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Gathering Song:          
SEEK THE LORD  Roc O’Connor © 1996 OCP Publications 
Seek the Lord whose mercy abounds / call aloud to God who is near. 
1. Today is the day and now the proper hour / to forsake our sinful lives / and turn to 
the Lord/ 
2. As high as the sky is above the earth / so high above our ways / the ways of the Lord. 

READING 1                 Sirach 27:30-28:7 
Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs them tight. The vengeful will 
suffer the LORD’s vengeance, for he remembers their sins in detail. Forgive your 
neighbor’s injustice; then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven. Could anyone 
nourish anger against another and expect healing from the LORD? Could anyone refuse 
mercy to another like himself, can he seek pardon for his own sins? If one who is but 
flesh cherishes wrath, who will forgive his sins? Remember your last days, set enmity 
aside; remember death and decay, and cease from sin! Think of the commandments, 
hate not your neighbor; remember the Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults. 

Responsorial Psalm:                   
PSALM 103: THE LORD IS KIND AND MERCIFUL   
Cooper Ray © 2018 OCP Publications 
The Lord is kind and merciful / slow to anger and rich in compassion. 

READING 2         Romans 14:7-9 
Brothers and sisters: None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we 
live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord’s. For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord 
of both the dead and the living. 

GOSPEL:         Matthew 18: 21-35 
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often 
must I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven 
times but seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a 
king who decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the accounting, a 
debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way of 
paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and 
all his property, in payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, 
and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with compassion 
the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had 
left, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He 
seized him and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his 
knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But 
he refused. Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the 



debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were deeply 
disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole affair. His master summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt because you 
begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on 
you?’ Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay 
back the whole debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives 
your brother from your heart.” 

Preparation of the Gifts Song:           
LOVING AND FORGIVING  Scott Soper © 1992 OCP Publications 
Loving and forgiving are You O Lord / Slow to anger rich in kindness / loving 
and forgiving are You.  
1. God forgives us all our sins / healing those who live in pain / Saving us from final 
death / God fills us with goodness and love. 
2. Good and gracious is the Lord / slow to anger rich in love / God remembers not our 
sins / forgiving and loving is God. 

Communion Song:             
YOU ALONE  Sarah Hart and Dwight Liles © 1999 spiritandsong.com 
You alone are holy / You alone are Lord / You alone are worthy / to be 
honored and adored / Mercy You have given / kindness You have shown / 
Love is You alone. 
1. Who of us is sinless in this place / Who of us deserves Your saving grace / Who of us 
is good at all / without Your blessed love that falls upon our hearts / to heal our 
brokenness? 
2. What is there to do but thank You then / for the gift that we might call You friend / 
Greater love has not been known / than that for which You gave Your only Son that 
You / might see us pure and blessed. 
 
Recessional Song: 
CAN WE LOVE?  Tom Booth © 2007 spiritandsong.com 
Can we love / Can we lay down our lives Can we wear / His crown of thorns / 
Can we drink / the cup that He drinks / We must lay down our lives!  
1. It’s more than shouting God’s name / it’s more than singing His praise / It’s bringing 
forgiveness to injury’s wound / and hope to those imprisoned by shame.  
2. Loving the Lord our God / with all our heart mind and soul / Loving our neighbor as 
ourselves / the kingdom of love we will know! 

*Reprint Licenses: Onelicense.net #A-722757 and CCLI #159099.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 



Pastoral Letter by Carol Koppenheffer
Sunday, September 13, 2020

Forgiveness
Matthew 18: 21 -35: Forgiveness “70 times 7 times.” That is a hard mandate by Jesus!  

When the sign up sheet for writing the Pastoral Message for various Sundays was passed around, by the time I got it, I 
picked one of the Sundays still open.  Not until I got home and looked up the readings for the Sunday did it hit me.  
“Jesus, is this your sense of humor at work again?  Forgiveness?  Really, Jesus?  Why did I sign up for the Sunday 
focused on Forgiveness?  Why couldn’t it be Catechetical Sunday?” In prayer, I felt Jesus responded by saying, “Because 
you are a work in progress.  Share what you have experienced, learned and continue to wrestle with. You need to show 
that it is My power at work in, through and in spite of your weakness.”

When my students ask me how do I know that God exists or answers our prayers, how do I respond to their questions?  I 
tell them I know God exists and works personally and powerfully in our lives because I have been able to forgive those 
who have hurt me emotionally, physically and spiritually.  On my own, I know that could not be possible.  Left to my own 
devices, I would have written these people have off, sought retaliation or prayed for God to “get ‘em” and set them 
straight. Most who have hurt me in very deep ways have never asked for forgiveness. So why should I even bother to 
forgive them? Well, for starters, Jesus commands us to. Jesus models complete forgiveness for us by His own life, 
suffering death, and resurrection.

What is the process of forgiving someone? An example from my own life comes from a situation where I was immensely 
disliked by someone. To this day, I am still not sure why.  This person spread lies about me and said I did things that I had 
not done. I sought to work through Matthew 18:15 -20 (the section just before today’s Gospel reading) I tried to talk with 
them one on one several time to resolve the situation. Each time, the person exploded and would not clearly communicate 
with me.  So, I asked for a third party to mediate for us to help us come to some type of reconciliation and healthy 
communication.  Unbeknownst to me, it turned out that the mediator was a close friend of the person I was struggling with 
and said that it was just a communication problem and if I didn’t like it, I needed to leave. 

I was devastated and did leave to go to a much healthier situation.  But I still needed to work through my anger, hurt and 
unforgiveness.  For a long time, I kept waiting for the offender to see the light and come to awareness and honesty about 
what they had done and ask forgiveness.  That never happened. I was left with unfinished business.  I had to figure out 
how to do my part of forgiveness without the reconciliation that would have come if the person had asked for forgiveness.  
First I had to will to forgive the other person, regardless of what or how I  felt.  

Secondly,  I had to pray and ask Jesus to help make me aware of my own sins of unforgiveness, resentment and 
bitterness. It was hard and it took being very conscientious to keep at it, step by step.  I realized that I needed to pray and 
ask God to help make me aware of who I needed to forgive.  Each time, it was like peeling away at another layer, as if I 
was peeling an onion layer by layer. 

Thirdly, a key part was coming to the Lord and asking forgiveness for my own anger, resentment, bitterness and 
unforgiveness that I held towards that other person who had hurt me so deeply. Verbalizing that in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation was and is healing and freeing.   I found it helpful to journal, writing out my heart’s prayer for each step as 
well.  Journaling and talking with my spiritual director regularly keeps me honest.

Fourth and finally, I began to ask and pray daily for God’s blessings for that other person.  It began with an act of the will. 
Eventually, it took the long journey from the head to the heart. Each time I surrendered the hurt and unforgiveness and 
sought to bless the other person instead of wanting to punish or seeking revenge, I was able to move along the path of 
true healing and forgiveness.  It is true. Jesus sets us free to be all we were meant to be. Being free from bitterness and 
unforgiveness is living in the freedom Jesus promised.

Today, regardless of where that other person is at, I am free.  When that person comes to mind, I pray for God’s blessing 
for them. I no longer get that knot in my stomach when I think of them or have had to encounter them. They probably 
came to mind because they needed prayers for some reason.  I could only control my part of the situation by how I chose 
to respond.  I realized I could never change them, nor could I put my life on hold waiting for that person to ask for 
forgiveness before I could move on. It was well worth the prayer and work.  God can change stubborn, unforgiving hearts, 
even mine.  If God could change my heart, I know God can help you as well when you need to forgive someone, no 
matter how big or small the circumstances were or are.





Canto de Entrada:                   
CRISTO LIBERTADOR  Carmelo Erdozáin © 1975 OCP Publications 

Cristo nos da la libertad / Cristo nos da la salvación / Cristo nos da la 
esperanza / Cristo nos da el amor. 
1. Cuando sepa perdonar de corazón tendré perdón / Cuando siga los caminos del amor 
veré al Señor / Dame Señor tu palabra / oye Señor mi oración. 

PRIMERA LECTURA       Eclesiastés 27, 33-28, 9 
Cosas abominables son el rencor y la cólera; sin embargo, el pecador se aferra a ellas. 
El Señor se vengará del vengativo y llevará rigurosa cuenta de sus pecados. Perdona la 
ofensa a tu prójimo, y así, cuando pidas perdón, se te perdonarán tus pecados. Si un 
hombre le guarda rencor a otro, ¿le puede acaso pedir la salud al Señor? El que no 
tiene compasión de un semejante, ¿cómo pide perdón de sus pecados? Cuando el 
hombre que guarda rencor pide a Dios el perdón de sus pecados, ¿hallará quien 
interceda por él? Piensa en tu fin y deja de odiar, piensa en la corrupción del sepulcro 
y guarda los mandamientos. Ten presentes los mandamientos y no guardes rencor a tu 
prójimo. Recuerda la alianza del Altísimo y pasa por alto las ofensas. 

Salmo Responsorial:                         
SALMO 102: EL SEÑOR ES COMPASIVO  Mauricio Centeno © 2015 OCP Publications 

El Señor es compasivo / y misericordioso / lento ala ira y rico en clemencia. 

SEGUNDA LECTURA        Romanos 14, 7-9 
Hermanos: Ninguno de nosotros vive para sí mismo, ni muere para sí mismo. Si vivimos, 
para el Señor vivimos; y si morimos, para el Señor morimos. Por lo tanto, ya sea que 
estemos vivos o que hayamos muerto, somos del Señor. Porque Cristo murió y resucitó 
para ser Señor de vivos y muertos. 

EVANGELIO         Mateo 18, 21-35 
En aquel tiempo, Pedro se acercó a Jesús y le preguntó: “Si mi hermano me ofende, 
¿cuántas veces tengo que perdonarlo? ¿Hasta siete veces?” Jesús le contestó: “No sólo 
hasta siete, sino hasta setenta veces siete”. Entonces Jesús les dijo: “El Reino de los 
cielos es semejante a un rey que quiso ajustar cuentas con sus servidores. El primero 
que le presentaron le debía muchos talentos. Como no tenía con qué pagar, el señor 
mandó que lo vendieran a él, a su mujer, a sus hijos y todas sus posesiones, para 
saldar la deuda. El servidor, arrojándose a sus pies, le suplicaba, diciendo: ‘Ten 
paciencia conmigo y te lo pagaré todo’. El rey tuvo lástima de aquel servidor, lo soltó y 
hasta le perdonó la deuda. Pero, apenas había salido aquel servidor, se encontró con 
uno de sus compañeros, que le debía poco dinero. Entonces lo agarró por el cuello y 
casi lo estrangulaba, mientras le decía: ‘Págame lo que me debes’. El compañero se le  



arrodilló y le rogaba: ‘Ten paciencia conmigo y te lo pagaré todo’. Pero el otro no quiso 
escucharlo, sino que fue y lo metió en la cárcel hasta que le pagara la deuda. Al ver lo 
ocurrido, sus compañeros se llenaron de indignación y fueron a contar al rey lo 
sucedido. Entonces el señor lo llamó y le dijo: ‘Siervo malvado. Te perdoné toda 
aquella deuda porque me lo suplicaste. ¿No debías tú también haber tenido compasión 
de tu compañero, como yo tuve compasión de ti?’ Y el señor, encolerizado, lo entregó 
a los verdugos para que no lo soltaran hasta que pagara lo que debía. Pues lo mismo 
hará mi Padre celestial con ustedes, si cada cual no perdona de corazón a su 
hermano’’. 

Preparación de las Ofrendas: 
AMÉMONOS DE CORAZÓN  Tradicional 
1. [ Cómo puedes tú orar / enojado con tu hermano? ] (bis)  [ Dios escucha la oración / 
escucha la oración / cuando estás reconciliado. ] (bis) 
2. [ Cuántas veces debo yo / perdonar al que me ofende? ] (bis)  [ Setenta veces siete / 
setenta veces siete / perdonar al que me ofende. ] (bis) 
3. [ Amémonos de corazón / no de labios solamente. ] (bis)  [ Para cuando Cristo venga / 
para cuando Cristo venga / nos encuentre bien unidos. ] (bis) 

Canto de Comunión: 
ORACIÓN DE SAN FRANCISCO  Sebastian Temple © 1967 OCP Publications 
1. Hazme un instrumento de tu paz / donde haya odio lleve yo tu amor / Donde haya 
injuria tu perdón Señor / donde haya duda fe en ti. 
2. Hazme un instrumento de tu paz / que lleve tu esperanza por doquier / Donde haya 
oscuridad lleve tu luz / donde haya pena tu gozo Señor. 
3. Maestro ayúdame a nunca buscar / el ser consolado sino consolar / Ser entendido sino 
entender / ser amado sino yo amar. 
4. Hazme un instrumento de tu paz / es perdonando que nos das perdón / Es dando a 
todos que tú nos das / y muriendo es que volvemos a nacer. 

Canto de Salida: 
DANOS UN CORAZÓN  Juan A. Espinosa © 1972 OCP Publications 

Danos un corazón / grande para amar / Danos un corazón / fuerte para luchar. 
1. Pueblos nuevos luchando en esperanza / caminantes sedientos de verdad / Pueblos 
nuevos sin frenos ni cadenas / pueblos libres que exigen libertad. 
2. Pueblos nuevos amando sin fronteras / por encima de razas y lugar / Pueblos nuevos al 
lado de los pobres / compartiendo con ellos techo y pan. 

*Licencia de Reimpresión: Onelicense.net #A-722757. Derechos reservados. Usado con permiso. 
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