
Fr. David Cotter~ Administrator 

 

Terry Nummelin ~ Director of Religious 

Education        

Rectory: 10 Richards Avenue Paxton, MA 01612  

Telephone: 508-755-0408 • Fax: 508-767-0759 

Religious Education Office: 508-755-0601 

http://www.stcolumbapax.org • email: stcolumba@charter.net 

Pastor’s email:  dcotter01@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https:www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/ 

Instagram:  @St_Columba_Parish 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday Evening 4:00PM,  Sunday Morning 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

8:00AM (Monday—Thursday) 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 

Please call the office when you become engaged. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are heard on Saturday at 3:15PM 

Any other time is by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Please call the office for instructions and a Baptismal date. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Friday 12:00 PM 

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please introduce yourselves. We want to know and serve you. 

We hope you become an active part of our Parish Community. 

 

 



CHURCH OF ST. COLUMBA  PAXTON, MA 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE SICK  

AND IN A SPECIAL WAY FOR: 

 

Muriel Walsh, Dan Daignault, Eric Henault, 

Doris Metilly, Mellissa Angiolillo, Kay Johnson, 

Garry Power, Jackie Cook, Ben St. George, 

Blake George Murawski, Barbara Englander,  

Cathy Mattison, Patrick Remington,, 

Robert Mertig, Fr. Xavier Connolly, Patricia Jones, 

Elena & Paul Coffey, David Johnson, Theresa Mars, 

Doris Urbanovitch, Ginny Bean, Aline Riedle, 

Charles Daigneault, Ramona Brodeur, Gail Hicks, 

for all those sick with the coronavirus 

Mass Online and TV 

  

The 10a.m. Mass is being live-streamed every Sunday 

on St. Columba’s website at:   

https://stcolumbapax.org/livestream and on the  

St. Columba Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintColumbaParish/. 

 

The Mass can also be watched on Paxton Cable  

Channel 192 on Sunday and Monday at 4pm, 6pm and 

8pm. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SATURDAY– MARCH 13

TH  

 

9:00a.m.-Rosary 

 4:00p.m. -Mass            For Shawn Contois. 

                     Requested by the Family                    

SUNDAY – MARCH 14

TH    

 

 8:00a.m. -Mass             

              10:00a.m. -Mass    __            

MONDAY – MARCH 15

TH 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

TUESDAY-MARCH 16

TH    

 

 8:00a.m.-Mass    __ 

WEDNESDAY – MARCH 17

TH 

  8:00a.m.-Mass    __           

THURSDAY – MARCH 18

TH  

 

8:00a.m.-Mass    __                             

FRIDAY – MARCH 19

TH 

 

                NO MORNING MASS

               

 

SATURDAY – MARCH 20

TH  

 

 9:00a.m. -Rosary  

 4:00p.m. -Mass               For Edward McTigue  

                                                           1

St 

Anniversary 

                                          Requested by the Family                      

SUNDAY - MARCH 21

ST   

 

8:00a.m. -Mass                    

 10:00a.m. -Mass         

Baptism, Marriage, Pastoral Care of the Sick 

 

Please call Father Cotter or email him at 

dcotter01@gmail.com. 

No Morning Mass 

 

When the Wachusett schools and offices are in  

remote status due to snow 

 there will be no morning Mass. 

                       Weekly Offertory Collection 

 

Our parish budget requires $4,000 weekly to  meet 

our expenses.  On February 20 to February 26, 2021 

we received through the Church Collection $2510 

plus $454 through Online Giving for a total of $2964. 

On February 27 to March 5 we received through the 

Church Collection $2785 plus $1599 through Online 

Giving for a total of $4384.  Thank you for your   

continued and generous support of our parish. 

 

If you wish to make a weekly direct deposit to the 

parish, please refer to the instructions on the  

parish website listed under the “DONATE” tab at 

www.stcolumbapax.org. 

“For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 

and does not come toward the light, so that his works 

might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth 

comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly 

seen as done in God.” - Jn 3:20-21 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 

1970 CCD. 



THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

                                                     The Seventh and Eighth Scriptural Stations of the Cross 

 

The Seventh Station: Jesus bears the cross—John 19:6, 15-17!

!

Crucifixion was a peculiarly Roman method of execution which could be imposed only on non-citizens. The 

Greeks generally disapproved of it but used it from time to time as did other peoples in the ancient world, but it 

was mainly identified with Rome. And the Romans practiced it with abandon, sometimes crucifying thousands 

at a time. After the rebellion of Spartacus was finally put down in 71 AD, no fewer than 6,000 rebels were  

crucified at once, lining the Appian Way, the main road between Rome and Capua in the south of Italy, for some 

120 miles. Imagine driving from Worcester to Bridgeport through a forest of dead and dying men. Our minds  

rebel in horror, but Romans thought it was a good idea. It’s no surprise then, that the first certain depiction of 

the crucifixion of Jesus in art was on the 5

th

 century doors of the church of Santa Sabina in Rome, after it had  

finally been outlawed. 

!

Despite its commonplace nature, the first remains of a crucified person were only found in 1968 in Israel,  

identified as such because the man’s ankle bones were still attached by the nail which had been driven through 

them. Just as we would expect from the Gospel description. 

 

It took various forms, depending on the whim and/or creativity of the executioner involved, but generally  

involved a permanent upright beam into the top of which was slotted the crossbeam, weighing about 100    

pounds, onto which the sufferer had been tied or nailed. The sufferer would have already been tied or nailed to it 

and would have struggled to carry it to the place of his execution. There he would have been hoisted up to the 

top of the upright where he would eventually die of suffocation and exposure. It was supposed to be just as  

horrific as we might imagine it to be, since the sufferer—no longer human in the eyes of passers-by—would have 

been subjected to their mockery and torment and would have been unable to defend himself from whatever  

further physical insults they might have inflicted upon him or whatever further injuries he might have suffered 

from animals. All a rollicking good time in Roman eyes and very effective crowd control. As inconceivable as it 

may seem, it remains a legal method of execution in some parts of the world even today. 

 

The crucifixes we see today in our churches and homes tend not to reflect its horror. Some depict a Risen Jesus, 

in order to reflect the connection between Jesus’ death and Resurrection. After all, many thousands were  

crucified, so that horror was not his alone, but only Jesus rose. On others Jesus seems, if not already risen, to be in 

a sort of serene repose. In New York City’s Dominican Church of St. Vincent Ferrer there is a famous statue of 

Jesus in the vestments of an archbishop, to remind onlookers that Jesus’ act was a sacrifice offered on our behalf 

and is recounted in every Mass ever offered. 

 

In the 11

th

 century there was, for a time, a trend to depict the crucifixion in all of its historical horror, so that it 

wouldn’t be sanitized in the minds of the Faithful. Perhaps the same impulse led to the manner of its portrayal in 

2004’s film The Passion of the Christ. Be that as it may, whenever we see a crucifix we are reminded of Jesus’  

self-giving on our behalf and should be moved to humility and gratitude that he, infinitely innocent, suffered this 

for our sake. 

The Eighth Station: Jesus is helped by Simon the Cyrenian to carry the Cross—Mark 15:21 

 

Cyrene was a town in what is now eastern Libya. In Jesus’ day it had a large Jewish population which even  

maintained a synagogue in Jerusalem which Cyrenian Jews could use when in Jerusalem for any reason. Some  

suggest that Simon was chosen as a result of some sympathy with Jesus, but there’s no evidence of that in the 

text. He was compelled to help and so he did, but the action must have had some lasting influence because his 

sons Alexander and Rufus are named in a way which implies the early Christians reading or hearing the Gospel 

would have been familiar with them as fellow Christians. 

                                                                                                                                         Continued 



3/14/2021!

                         Partners In Charity, 2021 

 

As in previous years, our Partners in Charity annual 

campaign begins during Lent.  Many of you will have 

received a letter from the diocese announcing the 

campaign kickoff and requesting your assistance.  

Unlike previous years there will be no “in pew”  

weekend due to COVID-19 concerns.  Our parish goal 

remains at $39,900.  We encourage your prayerful 

consideration of a one time gift and/or a monthly 

pledge to help us reach our 2021 Partners in Charity 

goal. Thank you.  

Why would Jesus have needed help? Because the  

torment of the previous day’s scourging and mockery 

followed, doubtless, by lack of sleep and anything to 

eat or drink would have substantially weakened him 

and rendered him barely capable of walking, let alone 

carrying a 100-pound wooden beam to which his arms 

and hands had already been tied or nailed.  When we 

read about Simon of Cyrene’s help we are reminded of 

Jesus’ real humanity and his real physical fragility. He 

was not somehow just masquerading as a human. In 

Jesus, God took flesh and suffered as any human being 

would suffer. He needed support in this hour of need 

just as anyone of us would.  In fact, we are constantly 

offered the opportunity to be Simon of Cyrene for our 

brothers and sisters in their need when they seek our 

support.  

 

Whenever we recall that, in our brothers and sisters, 

we see the face of God because Christ dwells in them 

as truly as he dwells in us and reaches out to support 

them, we are comforting Christ in our own day, lifting 

a burden which might have been insupportable were 

it not for our presence there.  

                                     Hope for Housing 

 

Thanks to all who supported the Hope for Homeless 

food card program.  Last weekend our parish  

supported this project with $1,915 in food card 

purchases.  Our sale of cards will continue next  

weekend (3/20 and 3/21) at all Masses.  Going forward 

they will be sold on the 1st and 3rd weekend of each 

month.  We remind you that gift cards are available 

for Big Y, CVS, Stop & Shop, Shaw’s, Hannaford, 

Panera and Dunkin Donuts. 



3/14/2021!

            Religious Education March Schedule 

 

All classes will be held via Zoom & home-study for 

the winter session.  Zoom Invitations will be sent 

through Flocknotes, on the Friday before the  

scheduled Zoom Class. If you do not receive the Zoom 

invitation please call Mrs. Nummelin:  

774-239-0803 (cell) 508-755-0601 (office)  

 

 Grades 1& 2           March 3/7, 3/21  

  Grades 3 & 4     March 3/8, 3/22 

  Grade 5 & 6        March 3/9, 3/23  

  Grades 7 & 8        March 3/8, 3/22 

 Grades 9 & 10    March 3/7, 3/21 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

 

WORCESTER COUNTY MEMORIAL 

PARK 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry 

 

The Haitian Sewing Ministry has been discontinued until 

further notice.  If anyone needs a kit to sew at home, 

please contact Marianne Girouard by email at 

mcgirouard@hotmail.com or at (508) 798-8330. 

The Virtual Men’s Diocesan Conference will be 

held on Saturday, March 20, 2021.  For information 

call 508-929-4345 or email at firstmensconf.org. 

Our friends at the Mustard Seed Catholic Worker 

are in need of the following items for the community 

that they serve: 

 

1.  Small to medium size blankets.  A size that is 

 portable enough for folks to carry around with  

 them all day. 

2.  Clean, gently used shoes and boots for MEN.   

 The guests have worn through foot-wear from  

 walking around all winter in the puddles and     

  snow. 

 

The CCD students thank you very much for any help 

you can provide.  Items will be collected this weekend 

March 13 & 14.  Containers will be located at the 

parking lot entrance of the church. 
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CONTE
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Personal • Commercial • Life
508-757-6401

579 Pleasant St. • Paxton, MA
www.conteinsurance.com

The right insurance for the right price!

HOLDEN HOLDEN 508-829-4333508-829-4333
Sales • Service • Parts

Body Shop • Quick Lane
www.sunnysideford.comwww.sunnysideford.com

Since 1923

Pleasant View Nursery
242 Pleasant Street

Paxton, Massachusetts 01612
www.pvnpaxton.com

FORREST’S

REPAIRS

Forrest Smith
Tel: 508-756-3282

Complete
Automotive Service

403 Pleasant St.
Paxton

789 Wachusett St., at Holden Storage, Holden

508-829-7100508-829-7100
Peter J. Lombardo • www.pjlombardo.com

Your auto, home and business insurance is a must, 
so pick an agent that you know, like and trust!

Matthew 
Moreno, Au.D.

DOCTOR OF 
AUDIOLOGY

HOLDEN HEARING AID CENTER
508-829-5566

695 Main Street, Holden, MA 01520
DrMoreno@HoldenHearingAid.com

www.HoldenHearingAid.com

Holden
829-3809

Lawn Maintenance • Bark Mulch
Patios • Walks • Fertilizing 

Programs • Plowing • Sanding

MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL           D. BURNHAM
LANDSCAPING SERVICE                                464-2073
  RES.

Bob Pillsbury, General Manager

Rt. 9, East Brookfield
508-885-1000

www.lamoureuxford.com

190 Park Ave, Worcester, MA 01609
(508) 755-5200

Business • Personal & Life Insurance
Employee Benefit Plans

Earl V. Atchue, Jr., President
Paxton Resident

Thinking of buying a home? Selling your home?
Call me for a free Market Analysis! Call me anytime.

Professional Associates
LISA WESTERMAN
Licensed Salesperson, Realtor
Paxton Resident
Direct (508) 963-2018
Email lwesterman@charter.net
www.lisawesterman.com

 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Lawn Care • Snowplowing • Sanding • Landscaping
508-846-1154

hlmservice@charter.net
James Hansson • Paxton

MILES
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“Serving the Parish Community sinCe 1896”
Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield

Funeral Directors
1158 Main Street, Holden

100 Worcester Road, Sterling
508-829-4434     978-422-0100
Advance Funeral Planning

www.milesfuneralhome.comwww.milesfuneralhome.com

ATTORNEY
BRENDA M. RIVARD

O’CONNOR & RIVARD ATTORNEYS PC
Estate Planning & Asset Protection for All Ages

(508) 756-9229
668 PLEASANT ST • WORCESTER, MA

WWW.RIVARDLEGAL.COM
Wills • Trusts • Special Needs Planning
Elder Law (Medicaid Planning) • Estates

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Listen to my radio show “Life’s Transitions”

on Emmanuel Radio 1230radio.com

Ten West
Specialty Market

– Family Owned & Operated –
 • Home Made
  Baked Goods
 • Prepared Meats

508-755-7547
www.tenwestmarket.com

10 West St • Paxton, MA
593 Pleasant Street, Paxton, MA

508-754-8500

For all your automotive
repair and service

GABY SHABO’SGABY SHABO’S
GARAGEGARAGE

774-262-7954

FINE PRUNING
CABLING

TREE PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

REMOVALS

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


