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SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday Evening 4:00PM,  Sunday Morning 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

8:00AM (Monday—Thursday) 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Please call the office when you become engaged. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are heard on Saturday at 3:15PM 

Any other time is by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Please call the office for instructions and a Baptismal date. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Friday 12:00 PM 

 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please introduce yourselves. We want to know and serve you. 

We hope you become an active part of our Parish Community. 

 

 



CHURCH OF ST. COLUMBA  PAXTON, MA 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK  

AND IN A SPECIAL WAY FOR 

 

Muriel Walsh, Dan Daignault, Eric Henault, 

Doris Metilly, Mellissa Angiolillo, Kay Johnson, 

Garry Power, Jackie Cook, Ben St. George, 

Blake George Murawski, Barbara Englander,  

Ginny Bean, Patrick Remington,, Aline Riedle,  

Robert Mertig, Christina Marden, Patricia Jones, 

Elena & Paul Coffey, David Johnson, Theresa Mars, 

Linda Coyne, Doris Urbanovitch, Charles Daigneault, 

for all those sick with the coronavirus 

Mass Online and TV 

  

The 10a.m. Mass is being live-streamed every Sunday 

on St. Columba’s website at:   

https://stcolumbapax.org/livestream and on the  

St. Columba Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintColumba Parish/. 

  

The Mass can also be watched on Paxton Cable  

Channel 192 on Sunday and Monday at 4pm, 6pm and 

8pm. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY– DECEMBER 19

TH  

 

9:00a.m.-Rosary 

 4:00p.m. -Mass                   For Margaret Amiot 

                                                               First Anniversary 

                                                       Requested by the Family                    

SUNDAY – DECEMBER 20

TH    

 

 8:00a.m. -Mass                      

              10:00a.m. -Mass    __       

MONDAY – DECEMBER 21

ST 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

TUESDAY-DECEMBER 22

ND    

 

8:00a.m.-Mass                _           

WEDNESDAY – DECEMBER 23

RD 

  8:00a.m.Mass     __                   

THURSDAY – DECEMBER 24

TH  

            

Christmas Vigil

 

 

3:00p.m.-Mass  

 5:00p.m.-Mass    __                            

FRIDAY – DECEMBER 25

TH  

 

Christmas Day 

 8:00a.m.-Mass 

 10:00a.m.-Mass    __

                    

 

SATURDAY – DECEMBER 26

TH  

 

 9:00a.m. -Rosary  

 4:00p.m. -Mass    __          

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 27

TH   

 

8:00a.m. -Mass                        

 10:00a.m. -Mass       

                   Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

Our parish budget requires $4,000 weekly to  meet 

our expenses.  On November 27 to December 3 we  

received through the Church Collection $3334 plus 

$592. through Online Giving for a total of $3926. 

Thank you for your  continued and generous support 

of our parish. 

 

If you wish to make a weekly direct deposit to the 

parish, please refer to the instructions on the  

parish website listed under the “DONATE” tab at 

www.stcolumbapax.org. 

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. Behold, you will  

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him 

the throne of David his father.” - Lk 1:30-32 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD. 

 

 

 

We commend to your prayers William Foley.  May 

the Angels lead him into Paradise.  We also  

extend our condolences to the members of his family.  

We pray that God will give them strength and  

comfort during their time of loss. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Christmas 2020!

!!

As with everything else in our lives in this !

remarkable year of 2020, arrangements for 

Christmas are different this year. Some of those 

differences, masks, hand�sanitizing and !

social�distancing, we’ve grown used to over the 

last months but there are additional changes to 

which we draw your attention:!

!!

1.!!!!Again with Bishop McManus’s !

permission and at his suggestion, the first 

Mass on Christmas Eve can be celebrated 

at 3 p.m. Here at St. Columba we will have 

four Masses for Christmas: On Christmas 

Eve at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. and on Christmas 

Day at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. (This change is 

only for Christmas Eve. On Saturday, !

December 26�27, the Feast of the Holy 

Family, Masses will return to the usual 

times of 4 p.m., 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.)!

Legacy of Hope:  Thank you to everyone who has  

already given a gift to our Legacy of Hope Campaign.  

Thus far we have received $148,225 in gifts and  

pledges which is 59.68% of our goal of $248,000.  40% 

of that amount which is $59,302 will be coming back 

to our parish to meet parish expenses and for repairs.  

The capital campaign will run through the end of  

January 2021.  Again, thank you for your generosity. 

         A Christmas Message from Our Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before writing this year’s Christmas message for the 

parish bulletin, I thought I’d take a peek at what I 

wrote last year. No hint there that I had any inkling of 

what this year would bring. Nor, I suspect, did many 

of us.  So, in this tumultuous year, what Christmas 

message can we offer this year? We can only do what 

the Church has always done and offer the message of 

Christ once again. As I said, last year, and as we need 

to hear this year and every year: 

  

We fear that we are alone in a cold and meaningless 

universe. The Incarnation puts the lie to that. Love is 

the ultimate reality, love made flesh in this tiny,  

defenceless child.  He loved us so much, wanted to 

share our lives so much, that, for a time and in a way 

beyond our understanding, he left off being God, to 

show us what love means. It means that we give all 

for the sake of those we love, just as He did, the One 

whose birth we recall at Christmas.   

                                      

Father Cotter 

2.!!!!Because the church has a limited !

seating capacity of 80 and since more !

people than usual come to Mass on !

Christmas, we are using an online seat !

reservation system for the four Christmas 

Masses. It has been sent to you via !

Flocknote or you can find it on the parish 

website. Remember these stipulations as 

you make your reservation.!

a.!!!!!People who share an address 

can sit together in the same pew.  

However, we will not be reserving 

pews for the masses.   If you have a 

particular place you would like to 

sit, please come early.!

b.!!!!People who do not share an !

address must be socially distanced, 

six feet apart.!

!

3.!!!!When you arrive at the church, with 

your mask and having your hands !

sanitized, we’ll check your name off the list 

of those who have reserved. Numbers can’t 

be increased at that point.!

!

4.!!!!Please tell your friends and !

acquaintances that they must reserve 

spaces beforehand. If they have not done 

so, we will have 20 extra spaces in the Hall 

where people will be able hear the Mass 

and where communion will be brought to 

them.!

!

5.  If you don’t have computer access, call 

the rectory as soon as possible and we will 

make the reservation for you.!

!

6.!!!!If you or anyone in your family feel at 

all unwell, please stay home, take it easy 

and get better as soon as possible.!

 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry will not meet again  

until Wednesday, January 6, 2020.   



12/20/2020!

                A Christmas Letter from Our Bishop 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

As Advent gives way to Christmas, we find ourselves 

in a continued state of waiting, longing and  

expectation for a promised vaccine. How our world 

has changed in a year! 

 

Last Christmas, none of us had heard of COVID-19. 

Since then our lives, jobs, recreation and worship have 

been shaped by it. COVID precautions have led to 

COVID-fatigue as we long for a return to normal life. 

 

Anxious waiting and expectation for the vaccine 

marks and impacts our celebrations. Gatherings in 

church and at home will be smaller, travel truncated, 

carols fewer, precautions increased and parties  

cancelled. 

 

But Christmas is not cancelled. Our way of  

celebrating has changed, but our reason for  

celebrating remains the same.  While the world 

awaits the arrival of a vaccine, we celebrate the arrival 

of the world’s Savior. 

 

We hope for a vaccine that for a time will ward off  

illness and death. The Divine Savior whose birth we 

celebrate gives us resurrection and reunion. We pray 

the vaccine will restore normal life on earth. The grace 

Christ offers promises eternal life in Heaven. 

 

For two millennia Christians throughout the world 

have celebrated Christ's birth. Many of these  

Christmases have been marked by famine, plagues and 

wars. Through those hardships and others, Christians 

have found in Christ the strength, hope and joy to  

persevere, endure and triumph over all of life's  

uncertainties. 

 

As we wait for the vaccine to come, let us rejoice, give 

thanks and find peace in the Savior who has already 

come, defeated sin and death and will come again to 

share His definitive triumph of eternal life. 

 

With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and  

Merry Christmas, I remain 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 

Bishop of Worcester  



12/20/2020!

                Hope for Housing Food Card Sale 

 

Food Cards to support the Hope For Housing charity 

will be on sale this weekend, December 19 and  

20, 2020 at the parking lot entrance to the Church  

after all Masses.  You buy food cards at face value and 

spend them at face value while supporting this  

charity.  We will stay a few minutes after each Mass 

for drive up customers.  Thank you.   

Annual Seminarian Giving Tree 

This year the Vocation Office is adapting the annual 

“Seminarian Giving-Tree” tradition during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. It is important for us to keep 

safety in mind for everyone. The need for our men in 

formation for the priesthood is still great, and we are 

once again asking for your support. If you would like 

to participate, please mail a gift card of any amount in 

an envelope addressed to “Seminarians, 51 Illinois St., 

Worcester, MA 01610.” Suggested stores where the 

seminarians can purchase both everyday items or the 

books they need for their education include Amazon, 

Barnes & Noble, CVS, Staples, or Walmart. We will 

equitably sort the cards sent to the House of Studies 

and distribute them to the seminarians at Christmas 

time. Thank you kindly in advance for your generosity 

and know of our prayers for you and your loved ones. 

God bless.  

Virtual Theology on Tap:  All young adults  

(ages 18-39) are invited to join Worcester Catholic 

Young Adults for a special virtual Theology on Tap  

Advent/Christmas .  Join us for a 5-part series on the 

Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary!  Grab your favorite 

beverage and join us from your living room for  

fellowship, Lectio Divina, a discussion on each  

mystery , and a chance to pray the mystery together.  

All sessions will take place virtually on Zoom on  

Tuesdays during the Advent and Christmas seasons 

(see dates below) at 8pm. 

 

The Visitation;  December 22nd, The Nativity;  

December 29th, The Presentation; January 5th,  

The Finding in the Temple 

 

To sign up to get the zoom link, go to the following 

link:  newworcester.org/virtual-theology-on-tap. 

PLEASE SUPPORT 

OUR SPONSOR ADVERTISERS. 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Columba, Paxton, MA 03-0735

CONTE
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Personal • Commercial • Life
508-757-6401

579 Pleasant St. • Paxton, MA
www.conteinsurance.com

The right insurance for the right price!

Tuxedo Rentals and Sales for all Occasions
Suit Rentals and Sales

5 Convenient Locations
508-754-4036

www.bonardis.com

Formalwear Specialists Since 1923

HOLDEN HOLDEN 508-829-4333508-829-4333
Sales • Service • Parts

Body Shop • Quick Lane
www.sunnysideford.comwww.sunnysideford.com

Since 1923

Pleasant View Nursery
242 Pleasant Street

Paxton, Massachusetts 01612
www.pvnpaxton.com

FORREST’S

REPAIRS

Forrest Smith
Tel: 508-756-3282

Complete
Automotive Service

403 Pleasant St.
Paxton

789 Wachusett St., at Holden Storage, Holden

508-829-7100508-829-7100
Peter J. Lombardo • www.pjlombardo.com

Your auto, home and business insurance is a must, 
so pick an agent that you know, like and trust!

Matthew 
Moreno, Au.D.

DOCTOR OF 
AUDIOLOGY

HOLDEN HEARING AID CENTER
508-829-5566

695 Main Street, Holden, MA 01520
DrMoreno@HoldenHearingAid.com

www.HoldenHearingAid.com

Holden
829-3809

Lawn Maintenance • Bark Mulch
Patios • Walks • Fertilizing 

Programs • Plowing • Sanding

MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL           D. BURNHAM
LANDSCAPING SERVICE                                464-2073
  RES.

Bob Pillsbury, General Manager

Rt. 9, East Brookfield
508-885-1000

www.lamoureuxford.com

190 Park Ave, Worcester, MA 01609
(508) 755-5200

Business • Personal & Life Insurance
Employee Benefit Plans

Earl V. Atchue, Jr., President
Paxton Resident

Thinking of buying a home? Selling your home?
Call me for a free Market Analysis! Call me anytime.

Professional Associates
LISA WESTERMAN
Licensed Salesperson, Realtor
Paxton Resident
Direct (508) 963-2018
Email lwesterman@charter.net
www.lisawesterman.com

 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Lawn Care • Snowplowing • Sanding • Landscaping
508-846-1154

hlmservice@charter.net
James Hansson • Paxton

MILES
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Serving the Parish Community sinCe 1896”
Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield

Funeral Directors
1158 Main Street, Holden

100 Worcester Road, Sterling
508-829-4434     978-422-0100
Advance Funeral Planning

www.milesfuneralhome.comwww.milesfuneralhome.com

ATTORNEY
BRENDA M. RIVARD

O’CONNOR & RIVARD ATTORNEYS PC
Estate Planning & Asset Protection for All Ages

(508) 756-9229
668 PLEASANT ST • WORCESTER, MA

WWW.RIVARDLEGAL.COM
Wills • Trusts • Special Needs Planning
Elder Law (Medicaid Planning) • Estates

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Listen to my radio show “Life’s Transitions”

on Emmanuel Radio 1230radio.com

Ten West
Specialty Market

– Family Owned & Operated –
 • Home Made
  Baked Goods
 • Prepared Meats

508-755-7547
www.tenwestmarket.com

10 West St • Paxton, MA
593 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA

508-754-8500

For all your automotive
repair and service

GABY SHABO’SGABY SHABO’S
GARAGEGARAGE

774-262-7954

FINE PRUNING
CABLING

TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

REMOVALS

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


