
Fr. David Cotter~ Administrator 

 

Terry Nummelin ~ Director of Religious 

Education        

Rectory: 10 Richards Avenue Paxton, MA 01612  

Telephone: 508-755-0408 • Fax: 508-767-0759 

Religious Education Office: 508-755-0601 

http://www.stcolumbapax.org • email: stcolumba@charter.net 

Pastor’s email:  dcotter01@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https:www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/ 

Instagram:  @St_Columba_Parish 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday Evening 4:00PM,  Sunday Morning 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

8:00AM (Monday—Thursday) 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Please call the office when you become engaged. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are heard on Saturday at 3:15PM 

Any other time is by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Please call the office for instructions and a Baptismal date. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Friday 12:00 PM 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please introduce yourselves. We want to know and serve you. 

We hope you become an active part of our Parish Community. 

 

 



CHURCH OF ST. COLUMBA  PAXTON, MA 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK  

AND IN A SPECIAL WAY FOR: 

 

Muriel Walsh, Dan Daignault, Eric Henault, 

Doris Metilly, Mellissa Angiolillo, Kay Johnson, 

Garry Power, Jackie Cook, Ben St. George, 

Blake George Murawski, Barbara Englander,  

Cathy Mattison, Patrick Remington,, Aline Riedle,  

Robert Mertig, Fr. Xavier Connolly, Patricia Jones, 

Elena & Paul Coffey, David Johnson, Theresa Mars, 

Doris Urbanovitch, Charles Daigneault, Ginny Bean, 

for all those sick with the coronavirus 

Mass Online and TV 

  

The 10a.m. Mass is being live-streamed every Sunday 

on St. Columba’s website at:   

https://stcolumbapax.org/livestream and on the  

St. Columba Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/. 

 

The Mass can also be watched on Paxton Cable  

Channel 192 on Sunday and Monday at 4pm, 6pm and 

8pm. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SATURDAY– FEBRUARY 20

TH  

 

9:00a.m.-Rosary 

 4:00p.m. -Mass                     For Dottie Silvestro 

                 Requested by Virginia & Jim Frappier     

SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 21

ST    

 

 8:00a.m. -Mass                              

              10:00a.m. -Mass                      For John Barry 

           Requested by Alfred Roy & Sons Funeral Home 

MONDAY – FEBRUARY 22

ND 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

TUESDAY-FEBRUARY 23

RD    

 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 24

TH 

  8:00a.m.-Mass    __           

THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 25

TH  

 

8:00a.m.-Mass    __                             

FRIDAY – FEBRUARY 26

TH 

 

                NO MORNING MASS

               

 

SATURDAY – FEBRUARY 27

TH  

 

 9:00a.m. -Rosary  

 4:00p.m. -Mass    __                      

SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 28

TH   

 

8:00a.m. -Mass                    

 10:00a.m. -Mass                                                                                                                                                           

Baptism, Marriage, Pastoral Care of the Sick 

 

Please call Father Cotter or email him at 

dcotter01@gmail.com. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 

proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of  

fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, 

and believe in the gospel.” - Mk 1:14-15 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD. 

                                                       For Lent– Scriptural Stations of the Cross 

 

Pope John Paul II in 1991 composed the Scriptural Stations of the Cross.  Each Sunday in the bulletin there will be 

2 Stations of the Cross with the Scriptural Passage that they are based on and a reflection from Father Cotter 

on what that passage means to us in our day and age.  By the end of Lent you will have all 14 stations.  They will 

also be on the St. Columba website at www.stcolumbapax.org.  Following are the first 2 stations of the cross. 

No Morning Mass-When the Wachusett schools and 

offices are in remote status due to snow there will be 

no morning Mass. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

The Scriptural Stations of the Cross 

 

The First Station: Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane—Matthew 26:36-41 

 

It’s easy enough for us to understand why Jesus was, as Scripture says, “grieved,” “agitated,” and “grieved unto 

death.” After all, he knew what awaited him in the coming days. He had spent his whole life in the cruel world of 

the Roman occupation, under which his people suffered. He had seen, or at least heard about, the cruelly  

arbitrary nature of Roman punishments. Punishments so cruel we hesitate even to name, much less describe 

them here. The possibility of falling into the hands of Roman executioners would make anyone quail. 

 

What’s harder to understand is how the disciples could have fallen asleep. As their friend, their long-time  

companion, their teacher, the one they believed to be their king and Savior, was praying in anguish just a few 

yards away. “If we’d been there,” we think to ourselves in a frankly self-congratulatory fashion, “we’d have done 

better. We’d have stayed awake and continued to accompany Jesus to the end.” And perhaps we would have. Or 

maybe not. After all, don’t we pretty blithely drive by Jesus suffering in the downtrodden every day? It’s winter, 

and cold; they stand by the car with their sign, seeking a bit of help, and we stare straight ahead, not looking, so 

that we can pretend the Child of God, right at our elbow, isn’t even there.  Don’t we change the channel,  

exasperated that we’re being shown Jesus starving and in despair in some forgotten corner of the world when 

what we want to know is the score of the latest game or the next day’s weather? 

 

Ancient authors very rarely tell us about the interior lives of the characters in their stories. Rather, they simply 

show us what they say and do, and we are to draw our conclusions about what kind of person they were from 

that evidence. So, on the rare occasions, such as this one, where we are told explicitly about a character’s inner 

life, that Jesus was in anguish, we should ponder it very carefully and think about what it could possibly mean 

for us. When we are told he walked over to his friends, looking for the support and comfort which they might 

offer him, and found them sleeping, we’re not told how he felt in reaction, although we hear his words. Was he  

surprised? Or is this what he expected? Did he know that their words would be bigger than their actions? Is he 

surprised when standing in the cold, he tries to catch our eye, but we won’t even look in his direction? How 

could we fall asleep amidst such need as his? 

                         The Second Station: Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested—Mark 14:43-46 

 

Jesus has two disciples whose names indicate their political affiliation. One is Simon the Zealot, apparently a 

member of the Jewish group in Jesus’ day who were committed to expelling the Romans from the Holy Land. 

Nothing else is known of him, for certain. Then there’s Judas Iscariot. Most people probably think that Iscariot 

was his last name, but last names were not known or used at the time among the Jewish people. Or, because  

Judas was such a commonly used Jewish name that some other identifier would have been needed to indicate 

which Judas was meant, perhaps it was the village, named Kerioth, he hailed from? Could be.!

!

Judas fascinates us because of his betrayal, and we know very little about him, so we struggle to find some  

meaning in even the smallest detail so we continue to ponder what else his name might mean.  Perhaps it refers to 

his membership in the Sicarii, the Daggers, a violent group of Jewish freedom fighters who would become  

infamous for stabbing Roman officials in public with the daggers hidden under their clothes.!

!

Perhaps Judas, thinking that Jesus was the long-awaited King of the Jewish people who would drive out the  

Romans, was frustrated with the speed of his operation. Maybe he thought Jesus needed a good, hard shove in 

the right direction and that if he found himself under Roman arrest, he’d finally call out the armies of Israel and 

the uprising that the Daggers looked for would begin.  Perhaps Judas saw himself as a kind of catalyst, speeding 

up the reaction he so ardently wanted.  We simply don’t know.  Like most other characters in ancient narratives,   

                                                                                                                                                               Continued!



2/21/2021!

            Religious Education March Schedule 

 

All classes will be held via Zoom & home-study for 

the winter session.  Zoom Invitations will be sent 

through Flocknotes, on the Friday before the  

scheduled Zoom Class. If you do not receive the Zoom 

invitation please call Mrs. Nummelin:  

774-239-0803 (cell) 508-755-0601 (office)  

 

 Grades 1& 2           March 3/7, 3/21  

  Grades 3 & 4     March 3/8, 3/22 

  Grade 5 & 6        March 3/9, 3/23  

  Grades 7 & 8        March 3/8, 3/22 

 Grades 9 & 10    March 3/7, 3/21 

his inner life, his thoughts and emotions, are opaque 

to us. All we have are his words and deeds. With his 

words he betrayed his friend. With his kiss he  

doubled down on that betrayal. And so, Jesus’ fate 

was sealed.  

 

We do know what happened next to Judas. Instead of 

seeking forgiveness, which would have been given to 

him as surely as it was given to Peter, he despaired,  

tried to return the money he’d  been given, and then 

ended his life. 

 

We can see ourselves in the sleeping disciples in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, but perhaps we can also see 

ourselves in the man who didn’t believe his betrayal 

could be forgiven. Each of us has, in our own way at 

one time or another, betrayed love freely given. If 

nothing else, Judas teaches us that forgiveness can 

always be sought. 

Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

Due to the holiday and weather, the amount of the   

collection for January 30 to February 5 will be in next 

week’s bulletin. 



2/21/2021!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

 

SUNNYSIDE FORD 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry 

 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry has been discontinued until 

further notice.  If anyone needs a kit to sew at home, 

please contact Marianne Girouard by email at 

mcgirouard@hotmail.com or at (508) 798-8330. 

                     A Young Adult Bible Study 

 

All young adults are invited to join us for a Lent Bible 

Study beginning on Tuesday, February 23rd and  

continuing ever Tuesday during Lent at 8pm.  Each 

session will take place virtually on Zoom and will  

involve lectio divina along with a discussion.  Each 

session will be unique to that Sunday’s gospel  

reading so individuals are welcome to attend all  

gatherings, some, or even just one.   

To sign up and receive the Zoom information go to  

newworcester.org/lent-lectio-divina. 

 

What is Lectio Divina?  Lectio Divina is a simple yet 

powerful and deep way to pray with Sacred Scripture.   

             Annual Priestly Discernment Retreat 

 

The Office for Vocations announces that the annual 

priestly discernment retreat for men high school aged 

or older will take place on Saturday, March 27 from 

9-5 at North American Martyrs in Auburn.  Join us for 

a day of prayer, witness talks from priests and semi-

narians, and a presentation from Bishop McManus on 

discerning a priestly vocation.  Social distance guide-

lines will be followed  

Virtual Men’s Diocesan Conference 

 

The Virtual Men’s Conference will be held on  

Saturday, March 20, 2021.  For information call  

508-929-4345 or email at firstmensconf.org. 

The left side door of the Church is only usable in 

case of an emergency because the ice has been so bad 

this year.  Please call the rectory at 508-755-0408 if 

you need to use that entrance and arrangements will 

be made. 
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CONTE
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Personal • Commercial • Life
508-757-6401

579 Pleasant St. • Paxton, MA
www.conteinsurance.com

The right insurance for the right price!

HOLDEN HOLDEN 508-829-4333508-829-4333
Sales • Service • Parts

Body Shop • Quick Lane
www.sunnysideford.comwww.sunnysideford.com

Since 1923

Pleasant View Nursery
242 Pleasant Street

Paxton, Massachusetts 01612
www.pvnpaxton.com

FORREST’S

REPAIRS

Forrest Smith
Tel: 508-756-3282

Complete
Automotive Service

403 Pleasant St.
Paxton

789 Wachusett St., at Holden Storage, Holden

508-829-7100508-829-7100
Peter J. Lombardo • www.pjlombardo.com

Your auto, home and business insurance is a must, 
so pick an agent that you know, like and trust!

Matthew 
Moreno, Au.D.

DOCTOR OF 
AUDIOLOGY

HOLDEN HEARING AID CENTER
508-829-5566

695 Main Street, Holden, MA 01520
DrMoreno@HoldenHearingAid.com

www.HoldenHearingAid.com

Holden
829-3809

Lawn Maintenance • Bark Mulch
Patios • Walks • Fertilizing 

Programs • Plowing • Sanding

MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL           D. BURNHAM
LANDSCAPING SERVICE                                464-2073
  RES.

Bob Pillsbury, General Manager

Rt. 9, East Brookfield
508-885-1000

www.lamoureuxford.com

190 Park Ave, Worcester, MA 01609
(508) 755-5200

Business • Personal & Life Insurance
Employee Benefit Plans

Earl V. Atchue, Jr., President
Paxton Resident

Thinking of buying a home? Selling your home?
Call me for a free Market Analysis! Call me anytime.

Professional Associates
LISA WESTERMAN
Licensed Salesperson, Realtor
Paxton Resident
Direct (508) 963-2018
Email lwesterman@charter.net
www.lisawesterman.com

 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Lawn Care • Snowplowing • Sanding • Landscaping
508-846-1154

hlmservice@charter.net
James Hansson • Paxton

MILES
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Serving the Parish Community sinCe 1896”
Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield

Funeral Directors
1158 Main Street, Holden

100 Worcester Road, Sterling
508-829-4434     978-422-0100
Advance Funeral Planning

www.milesfuneralhome.comwww.milesfuneralhome.com

ATTORNEY
BRENDA M. RIVARD

O’CONNOR & RIVARD ATTORNEYS PC
Estate Planning & Asset Protection for All Ages

(508) 756-9229
668 PLEASANT ST • WORCESTER, MA

WWW.RIVARDLEGAL.COM
Wills • Trusts • Special Needs Planning
Elder Law (Medicaid Planning) • Estates

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Listen to my radio show “Life’s Transitions”

on Emmanuel Radio 1230radio.com

Ten West
Specialty Market

– Family Owned & Operated –
 • Home Made
  Baked Goods
 • Prepared Meats

508-755-7547
www.tenwestmarket.com

10 West St • Paxton, MA
593 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA

508-754-8500

For all your automotive
repair and service

GABY SHABO’SGABY SHABO’S
GARAGEGARAGE

774-262-7954

FINE PRUNING
CABLING

TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

REMOVALS

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


