
Fr. David Cotter~ Administrator 

 

Terry Nummelin ~ Director of Religious 

Education        

Rectory: 10 Richards Avenue Paxton, MA 01612  

Telephone: 508-755-0408 • Fax: 508-767-0759 

Religious Education Office: 508-755-0601 

http://www.stcolumbapax.org • email: stcolumba@charter.net 

Pastor’s email:  dcotter01@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https:www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/ 

Instagram:  @St_Columba_Parish 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday Evening 4:00PM,  Sunday Morning 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

8:00AM (Monday—Thursday) 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Please call the office when you become engaged. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are heard on Saturday at 3:15PM 

Any other time is by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Please call the office for instructions and a Baptismal date. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Friday 12:00 PM 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please introduce yourselves. We want to know and serve you. 

We hope you become an active part of our Parish Community. 

 

 



CHURCH OF ST. COLUMBA  PAXTON, MA 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK  

AND IN A SPECIAL WAY FOR: 

 

Muriel Walsh, Dan Daignault, Eric Henault, 

Doris Metilly, Mellissa Angiolillo, Kay Johnson, 

Garry Power, Jackie Cook, Ben St. George, 

Blake George Murawski, Barbara Englander,  

Cathy Mattison, Patrick Remington,, Aline Riedle,  

Robert Mertig, Christina Marden, Patricia Jones, 

Elena & Paul Coffey, David Johnson, Theresa Mars, 

Doris Urbanovitch, Charles Daigneault, Ginny Bean, 

for all those sick with the coronavirus 

Mass Online and TV 

  

The 10a.m. Mass is being live-streamed every Sunday 

on St. Columba’s website at:   

https://stcolumbapax.org/livestream and on the  

St. Columba Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/. 

 

The Mass can also be watched on Paxton Cable  

Channel 192 on Sunday and Monday at 4pm, 6pm and 

8pm. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SATURDAY– FEBRUARY 13

TH  

9:00a.m.-Rosary 

 4:00p.m. -Mass                     For Dottie Silvestro 

                 Requested by Virginia & Jim Frappier     

SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 14

TH    

 

 8:00a.m. -Mass                              

              10:00a.m. -Mass         For Lawrence Cournoyer 

                                                      5

TH 

Anniversary 

                                      Requested by the Family 

MONDAY – FEBRUARY 15

TH 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

TUESDAY-FEBRUARY 16

TH    

 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 17

TH 

  8:00a.m.-Mass            Ash Wednesday 

 7:00p.m.-Mass    __ 

THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 18

TH  

 

8:00a.m.-Mass    __                             

FRIDAY – FEBRUARY 19

TH 

 

                NO MORNING MASS

               

 

SATURDAY – FEBRUARY 20

TH  

 

 9:00a.m. -Rosary  

 4:00p.m. -Mass    __                      

SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 21

ST   

 

8:00a.m. -Mass                    

 10:00a.m. -Mass                         For John Barry 

           Requested by Alfred Roy & Sons Funeral Home                                                                                                                                 

No Morning Mass 

 

When the Wachusett schools and offices are in  

remote status due to snow there will be no morning 

Mass. 

                                                                           Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

Our parish budget requires $4,000 weekly to  meet our expenses.  On January 23 to January 29, 2021 we  

received through the Church Collection $2375 plus $399 through Online Giving for a total of $2774. 

Thank you for your  continued and generous support of our parish. 

 

If you wish to make a weekly direct deposit to the parish, please refer to the instructions on the  

parish website listed under the “DONATE” tab at www.stcolumbapax.org. 

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him 

and said, “If you wish, you can make me clean.” 

Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched 

him, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean.” - 

Mk 1:40-41 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD. 

Baptism, Marriage, Pastoral Care of the Sick 

 

Please call Father Cotter or email him at 

dcotter01@gmail.com. 



THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

                                                                                   GOSPEL MEDITATION  

 

The Church, as a voice of the Gospel, proclaims the sacredness of all human life. Everyone created by God is  

fashioned in God’s image and has Divine DNA at the center of their soul. God never leaves what God creates but 

always remains intimately bound to what he has given form. Everyone has a place and because they have received 

the gift of Divine Blessing, nobody deserves to feel inferior, unworthy, unwanted, unclean or marginalized. Even 

the most broken of souls has a place. We, the Body of Christ, have the privilege and responsibility to give voice to 

the voiceless. The cries of the little one in his or her mother’s womb are just as sacred as the cries of one who is 

homeless and hungry. The migrant deserves our attention as much as the forgotten elderly and even the prisoner, 

with a heart hardened by anger and resentment, deserves respect and dignity. 

 

The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we would rather keep those we consider unclean, different or  

unfixable in a place by themselves. It is hard to see them with us, but they deserve to be. There is far too much  

violence in this world and the result of that violence is the assault on human life. Many are forced to leave the 

place they call home in search of safer ground, finding few if any along the way who will help them. How  

different today’s Gospel story would be if Jesus gave in to what was politically correct at that time. The leper 

would have been turned away and a soul, already beaten down by disease and fear, would have experienced an 

even deeper wound. Jesus wouldn’t have captured much attention from anyone, nor would he have mirrored the  

Father’s compassion and love. 

 

Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at least understand that God’s vision is often in conflict with the  

vision put forth in our world and even the one we advance ourselves? There is no doubt that it is incredibly  

challenging to find a place for everyone at the table. This challenge is compounded when the systems of  

operation and structure that are so ingrained in us affirm power and privilege rather than inclusivity and justice.  

Everything really goes askew when the powerful begin to control who is entitled to wholeness and inclusion, 

and greed becomes a driving force. Prejudice and entitlement raise their ugly heads and we find ourselves with 

quite a mess. It’s time to admit that things have been a mess for a very long time. The mess needs to be healed, 

not by erasing it but by allowing God to touch it and make it whole. We need to bring God back to the center of 

life where God belongs. There are no easy solutions to the world’s dilemmas. But, knowing that wholeness,  

healing, and dignity are worthy pursuits, we can more confidently labor to achieve God’s vision.      ©LPi 

Lenten Observances 

 

During Lent we practice prayer, fasting and almsgiving so as to better prepare ourselves for the celebration of 

Easter on April 4.  How we do this, of course, something we discern as individuals. 

 

The Church does, however, set out some guidelines for abstinence and fasting for Catholics.  These follow. 

 

Abstinence from Eating Meat  All Catholics, 14 years or older, must abstain from meat (beast or fowl) on all the Fridays of Lent and 

on Ash Wednesday.  This does not prohibit the use of laticineria (viz. eggs or milk products) nor condiments, even if they are made 

from animal fat. 

 

Fasting 

Fasting is required for Catholics who are more than 18 years of age, but have not yet observed their 59th birthday.  Those who are  

subject to the obligation to fast may take only one full meal.  While two smaller meals (or collations) are allowed to maintain strength 

and according to particular circumstances, these two collations should not equal one full meal.  On fast days, eating solid foods  

between meals is not permitted.  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are the only two fast days required; though fasting is encouraged 

throughout Lent. 



2/14/2021!

            Religious Education February Schedule 

 

All classes will be held via Zoom & home-study for 

the winter session.  Zoom Invitations will be sent 

through Flocknotes, on the Friday before the  

scheduled Zoom Class. If you do not receive the Zoom 

invitation please call Mrs. Nummelin:  

774-239-0803 (cell) 508-755-0601 (office)  

 

Grades 1& 2         February 2/7, 2/21  

Grades 3 & 4     February 2/1. 2/8, 2/22 

Grade 5 & 6     February 2/2, 2/9, 2/23  

Grades 7 & 8     February 2/1, 2/8, 2/22 

Grades 9 & 10     February 2/7, 2/21 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry 

 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry has been discontinued until 

further notice.  If anyone needs a kit to sew at home, 

please contact Marianne Girouard by email at 

mcgirouard@hotmail.com or at (508) 798-8330. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 17

th 

is Ash Wednesday. 

Mass at St. Columba with the  

Distribution of Ashes at 

8:00a.m.m and 7:00p.m.. 

       Ash Wednesday Priest Retirement Collection 

 

This Wednesday we begin Lent, a time of deepened 

prayer, penance and almsgiving.  This year we ask you 

to consider supporting the Ash Wednesday  

Collection for the retirement costs of our diocesan 

priests as part of your Lenten Program.  Our 50  

retired priests have faithfully served us in our  

parishes across the diocese, often until the retirement 

age of 75 or older.  Now, in their later years we can 

express our thanks and ease their concerns by  

supporting this Ash Wednesday Collection.  On  

behalf of our retired priests we thank you for your 

support. 

There is no longer a need for an online sign-up for  

Ash Wednesday with the Governor’s expansion of 

the numbers allowed to attend religious services 

from 25% of capacity back to 40% (about 100 

individuals). 



2/14/2021!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

 

MILES FUNERAL HOME 

Summary of January Parish Council Meeting 

 

!� Ash Wednesday Masses will require parishioners 

to sign up prior to attending the morning or  

evening Mass offered as was done for Christmas 

Masses.  Please be on the watch for information 

on this process. 

!� Hope for Housing the sale of food cards will  

resume in February. 

!� Legacy of Hope pledges to date are $156,125 (63% 

of goal) -thank you to all who have contributed so 

far.  We appreciate your continued prayerful  

consideration for pledging if you have not done so 

yet. 

!� Elections for Parish Council members will be  

delayed until the spring. 

    Lent Lectio Divina, A Young Adult Bible Study 

 

All young adults are invited to join us for a Lent Bible 

Study beginning on Tuesday, February 23rd and  

continuing ever Tuesday during Lent at 8pm.  Each 

session will take place virtually on Zoom and will  

involve lectio divina along with a discussion.  Each 

session will be unique to that Sunday’s gospel  

reading so individuals are welcome to attend all  

gatherings, some, or even just one.   

To sign up and receive the Zoom information go to  

newworcester.org/lent-lectio-divina. 

 

What is Lectio Divina?  Lectio Divina is a simple yet 

powerful and deep way to pray with Sacred Scripture.   
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CONTE
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Personal • Commercial • Life
508-757-6401

579 Pleasant St. • Paxton, MA
www.conteinsurance.com

The right insurance for the right price!

HOLDEN HOLDEN 508-829-4333508-829-4333
Sales • Service • Parts

Body Shop • Quick Lane
www.sunnysideford.comwww.sunnysideford.com

Since 1923

Pleasant View Nursery
242 Pleasant Street

Paxton, Massachusetts 01612
www.pvnpaxton.com

FORREST’S

REPAIRS

Forrest Smith
Tel: 508-756-3282

Complete
Automotive Service

403 Pleasant St.
Paxton

789 Wachusett St., at Holden Storage, Holden

508-829-7100508-829-7100
Peter J. Lombardo • www.pjlombardo.com

Your auto, home and business insurance is a must, 
so pick an agent that you know, like and trust!

Matthew 
Moreno, Au.D.

DOCTOR OF 
AUDIOLOGY

HOLDEN HEARING AID CENTER
508-829-5566

695 Main Street, Holden, MA 01520
DrMoreno@HoldenHearingAid.com

www.HoldenHearingAid.com

Holden
829-3809

Lawn Maintenance • Bark Mulch
Patios • Walks • Fertilizing 

Programs • Plowing • Sanding

MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL           D. BURNHAM
LANDSCAPING SERVICE                                464-2073
  RES.

Bob Pillsbury, General Manager

Rt. 9, East Brookfield
508-885-1000

www.lamoureuxford.com

190 Park Ave, Worcester, MA 01609
(508) 755-5200

Business • Personal & Life Insurance
Employee Benefit Plans

Earl V. Atchue, Jr., President
Paxton Resident

Thinking of buying a home? Selling your home?
Call me for a free Market Analysis! Call me anytime.

Professional Associates
LISA WESTERMAN
Licensed Salesperson, Realtor
Paxton Resident
Direct (508) 963-2018
Email lwesterman@charter.net
www.lisawesterman.com

 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Lawn Care • Snowplowing • Sanding • Landscaping
508-846-1154

hlmservice@charter.net
James Hansson • Paxton

MILES
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Serving the Parish Community sinCe 1896”
Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield

Funeral Directors
1158 Main Street, Holden

100 Worcester Road, Sterling
508-829-4434     978-422-0100
Advance Funeral Planning

www.milesfuneralhome.comwww.milesfuneralhome.com

ATTORNEY
BRENDA M. RIVARD

O’CONNOR & RIVARD ATTORNEYS PC
Estate Planning & Asset Protection for All Ages

(508) 756-9229
668 PLEASANT ST • WORCESTER, MA

WWW.RIVARDLEGAL.COM
Wills • Trusts • Special Needs Planning
Elder Law (Medicaid Planning) • Estates

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Listen to my radio show “Life’s Transitions”

on Emmanuel Radio 1230radio.com

Ten West
Specialty Market

– Family Owned & Operated –
 • Home Made
  Baked Goods
 • Prepared Meats

508-755-7547
www.tenwestmarket.com

10 West St • Paxton, MA
593 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA

508-754-8500

For all your automotive
repair and service

GABY SHABO’SGABY SHABO’S
GARAGEGARAGE

774-262-7954

FINE PRUNING
CABLING

TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

REMOVALS

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


