
Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Available at both worship sites on Saturday 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or 
by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call Ann Parsons at  
244-0477 or Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 

A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Mass Times 
Monday - Thursday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 9:15, 11:45 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 
 Office Hours 

OLQP - Monday - Thursday 
8:00-1:00 

STM - Monday-Thursday 
8:00-1:00 

Both offices closed on Friday 
www.olqpstm.com  

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 8:00, 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 22, 2020 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, Beth Cain, Amy 
Campbell, Mary Jean & Carmine Castellano,  

Christine Barry Comito, Mary Ann Fischer, Louise 
Foxenburgh, Mary Helen Hiller, Ginger Ierardi, Steven Kistner, 
Barbara Labroi, Kathleen Lowe, Lourdes May, Cecile     
McDonald, Ed Meagher, Janice Milliman, Dolly Nolan, Quinn 
Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Phillip Pinto, Marion Robinson, Penny 
Rose, Angelina Snyder, Tom &  Kathleen Sullivan,  
Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson. 

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions this week are in Memory of: 
     STM Frank & Genevieve Palermo  

 OLQP Mary Delman 

According to Bishop Matano’s direction, Fr. Hart 
will be celebrating a private Mass each day.   

Currently scheduled Mass intentions not offered 
will be rescheduled at a later date. The following 
Mass intentions will be offered: 
Monday, March 23  St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, bishop 

Is 65:17-21  Ps 30:2,4-6,11-12a,13b  Jn 4:43-54 
  †Edward & Margaret Hart  
 

Tuesday, March 24   

Ez 47:1-9,12  Ps 46:2-3,5-6,8-9  Jn 5:1-16 
 †Frank & Genevieve Palermo - Mary Jane  & Marty Rimmele 
 

Wednesday, March 25  THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

Is 7:10-14;8:10  Ps 40:7-11  Heb 10:4-10  Lk  1:26-38 
 †Virginia Wolff - Family 
 

Thursday, March 26   

Ex 32:7-14  Ps 106:19-23  Jn 5:31-47 
 †Terry Dryer 
 

Friday, March 27   

Wis 2:1a,12-22  Ps 34:17-21,23  Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30 
 †Bob Bradley 
 

Saturday, March 28   

Jer 11:18-20  Ps 7:2-3,9b-12  Jn 7:40-53 
 †Cheryl Speranza - Paul Speranza & Family 
 

Sunday, March 29  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Ez 37:12-14  Ps 130:1-8  Rom 8:8-11  Jn 11:1-45 

 Years ago, Glen Campbell, a singer, guitarist, songwriter 
and actor, had a song that often comes to my mind when I hear the 
story of the man born blind. There is a line in the song that says, 
“There is none so blind as he who will not see.”  The line triggers the 
question of who is really blind and who sees clearly?  
 The Gospel presents us with a man who is physically blind, 
is healed by Jesus and begins to see.  He comes to recognize Jesus as 
first a man, then a prophet and finally as Lord and so he worships 
him.  The Pharisees, capable of physical sight, saw God’s wonderful 
work in Jesus, and yet remained spiritually blind by refusing to  
recognize Jesus as the Christ.  

Physical blindness is the inability to see due to the         
corruption of the eye by some disease, deformity or accident. On the 
other hand, spiritual blindness is due to the corruption of the mind 
that loses sight of the truth, of no longer following the path of truth, 
of silencing the truth, and hence, living in darkness.  
 Spiritual blindness manifests itself in various ways:  It can 
be a blindness to God’s goodness, the inability to count one’s  
blessings and to count only the woes.  Individuals with such      
blindness are quick to complain, see only what is wrong and fail to 
see what is going right. To them the glass is always half empty    
instead of half full.  They see a dark spot on a white sheet instead of 
a white sheet with a dark spot.  

Another spiritual blindness is the inability or unwillingness 
to see the good things in others. These individuals only see the 
wrong things and constantly criticize.  Such people are blind to 
God’s gifts in others - different gifts given to different individuals 
for the common good. They don’t see and are never satisfied with 
what is available to all in the giftedness of one.  

Some people are blind to those in need of their help or blind 
to where their help is needed. They can quickly turn a blind eye to 
responsibilities that require their attention and in essence, not use the 
gifts that God has given them.  

Some are blind to their faults. They hardly or never accept 
the fact that they too make mistakes and can be wrong.  They present 
an attitude of self-righteousness and ‘holier than thou.’  In some 
ways they are blinded by gifts they received from a gracious and 
loving God.   

Some people are blinded by vices like anger, jealousy,   
envy, greed, lust, improper ambition, pride, stubbornness and      
ignorance.  There are people blinded by a cloud of confusion and are 
in the dark of what to do and what not to do.  

Let’s face it, anyone of us can be blinded to God’s will and 
every spiritual blindness is a dwelling in darkness.  What is needed is 
the light of Christ.  In the letter to the Ephesians we are reminded 
that we “are light in the Lord.”  We are to “live as children of light, 
for light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and 
truth.”  We are urged “to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.” For 
what pleased the Lord is what is good for us all.   

During these difficult and challenging times may we seek 
true knowledge and insight.  May our heart and soul be turned to 
Christ Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life – the One who 
provides the Light that we may truly see.      Peace and blessings, 

                                                                      Margaret 

IMPORTANT!! 
Please continue go to our website, 

olqpstm.com, to stay updated.  We will be 
posting a daily Mass on a YouTube Channel 
and the website will give you directions on 

how to access that. 
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PRAYER FOR JUSTICE Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it: a world 
where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor; a world where the riches of creation are 
shared, and everyone can enjoy them; a world where different races and cultures live in harmony and    
mutual respect; a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love. Give us the         
inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

             EASTER FLOWERS at STM & OLQP  
                  

Every year parishioners have made offerings toward the lilies and other flowers that adorn our Church 

Sanctuaries during the Easter season.  If you would like to do that this year, please fill out the form      

below, place it in an envelope with your donation and it send to church by April 6th.    

           IF MASSES REMAIN SUSPENDED WE WILL RETURN YOUR DONATION 

                  
In Memory of ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Donor ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Our donations have almost come to a 
stand still the last couple of weeks.  

Please, prayerfully, consider making a  
donation soon. 

Remember, any shortages in our goal 
attainment has to be made up from 

our individual budgets.   
  Every contribution helps. 

STM 

Goal - $75,520.00 
$54,995.00 as of 3/16 

72.83% of goal  134 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $64,653.00 
$44.114.00 as of 3/16 

68.23% of goal  141 Donors 

Colleen’

Cereal, toilet 
paper collection

Question of the Week: 
 
This corona virus thing has really thrown me.  I feel like I’ve lost all sense of certainty.  No one knows what will    
happen next.  How do we stay sane when we don’t know what’s lurking around the corner? 
 
Answer: 
 
It is not that we have lost our sense of certainty.  We have lost our illusion of certainty.  We never had it to begin 
with.  This could be majorly unsettling, or amazingly liberating. 
 
This tiny virus of 125 nanometers has sent the entire world into chaos.  All of our plans are up in the air, markets are 
going crazy, entire countries are shutting down, and we have no clue what the future holds. 
 
But that is always the case.  We never know what the future holds.  We only think we do, and keep getting surprised 
when things don’t pan out the way we expected.  Now the mask is off.  We have to admit our vulnerability. 
 
What will happen next?  We don’t know.  Our experts don’t know.  Our leaders don’t know.  Only God knows.  And 
that is the point.  Only God knows. 
 
Close your eyes and feel the uncertainty, make peace with it, let yourself be taken by it.  Embrace your cluelessness.  
Because in all the confusion there is one thing you know for sure.  You are in God’s hands. 
 
Keep calm.  Panic and fear are also contagious.  Take every precaution as advised by health authorities.  Wash your 
hands well.  And every time you do, remember whose hands you are in . 
 
~Rabbi Moss, Sydney, Australia  

           Winter break from school was not time 
to rest for our young people.  Youth in 
grades 10-12 had two opportunities to 

give back to the community.  Attending Foodlink    
Distribution center, volunteers sorted through donations that had 
been received from local grocery stores to check for damaged 
products and sort food by type.   
Another opportunity allowed 2 volunteers to 
work with clients at St Andrew Food Cupboard 
go through and select food on the shelves in the 
food cupboard.  While in some instances food 
pantries prepare bags for clients from among the 
donated items, at St Andrews, people are give a 
shopping list and are allowed to make choices 
that fit their own food interests.  So they are  
allowed a certain number of cans of vegetables, 
and can select the vegetables they want from what is available.  In 
addition to canned goods, there were also fresh donations of fruit, 
vegetables, bread and desserts. One woman was able to go home 
with a birthday cake to help her celebrate with her family. 
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Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Lent  
 
 

1st Reading  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a   
The LORD said to Samuel: “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way.  I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen 
my king from among his sons.”  As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the 
LORD’s anointed is here before him.”  But the LORD said to Samuel: “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, 
because I have rejected him.  Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but the LORD looks into the heart.” 
In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any one of these.” 
Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”  Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.”  Jesse sent and had the young 
man brought to them.  He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid appearance.  The LORD said, “There —
anoint him, for this is the one!”  Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and from 
that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David.   
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6.  R.  
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. beside restful waters he leads 
me; he refreshes my soul. R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. He guides me in right paths for his name’s 
sake. Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side With your rod and your staff that give me courage. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for years to come. R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 
shall want.         
 
2nd Reading  2 Eph 5:8-14   
Brothers and sisters: You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light, for light produces every 
kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.  Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  Take no part in the fruitless works of  
darkness; rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention the things done by them in secret; but everything exposed by the 
light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore, it says:   “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will give you light.”  
 
Gospel  Jn 9:1-41   
As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. 
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day.  Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.”  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his 
eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means Sent.  So he went and washed, and came back able to see.  
His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?”  Some said, “It is, “ 
but others said, “No, he just looks like him.”  He said, “I am.”  So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”  He replied, 
“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’  So I went there and washed and was 
able to see.”  And they said to him, “Where is he?”  He said, “I don’t know.”  They brought the one who was once blind to the  
Pharisees.  Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath.  So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to 
see.  He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.”  So some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, because he does not keep the sabbath.”  But others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?”  And there was a divi-
sion among them.  So they said to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him, since he opened your eyes?”  He said, 
“He is a prophet.”  Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the 
one who had gained his sight.  They asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?  How does he now see?” His par-
ents answered and said, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind.  We do not know how he sees now, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes.  Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself.”  His parents said this because they were afraid of the 
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, he would be expelled from the synagogue.  
For this reason his parents said, “He is of age; question him.”  So a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to 
him, “Give God the praise!  We know that this man is a sinner.”  He replied, “If he is a sinner, I do not know.  One thing I do know 
is that I was blind and now I see.”  So they said to him, “What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, 
“I told you already and you did not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you want to become his disciples, too?” They 
ridiculed him and said, “You are that man’s disciple; we are disciples of Moses!  We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not 
know where this one is from.”  The man answered and said to them, “This is what is so amazing, that you do not know where he is 
from, yet he opened my eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. 
It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were not from God, he would not be able to do 
anything.”  They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?”  Then they threw him 
out.  When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  He answered 
and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, the one speaking with you is he.”  He 
said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him.  Then Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not 
see might see, and those who do see might become blind.”  Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, 
“Surely we are not also blind, are we?”  Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, ‘We 
see,’ so your sin remains.   
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How often do we invest our time, talent, and treasure in creating an            
appearance that does not matter at all to God? We strive to impress with our 

clothing, home, career, possessions, car, and other marks of distinction. But none of these 
illusions of greatness will impress God. Instead, He will look into our hearts to see how 
much we loved Him, how much we loved others and how we showed that love by the 
way we used our time, talent, and treasure here on earth.  

“Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance but 
the Lord looks into the heart.”                                  (1 Samuel 16:7)  

Sacrificial Giving as of March 16 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2019—June 30, 2020 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections ....................................... $3,671.43 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date .............................. $240,454.58 

Weekend Attendance................................................................................. 153 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections ....................................... $3,871.80 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date .............................. $264,895.75 

Weekend Attendance ................................................................................ 204 

Corner 

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

Siena Catholic Academy 
Grades 6– 8  
Mr. David Carapella, Principal    
381-1220 

Please contact Mary Kase at 381-4200 x 260  if you would like to sign up for electronic funds 

transfer (EFT.)   Please contact Mike Dybas at 381-4200 x 262 or michael.dybas @dor.org   
BEFORE considering making a stock transfer for your donation to your parish..  

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 
 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 

V. Rev. Paul Tomasso, V.G., Assisting Priest 
fr.paul.tomasso@dor.org 

 

Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  
 

Colleen Trevisani, Director of Faith Formation 
colleen.trevisani@dor.org 
 

Jennifer Abdalla, Administrative Assistant 
Assistant Director, Faith Formation   
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 

Scott Holcombe, Pastoral Minister &  
RCIA Coordinator  scott.holcombe@dor.org 
 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 

Mike Dybas, Regional Finance Director 
michael.dybas@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 
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