
Fr. David Cotter~ Administrator 

 

Terry Nummelin ~ Director of Religious 

Education        

Rectory: 10 Richards Avenue Paxton, MA 01612  

Telephone: 508-755-0408 • Fax: 508-767-0759 

Religious Education Office: 508-755-0601 

http://www.stcolumbapax.org • email: stcolumba@charter.net 

Pastor’s email:  dcotter01@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https:www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/ 

Instagram:  @St_Columba_Parish 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday Evening 4:00PM,  Sunday Morning 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

8:00AM (Monday—Thursday) 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Please call the office when you become engaged. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are heard on Saturday at 3:15PM 

Any other time is by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Please call the office for instructions and a Baptismal date. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Friday 12:00 PM 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please introduce yourselves. We want to know and serve you. 

We hope you become an active part of our Parish Community. 

 

 



CHURCH OF ST. COLUMBA  PAXTON, MA 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK  

AND IN A SPECIAL WAY FOR: 

 

Muriel Walsh, Dan Daignault, Eric Henault, 

Doris Metilly, Mellissa Angiolillo, Kay Johnson, 

Garry Power, Jackie Cook, Ben St. George, 

Blake George Murawski, Barbara Englander,  

Cathy Mattison, Patrick Remington,, Aline Riedle,  

Robert Mertig, Christina Marden, Patricia Jones, 

Elena & Paul Coffey, David Johnson, Theresa Mars, 

Doris Urbanovitch, Charles Daigneault, Ginny Bean, 

for all those sick with the coronavirus 

Mass Online and TV 

  

The 10a.m. Mass is being live-streamed every Sunday 

on St. Columba’s website at:   

https://stcolumbapax.org/livestream and on the  

St. Columba Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/. 

 

The Mass can also be watched on Paxton Cable  

Channel 192 on Sunday and Monday at 4pm, 6pm and 

8pm. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SATURDAY– FEBRUARY 6

TH  

9:00a.m.-Rosary 

 4:00p.m. -Mass                     For Helen Frappier 

                                                                 6

TH 

Anniversary 

                 Requested by Virginia & Jim Frappier     

SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 7

TH    

 

 8:00a.m. -Mass                            For 

                                            Carmine & Margerita Laconte 

                                                               Anniversary Mass 

                                                       Requested by the Family             

              10:00a.m. -Mass       For Julie Dix 

                        In Remembrance of Julie on Her Birthday 

                        Requested by Her Husband Ed & Family 

MONDAY – FEBRUARY 8

TH 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

TUESDAY-FEBRUARY 9

TH    

 

 8:00a.m.-Mass     For Kendall Payne 

              Requested by His Wife Maria & Family         

WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 10

TH 

  8:00a.m.Mass     __ 

THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 11

TH  

 

8:00a.m.-Mass    __                             

FRIDAY – FEBRUARY 12

TH 

 

                NO MORNING MASS

               

 

SATURDAY – FEBRUARY 13

TH  

 

 9:00a.m. -Rosary  

 4:00p.m. -Mass    __                      

SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 14

TH   

 

8:00a.m. -Mass                    

 10:00a.m. -Mass         For Lawrence Cournoyer 

                                                      5

TH 

Anniversary 

                                                      Requested by the Family                                                                                                                                      

No Morning Mass 

 

When the Wachusett schools and offices are in  

remote status due to snow there will be no morning 

Mass. 

                                    Sunday’s Readings 

 

First Reading 

 

I am filled with restlessness until the dawn.  (Jb 7:4) 

 

Psalm 

      

Praise the Lord who heals the brokenhearted. 

 (Ps 147) 

 

Second Reading 

 

I have become all things to all, to save at least some. 

All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too 

may have a share in it.  (1 Cor  9:22-23) 

He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby villages that 

I may preach there also. For this purpose have I 

come.” So he went into their synagogues, preaching 

and driving out demons throughout the whole of  

Galilee. - Mk 1:38-39 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

            Religious Education February Schedule 

 

All classes will be held via Zoom & home-study for 

the winter session.  Zoom Invitations will be sent 

through Flocknotes, on the Friday before the  

scheduled Zoom Class. If you do not receive the 

Zoom invitation please call Mrs. Nummelin:  

774-239-0803 (cell) 508-755-0601 (office)  

 

Grades 1& 2         February 2/7, 2/21  

Grades 3 & 4     February 2/1. 2/8, 2/22 

Grade 5 & 6     February 2/2, 2/9, 2/23  

Grades 7 & 8     February 2/1, 2/8, 2/22 

Grades 9 & 10     February 2/7, 2/21 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry 

 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry has been discontinued until 

further notice.  If anyone needs a kit to sew at home, 

please contact Marianne Girouard by email at 

mcgirouard@hotmail.com or at (508) 798-8330. 

Baptism, Marriage, Pastoral Care of the Sick 

 

Please call Father Cotter or email him at 

dcotter01@gmail.com. 

Legacy of Hope 

 

As the active phase of the Legacy of Hope Campaign 

comes to an end, we would like to thank everyone for 

their support of this Campaign.  We have received 

$182,900 in gifts and pledges which is 73.6% of our 

goal of $248,000.  40% of that amount which is 

$73,160 will be coming back to our parish to meet  

parish expenses and for repairs.  Gifts and pledges 

may continue to be made directly to Legacy of Hope, 

be dropped off at the rectory or placed in the  

Offertory.  Again, thank you for your generosity. 

                                                                                    GOSPEL MEDITATION 

 

If I only knew then what I know now, how different life would be. This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is 

found on every human being’s lips at one point or another. Life may have brought us to a vulnerable place where 

we see some of the poor choices we made and the effects they are having. Perhaps we fell into some destructive 

and dysfunctional relationships or behaviors and are finding how they held us captive. Our zeal and passion for 

life may have drifted away and we are waking up to the reasons apathy has taken hold. Life can be hard. In fact, 

some would describe their lives as a drudgery. They walk through each day with an anxious unsettledness,  

wondering when their restlessness will cease. There is a temptation to believe that what I see is all I will get.  

Mortality and hopelessness await the dawn. If I could only have known what would come in the future, I could 

have made better choices and avoided all of this misery! 

 

Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin, impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to  

stumble over ourselves, life is really a journey. If we don’t make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-pity 

and realize the new life God is calling us to, then there are thrills, adventures, surprises, and soul-searching  

graces we can surely miss. We are not tethered to our past nor are we bound to the ills life can bring upon us. 

We are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is that our myopic vision only allows us to see the misery and 

misfortune that is before us, not the potential that can come from choosing healthier and more life-giving  

options. Jesus came that we might have fullness of life. We need to learn how to reach for Jesus’ hand and let him 

help us to our feet. 

 

We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. We have to wrestle with our histories, agonize and search 

and cry out for the Divine healing we need to restore our faith, hope, and love. Job could not see how his story 

would end or trust the guidance of the God who called him. We live in that same blindness and suffer from the 

same lack of confidence. Once we allow ourselves to be touched by God’s healing power, we begin to see that all 

of the pieces of our lives are necessary parts of a greater whole. Along the way of our lives, God uses our  

omissions and failures to create new things and possibilities. When doors close, others open and we can be 

amazed by the joyful and unexpected surprises we receive. Once we know the power of God’s creative, healing, 

life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic presence, it is no wonder we want to put ourselves at the service of others and 

show them what life can be.  ©LPi 



2/07/2021!

                               Ash Wednesday Collection 

 

February 4, 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

One of my great joys as your Bishop is to work with so 

many dedicated priests who have served you and our  

diocese faithfully throughout their lives. One of my 

weighty responsibilities is to care for them in their old age. 

 

I write to ask your support for the new Ash Wednesday 

Collection that will assist the retired priests of the Diocese 

of Worcester. Unlike the December collection for Retired 

Religious which supports sisters, brothers and priests of 

religious orders throughout the country, the  

Ash Wednesday collection will be dedicated to those 

priests ordained for the Diocese of Worcester who do not 

benefit from the December collection. 

 

We currently have 50 retired priests. In the next nine years 

an additional 42 priests will reach the retirement age of 75. 

Our annual costs for health insurance, housing and  

monthly stipends for retired priests have recently run  

between $2.2 million - $2.6 million. While Partners in 

Charity, Celebrate Priesthood and the endowments from 

Forward in Faith and Legacy of Hope have and will  

continue to support priest retirement, we have had annual 

shortfalls in funding to meet those obligations.  

 

We recently made changes to retirement benefits for 

priests who have not yet retired. Those measures are  

expected to save up to $12 million through 2050. However, 

in the short run, deficits up to $374,000 per year are  

projected through 2031. The purpose of the  

Ash Wednesday collection is to help eliminate those  

deficits and strengthen the sustainability of decent care for 

our retired priests. 

 

Our retired priests have cared for us and our families 

throughout the decades. Please consider beginning this 

Lent with a sacrificial gift to the Ash Wednesday  

Collection on February 17 to support our retired priests. 

 

I am very grateful for your support of all of our Diocesan 

efforts and for your consideration of this request.   

Thank you and God bless you. 

 

With every prayerful best wish I remain, 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 

Bishop of Worcester  



2/07/2021!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

 

MIDSTATE AUTO GROUP 

                   Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

Our parish budget requires $4,000 weekly to  meet 

our expenses.  On January 16 to January 22, 2021 we  

received through the Church Collection $1545 plus 

$284 through Online Giving for a total of $1829.   

Thank you for your  continued and generous support 

of our parish. 

 

If you wish to make a weekly direct deposit to the 

parish, please refer to the instructions on the  

parish website listed under the “DONATE” tab at 

www.stcolumbapax.org. 

Office for Healing and Prevention 

 

Judith Audette: 508-929-4363 

Email:  jaudette@worcesterdiocese.org. 
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CONTE
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Personal • Commercial • Life
508-757-6401

579 Pleasant St. • Paxton, MA
www.conteinsurance.com

The right insurance for the right price!

HOLDEN HOLDEN 508-829-4333508-829-4333
Sales • Service • Parts

Body Shop • Quick Lane
www.sunnysideford.comwww.sunnysideford.com

Since 1923

Pleasant View Nursery
242 Pleasant Street

Paxton, Massachusetts 01612
www.pvnpaxton.com

FORREST’S

REPAIRS

Forrest Smith
Tel: 508-756-3282

Complete
Automotive Service

403 Pleasant St.
Paxton

789 Wachusett St., at Holden Storage, Holden

508-829-7100508-829-7100
Peter J. Lombardo • www.pjlombardo.com

Your auto, home and business insurance is a must, 
so pick an agent that you know, like and trust!

Matthew 
Moreno, Au.D.

DOCTOR OF 
AUDIOLOGY

HOLDEN HEARING AID CENTER
508-829-5566

695 Main Street, Holden, MA 01520
DrMoreno@HoldenHearingAid.com

www.HoldenHearingAid.com

Holden
829-3809

Lawn Maintenance • Bark Mulch
Patios • Walks • Fertilizing 

Programs • Plowing • Sanding

MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL           D. BURNHAM
LANDSCAPING SERVICE                                464-2073
  RES.

Bob Pillsbury, General Manager

Rt. 9, East Brookfield
508-885-1000

www.lamoureuxford.com

190 Park Ave, Worcester, MA 01609
(508) 755-5200

Business • Personal & Life Insurance
Employee Benefit Plans

Earl V. Atchue, Jr., President
Paxton Resident

Thinking of buying a home? Selling your home?
Call me for a free Market Analysis! Call me anytime.

Professional Associates
LISA WESTERMAN
Licensed Salesperson, Realtor
Paxton Resident
Direct (508) 963-2018
Email lwesterman@charter.net
www.lisawesterman.com

 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Lawn Care • Snowplowing • Sanding • Landscaping
508-846-1154

hlmservice@charter.net
James Hansson • Paxton

MILES
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Serving the Parish Community sinCe 1896”
Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield

Funeral Directors
1158 Main Street, Holden

100 Worcester Road, Sterling
508-829-4434     978-422-0100
Advance Funeral Planning

www.milesfuneralhome.comwww.milesfuneralhome.com

ATTORNEY
BRENDA M. RIVARD

O’CONNOR & RIVARD ATTORNEYS PC
Estate Planning & Asset Protection for All Ages

(508) 756-9229
668 PLEASANT ST • WORCESTER, MA

WWW.RIVARDLEGAL.COM
Wills • Trusts • Special Needs Planning
Elder Law (Medicaid Planning) • Estates

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Listen to my radio show “Life’s Transitions”

on Emmanuel Radio 1230radio.com

Ten West
Specialty Market

– Family Owned & Operated –
 • Home Made
  Baked Goods
 • Prepared Meats

508-755-7547
www.tenwestmarket.com

10 West St • Paxton, MA
593 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA

508-754-8500

For all your automotive
repair and service

GABY SHABO’SGABY SHABO’S
GARAGEGARAGE

774-262-7954

FINE PRUNING
CABLING

TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

REMOVALS

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


