What Catholics Celebrate in April

The month of April is dedicated to The Holy Spirit. To
believe in the Holy Spirit is to profess that the Holy Spir-
it is one of the persons of the Holy Trinity, consubstantial
with the Father and the Son: "with the Father and the Son
he is worshipped and glorified." The Holy Spirit is the
Person of Love in the life of God. He is also like a
breath, an aspiration of infinite Love, from which we
draw the breath of life. On the day of Pentecost the Di-
vine Spirit communicated such an abundance of life to
the whole Church that to symbolize it "there came a
sound from heaven, as of a violent wind coming, and it
filled the whole house where they (the Apostles) were
sitting." But it is also for us that the Holy Spirit has
come, for the group in the Cenacle represented the whole
Church. The Holy Spirit came to remain with the Church
forever. This is the promise of Jesus Himself. He dwells
in the Church permanently and unfailingly, performing in
it without ceasing His action of life-giving and sanctifica-
tion. He establishes the Church infallibly in the truth. It is
He Who makes the Church blossom forth with a marvel-
ous supernatural fruitfulness, for He brings to life and
full fruition in Virgins, Martyrs, and Confessors those
heroic virtues which are one of the marks of true sanctity.
How often would you pray the Holy Spirit for guidance,
help and support to discern God’s will in your life? The
Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church that brings life to all
believers to proclaim God’s love, unity and peace to one
another. Our world and society is so complex and chal-
lenging for the most part, but the presence of the Holy
Spirit would teach us how to be human and Christians
and transform our lives according to his will. Let pray for
one another and our world that we would be more docile
to the Holy Spirit to do what it is right and just. As we
pray: Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may
all be holy. Move in me, Holy Spirit, that my work, too,
may be holy. Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that [ may
love only what is holy. Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I
may defend all that is holy. Protect me, Holy Spirit, that I
may always be holy.

,Qué celebran los Catdlicos en abril?

El mes de abril estd dedicado al Espiritu Santo. Creer en
el Espiritu Santo es profesar que el Espiritu Santo es una
de las personas de la Santisima Trinidad, consustancial al
Padre y al Hijo: "con el Padre y el Hijo es adorado y glo-
rificado". El Espiritu Santo es la Persona del Amor en la
vida de Dios. También es como un soplo, una aspiracion
de Amor infinito, del que extraemos el soplo de vida. En
el dia de Pentecostés, el Espiritu Divino comunic¢ tal
abundancia de vida a toda la Iglesia que para simboliz-

arlo "vino un estruendo del cielo, como el de un
viento violento, que lleno toda la casa donde ellos
(los Apostoles) estaban". sentado." Pero también
es para nosotros que ha venido el Espiritu Santo,
porque el grupo en el Cenaculo representaba a
toda la Iglesia. El Espiritu Santo vino a permanec-
er con la Iglesia para siempre. Esta es la promesa
de Jestis mismo. El habita en la Iglesia de manera
permanente e infalible, actuando en ella sin cesar
su accion de dar vida y santificacion. Establece la
Iglesia infaliblemente en la verdad. El es Quien
hace que la Iglesia florezca con una maravillosa
fecundidad sobrenatural, porque El da vida y plen-
itud en Virgenes, Martires y Confesores esas vir-
tudes heroicas que son una de las marcas de la
verdadera santidad. ;Con qué frecuencia oraria al
Espiritu Santo pidiendo guia, ayuda y apoyo para
discernir la voluntad de Dios en su vida? El Es-
piritu Santo es el alma de la Iglesia que da vida a
todos los creyentes para proclamar el amor, la uni-
dad y la paz de Dios los unos a los otros. Nuestro
mundo y nuestra sociedad son muy complejos y
desafiantes en su mayor parte, pero la presencia
del Espiritu Santo nos ensefaria como ser hu-
manos y cristianos y transformar nuestras vidas de
acuerdo con su voluntad. Oremos unos por otros y
por nuestro mundo para que seamos mas dociles al
Espiritu Santo para hacer lo que es correcto y
justo. Mientras oramos: Respira en mi, Espiritu
Santo, para que todos mis pensamientos sean san-
tos. Muévete en mi, Espiritu Santo, para que
también mi obra sea santa. Atrae mi corazon, Es-
piritu Santo, para que ame solo lo santo. Forta-
leceme, Espiritu Santo, para que defienda todo lo
santo. Protégeme, Espiritu Santo, para que sea
siempre santo.

Offertory-If you can, please contribute to our parish
online at: offertory.richmonddiocese.org/

All proceeds from the donation page listed will go
directly to the parish of your choice. Please make
sure to select the Saint Francis of Assisi Rocky
Mount-556 (there are 3 SFOA in our Diocese).
Thank you for your support.

Ofertorio-Si puedes, por favor contribuye a nuestra
parroquia en linea en: offertory.richmonddiocese.org/
Todas las donaciones recibidas en la pagina de dona-
ciones seran mandadas directamente a la parroquia
que escoges. Por favor asegtirese de seleccionar la
San Francisco de Asis Rocky Mount-556 (hay 3 con
el mismo nombre en nuestra Didcesis). Muchas gra-
cias por su apoyo.
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Office Telephone: (540) 483-9591
Website: www.francis-of-assisi.org
Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 7am-Spm

April 10-11, 2021
Divine Mercy Sunday
Domingo de Misericordia Divina

Pastor
Father Carlos Lerma——caliche4123@yahoo.com

Assistant to the Pastor/Director of Religious Education
Kayla Acosta—churchsecretary556@gmail.com
Religious Education emails—crefoa@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Pat Prillaman—bookkeeper24151(@comcast.net

Music Coordinator
Al Broholm—albroholm@gmail.com
Espafiol: Gabby Abbott—gabby16141(@gmail.com

Sacristan
Dr. Kevin Bezy-bezy@vt.edu

RCIA
English: Kayla Acosta-churchsecretary556(@gmail.com
Espafiol: Laura Hernandez—540-238-8300

Baptism Preparation
English: Kayla Acosta-churchsecretary556@gmail.com
Espafiol: Emma Arellano—(714-328-5635)

Parish Registration—Contact the Parish Office

Marriage Preparation

Father Carlos Lerma

Espaiiol: Cristino Cortes & Carolina Velasco (276-734-
5430)

Quinceaiiera Coordinator
Elia Sanchez-eliaberenicetorres@gmail.com (540-493-
7032)

St. Francis of Assisi Altar Servers
Captain: Mickey Shanahan

Parish Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/112238392199573/

Knights of Columbus Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/kofcrockymountva/

Pastoral Council: Lynore Arrington, Gilberto Ayala, Gloria Clifft, Martha Graf, David King, Manuel Ortiz, Dan Sha-

nahan (co-chair).

Finance Council: Donna Allgauer, Mary Lou Denis, Doug DiGiorgio, Brenda Maus, John McKenna, Cindy Turpin

Please contact Father Carlos if anyone you know is ill and would like communion or anointing of the sick.

If there is a death in your family or in the parish family, please contact the parish office or pastoral emergency
contact number (757) 751-8194 as soon as possible. We want to be of service.
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Religious Education

Noon Mass

Adoration
Noon Mass
Adoration

Platica para Quinceafieras
Mass-Fourth Sunday of
Easter

Misa-Cuarto domingo de
Pascua

Mass-Fourth Sunday of
Easter
Religious Education

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Confessions are heard in English and Spanish on Thursdays
and Fridays from 11:00am-11:30am; Fridays from 6pm-
7pm and Saturdays from 3:45pm-4:15pm.

Sacramento de Reconciliacion

Se escuchan confesiones en inglés y espaiiol los jueves y
viernes de las 11:00am-11:30am; viernes de las 6pm-7pm y
los sabados de las 3:45-4:15pm.

First Reading
Second Reading
Gospel

Readings, April 17-18, 2021

Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19

IJohn 2:1-5a

Luke 24:35-48

Lecturas, 17-18 de abril de 2021

Tercer domingo de Pascua

Primera Lectura..........ccceeeeeee Hechos 3:13-15, 17-19

Segunda Lectura
Evangelio

I Juan 2:1-5a

Lucas 24:35-48

Mass Intentions

Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 12:00pm
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Friday, April 16, 2021 at 12:00pm
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Saturday, April 17, 2021 at 4:30pm
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Sabado el 17 de abril de 2021 a las 7pm
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Sunday, April 18, 2020 at 8:00 am
For the people of St. Francis of Assisi

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Faithful Departed
Mary Ciappa Norma Kloos
Barry Dankovitch Raymond & Judy Kloos
Leigh Doninger Al Leonard
Pat Dufty Cindera Gilbert Martin
Buford Heberer Charles Schano
Betty Holden Adean Tyree
Ella Kenyon Gladine White

In Need of Prayer
Tom Davis Father Carlos Lerma
Jane DeMartino John McKenna
Mary Gallimore Jason Stockton
Albert Galvan Stockton Family
Yanick Garnier Shirley Thomas
Peggy Gill Tyree Family
Josephine Graf Janet Vadase
Tim Guler Carol Vaughan
Dorothy Hodges Ann White
Dennis Holden Father Mark White
Dan Jarrup Jason Whitlow

Kefauver Family

Home Bound

Dollie LeMond (Home) Dorothy Weiss (Home)
Ann Syminink (Home)
US Military

Lt. Col. Timothy Carey John J. Griffo III

Corey Chotkowski Joseph Lyons
Tristan Chotkowski Major Raine Maus
Noah Davis Jason Presley

Brandon Furrow Francheska J. Remmert

. Father Carlos’s Reflection on
“ Divine Mercy Sunday: This
Sunday is popularly known as
Mercy of God Sunday. Between
1930 and 1938 Christ appeared
to Sister Faustina, a Sister of
Mercy in Poland who initiated the Divine Mercy de-
votion. She was canonized on April 30, 2000, the
Sunday after Easter, the Feast of Divine Mercy. On
Good Friday, 1937, Jesus requested that Blessed
Faustina make a special novena before the Feast of
Mercy, from Good Friday through the following Sa-
turday. Jesus also asked that a picture be painted ac-
cording to the vision of Himself as the fountain of
mercy. He gave her a chaplet to be recited and said
that it was appropriate to pray the chaplet at three
o'clock each afternoon. The Holy Gospel that the Li-
turgy presents to us on this second Sunday of Easter,
is one of the most well known, discussed, and appre-
ciated—the meeting of the Risen Lord with St Tho-
mas. Jesus’ response to Thomas, after he recognized
Him as ‘My Lord and my God’, has a mysterious fas-
cination that must relate not so much to the disci-
ples—those who ‘have seen’—but rather to those,
like us, who were added to their number after-

wards. “You have come to believe because you have
seen me. Blessed are those who have not seen and
have believed. We ‘have not seen’ is therefore the
glorious Body of the Risen One. However, today we
have the ability to ‘listen’ to the Word of God and the
Magisterium of the Church and so we can ‘see’ the
real Body of Christ which is the Eucharist. We can
‘see’ His Mystical Body which is the Church. We can
‘see’ Him in our lives and in the lives of our many
brothers who, after meeting the Lord in a real but
mysterious way, are united to Him in His Spirit! Like
Thomas, Christ calls us to fill the holes left by the
instruments of the passion in His Body with our own
hands so that our lives and the verbal witness that we
give proclaim His Resurrection. Our senses could
betray us, but we know that we have met the Risen
One and we have recognized Him! This Sunday of
Mercy would invite us to reflect about the mercy and
kindness of the Lord in our lives and families. How
often would you pray or ask for his gentle mercy in
your heart? What can we do more frecuently to show
his love and mercy to others, especially to those who
are lonely, sick, in prison or isolate? Perhaps, vi-

sit and pray for those who need our love and care.
Let’s pray together this Sunday for one another to see
more kindness and love for others. As we pray: God
of mercy, you wash away our sins in water, you give
us new birth in the Spirit, and redeem us in the
blood of Christ. As we celebrate Christ’s resurrec-
tion increase our awareness of these blessings, and
renew your gift of life within us. We ask this
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Reflexion de Padre Carlos sobre domingo de Mise-
ricordia Divina: Este domingo se conoce popular-

mente como Domingo de la Misericordia de Dios.
Entre 1930 y 1938 Cristo se apareci6 a Sor Faustina,
una Hermana de la Misericordia en Polonia que inicio
la devocion a la Divina Misericordia. Fue canonizada
el 30 de abril de 2000, domingo después de Pascua,
Fiesta de la Divina Misericordia. El Viernes Santo de
1937, Jests pidi6 que la Beata Faustina hiciera una
novena especial antes de la Fiesta de la Misericordia,
desde el Viernes Santo hasta el sabado siguiente. Je-
sus también pidio que se pintara un cuadro de acuer-
do con la vision de si mismo como fuente de miseri-
cordia. Le dio una coronilla para que la recitara y dijo
que era apropiado rezar la coronilla a las tres de la
tarde cada tarde. El Santo Evangelio que nos presenta
la Liturgia en este segundo domingo de Pascua es uno
de los mas conocidos, discutidos y apreciados: el en-
cuentro del Sefior Resucitado con Santo Tomds. La
respuesta de Jesus a Tomas, después de reconocerlo
como 'Mi Sefor y mi Dios', tiene una fascinacion
misteriosa que debe relacionarse no tanto con los dis-
cipulos, aquellos que 'han visto', sino mas bien con
aquellos, como nosotros, que fueron afiadido a su nu-
mero posteriormente. "Has llegado a creer porque me
has visto. Bienaventurados los que no vieron y creye-
ron. "No hemos visto" es, por tanto, el Cuerpo glo-
rioso del Resucitado. Sin embargo, hoy tenemos la
capacidad de "escuchar" la Palabra de Dios y el Ma-
gisterio de la Iglesia y asi podemos "ver" el verdadero
Cuerpo de Cristo que es la Eucaristia. Podemos "ver"
Su Cuerpo Mistico que es la Iglesia. Podemos 'verlo'
en nuestras vidas y en las vidas de nuestros muchos
hermanos que, después de encontrarse con el Sefior
de una manera real pero misteriosa, jse unen a El en
Su Espiritu! Como Tomas, Cristo nos llama a tapar
los huecos que dejan los instrumentos de la pasion en
Su Cuerpo con nuestras propias manos para que nues-
tra vida y el testimonio verbal que damos proclamen
Su Resurreccion. Nuestros sentidos podrian traicio-
narnos, jpero sabemos que nos hemos encontrado con
el Resucitado y lo hemos reconocido! Este Domingo
de la Misericordia nos invitaria a reflexionar sobre la
misericordia y la bondad del Sefior en nuestras vidas
y familias. ;Con qué frecuencia orarias o pedirias su
tierna misericordia en tu corazon? ;Qué podemos
hacer con mas frecuencia para mostrar su amor y mi-
sericordia a los demds, especialmente a los que estan
solos, enfermos, encarcelados o aislados? Quizas,
visite y ore por aquellos que necesitan nuestro amor y
cuidado. Oremos juntos este domingo el uno por el
otro para ver mas bondad y amor por los demas.
Mientras oramos: Dios de misericordia, tu lavas
nuestros pecados en agua, nos das un nuevo naci-
miento en el Espiritu y nos redimes en la sangre de
Cristo. Al celebrar la resurreccion de Cristo, au-
mente nuestra conciencia de estas bendiciones y
renuevemos el don de la vida que llevamos dentro.
Te lo pedimos por Cristo, nuestro Sefior. Amén.



