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Gathering Song:          
LITANY FOR ADVENT  Bernadette Farrell © 1987 OCP Publications 
1. Word of justice / Alleluia / Come to dwell here / Maranatha. 
2. Word of mercy / Alleluia / Live among us / Maranatha. 
3. Word of healing / Alleluia / Heal our sorrow / Maranatha. 
4. Word of comfort / Alleluia / Bring us hope now / Maranatha. 
5. Key of David / Alleluia / Son of Mary / Maranatha. 
6. Promised Savior / Alleluia / True Messiah / Maranatha. 
7. Light of nations / Alleluia / Light in darkness / Maranatha. 
8. Here among us / Alleluia / Living in us / Maranatha. 

READING 1                     Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by 
our God. I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me 
with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned with 
a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels. As the earth brings forth its plants, and a 
garden makes its growth spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up 
before all the nations. 

Responsorial Psalm:                   
Luke 1  PJ Anderson © 2016 OCP Publications 
My soul rejoices in my God. (2x) 

READING 2                        1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God 
for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic utterances. Test 
everything; retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil. May the God of peace make you 
perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also accomplish it. 

GOSPEL                    John 1:6-8, 19-28 
A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. And this is the 
testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, 
“Who are you?” He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Christ.” So they 
asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 
He answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who 
sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?” He said: “I am the voice of one crying out in 
the desert, ‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the prophet said.” Some Pharisees 
were also sent. They asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or 
the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom 
you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 
untie.” This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 



Preparation of the Gifts Song:           
COME TO US  Greg Walton © 2010 spiritandsong.com 

1. Come Root of Jesse / Come David’s Son / Come Star of Morning / we come to praise You / Hope of 
creation / of all humankind / Reign over body / spirit and mind. 
Come to us O Lord of Glory and shine in our hearts / Come to us O Lord of Glory and make us anew / 
Lord we wait for You / Lord we wait for You / Lord we wait for You / Come Lord of Glory. 

Communion Song:             
WE SHALL PREPARE  Janet Vogt & Mark Friedman © 1998 OCP Publications 

We shall prepare our hearts for new love / We shall prepare our eyes for the blinding 
light / We shall prepare our faith to break the dark of night / We shall prepare the way of 
the Lord! 
 
1. A voice strong and clear cries out in the night / "Make straight the way of our God" / The 
mountains bend low / the plains will rise up / to the glory / the Glory of God! 
 
2. There shall be one who is to come / mightier than you or I / We shall be changed / baptized with 
fire / of the spirit / the spirit of God!  
 
3. Children of God come change your hearts / Come to the water of life / Offer your hand / offer your 
heart / to the people / the people of God! 

Recessional Song: 
GOD HAS CHOSEN ME  Bernadette Farrell © 1990 OCP Publications 

1. God has chosen me / God has chosen me / to bring good news to the poor / God has chosen me / 
God has chosen me / to bring new sight to those searching for light / God has chosen me / chosen 
me: 
 
And to tell the world that God's kingdom is near / to remove oppression and breakdown 
fear / Yes God's time is n

ear / God's time is near / God's time is near / God's time is near. 
 
2. God has chosen me / God has chosen me / to set alight a new fire / God has chosen me / God has 
chosen me / to bring to birth a new kingdom on earth / God has chosen me / chosen me: 

*Reprint Licenses: Onelicense.net #A-722757 and CCLI #1595099. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. 



It is Gaudete Sunday! Rejoice in the Lord always! This Sunday is known as the “Joy”
week of Advent and oh how desperately we need to be reminded to invite joy in during this year!
Ever since I can remember, Gaudete Sunday has caught my attention. There has always been
a specialness to this season overflowing with an eager anticipation for the celebration of Jesus’
birth.
Today’s readings bring forward a Truth we all must hold on tightly to. In Isaiah 61:1-2, we
are reminded that the Spirit of the Lord God is upon us and we are to be sent out and we are to
bring the good news to the afflicted, the brokenhearted, to set the captives free and to release
the prisoners. During the last 9 months we have lost a sense of self and freedom while being
quarantined and many of us feel captive in the unknown. We have been challenged to be
diligent in how we connect with and support one another. Though we have been isolated, we
have found comfort in the arms of our Father and our virtual opportunities to participate fully in
our faith.
By choosing Joy, we choose to abide in Our Father’s Love for us. That leads to our
second reading. To Live for Christ we must, “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thes 5:16)
Someone once told me that Joy is more profound than mere happiness, because happiness
comes out of circumstances.
Joy is the ability to have a certain type of happiness that is independent of our
circumstances. Joy is a gift that God has already placed in the core of who we are. This
independence is because joy comes from the knowledge of being a child of God. We are loved
and known by our Father. With joy we acknowledge that our circumstances can be painful,
heartbreaking, confusing, scary even, but we are constantly reminded that we are not alone. We
can be down, but still be radiant with joy, because joy comes from God not our circumstances.
In our gospel today, John was asked the question, “Who are you?” If you were to be
asked that question, how would you respond? Oftentimes we connect our response to who we
are, with our identity. Our identities are not in what we do or accomplish, how others perceive
us, or what we have. Our identity rests in the Truth that we are Beloved children of God. This
Truth will bring us an unshakable joy! It’s not about what we do, or what others think of us, or
what we have, because all of these things can be fleeting. As our gospel reminds us, it is in our
identity that God has called us to be holy, to bring the Good News, to lead our brothers and
sisters to Christ, and to choose a life radiant with joy.
As we prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth may we also remember to prepare
ourselves, and our souls for Jesus’ second coming. Most importantly, we need to remind
ourselves to keep Jesus’ presence in our every moment. This Sunday we are reminded that
when we choose joy, we choose to seek a life of compassion, we choose to love our neighbors
with mercy, we choose to make room in the inn of our hearts for Jesus.
With our Middle School Program, it is a tradition to have a challenge for the week. So the
challenge for all of us this week, whether your circumstances are great, or they bring about
trying times; choose Joy! What does that look like you may ask:
● Live out JOY by putting J esus first, O thers second and Y ou last this week.
● Pray the Joyful Mysteries on Monday or Saturday this week, and read the scriptures
from your bibles.
● If you are having a difficult week, set aside all distractions, read a couple of scriptures,
and meditate on them. (James 1:2-3, Romans 15:13, Nehemiah 8:10, Philippians 4:4-9)
May you and your families be blessed abundantly with the joy of our Lord!
Your Sister in Christ, Katherine Gonzalez





Canto de Entrada:                   
TODA LA TIERRA  Alberto Taulé & Tirso Vaquero © 1972, 1993 Centro de Pastoral 
Litúrgica 

1. Toda la tierra espera al Salvador / viene a traer a los hombres la verdad / a sembrar por 
el mundo semillas de amor / A todos los pobres su brazo salvará. 

2. Dice el profeta al pueblo de Israel / Pronto la luz del Mesías brillará / Dios se acerca a 
nosotros su nombre Emmanuel / Germine la tierra amor y libertad. 

PRIMERA LECTURA        Isaías 61, 1-2. 
10-11 
El espíritu del Señor está sobre mí, porque me ha ungido y me ha enviado para 
anunciar la buena nueva a los pobres, a curar a los de corazón quebrantado, a 
proclamar el perdón a los cautivos, la libertad a los prisioneros, y a pregonar el año de 
gracia del Señor. Me alegro en el Señor con toda el alma y me lleno de júbilo en mi 
Dios, porque me revistió con vestiduras de salvación y me cubrió con un manto de 
justicia, como el novio que se pone la corona, como la novia que se adorna con sus 
joyas. Así como la tierra echa sus brotes y el jardín hace germinar lo sembrado en él, 
así el Señor hará brotar la justicia y la alabanza ante todas las naciones. 

Salmo Responsorial:                         
LUCAS 1  Alfredo de la Roza & Domingo Cols © 1986, 1999 OCP Publications 
Se alegra mi espíritu en Dios / mi Salvador. 

SEGUNDA LECTURA       1 Tesalonicenses 5,16-24 
Hermanos: Vivan siempre alegres, oren sin cesar, den gracias en toda ocasión, pues esto 
es lo que Dios quiere de ustedes en Cristo Jesús. No impidan la acción del Espíritu Santo, 
ni desprecien el don de profecía; pero sométanlo todo a prueba y quédense con lo bueno. 
Absténganse de toda clase de mal. Que el Dios de la paz los santifique a ustedes en todo y 
que todo su ser, espíritu, alma y cuerpo, se conserve irreprochable hasta la llegada de 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo. El que los ha llamado es fiel y cumplirá su promesa. 

EVANGELIO          Juan 1, 6-8. 
19-28 
Hubo un hombre enviado por Dios, que se llamaba Juan. Éste vino como testigo, para 
dar testimonio de la luz, para que todos creyeran por medio de él. Él no era la luz, sino 
testigo de la luz. Éste es el testimonio que dio Juan el Bautista, cuando los judíos 
enviaron desde Jerusalén a unos sacerdotes y levitas para preguntarle: “¿Quién eres 
tú?” Él reconoció y no negó quién era. Él afirmó: “Yo no soy el Mesías”. De nuevo le 
preguntaron: “¿Quién eres, pues? ¿Eres Elías?” Él les respondió: “No lo soy”. “¿Eres el 



profeta?” Respondió: “No”. Le dijeron: “Entonces dinos quién eres, para poder llevar 
una respuesta a los que nos enviaron. ¿Qué dices de ti mismo?” Juan les contestó: “Yo 
soy la voz que grita en el desierto: ‘Enderecen el camino del Señor’, como anunció el 
profeta Isaías”. Los enviados, que pertenecían a la secta de los fariseos, le 
preguntaron: “Entonces ¿por qué bautizas, si no eres el Mesías, ni Elías, ni el profeta?” 
Juan les respondió: “Yo bautizo con agua, pero en medio de ustedes hay uno, al que 
ustedes no conocen, alguien que viene detrás de mí, a quien yo no soy digno de 
desatarle las correas de sus sandalias”. Esto sucedió en Betania, en la otra orilla del 
Jordán, donde Juan bautizaba. 

Preparación de las Ofrendas: 
TIEMPO DE ESPERANZA  Emilio Vicente Mateu © 1980 OCP Publications 
Tiempo de esperanza / tiempo de esperanza / Es el Señor el que llega / Ven a 
salvarnos Señor! 
1. Tú que luchas por un mundo / de justicia verdadera / Tú que buscas otras sendas / de 
unidad y libertad. 
2. Tú que sufres en la espera / tú que tengas la esperanza / El Señor es el que llega / Él 
nos da la salvación. 

Canto de Comunión: 
VEN A NUESTRO MUNDO  Antonio Alcalde & Bernardo Velado © 1994 OCP Publications 

Ven a nuestro mundo que tu amor nos salve / Ven a redimirnos / Ven Señor no 
tardes. 

1. Qué bella es la noche / cuajada de estrellas Si voy de tu mano las veo más cerca / Ya 
pronto se cumplen / Señor tus promesas. 

Canto de Salida: 
PREPAREN EL CAMINO  Fernando Rodríguez © 1989 OCP Publications 

Preparen el camino del Señor / Preparen el camino del Señor. 

1. Renunciemos las envidias / odios celos y rencor / Perdonemos al hermano / como Dios 
nos da el perdón. 

2. Hay que construir el reino / de justicia paz y amor / construyendo un mundo nuevo / 
mientras vuelva el Redentor. 

Licencia de Reimpresión: Onelicense.net #A-722757. Derechos reservados. Usado con permiso. 
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Jeffrey D. Cavin
Attorney At law
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• Wills • Trusts

• Probate • Business Law
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Initial Consultation FREE
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           Fullerton, California 92835
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
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• Easy Self Installation
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Medical Alert System
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As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!
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Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
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24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
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Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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today at (800) 231-0805

avellanab@jspaluch.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy

Footsteps of Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes

Scottish Highlands • Camino, A walking journey for the soul

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Mass is included with all our tours
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Deborah Quigley G.R.I. Realtor 

Cell 714-930-5223
quigleyzone@gmail.com
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This is about more than real estate. 
It’s about your life and your dreams.
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Done Right the 1st Time!

Pro Maintenance
A Handyman Service for all

your Home Repair Needs
Paint • Drywall • Texture
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 Seniors Real Estate Specialists

 Cindy Berg Donald Palmer
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 DRE #1190975 DRE #01277717
 www.cindyberg.com www.palmer4homes.c21.com
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delivered by

email - for FREE!
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Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
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