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St. Joseph Academy, Tipton l Grand Reunion l June, 2017

It was a GRAND REUNION!

There is so much history among the women who 
attended St. Joseph Academy in Tipton, Indiana. That 
history is rich with stories of challenge, achievement, 
disappointment, successes, tears and laughter. But the 
uniting story, the story that binds all SJA alums, is the 
one of light.

No matter what was happening, there was a guiding 
light that helped each young girl find her way. That 
light, which is faith and love, not only was present 
while they were students, but is with them still.  

Each year (with few exceptions) since 1898, SJA alums 
have gathered to celebrate their shared history. On 
June 10, 2017, alumnae gathered at St. John’s Catholic 
Church in Tipton for this special occasion. Following 
a few minutes to say hello and a meaningful Mass with 
Father John Kiefer, the women and their guests were 
treated to a tasty lunch prepared and served by the 
dedicated women of St. John’s. With words of praise, 
Kathryn Bumen Massing was honored as the oldest 
alum present, graduating in 1940. The Honor Classes 
of 1957 and 1967 were recognized and a few shared 
memories. It was rewarding to hear an alum from the 
Class of 1967, “We are all so grateful for the sisters 
and all they taught us. We owe them so much.” 

The day ended, as it does each time, with voices lifted 
in unity singing the familiar words of their beloved 
alma mater, St. Joseph Academy, praising their school 
and God who has molded and guided them on their 
life journeys.  l 
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Annual Giving Report

The legacy of caring and mission of our congregation begun by our first six Sisters in LePuy, France 
more than 360 years ago continues today because of the support provided by donors and friends. 

There are many ways you can help including through your prayers, direct annual gifts, membership in 
our Circle of Friends monthly sustaining donor circle, and through your will and estate plans. 

To learn more please contact Pat Milenius at 216.252.0440 or visit www.csjoseph.org.

*This reporting documents the sources and designated uses of 
the charitable donations received by the Congregation in 2016.  
This includes the gifts received by the Congregation that are 
designated to some of our sponsored ministries while gifts sent 
directly to our ministries are not included here.  We rely on 
the generous support of our benefactors and openly share how 
gifts received on behalf of the Sisters of St. Joseph are used.

Message 
from Leadership

Dear friends, 

As part of our Congregation of St. Joseph family you 
are an integral part of our efforts to bring the message 
of God’s love to the world in ways that inspire action 
on behalf of others. Since August 2007, when seven 
founding communities of St. Joseph came together to 
be one as the Congregation of St. Joseph, we have 
experienced the abundance of God’s great love 
through our relationships with each of you.  

As we celebrate our 10th year, we celebrate the 
generosity by which you and others in our communities 
across the country have embraced us and have 
continued to support our mission, our ministries, our 
lives and needs. Your support has enabled us to take 
risks to broaden our lives, to expand our ministries, 
and to live our promises in an active and inclusive way.  
This includes our commitment to care for our sisters 
and at the same time to more fully respond to the 
emerging needs of our neighbors and our world. New 
initiatives, ministries, and partnerships, new uses for 
some of our buildings and land along with new ways 
and places for our sisters to live in community in some 
of our locations are all a part of our efforts today.  
They reflect our vibrancy and compassion and our 
commitment to stay attentive to the needs of a world 
in desperate need of our care.

Thank you for helping bring God’s message of unifying 
love to our communities. With your support and prayers 
we are moving forward filled with gratitude and hope!

With profound gratitude,
The Congregation of St. Joseph Leadership Team
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SERVICE DAY

Sisters, associates, friends and supporters of the Congregation 
of St. Joseph gathered last October at Kokomo Rescue Mission 
in Indiana as part of the Congregation’s ongoing service days. 
In Kokomo, 1 in 5 people live below the poverty level, and 1 in 
4 children regularly go hungry. Here are just a few photos of 
those who helped serve a meal to those in need. THANK YOU 
to all who joined us in service to the dear neighbor!  l

Love of Neighbor Brings Many
Together for Day of Service

Hearts United

Celebrating Jubilee
Sister Jane Ann 
Comerford, CSJ
70 Years of Religious Life

In Memoriam
Sister Virginia Jolly, CSJ

Entered into eternal life on July 9, 
2016, after 77 years of religious 
life.
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To honor our sisters who are buried there, a
new plaque was recently installed to mark the 
cemetery on our former property in Tipton. It 
pays tribute to all the sisters who first came to 
the area in 1888 led by their foundress, Mother 
Gertrude Moffitt, and names the land sacred.

Stay Connected...
There are many ways to stay connected
to the sisters, associates, and ministries
of the Congregation of St. Joseph:

Sign up to receive our biannual 
magazine imagineONE. Go to
www.csjoseph.org, click on 
“Connect With Us”

Share with us on Facebook at 
Congregation of St. Joseph

Sign up to receive our bimonthly 
eNewsletter. Visit our homepage 
at www.csjoseph.org

Follow us on Twitter at
Cong. of St. Joseph

Follow us on YouTube at 
Congregation of St. Joseph

Sign up to receive our new, sister-
written blog, Beyond the Habit

Sister Karen Van DeWalle 
continues art ministry at the Potter’s House
The Potter’s House in Broad Ripple Village is a sacred place where 
the spirituality of art is shared with all who enter. The presence 
of the Spirit is felt in the humble studio, where Sister Karen Van 
DeWalle, CSJ, continues to mold clay into beautiful and functional 
pottery. “Working with clay is more than art for me,” she said. 
“It is a spiritual expression that I can share with others who see 
something more than pottery when they enter the studio.”   l
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