Reflexion Segundo Domingo de Adviento En la Lec-
tura del Evangelio, para el Segunda Domingo de Adviento,
se nos invita a considerar a Juan el Bautista y su relacion
con Jesus. Mateo describe la obra y la predicacion de Juan
el Bautista.

Juan Bautista aparece en la tradicion de los grande profetas
de Israel, predicando el arrepentimiento y la reforma al
pueblo de Israel. En esta lectura, Juan dirige un Ilama-
miento particularmente directo al arrepemtimiento a los
fariseos y saduceos, parte dentro de la comunidad judia del
primer siglo. El les advierte, sabiendo que cuando Jesus
venga, los llamara peor que hipocritas! Tendran difi-
cultades para aceptario a el y sus ensenanzas.

Juan marca la conversion de aquellos que lo buscan para un
bautismo de arrepentimiento. El baustimo de Juan puede
entenderse como una anticipacion del bautismo cristiano.
En este pasaje, el mismo Juan alude a la diferencia entre su
bautismo y el que esta por venir: “Yo os bautizo en agua
para arrepentimiento...El os bautizara en Espiritu Santo y
fuego.”

En esta lectura, Juan deja muy claro que su relacion con el
Mesias por venir (Jesus), es de servicio y de menor im-
portancia: “El que viene detras de mi es mas poderoso que
yo. No soy digno de llever sus sandalis.”

La predicacion de Juan sobre la venida del Senor es un te-
ma clave de la temporada de Adviento. Asi como el men-
saje de Juan preparo el camino para Jesus en el primer
sigio, nosotros tambien estamos 1lamados a prepararnos
para la venida de Jesus. Respondemos al mensaje de Juan
con nuestro arrepentimiento y reforma de nuestra vidas.
Tambien estamos llamados a ser profetas de Cristo, que

The Diocese will no longer support the
online giving link after December 30. For
those of you who have used this link in
the past, we thank you for your support.
We ask that you continue your support of
St. Francis using a different method like
online banking, envelopes or loose
checks.Note that we will be conducting a
survey at all the Masses to determine if it
is feasible for us to offer the online giving
option.

Sacrifial Giving

Weekly Budget Goal....$2,808.00x2...... $5604.00

NOV.20th. ..., $1,852.00
NOV. 27th. e $2445.59
Collection Bal-

ANCE...ueneeie e, <$1318.41

Now all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the
land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is
holy to the Lord. (Leviticus 27:30)

Con nuestra vida, como hizo Juan, la venida del
Senor.

Que esta temporada de Adviento nos prepare para
reconocer nuestras debilidades y arrepentirnos de
nuestros pecados y ser transformados por la veni-
da del Senor con amor. Se que es un camino con
oracion y determinacion que podemos seguir.

Como Juan el Bautista, podemos ser profetas de la
misericordia y compassion de Cristo para los de-
mas. Oremos: Dios todopoderoso y misericordio-
s0, que ninguna actividad terrenal obstaculice a los
que se apresuran a salir al encuentro de tu Hijo,
pero que nuestro aprendizaje de la sabiduria ce-
lestial nos gane la admision en su compania. Por
Cristo, nuestro Senor.

Thank you for the donations received with the
Thanksgiving Giving. We are starting the
Christmas Giving Tree today. All donations
will go towards the purchase of Kroger gift Cards
for 5 Local families. Please return envelopes by
Sunday December 18

St.Francis of Assisi ChurchChristmas Gift &

Craft SaleSaturday, December 3, 9 am-3 pmis
Glennwood Dr, Rocky Mount VA Many gifts, homemade items,
Christmas ornaments, & decorations for sale including afghans
all priced to sell. Raffle Table with items to win, tickets $1 each or
6 for $5.Children’sTable — there will be many items priced at 35 or
less for children to buy as gifts for parents or themselves!All pro-
ceeds benefit our Church.

St. Iglesia de Francisco de Asis Venta de regalos y manualidades
de NavidadSabado 3 de diciembre, de 9AM a 3PM15 Glennwood
Dr., Rocky Mount VA Muchos regalos, articulos caseros, adormos
navidenos y decoraciones a la venta, incluidos los afganos, todos a
un precio de venta. Mesa de rifa con articulos para ganar, entra-
das de 1§ cada una o 6 for 58.Mesa para ninos: hadra muchos
articulos a un precio de 58 o menos para que los ninos los com-
pren como regalos para los padres o para ellos mismos!Todo pro-
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Confessions are heard in English and Spanish on Thurs-
days and Fridays from 11:00am-11:30am; Fridays from

Sat 4:00 pm
4:30pm
7:00pm

Sun 8:00am

9:00am-10:00

Thur 10:30am11:30
12:00

Fri 10:30am11:30
12:00 noon
6:00pm-7:00

Rosary
Mass
Spanish Mass

Mass 2nd Advent
Religious Education

Adoration &Benediction

Mass

Adoration & Benediction
Mass
Rosary Spanish

Sacrament of Reconciliation

6pm-7pm and Saturdays from 3:45pm-4:15pm.

Sacramento de Reconciliacion

Se escuchan confesiones en inglés y espafiol los jueves y

viernes de las 11:00am-11:30am; viernes de las 6pm-7pm y
los sabados de las 3:45-4:15pm.

Gospel Mt. 3:1-12
1st Reading Is11:1-10
Evangelio Mt,3 1-12

Mass Intention

December 3rd 4:30
Alice and Fritz Davis

For the People of St. Francis of Assisi

Please keep the following in your prayers:

In Need of Prayer
Faithful Departed
Sara Beck Dennis Holden
Lehoa Bui Melissa Holland
Elaine Dansby Judy Kloos
John Dombkowski Norma Kloos
Albert Galvan Raymond Kloos
John J. Griffo III Dollie LeMond

Cristian Hernandez
Betty Holden

In Need of Prayer

Bill Adams

Clement Andrews
Margie Ball

Ashley Bena-Hoffman
Gail Bennison

Lori Bezy

Elaine Briggs Walden Wolf
Jean Capps

Kaitlyn Dula

Carol Galvan

Brian Hart
Hernandez-Araiza Family

- Lenny Hoffman
. Walter & Yvonne Hughes
' Alejandro Hernandez

Homebound

Ann Syminink

USA Military

Lt. Col. Timothy Carey
Corey Chotkowski
Tristan Chotkowski
Noah Davis

Christian Escobar-Garcia
Enrique Escobar-Garcia

Omar Lozano Torres
Woodrow Morrison

Gladys Hundley
David King
Lozano-Torres Family
Ed Manutti

Zach Martin

Arnold Mejia

Jerry Powell

Betty Seacrist

Jason Stockton
Stockton Family
Cindy Turpin

Ann White

Fr. Mark White
Jason Whitlow
Father Carlos Lerma

Michael Yutko

Brandon Furrow
Jesus Gonzalez
Joseph Lyons
Major Raine Maus
Jason Presley

Francheska J. Remmert

Mt.3:1-12 Gospel

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert
of Judea and saying, “Repent , for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!” It was of him that the prophet
Isaiah had spoken when he said: A Voice of
ove crying out un the desert, Prepare
Hre way of the Lovol, make straigiht his
potis. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair
and had a leather belt around his waist. His food
was locusts and wild honey. At that time Jerusa-
lem, all Judea, and the whole region around the
Jordon were going out to him and were being bap-
tized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowl-
edged their sins. When he saw many of the Phari-
sees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit
as evidence of your repentance. And do not pre-
sume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our father.” For I tell you, God can raise up chil-
dren to Abraham from these stones. Even now the
ax lies at the root of the trees. Therefore every tree
that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire. I am baptizing you with wa-
ter, for repentance but the one who is coming after
me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy

Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand.
He will clear his threshing floor and gather his
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

Reflection of Father Carlos 2nd Sunday of Ad
Vent We are invited to consider John the Bap-
tist and his relationship to Jesus. Matthew de-
scribes the work and preaching of John the Bap-
tist. John the Baptist appears in the tradition of
the great prophets of Istael, preaching repent-
ance and reform to the people of Israel. In this
reading, John directs a particularly pointed call
to repentance to the Pharisees and Sadducees,
parties within the Jewish community of the first
century. He cautions them, knowing that when
Jesus comes, he calls them worse than hupo-
crites! They will have a difficult time accepting
him and his teachings. John marks the conver-
sion of those who seek him out for a baptism of
repentance. John’s baptism can be understood
as an anticipation of Christian baptism. In this
passabe, John himself alludes to the difference
between his baptism and the one yet to come: “I
am baptizing you with waterm for the repent-
ance...He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.” In this reading, John makes very
clear that his relationship to the Messiah yet to
come(Jesus), is one of service and less im-
portance: “The one who is coming after me is
mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his
sandals”. John’s preaching of the coming of the

Mt., 3:1-12 Evangelio

En aquel tiempo, comenzo Juan the Bautista a
predicar en el desierto de Judea, diciendo:
“Arrepeintance, porque el Reino de los cielos
esta cerca”Juan es aquel de quien el profeta
Isaias hablaba, cuando dijo: Una VOZ
CLAMA EN EL DESIERTO: Preporen
el camino del Senor, enderecen sy
senderos. Juan usaba una tunica de pelo de
camello, cenida con un cinturon de cuero, y se
alimentaba de saltamontes y de miel silvestre.
Acudian a oirlo los habitants de Jerusalen, de
toda Judea y de toda la region cercana al Jor-
dan, confesaban sus pecados y el los bautizaba
en el rio. Al ver que muchos fariseos y
suduceos iban a los bautizara, les dijo: “Raza
de vibros, quien les ha dicho que podran es-
capar al castigo que les aguarda? Hagan ver
con obras su conversion y no se hagan
ilusiones pensando que tienen por padre a
Abraham, porque yo les aseguro que hasta de
estas piedras puede dios sacar hijos de Abra-
ham. Ya el hacha esta puesta a la raiz de los
arboles, y todo arbol que no de fruto, sera cor-
tado y arrojado al fuego. Yo los bautizo con
agua, senal de que ustedes se han convertido;
pero el que viene despues de mi, es mas fuerte
que yo, y yo ni siquiera soy digno de quitarle
las sandailias. El los bautizara en
el Espiritu San- to y su fuego. El
tiene el bieldo en su mano para
separar el trigo de la paja. Guarda-
ra el trigo en trigo en su granero
y quemara la .7 pajaen un fuego
que no se extin- : gue”.

is
Lord is a key theme of the Advent season. As
John’s message prepared the way for Jesus in
the first century we, too, are called to prepare
ourselves for Jesus’ coming. We respond to
John’s message by our repentance and reform
of our lives. We are also called to be prophets
of Christ, who announce by our lives, as John
did, the coming of the Lord. May this season
of Advent prepare us to Acknowledge our
weaknesses and repent our sinfulness and be
transformed by the Lord’s coming with love.
I know that it is a path with prayer and re-
solve, we can follow. Like John the Baptist,
we can be prophets of Christ’s mercy and
compassion to others. Let us pray: Almighty
and merciful God, may no earthly undertak-
ing hinder those who set out in haste to meet
your Son, but may our learning of heaven wis-
dom gain us admittance to his company.
Through Christ, our Lord.




