titled, “Behold, I
make all things new.” The two night retreat will have
both traditional meals and festivities, plus powerful
talks by Franciscan Friar, Fr. Peter Tremblay. There’ll
be time for Mass, confession, and spiritual direc-

tion. There will also be time to reflect, explore our
beautiful grounds or sit in our lounge and enjoy the gas
logs. The special price is $300 per person, $450 per
couple, which includes all meals including a New
Year’s banquet and party favors, 2 night’s lodging and
access to the beautiful grounds Catholic Conference
Center in Hickory, NC. Space is limited, so register
now at www.catholicconference.org/new-years. For
more information email info@catholicconference.org or
call:

828-327-7441.

What do Catholics celebrate in
November

The month of November is dedicated to the Souls in
Purgatory, whose feast is celebrated on November

2. The Church commemorates all her faithful children
who have departed from this life, but have not yet at-
tained the joys of heaven. St. Paul warns us that we
must not be ignorant concerning the dead, not sorrow-
ful, “even as others who have no hope... For the Lord
Himself shall come down from heaven... And the dead
who are in Christ shall rise.” The Church has always
taught us to pray for those who have gone into eternity.
Even in the Old Testament prayers and alms were of-
fered for the souls of the dead by those, “who thought
well and religiously concerning the resurrection. It was
believed that they who had fallen asleep with godliness
had great grace laid up for them and that it is therefore a

holy and wholesome thought to pray for the
dead, that they may be loosed from sins.” We
know that a defiled soul cannot enter into heav-
en.

Que celebran los Catoélicos en noviembre?

El mes de noviembre estd dedicada a Las Almas
en el Purgatorio, por los cuales se celebra su fies-
ta el 2 de noviembre. La Iglesia conmemora to-
dos sus hijos fieles que han salido de esta vida

pero todavia no han logrado las alegrias del cielo.

San Pablo nos advierte que no debemos ignorar a
los muertos, ni estar tristes, “‘como otros que no
tienen esperanza...Porque el Sefior mismo des-
cendera del cielo...Y los muertos que estdn en
Cristo resucitaran.” La Iglesia siempre nos ha
ensefnado a orar por aquellos que se han ido a la
eternidad. Incluso en el Antiguo Testamento se
ofrecian oraciones y limosnas por las almas de
los muertos por aquellos, “que pensaban bien y
religiosamente acerca de la resurreccion.” Se
creia que a los que habian dormido en piedad se
les habia reservado una gran gracia y que, por
tanto, “es un pensamiento santo y saludable orar
por los muertos, que ellos pueden ser liberados
de pecados”. Sabemos que un alma contaminada
no puede entrar al cielo.

15 Glennwood Drive
Rocky Mount, VA 24151
Pastoral Emergency: (757) 751-8194
Office Telephone: (540) 483-9591
Website: www.francis-of-assisi.org
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9am-6pm

November 28-29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent

Pastor
Father Carlos Lerma——caliche4123@yahoo.com

Assistant to the Pastor/Director of Religious Education

Kayla Acosta—churchsecretary556@gmail.com
Religious Education emails—crefoa@gmail.com
Religious Education office hours: Saturday, 10am-
12pm, Sunday 10am-12pm

Bookkeeper
Pat Prillaman—bookkeeper24151(@comcast.net

Music Coordinator
Al Broholm—albroholm@gmail.com
Espafiol: Gabby Abbott—gabby16141@gmail.com

Sacristan
Dr. Kevin Bezy-bezy@vt.edu

RCIA
English: Kayla Acosta-churchsecretary556(@gmail.com
Espafiol: Laura Hernandez—540-238-8300

Baptism Preparation

English; Kayla Acosta-churchsecretary556@gmail.com
Espafiol: Emma Arellano (714-328-5635)

Parish Registration—Contact the Parish Office

Marriage Preparation

Father Carlos Lerma

Espafiol: Cristino Cortes & Carolina Velasco (276-734-
5430)

Quinceaiiera Coordinator
Elia Sanchez-eliaberenicetorres@gmail.com (540-493-
7032)

St. Francis of Assisi Altar Servers
Captain: Mickey Shanahan

Parish Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/112238392199573/

Knights of Columbus Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/kofcrockymountva/

Pastoral Council: Lynore Arrington, Gilberto Ayala, Gloria Clifft, Martha Graf, David King, Manuel Ortiz, Dan Sha-

nahan (co-chair).

Finance Council: Donna Allgauer, Mary Lou Denis, Doug DiGiorgio, Brenda Maus, John McKenna, Cindy Turpin

Please contact the parish office of anyone you know is ill and would like communion or anointing of the sick.

If there is a death in your family or in the parish family, please contact the parish office or pastoral emergency
contact number (757) 751-8194 as soon as possible. We want to be of service.



Liturgies and Events

4:30pm Mass-First Sunday of
Advent

7:00pm Misa-Primer domingo de
Adviento

Nov 28 Sat

Nov29 Sun 8:00am Mass-First Sunday of
Advent
NO RE CLASSES

Dec 3 Thur 1lam-11:30am Confessions
12:00pm Mass

10:30-11:30am Adoration
11am-11:30am Confessions
12:00pm Mass
6pm-7pm Adoration

Dec 5 Sat 4:30pm Mass-Second Sunday of
Advent
7:00pm Misa-Segundo domingo de
Adviento

Dec 6 Sun 8:00am Mass-Second Sunday of
Advent
9:00am RE-Confirmation and FHC
in-person

Dec 4 Fri

Dec 8 Tue 5:00pm Mass— Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

Dec 10 Thur 1lam-11:30am Confessions
12:00pm Mass

10:30-11:30am Adoration
11am-11:30am Confessions
12:00pm Mass
7pm Mass-Our Lady of Guada-
lupe

Dec 11  Fri

Sacrament of Reconciliation
*NOTE SCHEDULE CHANGE*

Confessions are heard in English and Spanish on Thursdays
and Fridays from 11:00am-11:30am and Saturdays from
3:45pm-4:15pm.

Sacramento de Reconciliacion
*ANOTEN EL CAMBIO DE HORARIO*

Se escuchan confesiones en inglés y espaiiol los jueves y
viernes de las 1:00-1:30 y los sabados de las 3:45-4:15pm.

Readings, December 5-6, 2020
Second Sunday of Advent —Year B

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-14
Gospel Mark 1:1-8

Lecturas, 5-6 de diciembre de 2020
Segundo domingo de Adviento-Aiio B

Primera Lectura.........ccceeeeeeeeenene Jsaias 40:1-5, 9-11
Segunda Lectura 2 Pedro 3:8-14
Evangelio Marcos 1:1-8

Mass Intentions

Thursday, December 3. 2020 at 12:00 pm

For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Friday, December 4, 2020 at 12:00 pm

For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Saturday, December 5, 2020 at 4:30 pm

For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Saturday, December 5, 2020 at 7:00 pm

For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Sunday, December 6. 2020 at 8:00 am

For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Faithful Departed
Mary Ciappa Raymond & Judy Kloos
Barry Dankovitch Al Leonard
Leigh Doninger Cindera Gilbert Martin
Richard Eggleton Margery May
Pat Duffy Caleb Ochoa
Buford Heberer Roy Rodgers
Destiny Hodges Charles Schano
Betty Holden Carl Smith
Norma Kloos Adean Tyree
In Need of Prayer
Amber Boitnott Father Carlos Lerma
Nash Boitnott Jamie Stockton
Mary Gallimore Jason Stockton
Albert Galvan Stockton Family
Gilbert Family Tyree Family
Peggy Gill Janet Vadase
Josephine Graf Carol Vaughan
Tim Guler Ann White
Dorothy Hodges Father Mark White
Dennis Holden Jason Whitlow
Kefauver Family Bishop Zubik
Home Bound
Dollie LeMond (Home) Dorothy Weiss (Home)
Ann Syminink (Home)
US Military
Lt. Col. Timothy Carey John J. Griffo III
Corey Chotkowski Joseph Lyons
Tristan Chotkowski Capt. Raine Maus
Noah Davis Jason Presley

Brandon Furrow

Francheska J. Remmert

x Father Carlos’s Reflection on
the First Sunday of Advent: For
QW Catholics, the new Liturgical Year

4./ /| W5 commences with the first Sunday
of Advent. In this new liturgical year, the Church
not only wishes to indicate the beginning of a
period, but the beginning of a renewed commit-
ment to the faith by all those who follow Christ,
the Lord. This time of prayer and path of pen-
ance that is so powerful, rich and intense, en-
deavors to give us a renewed impetus to truly
welcome the message of the One who was incar-
nated for us. The Season of Advent is therefore a
season of vigilant waiting, that prepares us to
welcome the mystery of the Word Incarnate, who
will give the ‘Light’ to the womb of the Virgin
Mary, but essentially this time prepares us not
only to welcome this great event but to incarnate
it in our lives. We must start our journey to as-
cend to the mountain of the Lord, to be illuminat-
ed by His Words of peace and to allow Him to
indicate the path to tread. We must change our
conduct abandoning the works of darkness and
put on the ‘armor of light’ and so seek only to do
God’s work and to abandon the deeds of the
flesh. How this time of Advent would prepare
you to be vigilant and be ready to celebrate the
Nativity of our Lord, Jesus Christ? The birthday
of Christ brings peace and joy to our lives. How
this event brings new mind set and heart to you?
As we begin our liturgical year with an Advent
season. Let’ s prepare and pray for one another
that this time brings peace, unity and love among
us. As we pray: Grant your faithful, we pray, al-
mighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet your
Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so
that, gathered at his right had, they may be wor-
thy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Reflexion de Padre Carlos sobre el Primer do-
mingo de Adviento: Para los catolicos, el nue-
vo afio liturgico comienza con el primer domingo
de Adviento. En este nuevo afio litargico, la Igle-
sia no solo quiere sefalar el comienzo de un
periodo, sino el comienzo de un compromiso
renovado con la fe de todos los que siguen a
Cristo, el Sefior. Este tiempo de oracion y
camino de penitencia tan poderoso, rico e inten-
so, busca darnos un impulso renovado para aco-
ger verdaderamente el mensaje de Aquel que se
encarnd por nosotros.

El tiempo de Adviento es, por tanto, un tiempo
de espera vigilante, que nos prepara para acoger
el misterio del Verbo Encarnado, que dara la
'"Luz' al seno de la Virgen Maria, pero esencial-
mente este tiempo nos prepara no solo para aco-
ger este gran acontecimiento sino para encarnarlo
en nuestras vidas. Debemos iniciar nuestro
camino para ascender al monte del Sefior, para
ser iluminados por Sus Palabras de paz y per-
mitirle que nos indique el camino a recorrer.
Debemos cambiar nuestra conducta abandonando
las obras de las tinieblas y ponernos la 'armadura
de la luz' y asi buscar solo hacer la obra de Dios
y abandonar las obras de la carne. ;Cémo este
tiempo de Adviento te prepararia para estar alerta
y estar listo para celebrar la Natividad de nuestro
Senor Jesucristo? El nacimiento de Cristo trae
paz y alegria a nuestras vidas. ;Como este evento
le trae una nueva mentalidad y un nuevo cora-
zo6n? Al comenzar nuestro afio liturgico con una
temporada de Adviento. Preparémonos y oremos
unos por otros para que esta vez traiga paz, uni-
dad y amor entre nosotros. Mientras oramos:
Concede a tus fieles, oramos, Dios todopoderoso,
la resolucion de correr al encuentro de tu Cristo
con obras justas en su venida, para que, reunidos
a su derecha, sean dignos de poseer el Reino ce-
lestial. Por Cristo, nuestro Sefior. Amén.

St. Joseph’s Sunday Missals-We have a limited
number of 2021 St. Joseph’s Sunday Missals.
They are $3 each. If you would like to purchase a
copy, see Mary McGuire or come by the office
during office hours.

Mass Intentions-If you would like to request a
Mass intention, you may do so during office
hours. Currently all of our Masses (during the
week and on the weekend) are open through the
end of October so make your requests soon! The
suggested donation is $10/Mass.

Intenciones para Misa-Si desea pedir una inten-
cion para una Misa, puede hacerlo durante las
horas de la oficina. Ahorita todas nuestras Misa
(durante la semana y en el fin de semana) estan
abiertas hasta el fin de octubre asi que hagan sus
pedidos pronto! La donacion sugerida es $10/
Misa.



